—_— ——

Bombshell
One year after his bombshell announcement
of the unbanning of the ANC and other orga-
nisations, State President De Klerk has made
another bombshell announcement — the
total scrapping of the last remaining discrimi-
natory laws, including the Population Regis-

tration Act, the Group Areas Act and the
Land Act.

Apartheid, which was dying, is now to be of-
ﬁf:ially dead.

Since Mr De Klerk has spelled out his aims for
a new non-racial South Africa, it was inevita-
ble that he would end all forms of discrimina-
tion.

That he has been moving with breakneck
speed means it was also inevitable that he
would keep up the pace. Jr

That he would antagonise the Right, as evi-
denced once more by the unheard of walkout
of the Conservative Party members during
the State President’s address opening Parlia-
ment, was also inevitable. ‘

The die is cast, however.

The country has been placed on a course that
is irreversible, and the Right, unless it can
devise a strategy that will force an election,
will be powerless to stop it.

Since we have not hidden our view that the
State President may be moving too fast, and
has not been consolidating his own position
within his White constituency, and especially
among Afrikaners, we must say that he has
taken our breath away again.

Nevertheless, if one is to look at the new
South Africa he is intent on creating, then
the ending of all discrimination is not only
logical but essential.

He could not, for example, give Blacks the
vote without giving them every other right as
well.

Mr De Klerk’s latest measures will be received

with enthusiasm by foreign governments.

The European Community immediately made
it known that sanctions will be eased. :

The State President’s announcements are also
likely to influence the United States to repeal
sanctions, since he has met almost all the re-
quirements of the Comprehensive Anti-
Apartheid Act.

However, it is clear that no matter how great
the reforms he introduces, they will not satis-
fy the African National Congress, the Pan

Africanist Congress and other radical organi-

sations.
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The ANC wants a constituent assembly and
interim government.

Mr De Klerk does not agree to an interim gov-
ernment, but talks of a “transitional arrange-
ment” to give people outside of Parliament a
voice in government.

This suggests the possibility of Blacks being
taken up in the Cabinet, but who and on
what basis remains to be seen.

The ANC is playing for power; Mr De Klerk,
on the other hand, is hoping that his demo-
cratic changes, particularly the scrapping of
all apartheid measures, will win him support
so that, in alliance with other moderate par-
ties and organisations, he can beat the ANC
at any future election.

It is a long shot, but he obviously believes he
can succeed.

The die is cast in another way too.

By its walkout in Parliament yesterday, the
Conservative Party has given notice that it
does not intend to take Mr De Klerk’s re-
forms lying down. _

It has declared political war and will do battle
with the National Party.

Mr De Klerk obviously does not care about
the White Right, since he hopes for the sup-
port of faithful Nats, Democrats, Coloureds
and Indians and moderate Blacks (if any are
left after the ANC and other radical move-
ments are finished with them).

We believe, however, that Mr De Klerk is
wrong to disregard his own people, the Afri-
kaners, and to the extent that he loses their

b

support, his position is immeasurably weak- _

ened. :
Nevertheless, if he is to be judged as a Great
Reformer, he has more than won his spurs

and deserves the acclaim he receives from _

those who support total change.
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WINDHOEK, Friday: Black-
on-black violence in South Afri-

‘ca’s Nafal province “left eight <

people dead, 60 hurt and *150
_houses burnt down yesterday*
and today, leading the national-
ist leader Mr Neison Mandela to
link such violence with divisions

within political groups. . .

Conceding publicly for the first
time at a media conference here
that disunity exists in black
organisations, among them the
African National Congress
(ANC), of which he is deputy
president, Mr Mandela. ire-
committed himself to stopping
the violence. ;

Police earlier attributed the
bloody clashes at Natal's Umga-
baba area on the south-east coast
to fighting between supporters of
the ANC and Zulu leader Chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s Inkatha
Freedom Party, but later merely
said “two factions” had been
involved.

The trouble at Umgababa
began at 6 pm yesterday when
three men fired on 40 commuters
stepping from a train, police
said.

Within two hours of the com-
muters fleeing, heavily-armed
groups “several hundred strong™
were fighting along a 30-kilo-
metre stretch in the area, accord-
ing to police and witnesses,

The fighting came less than 24
hours after Mr Mandela and
Chief Buthelezi declared a truce
in the five-year-old viclence in
which 5,000 people have died,
and jointly called on their
members to “cease all attacks on
each other™.

Many ANC supporters who
have been in the firing line since

SOUTH AFRICA

the conflict began are known to
be angry that the peace talks
were held at all and were
infuriated by pictures showing
Mr Mandela and Chief Buthelezi
shaking hands for the first time
in many years. 5
Speaking here today, Mr Man-
dela said the “mere -decision”
taken between himself and Chief
Buthelezi could not stop the
violence as they would have. to
adopt measures -to achieve it,
including joint visits to strife-
torn areas to make their appeal

' heard. 4

® Four of seven people due to
stand trial next week with Mrs
Winnic Mandela have skipped
bail and disappeared, police said
today.

An arrest warrant has been
issued ‘and a reward offered for
information leading to their
arrest, police said in Soweto.

The four, Joseph Sithole,
Katiza Cebekhulu, Mpho Mabe-
lane and Sibusiso Mabuza, are
due to stand trial with Mrs
Mandela and three other co-
accused in the Rand Supreme
Court on Monday. i

They face charges of kidnap
and assault arising from the
abduction of four boys allegedly
taken from a Methodist manse in
Soweto on December 29, 1988,
to Mrs Mandela’s home in
nearby ‘Diepkloof. '

Media interest in the trial has
been so overwhelming that South
Africa’s Bureau for Information
has been forced to co-ordinate a
pool system for local and foreign
Journalists.
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Agreement needs meat and bones: Zuma

THE latest spate of
violence in Umgaba-
ba should be seen as
an “unfortunate chal-
lenge” to the ANC and
Inkatha to work to-
gether more closely
to stamp out violence,
according to Inkatha
Freedom Party na-
tional chairman, Dr
Frank Mdlalose.
Speaking at a joint
AN(EJI_FP Press confer-
ence in Durban yester-
day, Dr Mdlalose and
ANC southern Natal con-
venor and national head
of intelligence, Mr Jacob
Zuma, agreed that the
violence was putting
pressure on them to im-
mediately get Tuesday’s
peace accord off the

ground by working out

strategies and practical
methods of bringing
peace to Natal's strife-
torn townships.

“This situation is put-
ting meat and blood to
the agreement reached
between our two organi-
sations,” Mr Zuma said.

The two leaders also
agreed that the fighting
in Umgababa was not
necessarily due to
straight conflict between
the ANC and Inkatha, but
could have been in-
fluenced by numerous
other factors.

They also pointed out
that this week’s outbreak
of fighting had started on
Tuesday — the day the

eace accord between

NICOLA
CUNNINGHAM-
BROWN
Political Reporter

the two organisations
was signed — and thus
was not a revolt against
the accord, but the con-
tinuation of an old and
ongoing battle. 4

“Mr Zuma and I have
been following this inci-
dent together,” Dr Mdla-
lose said. “We have laid
out plans for further
communication on this
issue and have sent re-
searchers from both the
ANC and Inkatha out to
the area.

