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By-Noxolo Kweza 

AFRICAN National Congress’ 
Women's 
‘Winnie 
will oot hand over her Orlando 
‘West house to the Soweto Her- 
itage Foundation without a fight. 

Lesgue - president 

‘That, despite & court ruling * 
last week ordering fier to. band 
the hovse back to the foundation. 

Instead, she will go as far as 

to a push, one of her 

      

Madikizela-Mandela - 

. the Appeal Court if it comes” 

‘whoever s in my wa 
.Iewyers Solani Gudiuza said 
yesterday. 

" 'Gudluza was respondisg to 
the judgment issved by a Sohan- 
nésburg High Court judge Pieter 
Pauw last Tuesday. 

Pauw. -ordered Madikizela- 
Mandela to hand over control 

  

which, 5 used as a museum, o8 
the foundation. -- 

‘The foundation was g:ven the 
bouse a5 & dogation by: former ~ 

  

  

president. - Nelson Mendels in- 
1998. The judge also instructed 
her to pay the legal costs. 

Hotwever, Gudluza said she’s 
not paying anything. 

He said the order had no legal 
basis because the decision by the 

council to hand over Lhe property 
10 Nelson Mandela was “irreg- 

" ular™, 
He said Madikizela-Mandela 

was (he sole owner of the house 
as Lhe couple were married oul of 
‘communily or praperty. 

“The house was repossessed 
by the council during lhe time 

thaL Madikizela-Mandela was in 
Brandfort. When she relumed. 

she reclaimed the hause and it 

was registered under her siepson 
Makgatho Mandela’s name. Ag 

u;e umc vomen  were - aot 
allawedto own houses,” be said. 

Gudluza said when Mandela 
was released from prison, he 
went to the council and changed 

- ownership of the house and then 
gave it to the foundation. 

“However, Mandela’s lawyer 
Ismael Ayob denmied that the 
Property. was ever registered in 
Mandela Makgatho's name. - 

- He atso denied that the prop- 
esty was ever repossessed, 

“The council tried but we 

fought the action. Madiba has 
been a tenant st the house since 
1944 aad he bought it in 1996 
{rom the council before handing 
it over 1o the Sowelo Heritage 
Cdmpany in 1997." 
* Reliable sources said the file 

on the house has since diszp- 
peared without trace from the 
council. Spokesman for Johan- 
nesburg Mayar, Kgatso Chikane 
said they were not aware of the 

allegations about the file. 

Chikane said: “Thal's news 
to me. That's sirange. Files don"t 
Just go missing 

However, he promised ‘o 
comment on the malter laday as 
ihe inforniation s not readiiy 
available yesterday. 

4 =02 - 2c 
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andela house unanimously 
Isapproved of a court ruling ordering - JE EThe Kiouse ey mare 

he house that was her base for p thelr children. 
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innie MadikizelaMlandela to vacate ¢ t Is where she brought 

Without her, the house 8 
%21s samething else.” 

“Madiba and Winnle 
should have negotiated 

about their maritat 
home before washing 

f thelr dirty ilnen in 

  

S 

“Our cultare has 
been compromised 
because when a 
man deserts his 
wile, the house 
shoutd be left In her 

   



4.FEB. 2002 : FELGA 
wuu-lda}gen%ary 4‘20‘?2'55OWEI'AN 

TE 700630 _ NO.563 

  

P.5 

  

T 

Sowetan reporter Zandile ! 
Nkuta on the High-Cou 
decision ordering )ler to 

to the Soweto’ Heritage 
Foundation: 
® “No one is taking my 
house. Anyone who says 

defeat the 
nothing.” 

® “The Soweto Herltage 
Foundation, is. the Mandel: 
family(which Ilved) in that 
hous: . 

o a'm‘me African. 
Heritagge - that is why | 
remained there when they . 
trekked out to the 
auburhs. 

® “| will remove any 
stumbling blocks and 
whoever is in’ my way." 

1944; Nelson Mandela and his fiest wife, Evr.lyn. move 
1o the house, The couple Iater divorces. 
1958: Mandela’s second wifc, Winnie Madi hln- 
viandela, moves.into Lhe house. Their first duu;}lhler 
“enani, is born. 

1960; The couple’s second d.-mghlnr Zinzi, is "0‘7‘ 
1961: Mandcla arrested visiting his wile nnd diugh- 
ers al the house, ! 
1962: Mandela jailed for sedition. 
'977; Madikizela-Mandela leaves the house \afler 
reing banished to Brandfort. 
986: Madikizela-Mandela defies the h:mnmg Prder 

wndl returns to Soweto, She focms the Winnie Mandefa 
ootball Club. using the house as ils headquarters 
lub unleashes a reign of tefror 
7¢la-Mandela regards as apartheid collaborators. 
ctivist S(mnpm Sc 

“Winnle has heen a | 
mother tg us. We will 

TN 
Abbve: Touirlsts . 
“Visiting Soweto 
Heritage 
Fouhdation. 
Left; Council 
orkers demolish 

,Wlnnlo Madikizela- 
Mandela’s small 
hbusiness in Soweto 
last October. * 
" PHOTOS: VELI 

NHLAPO 

and visitors are charged 8 R20-entrance fee.. Madik- 
izela-Mandela sells bottled soil from its garden. 
1998: The Soweto Heritage Company applies for an 
order to evict Madikizela-Mandela. In turm, Madik- 
izela-Mandela appliés for a counter-interdict and 
calls for the court to se aside the city counci eci- 
sion to transfer the property (o the Soweto Heritage 
Company. 
2001: Mx uJfl.m:l.\-M\ndeh 's action disraissed, 
2002: The courl grants the Sowmo Herilage Com- 
pany’s cv:cuun order. 

thin, and In' addition to 
, heatingms well she   
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By Zandile Nkuta 
WINNIE Madikizela-Man- "~ 
dela ymmhy warned ‘Lh 
wedia . not; -to dbuse i 
powei and’ id , it should 

ecfece-in the figho - 

'We dn nol want you o+ 
stand in our way in fighung 
to takc our land,” she sai 

d: “You don’t want N 
u 0 turn our rod on you,” 

Madikizela-Mandela 
wa Vpcuk?ng in Johannes- 

    
     

        

