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. The death by parcel bomb of Jeanette Schoon and her six-year-old daughter. Katryn,

t in Luhango, Angol a | ast Thursday has shocked their many friends and former coll eagues
i n Eotswana where they lived for six years.

| -frs Schoon and her daughter died instantly when they opened a parcel containing

a bonb sent to themat their honme in Lubango where Ms Schoon and her husband. Mari us,
were working as teachers at. the university. It is thought the bonmb was the work

of South African agents. The Schoon famly was actively opposed to apartheid and

fled South Africa in 1977 and was given political asylumin Botswana.

I n Botswana Marius and Jenny Schoon worked as English teachers at ’'Kgosi I(nari Sechele
Il Secondary School in r-tolepolole until 1980. Forner headmaster at the school, Hope

Phillips, described the death of Jenny and Katryn Schoon as "nost brutal and unforgi V-
eable."In a statement M Phillips said:
"1 found the Schonns at Kgari Sechel e Secondary School in Ml epolole when | joined

the school as headmaster in 1980. Marius and the |late Jenny wage in the English
departrment, teachingl literature in English and Enniish | anguage: both at junior

and senior |evels.

"Efarius and Jenny were teachers of a very high |l evagnd i ndeed an asset to Botswana.
lhey were dedicated and ready to use their spare tinme to assist the students. |

had personal contact with the famly oh a pr;vate basis. | found Jenny a very pl easant
person. hunbl e aezi highly responsible. | had the Qpportunity of getting, used to ,’
their children. especially the late Katryn whon? we affectionately caiJed mirl’

The 1 Jenny and her daughter is a real blow to humanity. the way thev net

the ena of their lives is the nost brutal ant unforgiveabie. H
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After | eaving Ml epolole the Schoons noved to Gaborone where Jenny and Marius shared
the post of Field Director of IVS (International Voluntary Service -t a British vol unteer
agency.) In this capacity the Schoons hel ped devel op new directions for IVS, particular-
Iy in the involverment of volunteers in the problens of Botswana's urban areas.

Current IVS Field/IDirectqr, Jennifer Inger, praLsed Jenny S choon’ se contribution

to IVS work. "As joint Field Director Jenny was devoted and haftl-working. She made

a very positive contribution toe the IVS programme. particularly in the field of

worman and devefopment. As a result 1VS is now placing volunteers in day-care centres

in Botswana and this is a growing area of their involvenent. In spite of IVS tradition
of placing nost voiunteers in rural areas, Jenny was very aware that the’ wurban poor
were at |least as nuch in need, if not nmore so. as those iiving in xu:al (AAcuS- ?his
led to the setting up of - research study in urban problens with the view of placina
vol unteers in urban-areas in the future,"” M Inger said.

Jenny Schoon stock a particulr interest in the issue of wonen in devel opnent in Bots-
wana. She worked closely with WODPLAC (Wnren i n Devel opnent Pl anning Conmittee).

an inter-mnisterial co-ordinating committee on wonen’s affairs with representatives
from national wonen’'s organi sations and devel opnent agenci es. She al so. played a

pivotal role in the Inter-Agency Wneh's Steering G oup

El si e Al exander, currently Co-ordi nator of the Wnen's Affairs Unit of the Mnistry

of Homet Affairs, was secretary of WODPLAC at the tine of Jenny Schoon’s invol venent.
She described Ms Schoon as "a very hardworki ng woman". She 5316: "Jenny was very
conmitted to the issues concerning wonen. Being a nenber of the comittee she nmade
quite a significant contribution. She was the type of person who was al ways keen

to do things, very willing to take on responsibility and to take action on things.

It was. O eleasu’wto work with her."

Jenny’ s daughter. Katryn, was born in 1978 in Mol epol ol e and was a Botswana citizen
When the fam |y noved to Gaborone she attended a Setswana- nedi um nursery schoo

in Od Naledi where she was very popular with staff and children. Her nother was

al so an active nenber of the PTA at the school

Jenny Schoon (nee Curtis) was born in South Africa and all- her adult Iife was dedicat-
ed to the struggle against injustice in South Africa. During her student years

she was a vicc.--President of Nusas.(the National Union of South African Students)

and headed Nusas’ welfare section. She al so worked on the students Wages Conmi ssi on

Q

whi ch played an inportant role in exposing the atroci ous wages and wor ki ng conditions
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bl ack workers in South Africa.

After leaving university Jenny Schoon played an active part in trade union affairs
in South Africa. She was an executive nenber of the Industrial A d Society in Johann-
esburg, a workers education centre.

In 1975, while working 8% an archivist for the Institute of Race Relations. Ms
Schoon was detai ned by South African security police and held for two nonths without
bei ng charged. The followi ng year she was served with a banning order. In 1977

she was secretly married to Marius Schoon, a political activist who had conpl eted

a 12-year prison sentence in 1976 for his opposition to apartheid. ’'Vhe Schoons
fled South Africa to Botswana the day after their weddi ng

The Schoons were active nenmbers of the African National Congress of South Africa
and she was al so a nenber of SACTU (South African Congress of Trade Unions)miln

a statenent issued from Lusaka the ANC strongly condemed the aesasination. The
statenment sald: "Inspired by her firmess of purpose, her hatred of oppression

and injustice and her humani sh, and noved by the sacrifice of one es young as Katryn,
we shall continue the struggle to realise Jeanette’'s dream of a denobcratic, non-
raci al and happy South Africa."

According to the ANC statement the Schoons were forced to | eave Botswana in 1983
owing to repeated threats to their_lives fromthe South African regime. In 1984
they took up posts as lecturers in English at the University of Angol a, having

been seconded fromthe ANC s Departnent of Education