‘““We are currently
busy working on strate-
gies on informing people
far and wide at
grassroots level of the
accord.”

Explaining the strate-

gies they would use to

tackle the violence, Dr
Mdlalose said that first-
ly they would investigate
the facts of each situa-
tion, find out who the
leaders of the different
factions were, and then
attempt to bring them

‘together “in a friendly

fashion”.

He said it was impor-
tant to gather the facts
first, and then follow up
with action on the
ground, which ultimate-
ly could include working
towards local peace in-
tiatives.

Mr Zuma said it was
vitally important to in-

vestigate the situation
properly and not rely on
initial reports or act on
emotion.

O At least two more
people were killed in
fighting in Umgababa on
Thursday night, bringing
the death toll in the area
this week to at least ten.

One of the two men
killed on Thursday night,
20-year-old Mr Samson
Hadebe, was hacked to
death in his bed by a |
mob of about 100 armed
men.

O The director of Dia-
konia, Mr Paddy Kear-
ney, took a group of
church leaders headed
by Bishop Norman Hud-
son, head of the Method-
ist Church in Durban,
and Archdeacon Ruben
Phillip, chairperson of
the Natal crisis fund, on
a tour of Umgababa yes-
terday.

Mr Kearney said the
group met local resi-
dents who requested
them to meet the SADF
and ask them to main-
tain a constant presence
in the area this weekend
as they feared further at-
tacks. This request was
carried out.

Residents also asked
the group to meet with
the local Inkatha chief in
the area, but the church
leaders were unable to
find him as he had gone

into hiding.
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“lordar: yould: be cohsldered: for ‘the! ‘nyward, “which
; !:;ni] r] Do, lo Sovlet I’reshlcnl l\'.(ikhnll Gorbachey

bO‘SLO Unlled Stalcs !’rcnltleni Gcorgu Duah uml

tho depuy-president of the ANC, Nolsou® Mandely, .
were ﬁ‘mﬁgplhose proposed for {he 1991 Nobol Peace
Priuo nsthe deadline for nnmlnatiuns passc(l yester-

day;
- "We ol hotwemt 10 a.tul 15 [nomhmllnnq], sakd
Gelr ]urdealad director 0( tluz Nohoi Inatltuto. whlc,ll

‘awards fio anpual prize. -
fandalad n’uid ‘all nomhmtions pmléd huforn 05~ .}'i

""" 'lr‘,_ -\

S Rolo in Guif War,

© Vida chppc a rapresentntlve ‘ol Nt}rway 5. rlght« :
wing 2ngress Party, sald he had nominatod Mr Bush ¥
for hk 10le in leading llle Inlernnllmml uoalltlon in
the GhllWar.

"M Bush acts in accord wlﬂl Alfred Nobcl’s wish
that -he Nobel Peace Prize should’ be awnrded (o
crsoaswho show courage and step into the frontline
P the fght agalnst oppression, torture and totulil.m I
an ads igainst mman dignity,” he sald.

A grayp of 07 members of the US Congress late
last yewr nominated. My Mandela for he png dis-
m-mtloradul barrlers in South Africa, :

M1 Kleppo sald he and another representative for”
the Prigress Party hdd also jolntly nomlnnled the ,
S.slvatlm Army — Snpa-Rewter; -

'l"lllJ Mrlt'nn Nnilenul
Congress- id not m.smm
— a8 many people did —
that I -+ would - become
.Sout.h A[rlcns first - post-"

artheld - government,:
Nelﬁon Mnmlo‘ln, ANC dep-
“uly-presldent, sald, n: Mo
gaiiesbm g ot night. J” B

Bul we don't assime 1t to’
ho aul.qmull:, or our rlght

- that we muist he the next. .

government,

“We must win the right :

o govern lite any other

'__pml,y — In elections.

“If we lose, -we would
wint to rest assured that

-we wiil have the opporlu-

nlty_ to try agaln — next
time around.” .

Mr Mandela did not re-
spond . to - President de

* Addredsing an AN con- i
" tililllonql con[crencc, ‘M,
.'¥ Mandeln ™ sald: ~ "1t goes
.27 without - saying ; .tlmt\.)w
wawonld swant to iho tlwroF
, where power I8 Pxerclaetl."-

Um aim o tlw cm:farenca :

was not Lo find & fortonln
. aceeptable to tho ANC, but
. one that would be accept:

' " sable to aliSouth Africavs.

The conference, was con-
vened to diseliss “whother

i n ' constititiohal ' comt to

bmuk for v eshmenls duilng the conference.
IR AT ST

JO\/mL nmmo

Klerk's ﬂp{rech in Parlia-

" ment yesterday. le said
~an ANC working commii--

tee ~would meet early
today and reléase a slate-
ment later,

“To matiers o[ this na-

- {uve, with questions of his-

tm fe importance, what s
important Is not so much &
comment from,an lodivid-

unl, no matter what posi-.

tltm he holls:, Whal mat-

ters most Is the comment

fromn the orgonisatioh he
represents.”

In kig address to Inler-
natlonal and South Alrlean
jurists, Mr Maudela sald

8 - test the valldity ‘of leglsla- |
--'tion wouls be neetlcd n af

: new Sonth Alrlen, "

‘Mr Mmndela ; sald tho :
‘B hNC coukl nol accept a
" Bill of Rights as envisaged |

FOOD FOI! THOUGHTe Nulson Muudolo and aides -

" by parliementary parties,
. beeauge sich a BHL-would
abolish apariheld laws; bat
preserve apm'!ileicl In
praclice, = 7
Speakhy for (he ilmt
time on environmental
{sgues, the former Nobben

Island . priboner- sald- pres--

.eryafion »f peace should

-go hond-n-hand with a

.considered efiort to pre-

serve natwe tnd protect.

the envivanrieid.
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No more infiltration, ANC agree

7 /
by Lakela Kaunda ‘(’f 2. A:galis?efdgterms of SA legislation.

THE African National Congress will not surrender its
arms to the government, but will stop training and in-
filtrating guerrillas inside the country in terms of the
agreement reached with the government last week.

A meeting was held by the joint working group
established in terms of paragraph 3 of the Pretoria
Minute to thrash out the real meaning of the ANC’s
suspension of the armed struggle, announced in Pre-
torialast year.

The ANC has agreed to stop armed attacks,
bombings, infiltration of cadres and equipment, the
creation of underground structures, war talk and
threats of armed actions inside South Africa.

At their consultative conference in December,
the ANC had threatened to resume the armed strug-
gle if the government did not meet their demands.
They also sanctioned the formation of defence units
intownships to ward off attacks.

The two parties could not reach an agreement on
the establishment of defence committees.

Police want the ANC to hand over their arms and
said if that happened, they could easily clamp down
on AWB elements too.

It was accepted in principle that in a democratic
society no political party should have a private army.

Other agreements are:

o Umkhonto weSizwe is no longer an illegal organ-
isation. Therefore membership thereof is not a viola-
tion of Paragraph 3 of the Pretoria Minute.

e Noting that the ANC already has caches and
cadres inside the country, a phased process should be
initiated to enable these cadres to resume normal life
and facilitate and legalise control over their arms.

e Where applicable, individual weapons will be

No explicit agreement was reached to satisfy the
government’s demand that the ANC surrender its
armsto the government.