   

affirmed its support for 
“Zimhabwean Prcsidenl ; 

|hy the  Pun 

rulhlnbuunn mgr'ln\mlL~. Alricanisu Congress, the 

1t called ofi the British  Socialist |Organisation of 
government (o keep its  (he Peoplc of Azania and 

nngmnl promise "o give lhe Azam.m People’s 

money 1o its l'armmg com- 

munity in Zimb:\bwe 
¢ 

    

i w::nmculhngouglhur 
" heads of-staldfind govern- 
ments in the rcglon Lo emu- 

S laic - the . proy 

here when they came Lo - nannna[ hairman ul' llu. ample of the authentic [cud- 

colonise us. House of Traditional ership of President Robert 

“We wjll fight to thc last  LeaderS ~ Mpiyczintombi Mugabe (o address the land 

drop of our blood for our  Mzimelu and PAC general — issuc wilh the urgency it 

land. Millions of ourpeople ~ scerctary | Thami - Ku  deserves before it is toa 

arc cntitled to reparation. jie. dn a staement  lage” it said. 
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where militants linked to the ruling party 
ident Robert Mugabe have vig 

seized and occupied white-owned farms.. 
“I’s horrible,” Tutu said during. PIESS 

conference at the World Economic Fortum 

totally upacceptabl, . 
Tutu also criticised Mugabe, who: 2s; 

tacitly supported the militants’ actions. The 
violence, which broke out in March 2000, 
has left more than 100 peoplc dead, 
including ninc white farmers. 

“If anything can be done 1o pull him back 

urging “quiet diplomacy” o help Mngabe 
“mend his ways”. He asked other leaders, 
especially in Southern African’ countries, (o 
be “more forthright” with Mugabe. 

‘The retircd South African Anglica arch- 
bishop said that whcn Mugabe was younger, 
he wax an cxemplary Icader. 

“Robert Mugabe was, for a very long 
time, one of the brightest stars in our firma- 
ment. He was outstanding as an African 
leader: 

Tuw remembercd that afier Mugabe's 
first election victory in 1980; following 
Zimbabwe's indcpendence from RBritain, 
“when peoplc were expecting retribution 
and revenge, he remarkably spoke about and 
promoted reconciliation and reconstruction, 
T don't know what’s gone wrong;” ho said. 

Tutu did not comment specifically on the 
Zimbabwean government's programme to 

izc some 4 500 white-owned farms ~ 95 

  

   
   

     

  
   

          

  

Tutu speak 
o\ 
B E g 
[Peace laureate Desmond Tutn 
ldemned the violence in Zimbabwe, 

  

on Saturday. “What’s happening there is 

from the brink. let it be done,” Tutu said,. 

  

   

    

  

    
    

   
   

Archhishop Desmiond Tutu groots former US| presldent Bil Clinton at the start 
of a panel discusslon at the World Economi¢ Forum In New York at the 
weekend, ° 

g \ 

percent of the land owned by whites — and 
carve them up for landless blacks. 

About 60 000 whites live among 13 mil- 
lion blacks in Zimbabwe. Some 4 000 white 
farmers own a third of the nation’s land. 

Tutu said that the violence in Zimbabwe 

  

" tres. If something happens in Bosnia, for 

  

  

   

  PHOTO: AP 

  

    

hnit the image of all of Africa. _ 
“We live in 'a racist sociely globally, 

Sofriething that happens in Zimbabwe Js 
seen as reflecting badly on all African coun- 

  

      

  

   

    

   §o+|e odd reason it doosn’t reflect on Eng- 
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RLAmOWm,Sflwm,has & 
number of landmarks tha are 
mlmpamtplrtnim 
nfingmsmryolSoméfi‘im. 

Ammglhae:refllchnumwhich - 
‘were owned by political le.ders Nelson 
Mandela,WalterSisnlm 

    

buglt in the old Iarguh‘fnunr-mm Ted- 
brick apartheid stylé that tried to distin 
guish them from the rest of the.: ~ 
matehbox houses in Soweto, E 

Before he was canght as the famous 
“Black Scarlet Pimpernel’ in the late 
1960s, Nelson Mandela was a distin- - 
guished resident, with Winnie Madik- 
izela-Mandela as his wife, of Nmnber 
1815 Orlando West. 

‘This house has weathered the slings 
and arrows of nutrageom fortune. After . 
Madiba was sent to Rubhanlsland, his 
family living in the honse'became the 
constant target of apartheid policemen. 

‘Winnie conrageously fought the police 
who tried every trick in-the book to djs- 
grace or destroy her. 

‘Winnie Madikizela-Mandela has now - 
lost a four-year batfie over the hfs!anc   house. 

Justice Peter Pauw orxlered her to 
vacate the house, now the property of the 
Soweto Heritage Foundation. ' 
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G#v’c burying its head 

EALTH minister Manto Tsha- 
balali-Msimang has again defied 
logic in refusing to change her 

on the provision of anti-aids dnlgs 

  

   
   

  

   

    

    

to regnant mothers with HIV, - 
is comes after a two-day consulta- 

meeting with the health MECs, after 

e of the positive expectations of 
and have a change ( of heart. 

tislnrdw.lmagmeh«w mfl:zmce 

of fimp criticism and strong public 
p T e: Government to eonsider 

regnant HIV mothers, the 
Gq can bury its head jn the 
‘sand and pretend there is o crisis. 

its stoic approach the Government 
ignored the voices of some of South 

’s greatest icons, including former - 
ident Nelson Mandela; Nobel peace 

  

   

    

   

  

   

   

    

   

itu pamllu:ltd the fight against Aids 
the strnggl: against apartheid, 

we are not doing enough to 
bat Aids, adding: “We should see it 

new apartheid and evoke the same 

words are polgpant and should 

actas a prod to Tshabalala-Msimang 
her colleagues in the Government. 

Government should guard 
forcing its supporters to equate it 

flxe hated ‘apartheid regime by - 
'ng to take good counsel from the ™ 

SR     
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Cleric says all p011t1ca1 part1es 
  

  

in Zim 
- WHILE the Sonth African Government waits 
for feedback: from & team it has seat fo;Zim-- 
babwe (o assess whetlier free aod falr elections - 
are postible in that country, asenior Jocal cleric 
has shied away from pmnnnnemg directly on 
the issue. - 

He also says the violence. plagumg Z\m 
babwe ivolves those for and ageinst the rmling 
Zanu-PF, including the opposition Movement 

- for Democratic Change-(MDC). _ 
" Speaking .on-SABC's Newsmaker pro- 
gramme yul:nhy, presiding bishop of the 
Methodist Curch in Southemn Aftica, Mvume - 
Dandale, said it was crucial the March 9 and 10 
elections were free and fair. But he would not 

- say whether he thought this would be the case. 
Dandala receatly retumed -from a fact- 

finding mission lo Zimbabwe, where be was 
briefed by church leaders on the run-up to the 
polls. He admitied (e situation was crealing 
concern among the clergy that the election” 
‘would nol be free and fair. 

