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THE DYNAM CS OF HOSTELS I N SOUTH AFRI CA W TH

SPECI FI C REFERENCE TO THE PRESENT- DAY VI OLENCE

PRO.) PITT PROPOSAL

Rstl onal e and notivation for the march

nmoonmvadal bosnl syacm nosuyf mdn51 ebnkmmf nmdnml maki ng

i nt hem nsandci ti cs. haskngbomonmdurmuedbernuseof t hei sol adonof mi dnt s

f r omdnr wof t hemmmi t y, dwooodi 60nsi nt hehoadsandt heext nsi vecruol s

exerci sed overthem Funhanorcdscnnbasabobrmeondemmedbmnuset he

vortex: are not only scpanwd for long periods fromtheir famlies but live in close
ptoximty uith nenbers ofooe st: in lumatural’ cixcunstnccs. In recent rimhostels
have become a focus for violence in certain areas of South Africa. The hostel dwellers
percei ve thensel ves as being unl oved and despi sed by the urban township residents. For
war: they have borne the brunt of social and political ituull of a hostile urban
environnent. The politidsalion o! the bead: unl) stand in the auly 1980:. By 1990

the hostels had bewnt tbc fhshpoi mof bloody confrontations. The hostels. being

i sol ated and prison-like, luv: bewnt breeding gronds (0: an aggrmu’ ve and machi sno
culture unnmtraind by the stabilizing influncc of Emilia. Living in a bead hel p: foster
a grmup identity, fustly, because hostels haw histon’ cally been run along ethnic lines.
Secondly, fur the hostel raidens then: is a shared daily experience all of which make
themextrenely nmble tu being urym zcd. As a. result. panicula: bonb often becone

st mghol dsof pankul mprmaduu. 11dshdpowcxphi nsoneof dxor gm wd

nature of thc viuknu: on the Rec! in rwem nonths which is cenued nound the hoael s.
Oten the hostel: wene used as a base horn where stuck: are planned and initiated. If
bodel residents cone undet countet-auack fromresidents of squanu canps or young

| war adca’ the hostel 8:1ch as a Ifonmess’ into which they can m. In the wake of

the violcnk mthe- Red any ptnmibility u! unlaly conmunity |ife was shancnd. Hatred
and tncugc Damm: the catchuords fromboth sides. In um comunities whatevet |ove
then: v.25 bcmmt mgrant nxkn and the rcsidcnu ofthc townships in which the bostcls
wen: situated lay buried in the rubble: of dammed shacks and homes. One has only to

| ook at the ruxm Bui puluug MAW in which 39 pcvplc mac killed by hostel dwellcrs

whi ch highlighted the cummcu; and sonme of the issua surrounding hostel: and

vi ol ence. Dnpitc the mmtukul by man) panics few i nfanm ve studi es have been

done on the hostels.

Pwiituinary nm) on 4:510:13 of tinmid: has aheady been undetukm by the Centre for
Conflict Analysis - literature stud), bibliographial compute: web, collwion of

MAN and journal article; on the subjad, ncwspapa coding ofcoll ecu’ ve action events

i nvoki ng hostels, an ankle and a sem nar papa have been witten by the projca | eader
This lexatch has indicated inln aha that: m od onship pose: problens of control

that it is difficult to hminne any wadi ng ofthe hostels since the channels ofautbority
and | ines of communication are binned Ot indistinct; the boaels have becone ethnically
czclusiw, and the ptoblem of rvintegruion of hostels into community life. As a result
of t hevi ol enmeneof t hecnti al st ei ngashudi sl nwmacgoi ngt onr e

trust in normal community life?



- nag-

1.2

| ?MZ-mi FWRCE PC. 3 812 2222518 537.14 1 e 11:13:..

nspi j t wd dgoal ongnyt opnvi di nganupmwdundconpnbendve

danmhosnel swsuwasnf nf adeci gm Madndni nnmdhoudm

and dwell ets. Then: it a definite need for detaiiod infatuation, specifically representat
ive

survcydat a, apcci al | yi ndt nght of df nsnr noht ut pt wt pol i dcal oonni aand

vi ol ence W ngttwhntdi swe. Suehr mmehwi | | al soprovi debackgrwnd fora

grate: undennndi ngoft hepnbl enndi m nvotved. Anetfmai | | al sobenudet o

postul ate w uti uuandreoomdui ons f oei npt cnmmi onbyi ut et est edpani es. Such

WwM dal soiitintot heongoi ngmrhbci ngcat dunedbyt heCnlle

ooma-nj ng coll ective action, conflictandviol eooein Sout hAfrim

Ahm of the pnject:

mai mof udspnj cumai nvndgat et her ehdnshi pbenmboaebude

protraaed violence in certain communities in South Afria and to postulate policy
paw, tu addxuss the issues invotved.

