
27.Jun. 2003710:57 
*Mafl&GwzrdwnJune 27to ulx32003§ 

* b bt e — o+ 

  

INKATHA FREEDOM PARTY 

  

Ideology is 
dead, long 
live ID-ology 
The launch of the Independent Demaocrats 
marks the end of an era, write Rapule Tabane 
and Ferlal Haffajee 

communist, parliamentary partics have agreed on 
aocinlist or . tho paramaters. 

ulnlulllt Wuu soing\oboconstl- ~ “The real tragedy of the Bouth 
tutionall African parliamentary oppoition 

So uld t’mleln de 1dlle at the context Ia the fallure to ALl the gup to 
Irunch of her |ndmndmt Domoc-  Lho left of the ANC [whera the fastied, 
tajs party It week, are] jobs, uncmployment, land and 
The enmment signale & trend In  the abandonment of the Reoonstruge 

South African politics: tho end of  tion and Develepmant Programme,* 
et adeda, Wuningy. : 

The New partys motlo of "bagk te ‘With her history as an active trade 
basics” doesn't define the 'blilu". unionist, De Lilies sarly policy bases 

ly eentrint = n Met, she but nolther doos the ruling Afriean  ars 
Nationrl Congross dgfine what {t  {aatone with the ANC on key polieies 
m.!:‘ by l ld!nlllylfl“lndlldemn- wuch as eeanomic snd heatth and 
ceatic”s 
The six new partics formed during ~ “Some policios are good, but there 

the defcetion period are similarly  are fallures of. Implementation. We 
woolly = al] purveyors of “good goy  will not rejolce in government 
ernance”; “job croation” and a  mesging thinge up And we will not 
“crime-frac” South Afrlea. 
Mcanwhile, tha black lelt is In  not government or the opposition,” 

stasis, its black consciousness and  said Do Lille, positioning hér party 
pan-Africnn philosophy stolon from  midway hatween the Now Natlonal 
under Jt by Prealdent Thabo Mbeki's  Party and tha Inkatha Freadom Party, 
New Partnership tor Alriea's Dovol:  whieh &re In ennlition with the ANC, 
opment(Nepad) and hisstewardship and the DA which I8 a-traditionat 
oflheAMun Unlon. oppoaltion. 

,the Pan Afrjeanist Cons ~~ What of the blick left? Though 
grems, the Asaninn Venplos Orgenise-  these parties theoratically offer the 
tion (Azapn) and the lonlllm Party 'best ldealogieal Alternative to the 
of Azanin {Sope) heve nat mada thalr  ANC, they have failed to win the sup- 
socinllst principlorrolovant toaglob-  portof South Alrica’s working clase, 
alised, poatsCold Warers, . Pattien like the PAC, Atapo and 

“People do not have to understand  Sops all apticulata a socialist alterna. 
{deology, hut juat what It meana for.  tive that will put the Interest of biack 
(hem, We eannot aimply talk of black  Africana Nrat, but thelr measage has 
conscltmsnesd and soclallst without  etther been ignored by the electorate 
talking about thelr suffering. People  or has Just not been properly 
define thomactvea tn torma of thelr  marketed. 
expariences and it will ha clearwhols  Visla University acndonie and PAC 
affectad by landicasneas and hunger!  activist Thami ka Piaatjla says the 
says Dan Habedl, Aznapo's secretary-' former iiharation movements have 
general, *  fuiled to sustain the message of the 

The cra of yenulncly competing importance of Jdeology. 
‘Idens, of farmant and debate has  "Somasmongus haveconveyed the 
spluttercd to its close through the  Incorrect mossage that our struggle 
Ninetics = {ta demise ativibuted both  was to end aprrtheld and ance that 
(o tha ond of the Cold War and the pe- .was achicvod wo were finished. 
“geuliaritics of South Afvicsn electoral "W are now paying the price in 
polities, the form of depolfticisation of our 

Ttarepiacemant ian form of hybrid  soclety. If people are depoliticised 
or mohgre] polithes; everyohc 14 pdne ey becose Ingreaingly vatherablo 
Afvieaniat and alt want ta proteot 1o the emergencs .of charjamatia 
the “mncro-economic findamentals  parties and personalities. Parsonal 
The Democ¢mtic Allinnge (DA)sup=  popularity I3 now crystallised into 

ports both the basic incoma grants customised political brands that 
and grivatisation, De Lilles party everywhers,” says Ka Plaayls, 
{aunch revarberated to tha sounds  who recently putled out of the race. 
of the struggle-ara Viva, Vickpflamp-  for the PACS presidency. 
son's My AMean Dream *For Wlmil the future of this political . 
ahe's & jolly gond fellow”. 
'nmlwbwumrrowlnnfm m:.m o say at what bolm 