  

. — e S 

“involved i in vi lenCé 
That is why the - 
hurches wrote a fetter 

(hat couatry. They felt 
there was a potential -} 
the eléctions would ot 
be free and fair, he 
said. 

Dandala s 
.sppeumi that” 

did aay qume cl 
(h 

  

need for effective monitoring of the 
+ elections: 

He said all the people they met in 
Zimbabwe are concerned at what they 

-see as.foreigd intervention that might 

undermine the value of theirvote. He 
said- there was concern among Zim- 
babwe’s opposition volers that a vote 
against President Robert Mugabe might 
*beperceived “as a British vole”, - 

Asked if he .thought the Southern. 
African Dcvaluvm:nl Community was 
capable of -playing an observer role, 

- Dandala. said: “If the SADC enisures 
that in the teams they send they do hot 
just send governmeant representatives ... 

  

  

learly 4 
thece is nodoubt  Blshop Myume Dandala this would carry a lot of merit". 
   

    

   

  

in their minds that 
Zanu-PF acd those who are in power al the 
moment seem (0 be more involved.” 

Asked whal he thought needed to be done, 
Dandala said the churches were siressing the 

Last Friday, Deputy Fareign Affairs 
Minister Aziz Pabad said a task team had been 
sent to Zimbabwe to study the political climate 
aad fo make recommendations which would be 
submitted today, — Sapgz 
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By Charity Bhengu 

E 15 fit and energelic. There is 
nothing abouf this man that 
indicates that he is HIV-posi- 
tive. Matthew Damane (25) 

tells how his condition jmproved after 
taking enti-retroviral drugs. 

He says his girlfriend died of Aids. 
She was nol on anti-retrovirals. 

. Damage was introduced (0 the 
lreatment programme in Khayelitsha, 
'Western Cape, Jast June whea his CD4 
cell count, which reflects the strength 
of the immune system, was 138, The 
CDA cell count fot a healthy person is 
normally above 1 000, 

His viral load was 95 000 and his 
immune syslem was compromised by 
increasiag opporiunistic diseases and 
showed a greai need for dedicated 
care, X 

Damane (ells how astrict drug reg- 
imen saved his life, “I joined the treat- 
ment programme at Khayelitsha HIV 
Clinics last year.”   

Probe starts into 
prison scandals 
By Thabo Thulo 

MUCH prison dicty linen is expected to be washed in public 
—whesi the-Jali-Commission.of-Inquiry into-the-Department-of 

Correctional Services starts hearings in Durbaa today. 
The commission, established by President Thabo Mbeki, 

will investigate corruption, maladministration, violence and 
intimidation in the departraent. I Is expected Lo lift the lid off 
aseries of prison scandals that include murder, corruption and 
blackmail. 

Oue of ttie prisons that wil come under the spotlight is 
Ncome prison near Vryheid. 3 

Prisoners there allege (hal warders opened (ire on some 
prisoners who cesisted being manipulated into taking part in a 
prison uprising in 1996. 

- Prisoner Siphamandla Zwane told Sowetan ia September 
Iast year that wirders were unhappy at belng given increased 
warkloads, so they used prison gangs (o make (he prison 
“ungovernable”, A 

Two prisaners died and a number were injured in the 
easuing mayhem, i 

In a subsequent cover-up, families of the dead prisonzrs 
were told they had “escaped”. 

Zwane said he (ried to lay chasges against the warders for 
intimidation and incitement, but was denied access to the 
police. « 

Another prison that wilt be investigated is Ducban-West- 
ville, which has been plagued with allegations of prisoners 
walking free and enjoying benefits in exchange for money. 

There have also been killings, some of which have not 
been investigated. 

The commission wifl visil prisons and hear evidence from 
prisoners and high-ranking officers. 

After five weeks the commission will move fo Eastem Cape. 
Commission secretary Mc Charles Frank has appealed to 

people wanting Lo give evideace 1o contact him on the toll-free 
number 0800 60 66 60. 
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The clinics were established by 
Medicines Sans Frontieres (MSF) and 
the University of Cape Town’s school 

| of public and primary healthcare in 
Khyelitsha— 

“I-was so sick, I couldn’t wark or 
| do anything for myself;” he says. 

Afler being on a triple treatment of 
AZT, 3TC and Nevirapine (or some 
time, he startled showing some 
improvement. He recorded an impres- 
sive weighi gain and retumned to work. 

Damane is one of 54 patieats who 
are on anti-relrovirals treatment and 
68 percent of them have fuberculosis. 
Most of them staried on AZT-3TC- 
Nevicapine or Hfavirenz instead of 
Nevirapine if on TB treatment. 

He says: “I experienced side 
effects in the beginning of the treat- 
ment butl they lasted about two 
months. T was dizzy on the first day, 
nauseous, had diarrhoea and devel- 
oped a skin rash. 

“Lam well now. When I was tested 
last September, my CD4 cell count 
was 254 and the viral load was unde: 
tectable in my blood" 

The pateated drugs are expensive 
al R37,44 (or triple therapy 2 day, 
instead of R18,14 a day for generic 
drugs made by a Brazifian company. 

With plans to extend the pro- 

secand shipment arrived in December. 
MSF Brazil bought them from the 
Brazilian govemment and sold them 

Founder of the Khayelitsha project 
Dr Eric Goemagre says South Africa 
could learn valuable lessons from 
Brazil. 

“Brazil has unp]emmltd a policy 
of providing anti-retroviral treatment 
to HIIV-positive people. This has beea 
achieved Lirough the manufacture of 
generic medicines whose price has 
dropped by 82 pércent. Of 597 000 
people with HIV-Aids, about 98 000 
people are on treatment and HIV-Aids 
deaths had beea ceduced by 50 percent 
in June 2001, 

“Brazil did this by setling up a 
pharmacentical company called Far- 
Manguihos which conducls ‘Tesearch 
into producing the raw materials of - 

2ys Goemaere. 

“of generic copies of five anti-retro- 
viral drogs from Brazll, MSF &y 

obtained permission from the Medi- 
cines Control Council fo treat the 
infected, Goemaere says. “We will 

get s cold. Those we have managed to 
save now have a CD4 cell count of 
200, But we have [ost some,” Goe- 

-demonstrate—that it is possible_and . maere siys. _ .. 

affordable”. 
Of South Africa’s four million 

infectsd people, the World Health 
Organisation estimates 200 000 will 
die this year of HiV-related diseases. 

