
  

MERCURY | 
ey IN SORROW 

— AND ANGER 
N 

IF PEOPLE BELIEVE that Joe Slovo and 
- the SACP appear determined to hammer 

the nails into the coffin of the new South 
Africa before it is even born, who is to say 
they are wrong? 

Is there another conclusion to be drawn 
from this doctrinaire Marxist’s categorical 
statement on SABC-TV that the ultimate 
economic aim for the new South Africa is 
communism? 

And what of the acting head of the ANC’s 
economics department’s bland statement 
that if there is nationalisation, there is no 
guarantee of compensation for those whose 
enterprises are taken over? 

‘We put these questions in sorrow — and in 
anger. 

Sorrow because when, now 40 years of one 
fatally flawed philosophy are being discard- 
ed, those who stand to gain most are offered 
what the rest of the world has jettisoned as 
being equally flawed. 

Anger because those same people are be- 
ing ruthlessly brainwashed into believing 
that what has failed in the USSR and East- 
ern Europe — and in those parts of black 
Africa which so ardently embraced it — will 
somehow miraculously work here. 

‘What has Joe Slovo got that Marx, Engels, 
Lenin, Stalin, Bulganin, Krushchev, Kosy- 
gin, Brezhnev, and Chernenko, plus puppet 
leaders of their straitjacketed satrapies like 
Castro, Honecker, Ceaucescu and Mengistu, 
hadn’t? 

What they couldn’t make work, this Lith- 
uanian lawyer says he can! 

Anger too because if the new South Africa 
is to function it desperately needs capital in- 
vestment from overseas, investment it is 
hardly likely to get now when the Western 
world’s eyes are on rebuilding Europe rather 
Amthan throwing good money after bad into 

ca. 

Small wonder that Mr Henry Kenney, of 
the Wits Business School of Economics, who 
appeared on the same programme as Mr 
Slovo and Mr Tito Moboweni,was prompted 
to say that it was the ‘prospects of plunder’ 
which was attracting support for the ANC- 
SACP alliance! 

All that is happening is a highly danger- 
ous build-up of totally unrealistic hopes in 
the minds of millions who believe that what 
is euphemistically called ‘the will of the peo- 
ple’ will mean they can grab what they like 
‘when the time comes. 

Naturally, in all this, it is only to be ex- 
pected that people are asking which of these 
two organisations is the horse and which 
the rider, especially when Mr Nelson 
Mandela, his hopes of bringing peace to his 
own country in tatters, traipses round Eu- 
rope and North Africa offering of all things 
to mediate in the Middle East crisis! 
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| turn off the financial money taps, swell the   
And when it is disclosed that the SACP 

still has 16 active but undeclared members 

within the ANC’s national exective commit- 

tee, which with the nine who openly ac- 

knowledge their SACP loyalties, means they 

have an overwhelming majority in the 33- 

‘member committee, there would appear 

De little doubt who is running the show. 

No, all Mr Slovo’s and Mr Mboweni’s hints 

of what's to come are likely to achieve are to 

ranks of the Right and send hundreds more 

whites scurrying to set up their escape 

routes. 

Plus, of course, cutting away more of the 

vlta‘llsmlddle ground President de Klerk 

seized on February 2. 

1t is not a very attractive scenario. 

But what really sticks in the craw is the 

way these people with their recipe for in- 

stant disaster appear to assume they are the 

only characters on the stage, and that when 

the time comes the Government will simply 

roll over, and hand over to them. 

Thank ess, theirs is not the only op- 

tion — angdoofldx: sooner that is brought home 

to them the better. ok 4 
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Mandela not ready 

LUSAKA—Nelson 

Mandela said 3 

day he was still not 

lelfler Mangosuthu 

Buthelezi. 
The ANC deputy 

president said any 

Tneeting would ‘be a se- 

rious mistake’ at the 
time. 

“We can not meet 2 
man who wants to see 

the blood of black peo- 
ple, that we can not 

do,” Mr told 

  

td Hiéet Buthelezi 
tical situation. 

In the past, Mr 

Mandela has blamed | 

Dr B\n.hele%l for the 
ence that erupted 

on between 
Xhosas linked to the 

ANC Z tied to 

the conservative 

Inkatha Movemen! 
then, at least 

516 have died in vicious 

mob battles in the 

townships surrounding 

at Lusaka 
of ra- 

‘Mr Mandela is 
but are 

sched to attend a  divid by leadership 

one-d:, summit of IV bal loyalty 

heads of the Frontline 
of 

 States 
South a future South Africa. 

Africa to uss th — (Sapa-AP) 
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Vlolence Grows. in South Africa 
By Michae! Clough 

  

  

  

When President Frederik . de , 
Klerk and Nelson Mandela an- * 
nounced in Pretoria on Aug. 7 that ; 

had reached an agreement to-. 
ma e it possible for South Afri- 
cans to begin to negotiate & new 
constitutional order, the world 
cheered. “In South Africa: The 
Nightmare Ebbs,” one U.! S news- 
paper said. 