The government is then expected to speed up the
release of prisoners and return of exiles before the
April 30 deadline set by the ANC. They had said one
of the obstacles was the lack of clarity on the ANC
undertaking to suspend armed action.

A delegation of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNCHR) which came on a
fact-finding tour said it was impossible to have all
exiles back in the country by April 30. They said the
project would demand about R30 million and so far
not all exiles had been registered.

The government recognised the right to free as-
sembly and the people’s right to express their views
through various forms of mass action.

In a statement, the ANC said the government had
undertaken to “instruct its security services and
counter-insurgency units, in keeping with the spirit
of the agreement, to desist from harassment of ANC
supporters and members of Umkhonto Wesizwe”.

A specialised liaison committee comprising rep-
resentatives from both parties will be set up to deal
with the violations of the agreement.

The Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC) has rejected
the government-ANC pact saying the process of
change had remained “firmly in the hands of white
people with the African majority hopeful spectators”.

They said the government and the ANC were pre-
scribing how “liberation movements could achieve
freedom from oppresson”.

The PAC said their exiles and prisoners were not
referred to in the agreement.
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De Klerk Presents
Plans For Change

By SCOTT KRAFT
] Los Angeles Times
CAPE TOWN South Africa —
Prcmdent 'F.W. de Klerk
-"announced’ plans Fridiy to sweep
away the. last-legal pillars of apart-

! heid: laws that. segregate housing, |

© restrict > black éwnershlg of 'land
and classify alf citizéns by race.

. Thé first two will be scrapped
_outnghl and thé third phased out.

““There i§ neither time nor room |

 for turning back,” de Klerk said in
1an addréss to“a néw Session of
Soulh Africa’s parliament. “There
*is only one road — ahead!” '

'1.{ In Washington, State Depart-
‘ment . spokeswoman Margaret
Tulw:ler said de Klerk's steps

{" bring South Africa “pretty close” |

' to. conditions required for lifting

¢ U.8."economie sanctions:’ .

* Both the white-led government

_ and theé} AfricAfi’National Con-
7 gress, the lﬁl -Jéading black

i opposition id'{iey expect

¥ the final', a3 th

oppbnenuilﬁ“gb"
out of
through 519
plans, :nierrup: ;
sh¢ uts of "
“Tl'ﬂli

V_.‘g{mv\, ‘3, _-

theid
S

. "“The fight is on for the survival

! of whité people,” declared Ferdi

! Hanzenberg, deputy leader of the
. Conservative Party.. . .

' The lawmaking.hody, controlled

¢ by the ruling National Party, is

" expected to approve de Klerk’s
recommendations ! before it
adjourns.in June,

. -TFhe ANC', has ' previously
demanded that the government

- fulfill its agreement to release

: political’ prisoners,” grant indem-

. nity to returnmg exiles and

- remove security laws that restnct

¢ political expression. > - 5.

Millions of black South Africans

- heeded a call'by the ANC and the
' more radical Pan-Africanist Con-

gress to boycott work'on Friday.
Many of them marched through

city streets to press'de Klerk to
, hand over power to -an interim.
© government and allow a constitu-
. ent assembly, elected in a multira-

' cial national election; m draw up a
new constitution,” -
¢ "The governmem opposes both

b an interim govetiimefitand a con--

stituent assembly. But de Klerk

said the ,government- would- con-

sider giving black leaders a voice
in policy decisions during the tran-
. sitional period to the new order.

' He addell that he supports the -
ANC’s planned- allsparty tongresr.
as a first step loward wntmg B

constitution.
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WHEN Nelson Man-
dela and Mangosuthu
Buthelezi put their
signatures to the his-
toric peace pact be-
tween the African
National  Congress
and the Inkatha
Freedom Party, they
put their reputations
on the line.

If the pact, signed in

Durban on January 29

after 10 hours of in-
tense discussion, fails
to end the bloodshed,
their political enemies
will conclude that
their writ does not run
into the townships and
villages.

The initial omens were
not auspicious. Within 24
hours of the accord,
fierce fighting broke out
in Umgababa less than
an hour's drive away
from the plush Royal
Hotel where the delega-
tions hammered out their
agreement. At least eight
people were killed.

‘Magic’

But, as Chief Buthelezi
remarked during the dis-
cussions, violence had be-
come endemic to the re-
gion and it would be un-
realistic to expect it to
cease immediately. Nei-
ther he nor Mr Mandela
had “magic wands”
which they could wave to
create instant peace, he
said.

The ANC and Inkatha
recognised  that  the
agreement was the start
of a peace process and
that its success depended
on conscientious fulfil-
ment of its clauses. The
essence of the agreement
was contained in a five-
point joint declaration, in
which the signatories so-
lemnly pledged to:
® Call on their members
to stop attacking one an-
other.

@ Desist from vilifying
one another or indulging

FORWARD TOGETHER: ANC’s Nelson Mandela

and IFP’s Mangosuthu Buthelezi.
‘Peace pipe’ failure
will dent reputations

PATRICK LAURENCE

in what Chief Buthelezi
called “killing talk”.

@ Renounce the use of
coercion or intimidation
to force people to join
their organisations or ac-
cept their strategies.

® Use an existing “joint
mechanism” — a refer-
ence to a complaints ad-
judication board set up in
September 1988 — to
monitor violations of the
agreement and recom-
mend “appropriate ac-
tion”.

@ Organise a joint tour of
affected areas by Mr
Mandela and Chief Buth-
elezi, to enable them to
personally call for peace
at grassroots level.

The envisaged joint
tour will put the reputa-
tions on Mr Mandela and
Chief Buthelezi on the
line. If people fail to heed
their pleas for peace,
their reputations as lead-
ers will suffer.

But, of course, the
peace process is bigger
than two men, no matter
how important they may
be.

To a large extent the
success of the accord will
depend on the ability and
willingness of the signa-
tories to revive the all
but defunct adjudication
board and ensure that its
works efficiently.

It failed for several
reasons in the past. For it
to work efficiently, the
reasons for its earlier
failure must be ad-
dressed.

The 1988 agreement
under which it was estab-
lished was between the
Congress of South Afri-
can Trade Unions (Cosa-
tu) and Inkatha. The
United Democratic Front
(UDF), a major party to
the dispute between
ANC-aligned forces and
Inkatha, was not a signa-
tory to the agreement.

That deficiency is now
eliminated. The five-
point declaration com-
mits the ANC and its
allies — Cosatu, the UDF
and the SA Communist
Party — to the agree-
ment. :

A second reason for the
past failure of the adjudi-
cation board was, accord-
ing to Cosatu, the refusal

of Inkatha “War]ords”l

wo giants put
status on trial +

and their followers to ap-
pear before it on the
grounds that it might
prejudice their case in
pending criminal actions
against them.

Chief Buthelezi has

now, however, given a
solemn assurance to up-
hold the new agreement
and that means ensuring
that Inkatha strongmen
appear before the board
if summoned.

In the past the inter-.
necine war between-

ANC-aligned forces and
Inkatha loyalists was, in
large measure, fuelled by
fraternal bitterness.