“We are going (o select 15 people 
with a CD4 cell count of below 200 
and at clinical stage three or four 
(with severe infections and about to 
develap full-blown Aids) (o start the 
generic anti-retroviral treatment for 
Hve years,” says Goemacere, - 

‘The patients should be residents of 
Khayelitsha, bave disclosed their 
status to af least one family member 
and be prepared to altend the clinic 
regularly. The priority is mother and 
child, Most palients under 13 years 
arc infected from their mothers, 

“We have sccepled people even 
——j wilh a zer0 D4 cell count — 

people who would die 
g within two days if they 

MSE started with the first grovp | 
Jast May and boasts excellent 
resulls, with some people having 
regained about 10 kilograms and 
their CD4 cell count increased by 90 
percent, says Goemaere. 

“The qua!.uyol‘lhegeneuc drugsi is 
guaranteed and does not induce aay 
additional side effects other (han 
nausca; dizziness, beadache and 
fatigue which last sbout one and 3 half 
months and our patients have accepted 
the change from patent drugs lo 
generic drugs,” be said- 

* The MSF programme was firs( 
established in April 2000 as pact of an 
agreement with: the Western Cape (o 
pilot integrated care for those with 
HIV. This followed the introduction of 
the prevention of mother-to-child 
transmission programme. - 

The alm is to prolong the lives of 
same of 40 000 HIV-infected adults of 
about 350 600 people in Kbayelitsha. 

progresses: 

® STAGE ONE. 
ere are 1o symptoms. 

@ STAGE TWO. 
The lmumune system starts 

s that it is not 
ning propel. You 

should-watch weight lass. 
minor skin_problems. 
shingles and recurrence of 
head or chest colds. 
@ STAGE THREE. 
Welght loss tends to be 
more profound. There is a 
chronic diarthoea and 
fev hould start taking 
catrimoxazole. Th 
problems are thrush. T8 
and vaginal infestlon. 
® STAGE FOUR. 
HiV-positive people are 
PR SRS 
work or care for 
themsetves. Their problems 
include weight loss, severe 

ancer. It is 
i taking 

LICH 

Information provided by the 
Treatment Action 
Campslgn.   
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Anti-retrovirals save life 
IR DR T ET A, 

GRAPHIC: JO NHLAPO 

  

B TCRGTR TR 
infections that may oceur 
in HIV-Infected people: 

® TUBERCULOSIS {TB). 
Treatment Is highly 

effective but has to be 
LEUC R LIS OF 
ensure complete recovery. 

® PNEUMOCYSTIS CARINI 
PNEUMONIA (PCP). 
This is a lifethreatening 

lung disease. Symptoms 

Include dry cough and | 
difficulty in breathing. PCP 
can be prevented by taking 
catrimoxazale. 
® TOXOFLASMOSIS. 

{t affects fhe brain. infects 
lungs and eyes and can 

cause 3 coma. It is treated 
with a six-week course of 
drugs or prevented by 
catrimoxazole. 
® CRYPTGCOCCAL 
MENINGITIS. An infection 

of the brain and spinal 

cord, which Is caused by a 
fungus which is breathes 

i, Can be treated with 
fiuconazole and p: 
remain on it for Jife. 

® CRAL CONDIDIASIS 
{THRUSH). If appears (n 
the mouth and throat, It 
can cause sore throat, paln 

when swallowing, nausea 

and loss of appetita. It is 
treated with a mouth wash 
or lozenges.      
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|  BleRen oum | . Respect this gift of nature 
N SAtuRrDAY, South Africans jox:ncd in P & : 3 e ploball Gt o Wods Squth Afr‘xca_ s wetlands are not just an ecological 
Wellands Day. This day marked thc ¢ 1 i ' 1ati bt 5 1971 3F 8 catate st Wonder but also a key contrj utor to‘ alleviating 

intcmational law, the Ramsar Convention on ¥ . i ioi H ity poverty, wiites Rejoice Mabudafhasi 
Ecology cynics will say therc is little reason g i fitii 8 ) ¥ to celebrate those muddy and smelly landscapes O [] |Greater St Lucia Wetland Park, pechaps South where water accumulates for cxtended periods. . |Afiica's flagship welland area which was However, since South Aftica is preparing t -~ i ; : tly proclaimed a World Heritage Site. 

  

  

  

      

    

  

    

    
   

  

host the World Summit on Sustainablc Develop- F » ‘The Government has a duty to conserve and ment later this year, Wetlands Day is'a valuable * ) g | ote: the sustainable use of this biological opportunity to look at the link between wetlands I W ? " |wealth, not only for its intrinsic value, but alsa and issucs that will come under the spotlight at i J for economic: growth and sustainable develop- the summit. - ! and to alleviate poverty. 
The corc subject matter of this event will be n 1 ‘We are making strides in wetland conserva- the relationship between (he environment, [ ion in South Africa. The inclusion of a wetland 

development and poverty. A7 onservation theme in thc Environment Initia- Wetlands traditionally have been perceived g \ ive of New Partnership for Africa’s Develop- as a nature conscrvation or wildlife issue rather s £ t (Ncpad) shows that wetlands' value has than a3 a natural rcsource assel able to j ¢ i recognised at the highest political level. conuibute 1o sustainable development and the  (fe8 13 : 3 - “Working for Wetlands”, a newly formed wellbeing of our people. Minister of Arts,Culture; Stlence'and lic-privato partnership with a budget of ‘The challenge before the country is todrawa  Techinology: Dr Ben‘Ngubane z 0 million 2 year, links the rehabilitation of link beiween wetlands and the factors that opening of a craft market at St Lucla’s 
underpin the sustainability of development, Wetland Park last year. ills - and opportunities to disadvantaged poverty alleviation and economic growth in : PHOTO: ENOS'MHLONGO  people. Within u fow years, South Africa will South Africa. the answer to South Africa’s.looming water. a detailed inventory describing the exicnt, As soon a5 onc starts Lo cxamine the various  crisis lies solely in complex and expensive, engi-  ffistribuncn and diversity of its wetlands. functions, products and attributes of wetlands, neering solutions. Namre has provided robust Despitethese accomplishments, many chal- the vital link cmerges: wetlands are water and ~ and frec technology, which we must recognise, es remain, Key decisionmakers, especially water is wetlands. respect and protect, . In water resource. management, still view wet The ecosystems that sustain the water Ina country such as ours, wetlands should be  Jands as competing “users” of water. Responsi- resource, and which in tumn rely on it, are insep-  taking their rightful place on the national agenda  pility for wetland conscrvation and management arable. Anything that affects one side of the - as a foundation for achicving sustainable water rdivided betwcen government departments and 

