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UPDATE ON SITUATIOH IN DEfiKARK (April 16th 1991), NO. 2.

Denmark will veto lifting of sanctions in EC

Denmark does not support the probosal to remove Ec-sanctions;
wednesday the 17th of April 3 clear autumajority for sustaining
the present Ec-sanCtions hag emerged. Thereb the Damian
parlxament will block the leting of the tra e embargo on iron
are, 33531 and ggugerrgnds. The three parties behind the
"MEjority foe! choated by the Danish.foreign minister. Hr Uffe
Elleman-Jensen. who failed to stand up to official Danish
poiicy by condoning the lifting of the Ec-ban on new invest-
ments in Rome last month. Ellem3n~39nson had no majority
backing his policy. According to Danish traditions of *arlia—
mentarism and minority governments this is regarded as a very
serious break of parliament‘s confidence in the government. At
a meeting in parliament“: special committee on ECLrelated
problcms £r1day the 19th the foreign minister wtll therefore
get instructions to follow the majority in parliament and not
n19 own intuition when the lifting of t:ade restrictions comes
up at next week's meeting of EC foreign ministers.

The three parties constituting the parliamentarian majority,‘
respectively the Social Democratic_2gxgr. the Soqjal Liberal
_Partx. andvthgqsh§:§§§XEII§§_Englga_anxxy, «II state that
Denmark should net patt1¢1pate in any further lifting of
sanctions before unambigious evidence of universal suffrage
being on track can he presented. This principled stand has been
taken despite heavy lobbying from the Danish chamber of Commar-
ce and Board of Industrialists.

The National Committee South Africa Action in Denmaxk his
expressed its deep appreciation of the principled stand of the
Danish politicians. At the same time the National Committee

states: "Since the Danish foreign minister has been in his
position for nearly nine years. he should know by now that the
GOVernment has nc independent mandate when it comes to South
Africa. But still he.persists in promoting his independent
views. Thus FR do xlerx 15 not inVitad by the Danish parliament
or the Danish peopie. On the 24th F? de Klerk will visit a
foreign minister in Denmark — in privaté.“
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