The ANC saw Chief
Buthelezi as a renegade,
as a former ANC man
who launched Inkatha in
1975 with the blessing of
the ANC to advance its
cause but who then deve-
loped an agenda and am-
bitions of his own.

Po\n}er base

 As the ANC president
Oliver Tambo put it in a
report to the ANC’s na-
tional executive commit-
tee in 1985: “Gatsha Buth-
elezi ... built Inkatha
into a personal power
base far removed from
the kind of organisation
we had visualised.”

He accused him of
“dressing Inkatha in ANC
colours” in order to ex-
ploit the loyalty of the
masses to the ANC. ;

In his address to the
peace conference dele-
gates in Durban, Chief
Buthelezi, who has pre-
viously accused the ANC
of trying to hijack In-
katha, said: “We ... iden-
tified with the ANC be-
cause we came forth out
of the ANC.”

The peace accord ap- '

pears to do just that and
thus to create an oppor-
tunity to restore — in Mr
Mandela’s words — “the
cordial relations” which
existed between the ANC
and Inkatha in the years
1975-79.
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ANC Youth L@ag@ﬁ@ denies it pﬁéﬁé

KAIZED 107 ATSURBA
and JOVIAL LA MNTAC

THE ANC Ycuth League has
denied press reports carlier

. (his waak {hat it inlended arm-
‘ing its 95 00U imembers and

drafting them into defence
units.

In a statciient issued on
Viednesday, the l2ague denied
taking a decision Lo arm sell-
defence unils, dismissing the
reports as “completely un-

1 founded”.

The league said it did not
have the prerogetive to arm
defence units, wnu that it was
“upforlapaic” that its chair-
man, Peter Mukata, was “con-
stantly beirg inisquoted™

However, it weint on to say
that the violence in the town-
ships and the “apparent inabili-
ty" of the scenrity forces to
stamp out viclent acls had.
forced the people to address

i the question o1 defending
4 thamselves

\; One of the suggestions 111ade

was the formation of self-de-
fence umits, which had heen
i<cussed by various ANC-
aligned organisations. ;

The statement said the units
were to be communily struc-
tures in which the masses of
the people would plan an ac-
tive role in their defence, “not
as mambers of the ANC or any
of its affiliates, but as mem-
bers of the community™.

The league said the fact that
it had not decided to arm
members of the self-defence
units did not rule out tlie possi-
bility that league members in
their individual capacity might
arm themselves “for purposes
of defending the people”.

Asked by Saturday Star Lo
claborate on his statement, Mr
Mokaba said: “Our people must
arm themselves with every-
thing possible, including guns.
What is wrong with black peo-
ple carrying guns when they
are attacked with guns?

TR L L e [ y b

PETER MOKABA: 'The right

to self-defence is non-nego-
tiable’.

“We are not going to ask this
Government how we should de-
fend ourseives, because the
State is part of this violence.

“Much as we are committed
to negotiations and want to see
them succeed, we do not recog-
nise the anthority of this gov-
ernment over us.”

“The right to defend our-
selves is non-negotiable. Gun,
laws in this couniry favour

whites against us. The Govern-
ment arms whoever it wanls in
the black community.”

Mr Mokaba emphasised that
the Youth League had not de-
cided to break agreements
reached in the Pretoria and
Groote Schuur Minutes.

“We recognise and under-
stand the Minutes as agree-
ments that have only sus-
pended our offensive action,
and not defensive action. We
recognise them because w¢
took part in deciding them.”

fle said members of the de-
fence units should be ready to
defend their communities
against attacks such as the re-
cent night vigil massacre in
Sebokeng, in which 42 people
were gunned down.

Mr Mokaba said the defence
units’ prime objective was to
protect lives and property of
community members.

He said although the Youth
League advised the units to
arm themselves, the organisa-

s to arm members

Fragal

tion was not in a position to
arm residents because “we do
not have any weapons.

“The league has decided to
facilitate defence units, in
terms ‘of the mandate given at
the ANC's recent Consultative
Conference.

“We have no arms. The ANC
has Umkhonto we Sizwe as an
army and they have arms. But
there are also arms in the
township, mowing down our
people. The defence units must
make an effort to disarm those
that use guns against our peo-
ple.” '

Firearms should be only ¢
used when the situation de- :
manded it, Mr Mokaba said. “If
people are attacked with water
they jcertainly should not re-
spond with guns. If were at-
tacked with vicious weapons
we'll have to find a defence
that is adequate to meet the
challenge at hand,” he said.

Defence units would serve
only as servants of the people.

B i e
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MA callers to Speak
Ont felt that Nelson Man-
dela and Mangosuthu
Buthelezi do have enongh
influence over their par-
Lies to put a stop (o the
3 bloodshed in the town-
4 ships.

Some felt, however,
that if the two leaders
were Lo go hand in hand
into the townships, in-
stead of just “holding
hands” on TV and in the
newspapers, this would
have a far greater im-
Eratr on their foliowers.

TS Hoosein Adam, Aracd-
ville: Clearly, both leaders
attach themselves lo two
separate ideologies. Roth
considered the viclence in
the townships as serious but
secondary and made dutiful
pleas to end it. The violence
cannot end by jusl waving a
magic wand d
THictthev: Molol, Sowe-

. dium, and address their

ta: Math leaders do have the
inileence to hring an ~nd (o
the bloaodshed,

FIRuss~ll Sandowsky, Hill-
browe: Talk is cheap and
handshakes and smiles ace
skin deep. 11 denied the up-
hindercd right to choose
sides these warring factions
will agree amd be at one with
cach other when hell freezes
nver.

TEFelicia Malefe, Ves-
loorus: The two leaders are
on friendly terms. he lrou-
bl is that we, the supporters
of the two or, ations, are
the fighting portics heeanse
we believe cach alher Lo be
inferior,

™ Adonis Metha, Pre-
toria: The mecting helween
Buthelezi and Mandela will
bring peace because the rcn-
ple do listen to their leaders,
and they are very influcn-
tial

TTWalter Mlyn, Towate: |
think that Mandela and
Buthelezi should hold a rally
at a place such as FND sta-
-

ple tog2ther.

TZRobort Hons, Rietvini:
Everyone wished (o see’ the
two leaders eome topether,
There is no vther way to re-
solve the differences than Lo
listen to the leaders.
f*Moatlatsi Moeketsi,
Diepklool: Peace can only
he restored il the ANC,
through its structures, re-
educiates its treopers and In-
katha does the same with ils

e ey

demecracising their barean-
eratic structnres. Afler com-
pleting theie tasks intelerant
and senseless fighting will
el
TIH Jocum, Wentview:
Surely the events of the past
11 months =hould convinee
your readers that XNhosa
leaders such as Mandela
have not encupgh contral over
their own people (o stop he
bloodshed, but, seem ouly ¢a-
pable of influeneing them in
a negative way, thus ereal-
ingz more and more unrest,
Alricans obyviously don’t
take orders from other Afri-
cans. but do take orders
from the Afvikaners, partic-
ularly leaders of the calibre
of Strydom, Verwoerd and
Voster. .
TdMrs E Navies, Sand-
buvst: Neither Nelson Man-
dela nor Buthelezi can end
the bloodshed. ' W de Klerk
must admit that the Natl-
Government cannol be the
referee as well as a player
at the negotiating table. The -
Government has to be just a
player as everybody else.
TET le Roux, Arcadio:
There je sufficient evidence
to show that Chiel Buthelezi
consulls with and respects
his elders’/ehiels’ points of
view. He also has enough in-
flnenee over his followers to
control them hut when they
et attacked, the true Zulu
spirit comes to light, which
meins they will undoubtedly
counter-attack. The solpli
is don't provoke thein,
TRE Goory, Sellirk: 1 am
an 80- year-old Irishinan. 1
have employed dozens of
Catholics in my time, and at
no time has a Catholic given
me an uncivil word. The
white man in SA should do -
his best to control the supply
of arms fo the black people
and that is the hest that he
can do.
TTMNathaniel Rolekeke,
Katlehong: Only the Gov-
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Readers vrere asled

fhought either leader had
enaugh influenze to bring
an end te the bloodshed
ond if no!, what moare need-

e« to he done.