TP 

   

  

        

      

     

  

  

    

       

  

   
   

    

    

equation affccts the other side tao, management. often fragmented and uncoordinated. 'We thus cannot continue (o pollute wetlands, Another Iink betwecn wetlands and sustain- Key players such as the Department of Envi- drain them, starve them of water and exploit  able development can be found in the rich diver- tal Affairs and Tourism will take these them unsustainably for food and shortsighted sty of plant and animal species and habitats lenges intp account in giving effect to the cconomic devclopment without expecting to  found in these ecosystems, and the economic ar Convention’s aim. Ppay a heavy pricc in the long-term. - value of this biddiversity. Its mission to conserve and wisely use South Africa has particular reason to appre- The number of species of plants and animals ~ Wwetlands by national action and jntemational ciate its water resources as its national rainfall is -*found within our borders is the third highest of peration so as (o achieve sustainable devel- beJow the global average. any country in fhe world. =+ ment is even more relevant today than il was By 2025 South Alrica will be one of 14 jore, South Africa contains the only hen the convention was set up 31 years ago, African countries classified as subject to water  floral kingdom found entitely within one As a founding member of the convention and scarcity, which is defincd as being less than - country. The smallest of the world’s six floral t of the summit, South Africa must ensure 1000 cubic metres a person a year. regions, the Cape Floral Kingdom, better known t with respect to wellands, a strong message In 1994, just 35 percent of rural South as the- fynbos, biome, is home to 9 000 plant sent to the world leaders who will gather in Africans had access to clean water. The country  specics, of which 6 000-are found nowhere else johannesburg in August. | e clearly needs to manage its water and associated  on earth, This is truly a global asset worthy of South Africa must focus .on the jmportance ecosysicms with this reality in mind, ¢ (he utmost care. " werlands to the sustainability of the planet’s Wetlands supply and purify water, they regu- Many spécies have adapted to life in cosystems and for people’s well-being. late water flow, supply food and provide focal ~wetlands to the point that they are not ablc to 1 Wetlands also can play a role in refreshing points for economic development. They are a  survive anywhere else, and are thus cntirely  and re-focusing the agenda for sustainable key part of the solution to the problem. i y developmient, , Unlike other water resources that require The World Wetlands Day celebrations give interventions and investment to — and’especially the ecology cynics — a Bt the. major.benefit from wetlagds i i ¢ i y ance o reflce pn these, messages, their e et 3 (abudiafhasiys Repusy Mirssteriof Envi 
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APPEAL FOR COMMUNITY TO CO-OPERATE 

Extra security for 

  

  

KZN to fight crime 
LEE RONDGANGER _ 

MORE than 1 500 police officers, soldiers 
and traffic Inspectors will be deployed in 
KwaZulu-Natal over the next month in 
an effort to stablllse crime. 

This was in response to President 
Mbeki’s call that February should be the 
month of safety and security. 

According to pollce extra security per- 
sonnel would be brought in from other 
provinces to beef up the tion. 

Last week, the nationwide Qperation 

Teipa began in KwaZulu-Natal with the 
deployment of extra law cnforcement 
agents. The operation would focus on 
major national and provincial roads 
where there would be a concentration of 
security forces at roadblocks and visible 
checkpoints, according to police. 

Police spokesman, Dir Bala Naidoo, 
sald more than 100 roadblocks had been 
conducted in KZN alone last week. 

“In, its first week of operation 6 598 
vehicles and 12 536 passengers were 
searchied, resulting in 192 prosecutions 

  

for serious crimes and traffic violations. 
“Thirty-three stolen vehicles, 13 

firearms, 95 rounds of ammunition and 
GOkg of dagga were seized,” lzmid. 

e operation was ed to contin- 
ue unfi.lpgeae_nd of xlmmh. 

Provincial police commissioner Moses 
Khaoyile ?&mled to motorists and 
members of the community-to co-oper- | 
ate with security forces. | 

“Crime in this province can only be 
addressed thxough the co-operation of 
the community,” he said. 

  

 



CHARTER FLIGHTS MAY BE USED 

  

UK mayors to 

help province 

PATRICK LEEMAN 

provindtal tourist body, 
Tourism KwaZulu-Natal, is 
‘making a concerted effort to 
bring thousands of British 

tourists fo the xegnn from next 
‘year in a sexies of charter flights, 

The chief executive officer of 
KZN Touslsm, Mr Gareth Coleman, 
said the organtsation was in discus- 
sion with twd British charter com- 
panies to-dinch Lhe deal and an 
announcemenit was expected'soon. 

Speaking during the visit to Dut- 
ban yesterday of eight lord mayors 
from the United Kingdom, he said 
KZN Tourism was to broaden 
the tourism base of British visitors 
to the province, Traditionally, 
British tourists had come to KZN (o 
visit friends and family, but a major 
effort was now being made to woo 
the affluent British middle-class, 
espedially with the present highly 
favourable exchange rate. 

He said it was possible that the 
charter flights would leave from 
Manchester in the north of the UK 
or Gatwick near London. 

Mr Coleman said XZN Tourism 
had been pleased with the success 

of the charter flights from Hungary, 
a project inaugurated last year. . 

ere had been a 52% increase in 
the volume of tourist traffic from 
Hun; for the current year, com~ 

with 2001. 
Some of the charter flights had 

linked up with a service incorporat- 
ing Mombasa, giving the 
Hungarian visitors a taste of East 
Africa and South Africa, he said. 

In addition to af to boost 
tourism from UK and €, trade 
and investment op| tes in 
Weslem Burope and the UK by 
trade and Investment pariners in 
KZN were to be accelerated in the 
nexk two years. 

The mana, directot of South 
African To in the UK, Ireland 
and the Nordic Countries, Mr 
Willem Eksleen, said the eight 
British mayors had enjoyed their 
visits to Durban, Johannesburg, 
and Cape Town. The visit was 
organised in conjunction with SAA. 

e magors, who visited Durban 
and the North Coast at the week- 
end, were from Westminster 
(London), Birmingham, Bristol, 
Cardiff, Liverpool, Portsmouth, 
Swansez and York. 

