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Bombshell 
One year after his bombshell announcement 
of the unbanning of the ANC and other orga- 
nisations, State President De Klerk has made 
another bombshell announcement — the 
total scrapping of the last remaining discrimi- 
natory laws, including the Population Regis- 
tration Act, the Group Areas Act and the 
Land Act. 

Apartheid, which was dying, is now to be of- 
ficially dead. 

Since Mr De Klerk has spelled out his aims for 
a new non-racial South Africa, it was inevita- 
ble that he would end all forms of discrimina- 
tion. 

That he has been moving with breakneck 
speed means it was also inevitable that_he 
would keep up the pace. / 

That he would antagonise the Right, as evi- 
denced once more by the unheard of walkout 
of the Conservative Party members during 
the State President’s address opening Parlia- 
ment, was also inevitable. 

The die is cast, however. 
The country has been placed on a course that 

is irreversible, and the Right, unless it can 
devise a strategy that will force an election, 
will be powerless to stop it. 

Since we have not hidden our view that the 
State President may be moving too fast, and 
has not been consolidating his own position 
within his White constituency, and especially 
among Afrikaners, we must say that he has 
taken our breath away again. 

Nevertheless, if one is to look at the new 
South Africa he is intent on creating, then 
the ending of all discrimination is not only 
logical but essential. 

He could not, for example, give Blacks the 
vote without giving them every other right as 
well. 

Mr De Klerk’s latest measures will be received 
‘with enthusiasm by foreign governments. 

The European Community immediately made 
it known that sanctions will be eased. 

The State President’s announcements are also 
likely to influence the United States to repeal 
sanctions, since he has met almost all the re- 
quirements of the Comprehensive Anti- 
Apartheid Act. 

However, it is clear that no matter how great 
the reforms he introduces, they will not satis- 
fy the African National Congress, the Pan 
Africanist Congress and other radical organi- 
sations. 

   

  

   

  

The ANC wants a constituent assembly and 
interim government. 

Mr De Klerk does not agree to an interim gov- 
ernment, but talks of a “transitional arrange- 
ment” to give people outside of Parliament a 
voice in government. 

This suggests the possibility of Blacks being 
taken up in the Cabinet, but who and on 
what basis remains to be seen. 

The ANC is playing for power; Mr De Klerk, 
on the other hand, is hoping that his demo- 
cratic changes, particularly the scrapping of 
all apartheid measures, will win him support 
so that, in alliance with other moderate par- 
ties and organisations, he can beat the ANC 
at any future election. 

It is a long shot, but he obviously believes he 
can succeed. 

The die is cast in another way too. 
By its walkout in Parliament yesterday, the 
Conservative Party has given notice that it 
does not intend to take Mr De Klerk’s re- 
forms lying down. 

It has declared political war and will do battle 
with the National Party. 

Mr De Klerk obviously does not care about 
the White Right, since he hopes for the sup- 
port of faithful Nats, Democrats, Coloureds 
and Indians and moderate Blacks (if any are 
left after the ANC and other radical move- 
ments are finished with them). 

We believe, however, that Mr De Klerk is 
wrong to disregard his own people, the Afri- 
kaners, and to the extent that he loses their 
support, his position is immeasurably weak- 
ened. 

Nevertheless, if he is to be judged as a Great 
Reformer, he has more than won his spurs 
and deserves the acclaim he receives from 
those who support total change. 

  

  

 



  

- o Mandela#;« 
links black 
violence 
to disunity 
WINDHOEK, Friday: Black- 

on-black violence in South Afri- 
ca’s Nafal province “left: cight ‘ 
people dead, 60 hurt and 150 
houses burnt down yesterday® 
and today, leading the national- 
ist leader Mr Neison Mandela to 
link such violence with divisions 
within political groups. . . 

Conceding publicly for the first 
time at a media conference here 
that disunity exists in black 
organisations, among them the 
African National Congress 
(ANC), of which he is deputy 
president, Mr Mandela. ire- 
committed himself to stopping 
the violence. 

Police earlier attributed the 
bloody clashes at Natal's Umga- 
baba area on the south-east coast 
to fighting between supporters of 
the ANC and Zulu leader Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi's Inkatha 
Freedom Party, but later merely 
said “two factions” had been 
involved. 

The trouble at Umgababa 
began at 6 pm yesterday when 
three men fired on 40 commuters 
stepping from a train, police 
said. 