DAY S IUEIC
NELSOMN Mondela and Man-
gasvthis Buthelezi this weck

callad on their followers to
lay down their weapons.

Speak
Out!

ON
SATUNRDAY

if thoy

[k st VR vl ) b oy D

ernment can stop these riots,
On Tuesday the leaders met,
but after that the riots start
ed again. If the Government
goes belween the two lead-
ers, they might be able to
slop the violence. Or else
they should send mmore sol-
diers or the’ police into the
townships. Or they could
bring back the State of
Emergency — the curfews
slopped the fighting at night.
TEBilly Ntsoeng, Davey-
Aon: There is no way we are
going Lo have peace in the
country. How do you expect
the Inkatha followers to un-
derstand Buthelezi when he
addresses them in Fnglish
on TV? And how many of
them wateh TV?

TiTom Whitlock, Rand-
burgt No, 1 don’t think the
bloodshed will end. What
needs to be done is to make
everyone have a crash
course in Mozart.

™ Guy Mogushoo, Davey-
ton: There won't be any
peace as long as the ANC is
a threat to Buthelezi's apart-
heid exposure and salary.

7@ Dlambola Ntuli, Sovre-
te: Bloodshed is not caused
by Inkatha v ANC, but
apartheid's heneliciaries
who use: uninformed, unfor-
tunately i"iterate blacks and
also machivellian blacks

TR
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who are often tsotsi ele-
meoenls.

Inkatha vank and file must
be told that Mandela and
company are nol a source of
their problem, hut apartheid
and those 1 wingers who
behave as if they have a
mandate from heaven to
mistreal other people be-
cause of their skin eolour.
Fighting at the drop of a hat
musl be seen as ancivilised
and a dent on our proud
black histery.
= Larry Wilson, Orange
Grova: If unemployment is
decreased it should go a long
way Lo bring an end Lo vio-
lence because the criminal
element is jumping on the
handwagon,
¥ Cuthbert Twola, Snbo- .
keng: Neither of these two
rnf:ple can stop Lhis vin-
ence. The Governmnent it-
sell made a, mistake — be-
fore they released Mandela
and began the "new South
Africa”, they should have re-
pealed all the legislation
which allows the homeland
governments Lo exist. It is
difficult for Buthelezi to
achieve his aims, as he is not
seen as an authentic leader

The homeland leaders
were rejected by everyone,
so the only people who can
solve the problem are Mr de

Klerk and kis parliament
Both the ARC and [nkatha
can exist as parties, but this
t:ﬂl': only be proved at t(he

LS

John de Klerl:, West-
bury: Mangosuthu Huthelezi
is a tibalist and when he
calls meetings he only
speaks on hehalf of the
Zulus. The Zulu's (raditional
weapons include AR-47s amd
R-15 so there will be no
L}cn(‘o as leng as he sees

imze!f as the Zuiu king,

Mr Mandela does not see

himsell as a Xhosa, he sees
himself as a South African
who fights for equal righis
No matter what colonr yom
are he is all our people’s
leader,
T Sylvia Gould, lllove:
Nelson Mandela and Man
gosuthu Nuthelezi must get
off their pedestals and he
seen physically by their pe-
spective followers where
their peace accord can he
driven home.

The rural districts and the
hostels where most of the
unrest occurs should be their
first ports of call.

TiRobby Fouch, Florido:
The trouble between Inkatha
and ANC will never cease,
It's like between FEngland
and Ireland. But I do supgest
that Mandela be senl back to
Transkei where he comes
from and then there will he
no trouble. He is net a South
Alfrican and he has no right
to be here.

TFMichael Ndima, Hill-
brow: I believe that neither
Mandela nor Buthelezi can
get rid of the violence be-
cause the people who canse
the violence take advantage
of political affairs to cause
social clashes.

I suggest a strong police
force must be deployed in
Lhe townships.

TTA Bullabs, Johannes-
burg: Qur black leaders
must change their slogan
from “mass rally” lo “mass

T Jatfory Lengay -
nerdale: Botholi
tually got more
peaple really b
ast year the AMC
NECC asted 210 pupils
back to school anc
educriion, now s
they ask for o stay
which Inkatha were o !
On the radio news this
morning, the ANC caid that
they had nat called for a
L vel ail week they
d Tor it What has
Mandela gel 1o g0y about
that? T would i w0 Tike hir
Mandela to explain why he
did net participat» i the
march to Cape Town™
T T Naidoeo, liater-
maritrhurg: It is vers diffi-
cult for either tnan horause
the youth have a great deter-
mination for pewer ond na
one wants to give in
T@Fater Smith, Criondo
West: 1 welcome the talks
between Dr Nelwon Mandela
and the Inkatha president Dr
Mangosutha Buthelezi o
ever there are thirl forees
who see this as an of pertoni-
ty to diseredit both erganisa-
tions by inciting an-l killing
members of ci'iur-r e ANC
or Inkatha and then blaming
the other party. The talks
are a good measzare, bt they
shonld have al:n ineluded
Azapu and the PAC = 1hat
they can step ali the fight-
in
w1 W Chambirs, Beneni:
Mo cne doubls the sincerity
cf both leaders tul it will re-
quire more than just an
agreement to ead thiz kind
of violence! Old attitudes die
hard and there will unfor-
tunately be setharks, ot
violence must nol even he
mentioned as an option! We
must strive for a peace
v:here all are winners — no
losers!
T'C Hartney, Toekomsrus:
Ttis a bit foolish of us (o ex-

topn
fet an
iddenly

HERh

pret the meeting belween
those two pentlemen to slop
the fighting bhecavse if jue
are all honest we will realise
that the fighting in Natal ad-
trally started in the early
Bs and by now omost of
peapin do not really
vhy they are fighting.

