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STATEMENT OF THE GRAN CONFERENCE

OF ANC CHI EF REPRESENTATI VES AND REG ONAL TREASUREHS

15th to 21st MARCH 1989

A conference of ANC chief representatives and regional treasurers
was held in Gran, Norway Fromthe 15th to the 21st March, 1989.

It was al so attended by the Secretary CGeneral of the ANC, Altred
Nzo, the Treasurer Ceneral, Thonmas Nkobi and ot her nenbers of the
Nati onal Executive Committee 0? the ANC. The total number of

del egates participating was 88.

The conFerence was held in Norway at the invitation and with the
support of the International Departnent of the Norwegian Labour
Moverrent as well as the Norwegi an Governnent.

The Conference was convened to review the situation in South
Africa and the rest oft Southern Africa. It assessed the
implications of this situation For the international diplomatic
and political work 0? theTANC. It al so discussed ways and meahs of
obt ai ning i ncreased political, financial and humanitarian
assistance to neet the additional demands arising out of thie
situation.

The conference was opened by Hi s Excellency, the Foreign Mnister
of Norway, M. Thorvald Stoltenberg who pl edged the continued
support of the Government of Norway For the ANC, and the struggle
to end apartheid, and for the transFormation of South Africa into
a united, denocratic and non-raoial country.

The conference was al so addressed by Ms Vesla Vetl esan

Secretary of the Solidarity Fund 0? the Labour Mowvenent (A 1.YS)
and M dorn Ruse, Chairnman of the Norwegi an Council on Southern
Africa (F.S.A) who conveyed greetings and nmessages of solidarity
From their organi sations and the Norwegian public. The

partici pants al so attended a service of solidarity at the Church
of St. Nicholas conducted by Rev. Trond Bakkevi g, Genera
Secretary of the Foreign Relations Commttee of the Norwegian
Church Counci |

The Conference noted that the people of South Africa continue to
suffer under the racist systemof apartheid. This systemis
facing a permanent and deepening political and econom c crisis
whi ch has been brought about by the struggle inside and outside
Sout h Afri ca.

The conFerence noted that the recent election 0? F.w. de Klerk as
| eader of the ruling Nationalist Party will not result in any
significant change in policy. His recent utterances in which he
spoke about di al ogue can have no substance wi thout the creation
0? a climte conducive to such dial ogue.

The reality is that Nel son Mandel a and others continue to be

i ncarcerated, and indeed the nunber of political prisoners and
det ai nees is increasing. The ANC remai ns banned and the |ist 07?
proscri bed organi sations grew by nmore than 34 during the past
year. To ensure the entrenchrment of the systemas well as its

own survival, the apartheid reginme continues to resort to bruta
repression as exe |lafied by the national state of energency

whi ch has been in oggratibn since 1986.

The conference concluded that the situation in South Africa
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remai ns unchanged in its main elenents. This inposes a continuing
obligation on the AND, the denocratic novenent and our people as
0 whole to oontinue and intensify the struggle. Accordingly we
nust escal ate both the nass political offenSive and our arned
actions.

Qur success in achieving these objectives is guaranteed by the
firmdetermnation of the majority of our people to resist
repressi on and advance towards the goal of |iberation, regardless
of the sacrifices they have to make. The ongoi ng hunger strike of
political detainees is a denpnstration of this npod of nilitant
detiance. The workers summit convened in Johannesburg on the 4th
and 5th of March not only reflected this nood but al so added
enornously to the growing unity of the anti-apartheid Forces
within the country.

The conference noted the strategic inportance to the whol e region
of Southern Africa 0? the agreenents concerning Angola and

Nam bia. It wel comed ther;prospect of peace For the people of
Angol a and i ndependence For Nami bi a. However conference -re-
iterated that there is ascontinuing danger that the reginme and
its surrogates will attenpt to underm ne and sabot age these
processes. An i nportant objective 0? the regines strategy is to
mar gi nal i se or destroy SNAPO the recogni sed | eader of the
Nam bi an people. Al this calls For maxi mumvigilance and unity
by the international conmmunity to conpel Pretoria to honour its
conmi t ment s.

The conference noted that the regi me has not abandoned its
efforts to inpose itself on the countries of Southern Africa as a
regi onal power, through economc and military destabilisation. In
this regard the conference condemmed Pretoria’s continuing
support for the MR and Unita and its persistent attacks and
sabot age agai nst Bot swana, Zi mbabwe and Zanbi a.

