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STATE OF SQUTH AFRI CAi S CHI LDREN

AN AGENDAFOR ACTI ON

Launching of the State of the South African Childrenis Report:
Johannesburg Civic Theatre, 16 June 1993.

Backgr ound:

The launching of the State of the South African Childrenis
Report is an inportant mlestone in a series of programe

pl anni ng and advocacy initiatives by the National Childrenis
Rights Committee (N CRC) and the United Nations Childrenis

Fund (UNI CEF), intended to pronote the survival, protection

and devel oprment of 3:11 children in South Africa.

The NCRC is a |ocal non-sectarian, non-partisan, non-proflt

nmaki ng, non-govenmmental unbrella organization conprising

over 200 non-racial, denocratic service and professiona

associ ations, parents and civic groups, as well as other extra-
parliamentary organi zati ons working for the pronotion of
childrenis rights and welfare. UNICEF is the United nations
organ whose nmandate is to assist parents and comrunities

t hrough governnmental and non-governnmental channels to

saf eguard childrenis rights to survival, protection and

devel opnent in environnents that are supportive of sound and
heal t hy devel opnent. UNI CEF pronotes children,s well-being
throughout their formative years in both third world and

i ndustrialized countries, and accords priority attention to the
nost needy and vul nerabl e children.
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1.2 UNI CEF assistance to South African children and wonen dates
1.3

hack to the md-1970s, in response to and in accordance with

the relevant resolutions of the United Nations General Assenbly
for organizations of the United N ations to provide assistance to
nati onal liberation novenments and to the people of South Africa
suffering under apartheid policies.

During the 1980s, Governments and the internationa

conmunity increasingly called attention to the worsening

condi tions of children and wonmen inside South Africa as a

result of the escalation of violence, as well as the deterioration
of the delivery of basic services for the majority of the Bl ack
popul ation. In response, UN CEF arranged briefings and

external study tours for several non-racial Non Governnenta
Organi zations from South Africa. This was followed by a
conference of a broader spectrum of South African NG hel d

i n Gaberone, Botswana, early in 1990, with UN CEF

assi st ance.

As a result of these consultations, over 200 NGOs working wth
and for children forned an unbrella organization, the NCRC

to facilitate the drawing up of a coordi nated plan of action for
alleviating the plight of South African children and wonen; to
oversee the inplenentation of such a programe, as well as to

be responsible for resource nobilization for the inplenmentation
of planned activities. ’
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Study on the Situation of Children and Wonen:

However, before a neani ngful plan could be drawn up, it

became necessary to carry out an indepth study of the situation
of children and wonmen, so as to obtain the required data to
facilitate the planning process. This is the first ever nationa
study of the situation of children and women in South Africa.

It exam nes the fundanental and priority needs and concerns of
child survival, protection and devel opnent, enconpassi ng such

i ssues as their health, welfare, and | egal status within the social
political and econom c context of the country. The study also
identifies priority areas for programmatic action

Why Launch the Report?

The launching of the State of the South African Children,s

Report is a unique occasion to bring together political |eaders,
policy makers, NGOs, Community | eaders and parents as well

as bilateral and nultilateral aid agengies, whose policies in one
way or another affect the well being of children and wonen. It

is a unique occasion during which children thenselves will have
the opportunity to speak directly to nany of the adults and

| eaders who are involved currently in the restructuring of a new
South Africa and appeal to each one of themto put children

first in the priority agenda. The |aunching of the Report is,
therefore, intended to:

initiate a consensus seeking process on the priority needs of a_ ||
children in South Africa.
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3.2 provide basic data as well as reconmendations for action to
pol i cy makers and nmmj or stakehol ders involved in the politica
and sectoral negotiations process; and
3.3 appeal to themto give priority attention for the pressing need
to take urgent steps to pronote the survival, protection and
devel opnent of a_ |l South Africals children
4.0 Organization and Logistics for the Launch
Al though the NCRC is an unbrella body with a nenbership of
nore than 200 NGOs, the | aunching of the State of the South

African Children,s Report is an occasion for a:ll of South
Africals children. It is, therefore, not being organized only for
NCRC affiliates but rather for a_Il groups committed to

i mproved well being for a Il children in a new South Africa.