So il it eonld not he
stopoed then while Nelson
Rlandela was sl in jail 1
cannol see what influenee he
would have on the fghting
noy T
TV Sucan Sedumeadi, Mon- -
zavitle: Mandela and Butlip.
lexi should tey te po to the
places where the fighting -
took place, holding hands:
like they did on TV and’

+ mayhbe then they can ebn-.
vince their followers Tt will .
for them »

he more convinein,
than secing it on TV and in
the newspapers, r
T Sosan Huntley, Cralg-
hall: Negative speculation
and pophification do nothing
to contribute to peace. Buth-
elezi and M.m(k‘i

they can cantrol their ful
lowers only time wid tell,”
TTMark Long, Roode.
poort: | den't think either
leader has tantrol over the
people. God only knows what
can be done "
TiBorney Segal, Bereoo:
This deep rooted ethnie fed-.
ing between the warring f3e-:
tions won't be casy (o edn.
tain. Let's just hope that fhe
ongning mealings betw
the two rival leaders whill
eventuallv and hopefu|lv
bring aboutl reconcilialpon
and peaceful co-existence.)
FIAmbrose Thuti, Kagito:
Mr Mandela and Buthelpzi
can control their followgrs
but it will nol be overnight,
it will take a long time. The
two leaders must meel again
soon and must keep in t‘zn-'
tact all the time. They myst’
also try to discipline their
members who are trying to'
canse the bloodshed,

amet — let -
us praise them. Whether .
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The road of
provocation

KWASHANGE  lies  be-
tween Taviers Halt and
Sweelwaters. When kuka-
tha supporiers relurn hwie
from any rally in Taylers
Halt, they go past two ANC
strongholds — kwaShange
and  kwaNaamalala®  in
Sweetwaters,

There have in the pust

been incidents where kwa-
Shange - residents  com-
plained thal Inkatha sup-
porters provoke them s
they travel past on Lheir
way home. In Seplember
1989  kwaShange people
marched to the police in the
city to protest. They said In-
katha people had alighted
from their bus and attavked
them.
; In 1987, 14 [Inkatha
vouths were killed by off-
dutly policemen in the area.
They were locked in a hul
which was set alight. Those
that tried {o escape were
shot dead. The killers are
now serving jail sentences.
The court found extenual-
ing circumstances.

In March last year scorcs
of kwaShange refugecs
sireamed down the valley lo
Edendale after they were
allegedly attacked by Inki-
tha.

The area has always re-

mained unstable. Sovme
residents said the recent
tension may have been

caused by the return of the
refugees. They allege thal
Inkatha people have alco
not stopped taunting the
residents as they pass their
area on their way home
from rallies.

It has been suggested
that the buses be escorted
by police until they get past
kwaShange and kwalNxa-
malala. Uncenfirmed
reports say the police had
been escorling the buscs
but left them at the kwa-
Shange turnofT.

)
L)

An armed
after the Sunday night ambush.

Reports by Lakela Kaunda
KWASHANGE would have been turned into a grave-
yard had the massive armed crowd that filled the
streets of Taylors Halt, Elandskop and Sweetwalers
proceeded there on Monday.

The angry, militant crowd wanted to be let loose
to avenge the 17 people who were killed in kwa-
Shange on Sunday evening. They were returning from
apeace rally in kwaQanda mission in Taylors Halt.

By 10.55am on Monday police were still search-
ing for more bodies. People whose loved ones and
friends had still not been found were frantic.

The crowd was armed with all sorts of weapons
from firearms to garden forks; each person carried
aboul three weapons. 3

Ahout% 000 people stood outside the home of In-
katha leader and kwaMncane induna David Ntom-
bela. He addressed them and told them not to avenge
the deaths.

‘When the meeting ended, the sea of men, women
and children filled the streets. All expressed shock
and dismay — and a willingness to take on kwa-
Shange. S

Ntombela proceeded to the KZT bus depot at
Sweelwaters where a crowd of about 1000 had gath-
ered. Those killed in the ambush were Sweelwalers
people. -

Nlombela's eyes were red, and he was obviously
angry.
“Where are we going to run to, from this ANC?
They call me a warlord. I've never killed anyone ... I
will stand for the truth.

“Banks are robbed with AK47s. Where does the
money go?"

crowd gathered al the Sweetwaters bus depot this week lo listen as KwaZulu Legislative Assembly

The erowd responded “To buy guns to kill us.”

Ntombela urged them not to avenge the killings.

“we in Inkatha want peace. No one here should
take the law into their own hands. Respect the law.
No one here should go where we say he should nol

He said the common feeling was that the ANC

- was nol wanted in areas under the control of chiefs.

He said the rest of the world was supporting Ku-
wait in the fight against Iraq so that the Kuwailis
could get back their land. “Why is the world not as-
sisting the Zulus who are attacked by the ANC?"
Ntombela asked.

- *“Whatdo you say?" he asked the crowd.

“Ayihlome ihlasele,” (to arms, to war), they
responded. . g :

“You.have your leaders. Listen to them, the
chiefs and the indunas. They will sort this out. The
world must see who the warlords are.” ;

He said there was a move that Inkatha people
should be disarmed of their “cultural” weapons. “We
will never leave our assegais, knobkieries, spears
and shields,” he said to big applause.

Captain Danie Meyer of Lhe SAP told the crowd
that the police saw the attack in a very serious light.

“Our duty is to protect all the people. We have
worked with a lot of leaders. Zondi (Nsikayezwe),
David Ntombela, Induna Vilakazi, they all know me. 1
know them to be respected people with discipline.

“Inkatha are people we can talk to. If it was other
groups 1 would not be talking to the people. That is
why | ask — leave it to Lhe hands of the police. We will
investigate. Inkatha — do not shoot us. We Know
where we stand with Inkatha. We do not need another
enemy.”

member David Ntombiela urged them not to seek revenge

e said most people knew that the police were
impartial.

“The propaganda is that we take sides with Inka-
tha. That is not true. As these people know, standing
here, police have arrested them.”

Captain Danie Meyer said the gathering was ille-
gal, but added: “Inkatha are people we can reason
with. T ask now, after this meeting, disperse peace-
fully.

“These people I can see are ready for war."”
But, he said, if the crowd went to kwaShange now,
they would not find the people who were responsible.

| “All you will find are women and children. Do
| youwantlo kil! women and children,?” Meyer asked.

About two men from the crowd responded: “We
want them all, We want the women. They are thé ones
who give birth to these people who terrorise us.”

Meyer continued: “No one expected this thing to’
happen last night. Not even them (the people of kwa-
Shange) . . . I have spoken to Nlombela. We will gel a
committee together. With this conunittee we will get
the leaders together.

“If problems in areas arise we will work together
to sort them out . .. We will do everylhing possible o
prevent a recurrence of this (attack).”

There was still a lot of grumbling from the crowd.
One man shouted: “Allow us to go there. Who will
repay our dead?”

'Fifteen minutes laler they dispersed. Fears re-
mained among people who had been at the meeling,
especially journalists, that the crowd might attack at
night.

But by Tuesday morning, it was still quiet.




By Patrick Laurence

Gabriel Mekgwe, the
missing State witness in
the Winnie Mandela trial,
left the Methodist manse
in Sowew with three Afri-
can National Congress
men on Sunday night, The
Star learnt today.

It is not known whether
Mr Mekgwe voluntarily ac-
companied the three, one of
whom is a senior man in the
ANC.

Mr Mekgwe, like Barend
Mono, another of the three
young men who were alleg-
edly kidnapped from the
same manse in 1988 and
taken to Mrs Mandela’s
home in Diepkloof, Soweto,
is known for his strong devo-
tion to the ANC.