The conference noted that despite the absence of any change in
its policies within South Africa and in the region, the Pretoria
regi me has | aunched an offensive to gain |legitinmacy and break out
of its isolation. It theretore condemmed the visit of Pretoria’s
Foreign Mnister, RoeloF Botha, to the United Ki ngdom whi ch was
part of this process. It Further concluded that the reports
inspired by the regine about the inmnent rel ease of Nel son
Mandel a are designed to underm ne the canpaign For the i mediate
and unconditional release of all political prisoners and to

i mprove the inage of the regine so that it can gain greater

i nternational acceptability.

The conference noted that as the crisis of the apartheid system
deepens, the Pretoria regime is heightening its offensive against
the ANC. This takes many Forns, including the physica

elimnation of our nmenbers and representatives, the spreadi ng of
di sinformati on about our organisation and attenpts to Fonent

di visions and conflict in our ranks.

The conference noted that the Frontline States, the QAU, the Non-
Aligned Movenment and the majority of the nmember states of the
United Nations continue to stand Firmin their opposition to
apartheid and their support for our struggle. In this context
conference rejected recent reports that the Soviet Union had
changed its policy towards apartheid, the ANC and our struggle as
a whol e.

The varied attenpts of Pretoria to regain the strategic



3

initiative have Fail ed. The bal ance of forces continues to Favour
Further advances towards the elimnation of the apartheid system
Wthin the country, the AND, the denbcratic novenent and the
mllions of our struggling people remain the decisive force for
nmeani ngf ul change. Together they have an urgent responsibility to
step up the struggle For the earliest realisation of the

obj ective of a denocratic South Africa.

Thi s requires anmong ot her things, Further strengthening of the
structures of the ANC inside the country, greater nobilisation of
the people and the unity of all anti-apartheid forces, the
intensification of the armed struggle and the total isolation of
the apartheid regine.

These and ot her urgent tasks call For the generation of
significantly |l arger resources. we need to extend nore assistance
to the victins of apartheid repression inside the country, as
wel | as those who have been Forced to Flee the country.

To expand our international work, we have to increase the nunber
of our diplomatic mssions and provide themw th the human and
material requirements. This will inprove our capacity to keep the
worl d community infornmed about the situation under apartheid, to
counter the information black-out and to famliarise the

i nternational comrunity with the ainms, objectives, progranmes and
policies 0? the ANC and the denocratic noverment of our country.
The conference noted that all world Forces opposed to apartheid
have an obligation to assist us to nmeet the demand For increased
Fi nancial and material resources. This is a necessary condition
For the successful advance of the world community towards the
goal o? the Final elimnation of the apartheid crinme against
hurmani ty.

Accordi ngly the conference el aborated new programes ai med at
obt ai ni ng these resources and i nprovi ng our organi sati ona
capacity to carry out our manifold tasks. Conference al so agreed
on the need to intensify the canpai gn For sanctions and paid
special attention to such specific issues as the arns enbargo,
financial sanctions and the possibility For ?urther action in
such areas as Japan, the USA, and the European Comunity.

The conference paid tribute to our |ate coll eague and Former head
of our Department of International Affairs, Johnny Mkatini, For
his outstanding contribution to the struggle. It warnly wel coned
the appoi nt nent of Thabo Mieki as the new head of the Departnent
of International Affairs.

Conference was al so informed of Further decisions of the Nationa
Executive Committee to strengthen the existing nmissions and to
open new ones. New offices will be opened in, anobng other

capitals, washington, Madrid, Tunis, Tripoli, Kanpala, Buenos
Aires, Accra and Manaqua.

Conf erence expressed its profound appreciation For the assistance
extended to the ANC by the CGovernnent of Norway, the Solidarity
Fund of the Labour Myvenent and the people of Norway which
enabl ed us to neet to consider sone urgent issues confronting us.
Conference al so expressed its thanks to Inger Helene, A e Anton
Kl ophus and the rest of the staff of the G anavold Guest House
For their warm hospitality which contributed to nmaki ng our
conference a success.
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On the occasion 9? March 21st, the 29th anniversary 0? the
Shar pevil | e massacre now observed as the International Day oft
Solidarity with the People 0? South Atrica, we reiterate our cell
to the peuplee cf the wirld t0 iaul ate the nurderous apartheid
system extend all round support to the ANC and the struggling
peopl e of our country and in other ways to contribute to the
creation of a united, denocratic and non-racial South Africa.
FORWARD TO MASS ACTI ON FOR PEOPLE S PONER

GRAN, NORWAY.

MARCH 21, 1989.