1n 010a tu gai n penpeuive on the pxobleminfatuation concerning the follow ng aspects
of hostels needs mbe anobunt in mic: that any significant analysis and
proposal al mvmezul atiw, fur punible solutions an be nade. The follow ng research
guestions wi |l guide the neta:

i) M st hcbi aodcal backywndmmnnbl i shnent of neoconpoundand

utigtant |abour systens? Political, econom ¢ and socio-cultural reasons for the
need fox hosts!!

ii) How and why did the diffaent kinds of hostels - mning conpounds’industrial/
muni ci pal /ayi cul tural - devel op?

iii) Were thae wiy fonts of haste! vioienoe (e5. tubal faction tights)?

iv) An: then: an) tcgiuut-J difl aum (in the N VfDurl nu/W Cape :cgiutsi OFS

gol df I cl ds) ? What exptains these?

v) |Is thene a relation between the nunbezs of inmates, |ocation of hostels, ethnic
cenpodtion? Are thet difference between the types of hostels (mnes vs

i ndusui al / nuni cipal; facilities - nmbdem or :undown; Wiy some have been peacefu
and other: centres of violence?

vi) VK'bo owns the hostels? (cg. m nmHndusui a/ nmuni ci pzlitics/nte npocations/

provi nci al authodtia). Wat we the views of hostel owners, Proud dwellers,
surroandi ng conunities to the nrious 3mto be addressed?

vii) What are the present-day dyumi cs: wdtruuunic unlitiuu in Ixntcls.

enpl oyment panans of Mel dwellers; politiciation of inmates; union affiliations;
et hni c segregation; isolation from sunounding comunitia; few of teddenb fo:
the future; puccived Hunt: to the untinual existence of batch; surrounding
umununi tia attitude; nud: bustd dndkn; futun of uuutm in laud; (cg.

hostel oomm txees. political tueuiads'). who |inux13 the unm ng of them
MU NT XS Um

viii) Ancilluy issues such as the effect of nuaowdi ng. proposals 1’01 upgrading, the
di ffuum between hawk (mne v3 imuw al or rmunicipal; nmore ' uxury’

accommodati on as opposed to trundoun’ type hosteis); the neat fox altematixe
nmmodati on or not; why oem m heads have not experienced any violence wll

al so be | ooked at.
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nproj octwi | | al soi ndudeannmmt of megnmmi snewpohcy

gui delines for hostels, evaluate their strategy as | uolutioo, end etitially exam ne
whwr eri t hu, upt ot hcpt w ti nt, hadanym n resol dngnoft he

prmbl ens mmoundi ng the hostel: issue.

"l hereswch willal socootahta ’futures’ omponntin oedct toesablish whatthe
puccpti ons and cxpactations of hostd nddeats and canmunitics within which they
resi de have with regard to the future. Furthernom what the pzesnt day needs ate
in team of upgradi ng progxamm, the prmiision of altemativc acconmpdati on
mundane! faciiitia, services etc. Recommendations for the ’cteation of hunane
ooodi Qons’ ui | | bcposunawdi nt ansof possi bchwchasanul

fornmula, futute role of governnment in nmanagi ng and financing them or whether
they shoul d be privatised; depoliticising the beads, forns of consultation with
panic; and formulation of nmft)! the said) of any head dwellers who are

WAW

The rnch will nake use of three integrated and conmpb’ mting nmelt nwdnodol ogi es
Hi storian analysis - Ilterume study. archival resend:

Quantitatiw nelt - sunny: & questionnaires; event nnalysis - maspapcr

witliu; and 5131356641 vul pi) ul’cwub. wusultin; scund u, sourws - cg. police
unnen reports

Qualitative ruawch - consultation and restart!) design: focus group intcn’icws
(ftuc-attitude intcniews (at depth inteniews) 6t fxlduoxt

Wor k mdhodoi oo:

)

ii)

Undenah: a unprt-hensiw literature study to prvn' de a hiswn’ ud background and
perspective to the hostel:

Data col l ection from newspaperx’ snxi stics from ni ne conpani es. pmncia

adm ni st xati om & nuni dpal hi al outflict nonim

Quutionnaire sunty’ oh mauve sanpi e of houel (indicts and conmunity

i nhabitants in the PW region

Fieidwork in the dil Tacnl |egi ons (PWI DBNI WCape") in udet to collect

i nfatuation and data on ooodiliws in Miuch and surroundi ng conmunities nuuugh
Inter alla inten"icws mth inhabitants of surrounding conmmunities, hostel dwellers.
adm ni stmm enpl oyers. political phycn etc.