A 14-year-old boy, Stompie
Moeketsi Seipei, was alleg-
edly abducted with the three
men in 1988.

He was later found dead in
an open field in Soweto.
Jerry Richardson was last
year sentenced to death for
his murder.

_The Star has been able to
piece together some of the
events leading to Mr
Mekgwe's disappearance on
Sunday night.

Called

He vanished just hours be-.
fore he, Mr Mono and the
third young man, Kenneth
Kgase, were due to be called
by the State in the trial of
Mrs Mandela and her three
co-accused, John Morgan,
Nompumelelo Falati and
Xoliswa Falati. i

Mr Mekgwe, who has been
living in a “safe house” in
Johannesburg's northern
suburbs, left at the weekend
to attend a funeral in his
home town of Potchef-

stroom. He returned to
Johannesburg on Sunday
evening but missed his 1ift to
the northern suburbs. Not
knowing what to do, he went
to the Methodist Church
manse in Soweto, where he
had earlier lived.

The Rev Paul Verryn, who
is in charge of the manse,
was not there when Mr

Mekgwe arrived on Sunday.
Mr Mekgwe had only been at
the manse for about half-an-
hour when the three ANC
men arrived, say sources.

It is not known what tran-

spired between Mr Mekgwe

and the three men. But, The |
Star understands, no physi-

cal coercion was used to in-
duce him to leave with them.

Mr Mekgwe is reported to
have agonised over whether
to testify for the State in the
Mandela trial because of his
loyalty to the ANC. But by
the time he left for Potchef-
stroom last weekend he had
decided to give evidence, say
sources.

The trial was adjourned
yesterday at the request of
State prosecutor, Jan Swane-
poel SC, who expressed con-
cern over the “intimidatory
offect” of Mr Mekgwe's dis-
appearance on his two co-
wilnesses.

«This is a very serious de-
velopment ... 1 can't pro-
ceed when witnesses’ lives
are in danger. I will need
time before 1 can continue
the State's case,” he said.

I}
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Earlier, Mrs Mandela and
the other accused pleaded
not guilty to all charges.

Each faces four icounts of

Winnie trial puzzle “\

kidnapping and fdur of as- -

sault with intent to do griev-
ous bodily harm. !

Mr Swanepoel said that
the State would present evi-
dence of other kidnappings
in 1988 in which Mrs Mande-
la was allegedly involved.

During his opening address.
Mr Swancpoel told Mr Justice
Stegmann that the trial was not
yolitical because the accused

faced common law crimes.

At the start of proceedings.
have assaull

charges against Mrs Mandela’s
driver, Mr Morgan, quashed,

an application to

was turned down.

Four young men who were
charged with the same crimes
have not appeared to stand trial
and warrants for their arrest

were issued last week.

They are a 17-year-old y_null.h‘
who may not be named, Katiza
~ebekhulu (22), Mpho Gift Ma-
belane (19) and Sibusiso Brian

Mabuza (19)- Yesterday a

mal application for a separa-

tion of trials was granted.

George Bizos SC, who heads
Mrs Mandela's defence teamn,
read out Mrs Mandela’s stale-

menl.

She said during December
1988 she had been approached
by Xoliswa Falati, who had
been looking after a number of
youths at the Orlando West

Methodist manse.

Asvat.

dead.)

Mrs Mandela was the only
one to make a plea explana-

tion yesterday.

o st g e

Mrs Falali had said Mr Ver-
ryn had been sexually abusing
some of Lhe youths and Katiza
Cebekhulu had become mental-
ly disturbed as a result.

Mrs Mandela had told Mrs
Falati to bring Katiza to her
and together they had visited
the rooms of Dr Abu Baker

(Dr Asvat was later shot

Mrs Mandela's statement
‘ said Dr Asvat had recommend-
for- ed that Katiza and Mr Verryn
seek psychiatric help.

[

Mrs Mandela said that late
on December 29 1988 — the date
on which the kidnappings and

assaulis allegedly began — she

had left for Brandfort to altend
to various welfare projects.

She had returned on Decem-
ber 31. Mrs Falati had told her
that in her absence she and
Jerry Richardson had arranged
to bring four young men from
the manse to stay in rooms at
the back of Mrs Mandela’s prop-
erty 16 “prevent the spread of
homosexual practices”.

“I did not assault anyone, no
one was assaulted in my pres-
ence and I did not associate my-
self with assaults,” Mrs Mande-
la said in her statement.

Outgide the court building,
scuffles between police and
ANC marshals broke out and
ANC deputy president Nelson
Mandela intervened. — Addi-
tional reporting by Helen
Grange and Cathy Stagg.

Icn ‘leﬂ with witness’




| Never-say-die Winnie i

DEPENDING on the outcome
of the Stompie trial, Winnie
Mandela may well be destined for
a seat on the ANC's next national
executive committee when the or-
ganisation holds its national con-
gress in.June, gt
The controversial lady staged a

Surprising political comeback last
year when she was elected to the
Pwv regional committee. Equally
surprising was her election last
week to the leadership of the ANC
Women’s League in the: PWV —
probably the most influentjal re-
gion. -

It would appear 'the erstwhile
“Mother of the Nation”is popular
'In powerful ANC circles idespite
the loud:objections which greeted
news of her appointment as social
w‘iltf'are head.

S even suggested she might
_e]ectqd the new ANC deputygpreb;
ident in June. Second only to Nel-
son, the new president, of course,

: _“;atch this space — ‘and that
rial. -

ooo
A FLY on the wall of Cape Town’
_ s
city hall during last week’s open-
ing-of-Parliament protest.:m
tells Saver that while the 1323'.1
ers of the march took turns haran-

guing the crowd from the balcony,

the others inside the buildi
n
glued to F W’s speech on TVg iy

Ooo

ALL isn't entirely well, it seems,
in relations between the ANC’s
head office and its Western Cape
branch. Insiders say that when

Cape officials announced that Nel-
son Mandela would iead the
march on Parliament, they had
not, shall we say, fvily cleared it
with the man himself.

Sauer hears that he then decid-
ed — partly because of a punish-
ing schedule and partly because
he doesn't like being told what to
do — that he would not, after all,
travel to Cape Town.

Highly embarrassing for the
Cape organisers, who had already

‘\plastered the province with post- -

ers announcing the “Mandela
march”. In future they'll no doubt

LR

think twice before making pre-
sumptions about the boss's time.

: ooao

THE Government’s new R4 mil-
lion campaign to promote peace
and negotiations must have creat-
ed a flurry of interest among the
nation’s ad agencies, on the look-
out for stable clients in these
tough times.

But aspirants were to be disap-
pointed. Launching the “Let’'s Put
Peace First” campaign this week,
Gerrit Viljoen said three agencies
had pitched for the job, and the
winner was P de V.

Besides the merits of Pde Vs
concept, the Government clearly
felt it could trust the agency
which had done such sterling work
in the past for another major cli-
ent ... the National Party.

ooag

IT seems pro-negotiation ele-
ments are gaining ascendancy in

the PAC's youth wing, the Azanian .

National Youth Unity (Azanyu)
and, by implication, in the PAC it-
self.

The newly elected Azanyu lead-
ership has expelled four former
members of its executive, accus-
ing them of pandering to tribalism

.