Within two hours of the com- 
muters fleeing, heavily-armed 
groups “several hundred strong™ 
were fighting along a 30-kilo- 
metre stretch in the area, accord- 
ing to police and witnesses. 

The fighting came less than 24 
hours after Mr Mandela and 
Chief Buthelezi declared a truce 
in the five-year-old violence in 
which 5,000 people have died, 
and jointly called on their 
members to “cease all attacks on 
each other™. 

Many ANC supporters who 
have been in the firing line since 
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the conflict began are known to 
be angry that the peace talks 
were held at all and were 
infuriated by pictures showing 
Mr Mandela and Chief Buthelezi 
shaking hands for the first time 
in many years.. r 

Speaking here today, Mr Man- 
dela said the “mere -decision™ 
taken between himself and Chief 
Buthelezi could not stop the 
violence as they would have. to 
adopt measures -to achieve it, 
including joint visits to strife- 
torn areas to make their appeal 
heard. " 3 
® Four of seven people due to 
stand trial next week with Mrs 
Winnie Mandela have skipped 
bail and disappeared, police said 
today. 

An amrest warrant has been 
issued and a reward offered for 
information leading to their 
arrest, police said in Soweto. 

The four, Joseph Sithole, 
Katiza Cebekhulu, Mpho Mabe- 
lane and Sibusiso Mabuza, are 
due to stand trial with Mrs 
Mandela and three other co- 
accused in the Rand Supreme 
Court on Monday. 3 

They face charges of kidnap 
and assault arising from the 
abduction of four boys allegedly 
taken from a Methodist manse in 
Soweto on December 29, 1988, 
to Mrs Mandela’s home in 
nearby ‘Diepkloof. 

Media interest in the trial has 
been so overwhelming that South 
Africa’s Bureau for Information 
has been forced to co-ordinate a 
pool system for local and foreign 
Jjournalists. i 

AFP 
      

  
  

   



THE latest spate of 
violence in Umgaba- 
ba should be seen as 
an “unfortunate chal- 
lenge” to the ANC and 
Inkatha to work to- 
gether more closely 
to stamp out violence, 
according to Inkatha 
Freedom Party na- 
tional chairman, Dr 
Frank Mdlalose. 
Speaking at a joint 

AN&/IFP Press confer- 
ence in Durban yester- 
day, Dr Mdlalose and 

C southern Natal con- 
venor and national head 
of intelligence, Mr Jacob 
Zuma, agreed that the 
violence was putting 
pressure on them to im- 
mediately get Tuesday’s 
peace accord off the 
ground by working out 
strategies and practical 
methods of bringing 
peace to Natal's strife- 
torn townships. 

“This situation is put- 
ting meat and blood to 
the agreement reached 
between our two organi- 
sations,” Mr Zuma said. 

The two leaders also 
agreed that the fighting 
in Umgababa was not 
necessarily due to 
straight conflict between 
the ANC and Inkatha, but 
could have been in- 
fluenced by numerous 
other factors. 

They also pointed out 
that this week’s outbreak 
of fighting had started on 
Tuesday — the day the 
peace accord between 

chall 

  

Violence ‘a 
Tre Sfifu«A»J/ ’SS 

enge 
to accord’’ 
Agreement needs meat and bones: Zuma 

NICOLA 
CUNNINGHAM- 

BROWN 
Political Reporter 

the two organisations 
was signed — and thus 
was not a revolt against 
the accord, but the con- 
tinuation of an old and 
ongoing battle. 3 

“Mr Zuma and I have 
been following this inci- 
dent together,” Dr Mdla- 
lose said. “We have laid 
out plans for further 
communication on this 
issue and have sent re- 
searchers from both the 
ANC and Inkatha out to 
the area. 
“We are currently 

busy working on strate- 
gies on informing people 
far and wide at 
grassroots level of the 
accord.” 

Explaining the strate- 
gies they would use to 
tackle the violence, Dr 
Mdlalose said that first- 
ly they would investigate 
the facts of each situa- 
tion, find out who the 
leaders of the different 
factions were, and then 
attempt to bring them 
together “in a friendly 
fashion”. 

He said it was impor- 
tant to- gather the facts 
first, and then follow up 
with action on the 
ground, which ultimate- 
ly could include working 
towards local peace in- 
tiatives. 

Mr Zuma said it was 
vitally important to in- 

— 

vestigate the situation 
properly and not rely on 
initial reports or act on 
emotion. 