4.1 Regional Level: 5

At Regional Level, children are already engaged in a nunber

of workshops on the Rights of Children as well as other socia
nobi l i zation activities as a logical followup of the first South
African Childrenls Sunmmit, held in Cape Town in May/June

1992. These will culmnate in a week of activities leading to the
celebration of the International Childrenls Day on June 1st.

Wor kshops are intended to:

(a) give children a forumfor discussing their rights and
responsibilities;



(b) it is during these regi onal workshops that children will
nom nate regi onal delegates to represent themat the 16

June Launching of the State of the South African

Children,s Report.

4.2 National Level:

4.3

At National Level, a big nedia event (see programme) will be
organi zed at the Wrld Trade Centre on the afternoon of the 16
June this year, to comenorate the Organization of African
Unity (QAU) - United Nations, Day of the African Child.

Anmong the invited guests will be top policy makers at politica
and sectoral level fromthe different negotiations fora, nationa
and international N GOs, civic organizations, religious groups,
worren and chil drenl s organi zati ons professional and cultura
associations as well a cross section of the private sector, to
cone to hear the children speak. ?(See Annex 1 for list of
guest s)

Media Activities:

The nedia is being encouraged to show drive and initiative in
publicizing the many activities of the children from each region
especially during the few weeks to the run-up to the launch. In
this way, the media will play a key role in helping to create
public awareness in readiness for the ibig day. Each NCRC
region is also being encouraged to seek out the nedia and
cooperate with themin keeping theminformed on al

devel opnent s.
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On the day of the launch, |ocal and international media based

in the country will invited, and an appeal wll be nmade to them
to give the occasion the promnence it deserves. At the sane
time, NCRC/UNICEF will make arrangenments for a video

coverage for a subsequent docunentary on this and other
activities relating to the rights and wel fare of children
5.0 Progranmme Hi ghlights:

This is the draft of a programe for the Launching of the State
of the South African Childrenls Report, drawn up by NCRC
DAC National Planning Conmittee:
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I ntroduction by Child Master of Cerenonies;
A word on the Day of the African Child: QAU
Openi ng remar ks: NCRC/ UNI CEF.

Interfaith service

Play by all the children

Song by children fro all the regions

Speech on behal f of CRC. Child

Speech on behal f of UNICEF: Child

Poetry and songs.

Launch of "State of South Africals Children
An Agenda for Action": A childls Summary of
the Report;

Cont extual i zation of the Report: Launch &
Conf er ence;

Dance;

Song;

Cl osing remarks by a child.

Musi c;

Vot e of thanks - NCRC/ UNI CEF.
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Publ i cations for the Launch

VWhat will be said at the launching will in many ways only

hi ghl'i ght the results of many nonths of research and fact-
fmding efforts. However, all invited guests will have access to
a nunber of publications which in essence will contain nore
detailed information for their ease of future reference and
possi bl e foll owup action.

State of South Africais Children: An Agenda for Action

This will be a glossy, full colour booklet, of synthesis of data
fromthe main study with pictorial and graphic illustrations, is
meant for busy policy makers, negotiators and stake hol ders
involved in political negotiation process, N G0s, the sectora
fora and which are concerned with Children,s rights, loca
conmunity and religious |eaders as well as international donor
agenci es and UN Organi zations, to enable themto access the
informati on man faster and nore easily.

Press Kit:

In order to make |life easier for the busy editor and journalist,
the Press Kit is a package of articles, photographs and graphic
illustrations, specially prepared for ready nedia use. It draws
the attention of editors especially, to disseninate this
information as widely as they can
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7.0
VWnen and Children in South Africa - A Situation
Anal ysi s:

This is the full report on the study, containing in detail data on
the situation of children and wonen, areas and

reconmendati ons of action as well as recomendations for
programmatic action. This is a mne of information, especially

for those who would wish to delve into nore details of the
situation of children and wormen in South Africa.

Conference on the Situation of the South African Child:

Eskom Conference Centre, 17-18 June 1993.

