. Al m NATI ONAL CONGRESS( SA)

DEVEI DPMENT CENTRE - DAKAWA

THE | NTERNATI ONAL WOMVEN' S DAY: 8th March 198i

The energence of the International Wnen's Day is inseparably |inked
with the Devel opnent of the struggle of Wnen'| workers agai nst the
dual exploitation to which they were subjected to as workers and as
worren, for social justice against mlitarismand inperialist war for
peace, denocracy and social progress for wonmen's equality.

I ntmati onal Wonmen's Day was born on the 26/ 27 August 1910.

On the basis of the experience of the first high wonen's struggles
for instance:- The first wonen's denonstration on the 8th March 1851
when wonen of the needl e trades denmanded better working conditions
and the right to vote in the streets of New York

The second International Conference of Socialist Wmen in Copenhagen
in 1910 on a notion from C ara Zetkin resolved to "observe on annua
worren’ s uni form International Action! As a new way of struggling to

i ncorporate masses of working wonmen in the International struggle

for fundanmental Denocratic rights, peace, national independence

and social progress.

VWhat started as Wnen's Day of Struggle in only a few European
countries united wonen from ever nore countries of Europe as well

as Asia, Africa, North, Centrd, and Southern Anerica and Australia
fromyear to year.

The nmillions of wonmen and nothers from many countries who had fought
agai nst fascismand war came together in Wnen's Internationa
Denocratic Federation in Paris on the 1st of Decenber 191t5 to work
together in an organi sed manner for the protection of children, for
their rights, in defence of peace, for denocracy, national independence
and social progress have carried on the tradition of Internationa
Worren’ s Day and spread its ideals around the world.

Today, 76 years later, the nmany mllions of wonen who unite in the
nost di verse ways in powerful denmpcratic denmonstrations on March the
8th are countl ess.

- Wnmen fromall continents, alnost all countries of the world,

- Wnen fromall sections of the popul ations, workers and housew ves,
teachers, and researchers and practising, artists,

- Wnen fromindustry and agricul ture,

- Wnen of all polical tendencies and religious affiliations

- Wonen organi zed in wonen’ s organi zati ons, trade unions and politica
parties, as well as unorgani zed wonen, on International Wnen' s Day
they all jointly proclaimtheir deternmi nation to take the cuase of
preservi ng peace and averting a nucl ear catastrophe, ensuring socia
progress and achieving equality into their own hands. On 8th March
1986 wonen of all continents are celebrating the #h arm versary of
the founding of the Wnmen’s International Denocratic Federation
mllions and mllions of women on five continents will add new,

spl endid pages to the hisory of International Wnen's Day.

Because of the dissatisfying cdnditions that prevailed in South Africa,
our worren deci ded to cone together and forma Federation. This
Federati on of South African Wwnen deci ded to cone together and form
a federation in 1959L and it was named the Federati on of Wnen ( FEDSAW .
Conr ade | da Mhtwana was el ected as President with Conrade Ray Al exandra
as the Secretary.

On the accession of the 76th anniversary of International Wrnmen's Day,

the Dakawa Wonen's section greets all the peace - |oving wonmen of the
worl d. particularly those engaged in struggl es against racismfascism
colonialismand anti - peoples reginmes.

This year we commenorate the 8th of March with redoubl ed comm ttnment
to ensure the liberation of our Mtherland fromthe nonstrous
aparthe id regine.
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, This year we comenorate the 8th of March with redoubl ed comm tt nent

to ensure the liberation of our Mdtherland fromthe nonstrous

apartheid regine.

The Decl aration of the National Executive Committee of the A N C. of
1986 an: the year of 14.x. has added responsibilities on all our people,
to nobilise the greatest nunber of nmen and wonen and consolidate their
fighting power for the final onslaught on the apartheid rulers.

We call upon our sisters in the International Comrunity to demand

the unconditinal release of all our women in gaol, particularly brave
fighters |ike Barbara Hogan, Lillian Keagile, Thandi Mdiae and al
political prisoners and detainees in the apartheid dungeons.

Faced with ever - growing resistance to its genocidal policies, the
mnority regi me has enmbarked on a canpai gn of blackmail of the countries
of Southern Africa in an effort to lure theminto submitting to
Pretoria’ s diktat.

South Africa has intensified her policies of destabilisation of the
frontline countries by increasing her support to the rebel groups

such as Unite in Angola, the so- called Mzanbi que Resistance Mvenent
and in Lesotho has staged managed coup

Meanwhi | e, inside South Africa, the regime is mthering to entrenching
white mnority dom nation by continuing to kill and rmurder our people
col d bl ood.

There can be no real peace in Southern Africa, Africa, or even in the
whol e world, until the people of South Africa are afforded their rights
under a government elected by the majority of the people, black and white.
We therefore call on the denocratic Wmen' s nmovenent the world over

to intensify the struggle for the conplete destructionof the mnority regimne.
We greet our sisters in the frontline countries and assure them of

our comittrment to the destruction of a reginme that has denied them

and their peoples a right to enjoy the freedomthey so gallantly fought a
for.

We greet our sisters in Africa and urge themto continue the fight to
strengthen our continental organisationb. The Pan African Wnmen' s

Organi sation. and the Organisation of African Unity.

We salute the gallant wonen and peoples of the Socialist countries for
their continued comtted end unflinching support for our struggle.

We greet all our sisters and all progressive forces in the capitali st
countries who continue to tight the evils of their governnments. which
have chosen to col |l aborate with apartheid agai nst the wi shes of their
peopl e.

We especially extend our warmfraternal greetings to all the wonen and
peopl es struggling to end the injustices perpetrated against their
peopl es - To our conrades in SWAPO and its Wmnen's Council, the
Pol i saro Mont, our fellow conbatants in the ranks of the Pal estinian

Li berati on Organi sation and the General Union of Pal estinian Wmen.

We greet the wonen of El Sal vador, who are waging a bitter struggle

agai nst the anti-pow ar United States - backed regine.

We hail the victories scored by the gallant people of N caragua and al
young states waging a bitter struggle against the forces of Inperialism
reaction.

We stand shoul der to shoul der with our nensfolk

W will fight side by side through our lives until we have won our liberty.
Forward with the Year of MK

Forward for the Liberation of the Peoples of South Africal

Forward QC with the Struggle for Peace and Social Justice!

Amand| a

Maqt | al

Al'l Power!
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