' ¢ Ao not \doologlenl divide” says Profonsor - 
foing to ho  Adam Habib of the Centra for Clvil 
hranded Rosinly At the University of Natal, "Alt 

  

Joba, thaugh she differs on HIV/Alds, 

allow anyone ta mens up thin esuntry, - 

flumulvol midway 
batween the New 
Hutional Party and 
the Inkatha Freedom 
Party. Photograph: 
Paui Botes 

ST ST, 

Wae will not 
- rejoice in 
government 
messing things 
up and we will 
not allow 
anyone to 
‘megs up this- 

.’ country, not 
‘government or' - 
the opposition 

"No.7867 

they ara gring th he antaganintie tn 
the ANC and at what point they will 
be complementaty. Individusily 
these partien are not strang enough 
but eoflectively they could challenge 
(he ANC. Matvhe thine partied are ot 
deaperate enough yet to realise the 
importance of unity,' says Ka Flaatfle. 
He denfes that Mbokl has pulled 

the rug from under their feat with his 
African Renalsstncs, 

Professor Bob Mattes from the 
Centre of Bocial Science Rosearch in 
Crpie Town said tt was natural in a 
maturing demoaracy for palitieal 
partien tn de-amphasing ideology. 

*In & growing demoeracy sueh as 
purs it sometintes becomies diffienit 
to stay consistent b ideology.” 

‘The ANC ia an Increasingly man- 
agerinlist party ~ It policies and 

¢ debates are now an alphabet goup of 

Rather than s discussion of Idess, 
Ity conferencen and meetings are 
thufluthflmflmllud 
wlimdnmmddl (of hou 

" publie worke, food ald, mnd 
wilsr) to work as the third generat 

- - lectlon looms, * 
Habib says the only congistenly left 

altarnative Is ext; tary. 
*Within the ANC, tha real discourse 

Bt even then, bays 
constrained by & 'Mhi‘g bitie the 
divides” among the three 
“When the chipe are down, there In 

alwnys the fenr of » divide ln the ANC 
-ndthingd ore puiehed up® |   

P. 4/6 

|Enter the 
divine 
De Lille 
Perial HaMajee 

Bupporters tnhappy About 
enrruption and the high e or 
thone in office are being drawn in 
Palsieiade Lilc's party, the 
Indopendent Domocratr, 
conveniently ahbrevinted as I 
and Inaugorated op Gauteng’s 
Rant Rand nt the weekend, 
*The Afriean Nationa) Chngireas? 
They're too corrupt, fook nt Lhe 
Yengenl mialneas, Tankat the - 
Lakota buriness.” compinined 
Paans Puniele of Ve Norih Wit 
Jolning detegations from (he ¢1gnt 
Oiher pravinees, 
The 1D chafun m algred ugp men 

bership of 13 000 — a huge growih 
sinoe ita formatinn fn March, Ne 
Fatte intnrgeting 5% of Ve vile- in 

the next electlon, 1o give her 20 
MPa Mare vitally, \he party hon 
provineis) and heaneh atrielires. 
Rantu Voloméans Unhed emog. 
ratio Movament, for example, hay 
frayed becanse it dnea not havea 
olid politjeal arganixnbion, 
And the 1) has extablished s 

presence in Hinlomisaa Enateen 
Cape stamping grownd. Deeved In 
afusion-Xhosa-contcmporary 
outfil with whuehokosa marke 
dottod sleantly sround hereyes, 
20-yenr-old Dudn Shehanugn from 
ort Flisahelh was enthialantie, 

“1 wax potun ARC member, bl | 

grew up in the Sasen [South 
Afriean Btudents Congireen | lym)) 
tion, We lnakied 10 peophe like 
Tony Yengen! ax role mmlely, Nuw 
we have fust hope and fal k" 

