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IN SORROW _
— AND ANGER

IF PEOPLE BELIEVE that Joe Slovo and
the SACP appear determined to hammer
the nails into the coffin of the new South
Africa before it is even born, who is to say
they are wrong?

Is there another conclusion to be drawn
from this doctrinaire Marxist’s categorical
statement on SABC-TV that the ultimate
economic aim for the new South Africa is
communism?

And what of the acting head of the ANC’s
economics department’s bland statement
that if there is nationalisation, there is no
guarantee of compensation for those whose
enterprises are taken over?

We put these questions in sorrow — and in
anger.

Sorrow because when, now 40 years of one
fatally flawed philosophy are being discard-
ed, those who stand to gain most are offered
what the rest of the world has jettisoned as
being equally flawed.

Anger because those same people are be-
ing ruthlessly brainwashed into believing
that what has failed in the USSR and East-
ern Europe — and in those parts of black
Africa which so ardently embraced it — will
somehow miraculously work here.

What has Joe Slovo got that Marx, Engels,

Lenin, Stalin, Bulganin, Krushchev, Kosy-

gin, Brezhnev, and Chernenko, plus puppet
leaders of their straitjacketed satrapies like
Castro, Honecker, Ceaucescu and Mengistu,
hadn’t?

What they couldn’t make work, this Lith-

uanian lawyer says he can!

Anger too because if the new South Africa
is to function it desperately needs capital in-
vestment from overseas, investment it is
hardly likely to get now when the Western
world’s eyes are on rebuilding Europe rather
mn throwing good money after bad into

ca.

Small wonder that Mr Henry Kenney, of
the Wits Business School of Economics, who
appeared on the same programme as Mr
Slovo and Mr Tito Moboweni,was prompted
to say that it was the ‘prospects of plunder’
which was attracting support for the ANC-
SACP alliance!

All that is happening is a highly danger-
ous build-up of totally unrealistic hopes in
the minds of millions who believe that what
is euphemistically called ‘the will of the peo-
ple’ will mean they can grab what they like
when the time comes.

Naturally, in all this, it is only to be ex-
pected that people are asking which of these
two organisations is the horse and which
the rider, especially when Mr Nelson
Mandela, his hopes of bringing peace to his
own country in tatters, traipses round Eu-
rope and North Africa offering of all things

to mediate in the Middle East crisis!

And when it is disclosed that the SACP
still has 16 active but undeclared members
within the ANC’s national exective commit-
tee, which with the nine who openly ac-
knowledge their SACP loyalties, means they
have an overwhelming majority in the 33-
member committee, there would appear to
be little doubt who is running the show.

No, all Mr Slovo’s and Mr Mboweni’s hints
of what's to come are likely to achieve are to
turn off the financial money taps, swell the
ranks of the Right and send hundreds more
whites scurrying to set up their escape
routes.

Plus, of course, cutting away more of the
vital middle ground President de Klerk
seized on February 2.

It is not a very attractive scenario.

But what really sticks in the craw is the
way these people with their recipe for in-
stant disaster appear to assume they are the
only characters on the stage, and that when

the time comes the Government will simply

roll over, and hand over to them. _

Thank goodness, theirs is not the only op-
tion — and the sooner that is brought home
to them the better.

H THE NATAL MERCURY, SATURDAY, SEP




| |1

Mandela not read{
tdieet Buthelezi

LUSAKA—Nelson
Mandela said ster-
day he was § 11 not

leader Mangosuthu
Buthelezi.

The ANC deputy
president said any
meeting would ‘be

‘We can not meet 2
man who wants o see
blood of black peo-
ple, that we can not
do,” Mr a
reporters on
at Lusaka

political situation.

In the past, Mr
Mandela has blamed
Dr Buthelezi for the
violence that erup
on Au between
Xhosas linked to the
ANC and Zulus tied to
the conservative

Movement.

ince
516 have di
mob battles in the
townships surrounding

psS
Johannesburg.

The two grou
pose BoutEoAmcg?;
a ) of ra-

separafion but are
divided D 1eadership
riv bal loyalty
visions of

and
a future South Africa.
— (Sapa-AP)
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SECTION A TS.

: By Mnchoal Clough

' When President Frederik W, de
Klerk and Nelson Mandela an-

: nounced in Pretoria on Aug. 7 that ;

had reached an agreement to-.

! ma e it possible for South Afri-..

cans to begin to negotiate a new

i constitutional order, the world.

cheered. “In South Mr:ca The

i Nightimare Ehbs," one U S news-’

' paper said.
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i Three: weeks later with more‘
than 500°

‘people dead from fac-':
tional f:ghtmg in black townships, *
another US er reminded its
readers it had ong argued that |
the end of white rule was likely to .

transform’ South Afnca into an-'

otlre: Lebanon. ;.
Which view is correct" Is Snuth
Afnca on the road to becoming a

aceful, democratic society? Or.
; long and..

is it on the ver e

bloedy civil war?