Three. weeks‘later with more- 

  

than 500 ‘people dead from fa 
tional fighting in black townships, 
another U.S. paper reminded its . 
readers it had long argued that’; 
the end of white rule was likely to !, 
transform South Africa into an- . 
other Lebanon. :, 

Which view is correct? Is South 
Africa on the road to becoming a 
peaceful, democratic society? Or. 
1s it on the verge of long and 
bloody. civil 2 

.. Given the ideologi 

    

  

   
   

  

nomic: and cultural dwersity of‘z 
black South Africa, it was inevita-. 
ble that the end of apartheid 
would intensify political competi-’ 
tion. What is troubling is'that the, 
competition is becoming so bitter ! 
and violent. Tkere are several : 

  

he:d sirstem and the consequent 3 
struggle between those seeking to - 
preserve it and those attempting 
10 overthrow it has’ created! a 
intolerant and violent political 

  

     
other 

ere deliberately fostered 
architects of apartheid in order lo 
divide blacks Ind justify their ab- 
'surd claim that there was no such 
thing as a black majority In South 

| Africa. By creating separate trib-. 
al homelands and co-opting local 
black authorities in the townships; 
;uccessivq National Party gov- 

  

    

  

    
    
   

      
   

   
emnents spawired a group of 
black “insiders” whose power and 
rivilege is now threatened by thg 

imminent end of apartheid. 
i Moreover, by banning of ppost 
tion parties and criminalizing 

! normal political activity, the gov- 
ernment enhanced the influence , 

    

of those within the African Na- ° 
tional Congress and Pan-African-. 
ist Congress who believed that 
armed struggle offered, the on) 
sure means of ending apartheid.. 
In the late 1970s, thousands ol 

| the ry 
Lc:.in the guerrillas. In the 1980s, 

ndreds of thousands were bru- 
; talized by state authorities. In. 
! these circums! the violence' 
we are now witnessing should not 

| bé surprising. Violent proclivities * 
| rurtured by more than two dec- 
ades of repression and revolution 
cannot be changed m;ermght.-in 

i S 

        

   

  

H mo to the ANC and its: 
i inkatha’s Zulu base an 
the fact that Mandela and'a num: 
ber of other prominent' ANC off5: 

        

violence has tribal ronts. Such 
‘claims ignore four poini 

~The ANG: leadershlp and * 
mbership includes large num- 

and other non 

    

Jleground in South Africa has been” 
in, N;féal Prw[ngei v;hleri more 

n 90 percent of the blac! e 
ation is Zulu and almost all g? & 
‘combatants and vicllms there 
have been Zulu: X ¥, 

   

  

    
   

ver the past few weeks in black, 

        

   

‘—Only in the case ‘of violence 

  

tnrwnsh surrmmding Johannes- 
burg has fighting taken on an ex- 
phcit] tribal character. - - 

—Violence similar to that in 

  

Natal and the Transvaal has oc-" 
curred in other parts of the coun- 

‘where mera are iew anu or 
osa e 
Tribalism is a 

  

in South Africa only in that it has - 
been used in some areas (and al- - 
smost solely by lnkatha) to mobx- » 
lize su 
hamukes recent evenls so 

Nata), hag_spread to' the. Tra 
vaal. Most reports indicate thal 
the initial fighting in the: East 
Rand townships was :nitiated by 
Inkatha supporters, mos} of them 
migrant workers living in single-: 
sex dormitories, ANC officials 
have charged that these atfacks: 
were deliberately planned as part 
of a campaign 
fight his way into tie negotiations 

i between Mandela ‘and de Klerk.-: 
But these charges have nnt been‘ 

tions, it is. 

  

fact_that the violence has been 
fueled by objective realities that’ 
go beyond the rivalry between 
katha and the ANC:t- E 

In Nata, local Inkatha 
ties, most of whom are older, less 
educated, more rural and ‘niore 

wer and privilege in the transi- 
ion to 2 

Mnca. It 
would follow orders from 

r}:elai o0 call. nl! their impis; 
“or war parties; unless thelr own 
“future positions were guaranteed. " 

.. Buthelezi’s desire for national 
e« _recognition means littlé to them; - post:; 

thelr concerm are much more 
locali 

In lhe East Rand townshxps the 
probiem is primarily. econo: 

     

  

   

Buthelezi_to ™ 

mporianl not to lose sight of the. 

   

    

"lezi’s supporters in_the Unite: 
ewhere should en-:: 

o drop his parochial: 

condervative, stand tolose a lot of ; 

st-apartheid South: 
not at all clear that 

“As m more and more people lluw. 
- into these areas in search of 

. dwindling supply of jobs, houslng 
and basic service, tensions inevi-» 
tably grow. Hostility develops be-1 
tween those already in urban: 
areas and those newly arriving.: 
Added to this equation is the fact} 

.. that unémployment rates of 50; 
percent or more create a ‘readys 
pool of militant recruits. for. an~ B 
parties_to. the conflict. Political: 
agreeménts that do nothing to ad:} 
dress these \mderlg'mg economic; 

kely to have a} 

i _m_s!akemxnscm - 
Buthelezi is argin%, that a meg-k 3 

tween himself and Mandelar - - 
wxil ha I'i the_spiraling vxo!enC§ {3 

cearyworn that he will;. / 

  

   

  

  

Heisc 
. be shut out of negouatmn; and } Hiol 
a.result be denied an_importai 

  
m&m._m&an.as%*-‘ & 
Africa. That i3 why 2s insisteds . - 
that Mande meet with him and: 

'l 

  

  
  

  

  

as ha; to see i 

      

   
      

  

        
     

  

    

  

   
    

rsonal recognition; 

     

  

      

Finally, there is. an 
' address somé of the’socioeco-? 

, nomic issues that will targely de-} 
termine the prospects for stabili-j 
ty - and’ democrac; in. a‘ 3 

apartheid uth Afr. "    
             
  

   