Conmunal with the clicmvn' Il b: unduukm on an ongoi ng bags. in particular

the client will be consulted in the drawing up of the survey anailc (any
speci ac questions the dimmght |ike to have asked win he discussed with the
client befone being included in the gwai onmire)

| f addi dmal f undsnf onhoomi ngf r omodmmmehost dsonnmeOFS

goldftdds will also be (csthcd using a qualiuthe htlcnicwg WA .

Omi ncauou of met hodot om

In launch a.) cuvbiuaed abuse at suns, 1'qu an integral pull of the: data culluaing
3
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prmousnpocreauyw danf yndnmal yupaeepdomdnof houddwdl m

Amnvay woul dbeusadt oobt ai n i nf or rdonl mer aHaoonr hi nacsas ntrbashi pw

support for any panieular political party; the role of ethnicity (cg. tut an: attacked pu
rely

because we are Zulus’); defining ofa’reumswtcu for the n' ol eooe - ethnic. ANC v3 | FP
tumour: WMh; protection by SAP - biased/tn’ bbiased/|ack of; rumours of upgrading or
renoval of hostels; how | ong have they been working on Reef; do they regard the

honel and as their permanent 'hone’; have they got wives in a honeland etc.

| Suehaw veywi | | havet obeundenakmbenel Cct obal md

fi el dwot ker swi | | bepr wi dedbydt econmashur knm

I Mant of t heprbabi | it ymmpl owi ubQt hddwdl et sUmra

sampl eof bost dsi ndt cN Vngi on) and750i nhabi unnf r ont hcans

i medi at el y surroundi ngwchhoael s;

| Such survey is, houever, depauden: upon the safety ofthe fiel dworken and

nbility to an area;

| Savices prodded by MuikDan include ftddwoxk, panting of

guesti onnai res, checking of gmntiounaincs and dun w | ztiun on computer

(inclusist of freqma & ens: | Abul nj on)

| Analysis of collected sunny data will be done by mof the Centre

for Soeio-Politial Mpnitodng and Anal ysis.

There is a definite inndon between quantitatht and qualitative reseach - the surveys
thenselves will be based on existing gwiutitc mull - thc nftmnatitm gathcwd from

the survey will be followed up And funhet tested thxough the qualitative iutenicw. wth
sampl es from hostsls 4nd :unuuudi u; unmuunitius in m(’ PWI’  Natal /W Capt

(OPS if funds atailablcn

Thepur poseof meqt nhudvesecum swgai nrmhui gj ui nwdnnodnt i nsf mand

circunst ances sumding thc siola uoe. It is inmpetativc that a study into iiu laiu: :huuld
address those people directly intolvod in it in a way which will sent: to clzuify IIx: is
suc3

and avoid a." possible Ambiguity. Thus ue will noed to intehieu all panics C(uweum
nanely hostel dwellers, manageis. owaezs, the surroundi ng unuutunit) and all other
parties who may not wem obvi ously involved at run sight. Free attitude- and tkpth
inten-iews allow respondents to clarify statenments which nay not be as obxi ous as they
seem Focus group interviews allow the interviewto gane: the infatuation which exists
on an interactions! level and i’hiCh nmy not nmy in any other way. Thus both will be
necessary if we want to grasp the nost inmpotent fnms surrounding the iiokl’Itx.
Fldlitntion of ocean

Consul tation has al ready bum nxl atakm with wi sdom and ot her interested panics

i n ordcxt oauunt hcendi bilityoftherndt ndtofaoilitatcam uutonly to UK

hostel s but also to the communities sum them Both the ANC and lulutha |uv:
bewappwoachcdi nt hi sregaxd. Bat hhavci ndi cuednopoliti al objccti nstontl -1 SRC
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ddngt bcmmuchndhveuw gnedwnooam nyndvi ncomm uac.

Thei nl ani ooi sal sot oeonsmii xhuwi dcuWof puni cswbom gnpossi bl y
assist the web (cg. Housing Forum Urban Founthtiuu. SA Housing Trust, Chanba
of Mnes. CAST. mining cumpmimcm)

1.7 Committees

[ ti sproposedwdeANCdeFPmMmmi nmmanbczshomdt oxyni ut i omasi |
nmadvi nt y/ nwi ngconmm ueci nrdat ommuundwf i ndmmt hci rvi mas

at" as to solich their ndvioc on when should be mm In addition a Cdicm
Conmittee made up of n Wzdvds fromthe Dept. of Local Govcnrmw and
Nati onal sting, dntCGol dnmCommi ssi meSRCnmenui nireaf r om une
tolimeto discuss poliqi mhamj ngdt cnth.
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