  

Parents ‘turn blind 
eye to pupil abuse’ 
MOSHOESHOE MONARE 

JOHANNESBURG - A high number 
of unreported statutory rapes of 
pupils by teachers ha ] under 
the nose of parents who furned a 
blind eye for the sake of financlal 
support from the educators. 

t3s likely that most of the teach- 
ets who committed sexual abuses 
as suggested by - the Mefllczi 
Research Council and Human 
Rights Watch in recent reports, are 

in the profession, 
The South African Coundl of 

Educators, a professional and disci- 
y body which registers the 

country’s 360000 teachers, has 
confirmed that it received only 34 
sexual abuse complaints since 
1999. 

Concerned about the low num- 

ber of reports of abuse, the coundl 
said Unicef had donated more 
than R1 million to raise awareness, 
and that a nafional schoolto- 
school probe was under way. 

"We ate gOMg O HaVEd Sumimit 
in six months' time shich might 
culminate in a national plan to go 
to each and every school to lnves- 
tigate this,” said Mr Reg Brijra}, the 
coundl’s chief executive officer. 
Mr Thami Mseleku, director-gen- * 

eral in the department of educe- 
tion, said yesterday that leachers 
fell in Jove with under-age girls ot 
eve;xnit:!d lobola without parents 
reporting the matter. 
“Any complaints about teachers’ 

‘misconduct should be reporied to 
SACE, Privale Bag X127, Cen- 
turion, 0046 or Tel: (012) 663 9517 
and Fax: (012) 663 9238, 

  

  

Armbands for Aids 

A“BLACK Armband Campaign” 

Jaunched by the Junior Doctors’ 
Association (udasa) in Ditban on 

Saturday. 
The assodation's chairman, Dt 

Xarl le Roux, sald the band, 
which was endorsed by the 
Treatment Action Campaign, 

signified the mourming for 
ients lost to HIV/Alds and 

siowed solidarity with those who 
were HIV-positive. 

*The band also signifies that 
! there is an ucgent need to fight 
| Aids,” he said. - Sapa 

  

to draw attention to HIV/Atds was - 
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| Tutu.calls 
for action 
over Zimbawe 
JOHN BATTERSBY 
GROUP POLITICAL EDITOR 

NEW YORK - The time had comé 
to ur:glace “quiet diplomacy” 
towards Zimbabwe with something 
more  forthright,  Archishop 
Desmond Tutu said at a media 
briefing on min at the 
World &vnmcmyhmm 

Sharing a platform with Sinn 
Fein leader Jerry Adams and United 
Nat:onshnmmfiglxtmmbnm 
er Mary Robinson, Archishop Tutu - 
said that the situation in Zimbabwe 
required tougher action by his 
peers “for the sake of Zimbahwe 
and other counties in the reglon.” 

“What is hay mflmvgy 

Robert Mugabe had once been 
admired as one of Africa’s brightest 
leaders. 

“He was one of the brightest stars 
in our firmaruent who preached 
reconciliation and reconstruction. 
don’t know what has gone wrong, 
but what is happening there is 
wfllly umctqmble. ‘Archishop 

"lfanyfiunganbedoncmpml 
him back from the brink - let it be 
done,” he said. 

  

" refused access to the beach on Luda Estary, 
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KZN WILDLIFE LAY‘(s DOWN RULES 

     
   

if the perm:t holder undertook a 
tour with guests who were not 
allowed to fih mwexl&w marine 
organisms. He sa Wildlife 
had reminded him that “only the 
highest conservation m‘s and 

allowed back on the sand.- agalr, wiour will be accept . 

subject to strict conditions ail'l " “Our, 
dovmbwaaZuln—ledehI\’_ valid only untl March 1 and 

SRS P Ay office at ucia a with i 
had to allow him e lawandwhlchwewfllgetlml 

Meanwknle ast 

He intends chal- NOW READ Lucla ! 
.h\gjngmlegahty I‘O UM: 9‘ i\!nde, ! 

efiu‘hvely 

ST Lucia tour operator w] 
was denied access to 

  

jow a period of gra back beach. 5 
21 o pen afierwhmh“npl "Ifl.;::?n:othad:mglebwhn' g 

cal Lv.needmh! fi 
Batker, owner of St Ludia into effect. The 

Leisure, whose company 

  

occasions while driving overseas fesident who is matried-with four 
visltors through the ‘herltage dnkhm.' 

sm,wasm]levedmbea\flewfl% * \Ag‘erw‘cu‘?ia;msajd he,pex]::'i 
dlients on educational trips, W’éfl a zone 
mebead\esofStlnmmp 1ot hold out-much hope of 

Vidal again. ‘being able to continue, with his 

Ancesshesmd,wasallowedonly angnngandflyfshlngwms 5   
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|Water Price 
’I‘HE national department of water affairs has a duty to 

intervene to save Durban from a high increase in 
charges for bulk water supplies. 

  

The impending increase — the amount of which seexfis to * 
be in dispute - is caused by factors which have little or 
nothing to do with the council or the ratepayers and con- 
sumers it serves. 
The immediate problem stems back to last year, when 

Umgeni Water transfersed a rural water scheme to the ursic- 
ity council. Apparently, Umgeni Water incurred about 
R400 million in capital costs on these schemes, and now 
municipalities like Durban are likely to be unfaidy bur- 
dened with this. g 

Provision of reticulated water'to depivéd tural commu- 
nities is a Jaudable objective of national-govermment. But 
this is a national programme, in which Umgeni Water has 
acted as an agent of the department of water affairs, The 
highcustcffinandngthisinfizsuu;mmshouldbechaqad 
to the national government, It is not the responsibility of 
local government. ) 
The national government has madé onlyr R120 million : 

available towards these costs. When it comes to Durban, 
there is apparently a feeling in national-circles that the 
unicity should stand on its own feet in this regard because: 
it is financially strong. e o 
The eThekwini council is right to fight this additional '- 

burdening of its budget with capital costs incurred by 
Umgeni Water. @ ’ 

  

Local water consumers have already suffered uriaccept-" 
ably high tariff increases in recent years - something which 
drew the ire of Reserve Bank Governor Tito Mboweni about 
a year ago. He stressed that those résponsible for the 
ing of water in KwaZulu-Natal'should. take heed of 
country’s inflation guidelines:.-* " ... - o 
Another high water tariff increase-would also hurt house, 

hold and industrial consuniers, undermining the i 
ability to attract Industry and to create jobs, 

‘. . . a . : 

Virginity Testing 
WHAT’S good for the goose is good for the gander! 