O At least two more 
people were killed in 
fighting in Umgababa on 
Thursday night, bringing 
the death toll in the area 
this week to at least ten. 

One of the two men 
killed on Thursday night, 
20-year-old Mr Samson 
Hadebe, was hacked to 
death in his bed by a 
mob of about 100 armed 
men. 

O The director of Dia- 
konia, Mr Paddy Kear- 
ney, took a group of 
church leaders headed 
by Bishop Norman Hud- 
son, head of the Method- 
ist Church in Durban, 
and Archdeacon Ruben 
Phillip, chairperson of 
the Natal crisis fund, on 
a tour of Umgababa yes- 
terday. 

Mr Kearney said the 
group met local resi- 
dents who requested 
them to meet the SADF 
and ask them to main- 
tain a constant presence 
in the area this weekend 
as they feared further at- 
tacks. This request was 
carried out. 

Residents also asked 
the group to meet with 
the local Inkatha chief in 
the area, but the church 
leaders were unable to 
find him as he had gone 
into hiding.   
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No more infiltration, ANC agrees 
/- A 

by Lakela Kaunda Aol 2 4galigleerms of SA legislation. 
THE African National Congress will not surrender its 
arms to the government, but will stop training and in- 
filtrating guerrillas inside the country in terms of the 
agreement reached with the government last week. 

A meeting was held by the joint working group 
established in terms of paragraph 3 of the Pretoria 
Minute to thrash out the real meaning of the ANC's 
suspension of the armed struggle, announced in Pre- 
toria last year. 

The ANC has agreed to stop armed attacks, 
bombings, infiltration of cadres and equipment, the 
creation of underground structures, war talk and 
threats of armed actions inside South Africa. 

At their consultative conference in December, 
the ANC had threatened to resume the armed strug- 
gle if the government did not meet their demands. 
They also sanctioned the formation of defence units 
intownships to ward off attacks. 

The two parties could not reach an agreement on 
the establishment of defence committees. 

Police want the ANC to hand over their arms and 
said if that happened, they could easily clamp down 
on AWB elements too. 

It was accepted in principle that in a democratic 
society no political party should have a private army. 

Other agreements are: 
o Umkhonto weSizwe is no longer an illegal organ- 
isation. Therefore membership thereof is not a viola- 
tion of Paragraph 3 of the Pretoria Minute. 
e Noting that the ANC already has caches and 
cadres inside the country, a phased process should be 
initiated to enable these cadres to resume normal life 
and facilitate and legalise control over their arms. 
e Where applicable, individual weapons will be 

No explicit agreement was reached to satisfy the 
government’s demand that the ANC surrender its 
arms to the government. 

The government is then expected to speed up the 
release of prisoners and return of exiles before the 
April 30 deadline set by the ANC. They had said one 
of the obstacles was the lack of clarity on the ANC 
undertaking to suspend armed action. 

A delegation of the United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees (UNCHR) which came on a 
fact-finding tour said it was impossible to have all 
exiles back in the country by April 30. They said the 
project would demand about R30 million and so far 
notall exiles had been registered. 

The government recognised the right to free as- 
sembly and the people’s right to express their views 
through various forms of mass action. 

In a statement, the ANC said the government had 
undertaken to “instruct its security services and 
counter-insurgency units, in keeping with the spirit 
of the agreement, to desist from harassment of ANC 
supporters and members of Umkhonto Wesizwe”. 

A specialised liaison committee comprising rep- 
resentatives from both parties will be set up to deal 
with the violations of the agreement. 

The Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC) has rejected 
the government-ANC pact saying the process of 
change had remained “firmly in the hands of white 
people with the African majority hopeful spectators”. 

They said the government and the ANC were pre- 
seribing how “liberation movements could achieve 
freedom from oppresson”. 

The PAC said their exiles and prisoners were not 
referred to in the agreement. 
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De"Klerk Presents 

_}Plans For Change 

    

CAPE TOWN South Africa — 
‘President - F.W. de Klerk 
announced plans Friday to sweep 

| away the. last-legal pillars of apart- 
! heid; laws]that. segregate housing, 
* restrict* bldck éwnershlg of 'land 
nnl.i classni}' alf citizéns Y Ta 
i, 'Thé first two will be scraj pcd 
outright and thé thifd phased out. 