Given the ideologxcal socloeco-;  Zul
nomic’ and cultural diversity of ..
black South Africa, it was inevita-
ble that the end of apartheid-
would intensify political competi-' D

‘tion. What is troubling is'that the.
competition is becoming so bitter

and vwlenl There are several
factors, v =< o LY,

* First, lhe creahon o! the apart- .'

he:d sifstem and the consequent
struggle between those seeking to .

preserve it and those attemptm*_
10 overthrow it has’ created’an ::

:molerant and vxo]eqtt po]itical
culture iy

architects of apartheid in order to
divide blacks and justify their ab- .

* ‘'surd claim that there was no such

thing as a black majority in South :

Africa. By creating separate tribs..

al homelands and co-opting local
black authorities in the townships,; -

-_successive National Party gov- .

ernﬂcnts Spawueu a group uf
black “insiders” whose power and
privilege is now threatened by the
imminent end of apartheid.

i Moreover, by banning o, pos:-

tion parties and criminalizing
| mormal political activity, the gov-
ernment enhanced the -influence |

_of those within the African Na- :

tional Congress and Pasn-African- .
ist Congress who believed that
armed struggle offered the onl
sure means of ending apartheid..

th'lSh'l]B surmunding Johanncs-

burg has fighting taken on an ex- -

_ plicitly tribal character. -
—Violence similar to I.hat in

" Natal and the Transvaal has oc-"
curred in other parts of the coun-
5{}1’ where there are !ew Zulu or.

O

sa.s ¢

in South Africa only in that it has
been used in some areas {and al- -
“most salely by ]nkatha) to mobt-
‘lize support. -

Tribalism is a source of r:onfhct‘

In the late 1970s, thousands of g What makes recent events so

black youths fled the country to:: worrisome is that the violence in-

Lom the guerrillas. In the 1980s, Natal has spread to the Trans- |
undreds of thousands were bru--

 talized by state authorities. In. ihe initial fighting in the: East :

these circumsta

. bé surprising. Violent proclivities * migrant workers livin
" urtured by more than two dec- ‘sex dormitories, AN

the violence’ Rand townships was :nitiated by
we are now witnessing should not. Inkatha supporters, most of them®

1n single-:
& officials

" ades of repression and revolution have charged that these attacks:

"beérs of Zul

o Ethnic and’ofher class di vislons.
were deliberately fostered b ;

carmot be changed overmghtm
t fighti has

. ber of other prominent ANC offi-
' cials are Xhosas has given plausi-

Dbility to claims that the recent:

violence has tribal roots: Such

‘claims tgnore four pointer® i 237

I, ‘—The ANC: leadersh:p and
membership Includes large num-
w'an Jlothet: non:

in_Nata] Province; where more

“‘than 90 percent of the black po u,- :

Iation is Zulu dnd almost all of
‘combatants and vicllms there
havebeen Zulu: 26 D0 RN
" #~Only in the case of violence
over the past few weeks in black,

. were deliberately planned as £
‘Buthelezi_to ~

of a campaign by-

- fight his way into the pegotiations

=V|olence Grows in South Afrlca

vaal. Most reports indicate that =

.. between Mandela ‘and de Klerk.:"

) But these charges have not been

In the storm of zacéusations. itis.

€ i rolitical party lmportant not to lose sight of the.

M‘S;ﬁo to the ANC and 1ts_ fact_that the violence has been..
Inkatha’s Zulu base and - fueled by ‘objective realities that:

the fact that Mandela and a num=: In-:

0 beyond the rivalry’ betw
_gathayand the ANCi- - .

-hes, ‘most of whom are older, ]m -

‘educated;, more rural and ‘mbre -
ccnservauve. stand tolosealotof ;&
wer and privilege in the transi~:
yost-apartheid South:
s not at all clear that
14 B 2 !he&ewould follow orders from. -
: -:?'—Smce 1986 the pnncx le batt-, : -Bul :
“Jeground in Sbuth Africa has been’ 'or war parties; unless their own ! ! nomic issues that will targely de-} .

‘tion to 2
Afnca. It

lezi o call.off their impis; -

“future positions were guaranteed. "
. _Buthelezi’s desire for national-

_recognition means little o them; posl-aparthetd South AIr

their cuncerm are much more
‘ locals -

;-..“1-,--

. In the East Rand townships the s

‘probiem is primarily. economic. .

Heis clearlg worn@ fﬁat % w:i]
be shut out of negotiation asy

O e

oy

‘As more and more peop]e flow
into these areas in search of a}
_ dwindling supply of jobs, housing:

and basic service, tensions inevi-»
tably grow. Hostili ty develops’ be-+

tween those already in urban.
areas and those new y arriving.7

Added to this equation is the fact} -

that unémployment rates of 50%

percent or more create a readyv- A
pool of militant recruits. for all« '

parties to the conflict. Political:

. agreeménts that do nothing to ad-

dress these underlying economic!
]:roblems are not 1 kely to have ar
asting effect.”
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- Buthelezi is arggm%, that a m 5 El.
in tween himself an andelar -:-
w:il halt_the spiraling violenc
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- Finally, there is an urgenT S

to address’ someé of the’ socloecO-‘ :

términe the “prospects for stabili-
ty ' and'democrac) in a:

* Michael Clough Is © senior fe]lcw at lhl.
Caunc‘l on Fororgn Roluboru. i
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