That will be the reaction of some women to news 
that KwaZulu-Natal traditionalists aréreverting to the prac- 
tice of encouraging boys to also undergo virginity testing. 

This practice has stirred up a range-of public emotions, 
being described on the one hand as “traditional and ethi- 
cal” but dismissed on the other as “medieval and unscien- 
tific”. 
Whatever one’s view, one thing seems sure. The “dark 

knee test” - such knees apparently are regarded as an indi- 
cation of lost virginity - should encourage boys to keep 
their trousers on. - i oh 
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Task team 
wants 

action on 
child rape 

REBLANCHE 
PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 

PARLIAMENT'S hewly formed task 
team on child pbuse and rape is 
considerin, ing the Law 
Comlrnisiui 0 fighc ‘hearings to 

  
lain with compiling 

g\pmpmhep;nm ild care legisla- 
tion. ! 

  

   mittee that the| dlgw { miénisfiog 
was apparently |dragging its Hee 
with drafting of the new legislation. 

The task’ was: announced 
last month after an outcry agalnst 
an escalation ir} baby rapes across 
the country. ' 

;‘he 'le:dxu the chid abgi! 
taskteam, Mr-Cps Salojee, said the 

14-member wotld be finally 
constituted today and hearings 
were planned for the end of the 
month. ! 

Concerri | 
Mr Saloj 0 also heads up 

the mmm’let:'ce on soclal develop- 
ment, recently |expressed his con- 
cern that the Law Commission was 
for from finished with drafting the 
bills on child 
This was despite efforts by the 
MPs to fast-trjck the process by 
calling a coi e late last year 
with the law witers, which led to 
the publication of a discussion 

aper on envi legislation. 
| 'lp'fx(c task wm% this week 
advertise and invitations to 
non-governmental and civil society 
organisations involved in child care 
to make wrlttex] or oral submissions 
regarding the dngoing problem of 
child abuse, abuse of pupils 
and rape of dren and 
babies, like " 'Upington's Baby 
Tshepang. | 
The task teank hoped also to look 

into child porrjography and wants 
to invite the film and publications 
board to the hearings to explain 

_THE MERCURY, Monday February 4, 

  why legislitior] in this regard was 
also delayed. 3 

  

2002 
  

   



  

  

African ministers in bfd 

to tackle hunger ctisis - 
CAIRO - African ministess were due hete 1 g 

lhlsv?eekm tackle the problems that create - review efforts to maintain arabte land an l 

tinent amid ara- 

‘\:‘i‘n;'fi!;ofl t“vlten'l‘:a:lcmlmd summit une  Lmral-disasters; pests and Alds. 
1d also discuss plans to involve 

staged by the UN food agency, officials said Thcyv;;:xle s m{: o N % o 

Yo, Agriciiture Organisation: © “Minfsteds. of agriculture, A Azh. League presidént Winnle Madiki- . 
The Food and Agricidture %820 BECE! 1d rural development from 52 Afric- zel-Mandela is expected to appeal 

S b e e e o Sevtn he._an.c “expected in Caito.for the dgilnsta hgh oy at s 
it o G 

g €Y 
i 

goaf‘s‘et by the 1996;ummit (o halve the plen 
futshe Viaka 

‘number of undemourished people by ZDl.S B 
0 400 million. 

“Its a winable war,” Mr Michael Hs 

    

The African regional conference Will 

fresh water as well as cope with wass, nat- 
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Iyhome i Orlando Soweto, Madil 
“Ttis the mlmuunvowffiM"nd'lldzdn- vacate th 
Mandela to instuct her lawyer to A I 
continue ltflanlfllem.f‘:r},," he 

lengthy 
T ownership of the four- M:Ah{lkeynnlds, sald" house -pme blrthplzg roofongg 

Mandela children — followed and 

Winnie digs-in over house debacle 
museum. She was also ordered to 

I oy andela gave the house, in 
@zl Street, tothe-Seweto 

Trust In 1998, but Mrs 
a-Mandela refused to 

q;wlg;y.butflem the 

fhe capital for mfi% au- T, i ; e /from Monday A world food riginally e Johannesburg high- court came to conclusion this week. d (he FAO was urging wealthy - The .mber 5-9 bist was delay- ruled on Tuesday thaf resi- gcl;l{eemmmm“é around the world to make - scheduled for N 3ou rber 11 nt N g greater efforts to raise fimds to help poot ed In the aftermath of the Se 

countres grow their own food. ¢ 5 i first of reglon- buted - The Afiica meeting is the 
Tuese, Bncs emwmm;t}xln?!msmfioneal al meetings, with- others scheduled over 

through any 
e . "We're not recommending it  the aext 

%?E’.:fl jed through us," he said. 

aftacks on the uma_?i,a‘m 

onths for the Middle East, | 
‘Asto-Pacific and Latin America. -Snp--AflJ 

  

  

  

Govt must live up t01ts electoral rhetoric 
'WITH refezence to ANC 
spokesman Mtholephi 
Mthimkhulu's call for parents and 
others lo question emant 
¥ s not at school during 
school hours (The Mercury, 
January 30). 

. The notion is commendable, 
but idealistic and symptomatic of 
the vast lacunae that exist between 
(he haves and the have-nots. 

For example, we had a visit from 
a woman who used to work in our 
area as 2 maid. Her employers 

emigrated and, despite 2 Severance- headmaster that he requires R30 in 
package and other help, lifescon  fegs from each pupll, 
returned {0 normal inrural - * She cantiot afford it. R30 is a 
hMa]%humulo where she has a small  huge amount of money whea you 
olding. have none, Besides being let down 
As a single mother naw, living by a govemment that promised 

quite literally off the land and free education at this woman's 
with no electricity or running children's level, they will not be 
water, she has no access to cash. allowed into class until they have 
Her children have been dttending  paid the fees. ’ 
the facal school, but this year, ‘The scenarig that follows goes 
despite her selling the odd chicken  like Uris: Mr Mlhfi'nk§fi!u: “Why 
to buy makeshift uniforms for u not at school?® 
them, she has been told by the Children: "We can't aford the 

fees.” Ruling party Interzogator: 
"But school s free at your age.” 

Children: “No, it's not, 
otherwise we'd be there.” 

Forget the backing that Mr 
Mthimkhulu has received from 
anyone following his call; all the 
government needs lo do s live up 
fo its electoral rhetoric. 