The launching of the State of the South African Childrenis

Report will be imrediately followed by a Di ssem nation

Conference on the Situation of the phildren and Wnen in

South Africa. The mmin purpose 'of the Conference is to

di ssem nate data obtained fromthe Situation Anal ysis Study

with a viewto initiate a consensus buil ding process on the
priority areas of children and wonmen needs, as well as agreeing

on an agenda for action in a future South Africa.

In this way, religious | eaders and believers of different religious
denom nations will be re-dedicating thenselves to the national
cause for Child Survival, Protection, Devel opment and

Partici pation.
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8.0 A National Programme of Action for all of South Africa,s

(a)

Chil dren

The next crucial stage of the programme pl anning,

i mpl enentati on and advocacy initiatives will be the drawi ng up

of a National programe of Action, (NPA) for a_ |l of South
Africais Children.

As part of their commitment to "Keep the Prom se"” to Africais
children, and as agreed in the Declaration of the World Summ t
for Children, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and
the Organi zation of African Unity (QAU) Resol ution on the

| mpl ement ati on of the African Decade for Child Survival,
Protecti on and Devel opment, over 40 African countries have
committed thenmselves to the inplenentation of their NPAs and,
have prepared National Programres of Action. It is hoped that
South Africa too will join the community of Nations in agreeing
on the Goals for the Child Survival, Protection and

Devel opnent for the 1990s for South African children.

A National Programre of Action will largely be directed

towar ds achi evi ng specific and nmeasurabl e human devel opnent

goal s through inter-sectoral collaborative efforts, using

af fordabl e and sustai nable community participatory approaches.
It is a tool for advocacy, planning, inplenentation, nonitoring
and evaluation. It is also a tool for |local and international,
public and private resource nobilization. Follow ng are the key
steps in drawing up of an NPA:
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(b) Use the data obtained fromthe situation analysis study to
initiate a consensus seeking process on priority needs and
concerns for children and women.

(0) Fornulate goals for Child devel opnent for the 19903 in South
Africa

((1) Facilitate the drawing up of a National Programe of Action
for all South Africa 3 Children.

(e) Reach agreenent on appropriate social indicators for nonitoring
the condition of children and woren.

(f) The Inplenmentation of the National Programme of Action will

i nvol ve the Governnent, conmunities and parents. It will draw
resources frompublic and private sectors, fromlocal as well as
i nternational sources.

(g) Engage m a process of capacity building and human resources
devel opnent including the acquisition of skills for continuous
assessment, analysis and action, in order to inprove progranme

pl anni ng and i npl enent ati on.

8.1 A National programre of Action for all South Africais
Children will therefore, be ained at neeting the majority of the
World Summt for Children goals for Child Survival,

Devel opnent and Protection within the 1990s, nanely:

(a) Between 1990 and the year 200, reduction of infant and under-
five child nortality rates by one third or to 50 and 70 per 1, 000
live births respectively, whichever is |ess.
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(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

8.2
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Bet ween 1990 and the year 2000, reduction of materna

nortality rates by half.

Bet ween 1990 and they year 2000, reduction of severe and
noderate mal nutrition anong under-flve children by half.

Uni versal access to safe drinking water and t0 sanitary means
of excreta disposal.

By the year 2000, universal access to basic education and

conpl etion of primary education by at |east 80% of prinmary
school age children.

Reduction of the adult illiteracy rate (the appropriate age-group
to be deternmined in each country) to at least half its 1990 |evel,
wi th enphasis on female literacy.

| mproved protection of children in especially difficult
circunst ances. 9

A National Programme of Action for all of South Africa,s
Children therefore, puts together various types of suggestive

i deas ained at dramatically inproving conditions for children
and worren, by reducing the infant nortality rates through

Uni versal Child Imunization (UC), the reduction of materna
nortality rates by inproved nutritional status as well as the
elimnation of Vitamin A and |odi ne deficiency disorders by the
end of this year by voluntary salt iodization, as well as the
conplete elimnation of polio, neasles and neo-natal tetanus by
the end of 1994.

AADAC. 2