TO t+ ALL MEDIA

s well w
watching/

worth

FROM : THE BUREAU FOR INFORMATION

el
STATE VS SITHOLE TRIAL

MEDIA ARRANGEMENTS :

e et ——

Ever heard of this trial? Prize for the most inane press advi-

sory of the year must go to the Bureau for Information, and

Its arrangements for the ‘‘Sithole’ trial. Sithole? Investigation re-

vealed this to be the name of No 1 accused in a trial at the Rand

Supreme Court. No 8 accused is one Winnie Mandela. A prime

Insight Into the bureaucratic mind — in the government depart-
ment most directly concerned with the media.

and of being “enemy agents”.

The four retorted that their ex-
pulsion was really because of
their strong opposition to negotia-
tions, a constituent assembly, a
united front of the oppressed and
other positions adopted by the
PAC.

The plot thickens.
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AMID all the anti-Gulf war pro-
tests in the US, one voice has been
deafeningly silent. It's that of

Jane Fonda who, during Vietnam
days, was the high priestess of
anti-war demonstrators, becom-
ing known as Hanoi Jane.

With the Gulf conflict three
weeks old, the actress, to the best
of Sauer’s knowledge, has offered
nary a peep of disenchantment
over the US role.

There again, the current man in
her life is one Ted Turner who just
happens to own Cable News Net-
work. CNN is one institution that
could say unequivocally that it's
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doing really well out r}Mé ‘Q\)
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RAPID change is the name of the
political game these days. Two
quotes from Pik Botha: :

November 14 1990: “Financial
savings and manpower released
by this decision (to cut diplomatic
representation in Australia) will
be used in countries of presently
higher priority for South Africa.”
It would save R7-million a year,
he said.

February 5, 1991: “In the light of
the constructive and positive
reaction from the Australian gov-
ernment, I believe we should not
bother about the present comple-
ment of the South African mis-
sion.”

. Maybe that decision to cut staff
in Australia wasn’t so much a fi-
nancial one as a fit of Pique?

ooo
JAUNDICED comment from an
Independent Sunday journalist
about TV’s saturation coverage of
the Gulf war: “The tedium is the
message.”
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T IS not unknown for editors to

make a point of commenting on
readers’ letlers. Sometimes the
object, all too obviously, is to out-
smart the letter writers.

This has always seemed to me
to run counter to the:principle
that the letters page is ‘primarily
readers’ ferritory and that the edi-
tor should try to keep out of it,
except where it may be necessary,
for instance, to correct a‘factual
misstatement. ¢

FW Thorpe of Midrand com-
plains that the editor did not reply

o

to a question he put at the end of a :

recently published letter. This let-
ter criticised one of The Star’s edi-
torials on the grounds that it had
not “bluntly and unequivocally”
condemned the ANC for “ignoring
the arms embargo and'retaining
their huge armoury”, particularly
| AK-47 rifles. - '

Mr Thorpe's last sentence ran:
“Or is it possible that you support
the action of the ANC?”

I must say that when I read the
letter in The Star, I took this last

sentence to be a rhetorical ques-
tion, to which Mr Thorpe would
not have expected an answer.

However, it appears he posed it
in all seriousness, going so far as
to envisage the possibility that
“The Star’s aim might be to be-
come the ANC's mouthpiece if
they gain government control”,

I therefore asked the editor-in-
chief, Richard Steyn, to comment.
He says: “The Star is no more sup-
portive of the ANC than it is of
the NP or any other political
party. The newspaper agrees with
the ANC on certain issues and dis-
agrees strongly on others.

]

“We are nobody’s mouthpiece
and never will be. The reason why
I declined to respond to Mr
Thorpe’s innuendo is that it was a
classic ‘have you stopped beating
your wife’-type question, impossi-
ble to answer satisfactorily in one
or two short sentences.”
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A RECENT cartoon by Andy has
displeased one or two readers. It
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showed a figure clearly recognis-
able as Marike de Klerk holding a
telephone receiver and saying to
her equally recognisable husband,
“It's Willem, dear — he wants to
be reclassified.”

The innuendo was obvious and
the caricature of the State Presi-
dent singularly unflattering. But
was the cartoon in what one read
er calls “shocking bad taste”?

At one time, it is true, such a
topic would have been out of
bounds for a cartoonist on a repu-
table newspaper. But those days,
with their strong flavour of what
is now called “elitism”, have van-
ished.

In Britain, for instance, the
press and even television are mer-
ciless in their caricaturing of the
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Royal family.

What many people do not recog-
nise is that this marks a revival of
an old British tradition. In Victori-
an times, the Prince Consort was
mercilessly lampooned in journals
like Punch and the sacred person
of the good Queen herself was not
spared.

It is possible to have misgivings
about this trend. I feel a certain
sadness watching the British mer-

.rily butchering an institution that

most of them, when it comes down
to it, deeply cherish.

But it is quite unrealistic not to
expect ripples from this wave of
irreverence to wash up on our
shores.

I doubt whether Andy’s cartoon
upset many households.
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IN HIS television column, On the
Box, in the Saturday Star of Jan-
uary 19, John van Zyl attacked
SABC-TV for failing its viewers in
three ways: information, culture
and education.

Criticising the intellectual level

hpiecg .

editor-in-chief

of Good Morning South Africa, he
wrote: “You can always judge a
television service by the sort of
ideal viewer that it seems to be
addressing. I have no doubt the
ideal viewer GMSA wants to ad-
dress is a rural, white Afrikaans-
speaking person with a Std 8 cer-
tificate.”

Erika Smuts of Randburg de-
nounces Dr van Zyl for showing (I
translate from Afrikaans) “igno-
rance, shallowness and insensitivi-
ty”. She divines from Dr van ZyI's
column (correctly, I have no
doubt) that he wants television to
play a role as a “communication
medium in ‘the new South Afri-
cai "-

However, she says, he should re-
member that “these people to
whom he refers so disaparagingly
are going to play an important
part in the future of our country”.

She calls on him to forget the
“false status of so-called intellec-
tual achievements” and contends

that the value of people lies “not -

in their income, language, stan-
dard of education, race or place of

residence but rather in their out-
look on people and the world”.

Ms Smuts's concern for the indi-
vidual and emphasis on the contri-
bition they make to society are
commendable, and I shall not con-
test what she says. However, the
relevance of these views to the

. SABC's shortcomings in the cul-

tural field escapes me.

On one point, though, I am en-
tirely with her: the kind of stereo-
type conjured up by Dr van Zyl to
typify an uncultured person would
be better discarded before we
enter what we hope will be a
healthier, more harmonious South
Africa.

How’s that again?

A CALL for a hospital to intro-
duce a nappy-washing service was
pooh-poohed by health commit-
tees this‘week. - Darlington and
Stockton Times.

@If you have a complaint about
editorial matter in The Star, write
to the Ombudsman, ¢/o The Edi-
tor’s Secretary, Box 1014, Johan-
nesburg 2000. O




Political adversaries meet in trouble-torn Bekkersdal township yesterday where a plea for
peace was made. From left: Mr Chris Hani of the ANC, Mrs Winnie Mandela (ANC), Phalo Jor-
i, . dan (partly obscured, ANC) Themba Khoza of Inkatha.
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