An uneducaled, unhealthy 
society Is doomed, 

MICHEL PEARCE 
Durban North 

But she said tday that dent Nelson Mandela's ex-wife be nobod; i evicted from the house which she et oyl Igh apparently” has been using as a 

it to 
dej the Mandela children 
mmeefluge".—fipa o 

Cholera toll'dlimbs 
| A 38-YEAR-OLD man from the Matiwaneskop area pear 
Ladysmith died of cholera in the Ladysmith provincial hospital at the weekend, bringing the death toll from cholera In KivaZulu- Natal to 259 in the past 18 
months, 

In the past 48 hours 225 new cholera Gases have been Teported, taking the (otal number in KZN to 112994 since August 2000, 
—_— 
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minister of Education, 
Prof Kader Asmal, gave 

g 'URcznz-u'ideng roving 

¢ 
" us much to think about 

tecently when he chastised teach- . 
ers for not knowing the words of 
our. national anthem Nkosf Sikefe - 
iAffica in three languages. In 

<doing sohie mised some very fun=— -~ 
damentalquestions of patriotism 
and nfignalism. * 

IfHi€ chise to extend his author- 
Lty frozschools to homes, he may 
s 

tism is”Virtually non-existent in. 
sport and politics. It takes only a 
soccer match or'a cricket pitch to 
bring out the divisions that Jurk 
within the South African psyche. 

Patriotism results frorn pride in 
elonging fo a‘common state in 

Bohich citizens actively practise 
helr civil dghts in a democratic 

Rulture with equal opportunities, 
That Is why immigrant and 

[itave societtes such as those In the 
&S are no Jess loyal 1o and proud 
En‘ their country despite their posi- 

fon In its hierarchy of privilege. 
In short, constitutional or civic 

natriotism leaves people free to 
efine and celebrate their multiple 
identities as they see fit, 

1 recall 2 time when, sitting in a 
coffee shop in the Middle Easl, we 

Sistened to the complaints of some 
& lack Panthers. They were the rad- 
w4l segment of disenchanied 
Moroccan Jews. 
We were young social scieace 

%mamhus eager to collect data on 
\aclsm. Forgefting our profession- 

1 ole, ane of the researchers 
1psed into sentimentality and a 

< alvely passionate sense of justice. 
Then why don't you leave 

hocked to discover that patrio-. 
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+ your blagk brothers in Africa, 
where you'will be treated with dig- 
it . 
thnfl“ he retorted in shock. “IL 

am not aa African. 1 am an Israeli 
national.” . 

At different phases in our lives, 
nationalism can transcend ethnic- 
ity. Patriotism as it is known, expe- 
rienced and expressed in the 
major continents of the world, 
such as India, Britain or the US, is 
a rare phenormenon in our coun- 

t[yln Malaysia, both Hindus and 
Muslims are united under their 
fag, as is the case with many 
other countrdes with diverse eth- 
nic populations. 

of us watched as the 
September 11 tragedy elicited a 
force of unity among Americans. 
They unfurled their flags on build- 
ings, in windows, on rooftops, 
and on lawns. The Stars and 
Stripes had become more than a 
symbol. I places of worship, as 
well as in the streets, (he people of 

mmo     

    

America came forth in every hue. 

HE black blended with the- 
while to form 2 commorn 
identity that echoed the 
senu:}'ent "My country, 

t or wro! - 

‘ulx}nl.ike South Africans today, 
Americans seem (o wear their 
nationalism on their sleeves. 

Their brand of nationalism tran- 
scends ethnicity, race, religion and 
politics. Even fresh immigrants so 
grateful for (heir green cards for- 
sake their countries of origin and 
immerse themselves in the ethos 

    

    
RAJAB 

_DEVI'S DIARY 
of the red, white and blue, 
- Gmwigf vp in $A, the disen- 
franchised rarely felt a sense of 
Ea o, under the old regime. 
Liviig within the country one 
harboured treasonable thoughts 
and prayed for the demise of the 
govemnment. 
Many leamt to secretly sing the 

anthem of protest and remained 
- tight-lipped when Die Stem was 

in Afrikaans or English. 
s“;‘dsany South Africans battle to 
forge a common Identity and are 
fragmented and splintered in their 
allegiance. 

    

   

  

Forging a sense of 
mon patriotism 

fricans is.to find a sense of national identity in a 
diverse and multiethnic society. 

Despite the political vision 
ssed in our constitution and 

epilomised Uree core con- 
cepts: recondliation, non-racial- 
ism and nation-bullding, South 
Afticans still struggle to forge a - 
national identity. 
We are cumently undergoing a i ly eror e inga 

mockecy of our strong Infrastruc- 
ture and relatively solid fiscal 
state, 

On the domestic scene, the 
crime rate affects all Sduth 

* Africans equally. 
Yet there seemus little hope of a 

collective cohesiveness or a con- 
sciousness that we all go down 
together. Instead, race and class 
dictate every aspect of our func- 
tioning. 
While fingers point to an 

incompetent black government 
and blacks point to racist whites, 

Indtans and colouteds ate sand- 
wiched somewhete in between 
and can choose which side of the 
bread they would like to be on. 

fuMs(Ihnst:m‘ i gQ_uma,ame!iumms'l 
r Business Day, expressed some 

sirong s:nfimezs on this issue 
men she accu.se;i‘ one section of 

ation bad-mouthing 
south Kz!m ojtside its borders. 
“The biggest threat to this coun- 

~| nom bry’s-sconomy-and-social-stability- 
and thus peace, Is not outside its 
borders, but within. It s constitut- 
ed by a small but very 
and vocal group of people.” 

S IT fights for survival in the 
global arena, "'fifinmffi 

Is go to be' 
Afim‘snf)lggst il¢;|1§allr_v:|¢;a Social 
sclentists wam that nation-build- 
ing in multiethnic sodeties may 
be a futile exercise at best, or at 
worst a totalitarian attempt to 
suppress minorities. - 

y&ulls l=d.ll’.fix:u!k to mobilise the 
miyth of common ancestry in a 
nation comprised of people of dif- 
ferent orfgins and visions of self- 
determination. A case in point is 
Zylu cultweal revivalism and the 
Afrikaner dream of a volkstzat in 
an interdependent economy. 

The question arises-as to how 
South “Africans, despile their 
racially divisive legadies, can hope 
to achieve a common patriotism, 
mm:h;z;;dd be the challenge 

t engage every South 
African at all [evels, from Em 
ment lo ;::msmals. in places of 
worship, in the schools and uni- 
versities, and in the portals of our 
homes. 

South Africa has s soul. We just 
have to find it. 

Devi Rajab is a columnist. 
She writes in her own capacity. 

  
  

 