Lant weok's lannch waa a rarintly 
representative axsembly. The 
numbers of young people Hke 
Shabangu atood oub, Chpitalising 
on s reputation apawnrd during 
the arma el iImhrogho asnie 
antl-eorrtplion enmpatgner, I 
Litle haa madle thix her big Vcket, 
The second instre thin A2-yonr- 

old former Aninniat atid pin 
Africnnist will enmpnign on is 
HIV/Alda, “Thausands of our 
peopla dic of THV/Alta epeh yene: 
il bona more wHI die I the st 
18 yearn, At least throe HIV-poni- 
tive people wil] alt In the fender 
ship of this party,” she said, lo ap: 
planse from Iuneh suphorters, 
Another themo De 14110 wht piny 

o b the growing sensc of diseon: 
nectedneas that penple frel frm 
palltichana; & aenne Lhnt yutl have 
1o ba In the inner circle or he 
nowhere st all. 
“We munt stop regarding people 

M prominent wnd eredible ao the 
basls of thelr mmily connecitons 
to the lberation strugigie,” snid De 
Lille. It waa thaline in her sprech 
thet sttracted the londest 
applausa end shouts of “Yehn', 
Bealdes Aldaand an ayerslon (4 

Avariee ln public nffice, what elae 
doea De Lille offor? Somcething the 
ruling ANC does not have in groat 
oodlen - politiciana wih per: 
sonal appeal. 

© "Thers's this eura around her. 
1t like Nolnon Mandein and 
Rreyton Paulne. I can say (thore's 
mmmm Inher that draws yml 

hen" says Rodnuy Lentiy, whe 
the |0y Western Cape 

nerve-cantre, 
Asurvey lnnt yoar found De Lille 

0 among the satinirys top 10 
favourite politiclans and her 'R 
material is shamelcas about uRINg 
her mrgnetiam, "She s Nelson 
Mandela' favouritc opposition 
WF, no shouldn's ahe he ynurs?®  
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L e 
* A.prominent dignitary who at- 

jended Friday's function, however, 

30 000 Zulus plle in for kmg s feast 
  

- Jaspreet Kindra 

‘The KwaZulu-Natal government 

" threw a R1,5-million party on the 

occasion of the handing over of the 

- R5-million Ondini palace to King 

- Goodwill Zwelithini last week. 

  

! The party, held in Ulundilast Fri- 
 day, was attended by the Minister of 

: Home Affairs Mangosuthu Buthelezi, 

jamongotherd:gnnanes. 

. Mahlathi Tembe, the spokesperson 

for Premier Lionel Mtshali, said 

. the cost included that of cattle and 

.. " catering for about 30 000 people 
who attended the fanction — held in 

put the number of guests at between 

3500 and 4 000, not the 30000 

daimed. 
The dignitary, whod;dnotwlshto 

be identified, said: “The tent that 

they had put up for the function did 

not have the capacity to hoid even 

10 000 people” 
He said the organisers even roped 

in children from a nearby school to 

increase the numbers. 

The ceremony included speeches, 

traditional songs and dances. The 
dignitary described the function as 

“lacklustre” and said: “There was 

nothing extraordinary about it” 

Food was apparently served late in 

the afternoon. 
The pelace — Zwelithini’s seventh — 

is aredbnckbuild:ngwith fiw_:bed— 
rooms,_alanndur,libnuy,twodnnble 

garages and several guest houses with 

Tembe said the handing over of the 

palace signified the “restoration of 

the dignity to the Zulu peopile” 

Ondini palace, the traditional 

home of the Zulu king, was destroyed 

by British forces in 1879, duriag the 

reign of King Cetshwayo. Buthelezi 

rebuilt the palace in 1993, when he 

was head of the erstwhile KwaZulu 

homeland. 

But the palace couid not behanded 

aver because of a political feud 

between Buthelezi and Zwelithini. 

The rift between the Zulu king and 

Buthelezi, whe is also the traditional 

pnmexmms%ern{fl:ez::lus.wasmiy ' 

healed after the two swallowed ashes - 

in Nongoma last year. The king, seen 

as important as provincial and 

national elections approach, is being 

wooed by Buthelezi’s Inkatha Free- 

dom Party. 

Among the dignitaries who at- . 
tended the function was the Prince of 

Thailand, whose name, Mtshali’s 

department said, has beenlost in the ° 

records of the funetion that have 

gone missing. Also at the function 

. 'was a chief from Ghana and the Zam- 

‘bian ambassador to South Africa, S 

Mubukwana. - 

Aflzmputogeta.bmhdmafthe 

cost of the party from the royal 
househoid were not successful. 

A
L
 

8G
:0
1 

€0
0¢

 
AL
YY
d 

HO
Q3
3Y
4 

VH
LY
IN
I 

 