‘There i§ neither time nor room 
’ for turning back,” de Klerk said in 
an addréss to“a néw Session of 
“South Africa’s parliamen 
'is only one road — ahead!” * 
#i In ‘Washington, State Depart- 

      

‘meént . spokeswoman Margaret 
. Tutwiler, said de Klerk’s steps 

{ bring South Africa “pretty close” 
! to.conditions required for lifting 
i U.8."economi¢ sanctions.’ . 
% Both the white-led government 
and thé? Africafi¥National Con- 

3 Suhtry %‘i‘gmg black 
gaid they expect 
Z=the release 
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~ "“The fight is on for the survival 
of white people,” declared Ferdi 
Hartzenberg, deputy leader of the 

; Conservative Party.: 
The lawmaknng hody, controlled 

by the ruling National Party, is 
expected to approve de Klerk’s 
recommendations ! before it 
adjourns in June. 
~“The ANC-, has 'previously 

demanded that the government 
- fulfill its agreement to release 
: political . prisoners,’ mnl indem- 

nity to’ returning: exiles and 
remove security laws that restrict 

: political expression. > @ 
Millions of black South Africans 

heeded a call'by the ANC and the 
more radical Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress to boycott work'on Friday. - 

Many of them marched through 
city streets to press de Klerk to 
hand over .power to -an interim. 

* government and allow a constitu- 
ent assembly, elected in a multira- 

' cial national elécti mm drawup a 
new constitution,* 

The government opposes both 
an interim gove#iimetit-and a con- 
stituent assembly. But de Klerk 
said the ,government-would- con- 
sider giving black leaders a voice 
in policy decisions during the tran- 
sitional perjod to the new order. 

     

  
' He added that he supports the . 

ANC's planned -ail-party tongress " 
as a first step toward 
constitutior. E 
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Two giants put 
status on trial + 
WHEN Nelson Man- 
dela and Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi put their 
signatures to the his- 
toric peace pact be- 
tween the African 
Natipnal ~ Congress 
and the Inkatha 
Freedom Party, they 
_put their reputations 
on the line. 

If the pact, signed in 
Durban on January. 29 
after 10 hours of in- 
tense discussion, fails 
to end the bloodshed, 
their political enemies 
will ~conclude that 
their writ does not run 
into the townships and 
villages. 

The initial omens were 
not auspicious. Within 24 
hours of the accord, 
fierce fighting broke out 
in Umgababa less than 
an hour’s drive away 
from the plush Royal 
Hotel where the delega- 
tions hammered out their 
agreement. At least eight 
people were killed. 

‘Magic’ 

But, as Chief Buthelezi 
remarked during the dis- 
cussions, violence had be- 
come endemic to the re- 
gion and it would be un- 
realistic to expect it to 
cease immediately. Nei- 
ther he nor Mr Mandela 
had  “magic  wands” 
which they could wave to 

| create instant peace, he 
said. 

The ANC and Inkatha 
recognised  that  the 
agreement was the start 
of a peace process and 
that its success depended 
on - conscientious fulfil- 
ment of its clauses. The 
essence of the agreement 
was contained in a five- 
point joint declaration, in 
which the signatories so- 
lemnly pledged to: 
® Call on their members 
to stop attacking one an- 
other. 
@Desist from vilifying 
one another or indulging   

FORWARD TOGETHER: ANC's Nelson Mandela 
and IFP's Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 

‘Peace pipe’ failure 
will dent reputations 
  

PATRICK LAURENCE 
  

in what Chief Buthelezi 
called “killing talk”. 
@ Renounce the use of 
coercion or intimidation 
to force people to join 
their organisations or ac- 
cept their strategies. 

@ Use an existing “joint 
mechanism” — a refer- 
ence to a complaints ad- 
judication board set up in 
September 1988 — to 
monitor violations of the 
agreement and recom- 
mend “appropriate ac- 
tion”. 
@ Organise a joint tour of 
affected areas by Mr 
Mandela and Chief Buth- 
elezi, to enable them to 
personally call for peace 
at grassroots level. 

The envisaged joint 
tour will put the reputa- 
tions on Mr Mandela and 
Chief Buthelezi on the 
line. If people fail to heed 
their pleas for peace, 
their reputations as lead- 
ers will suffer. 

But, of course, the 
peace process is bigger 
than two men, no matter 
how important they may 
be. 

To a large extent the 
success of the accord will 
depend on the ability and 
willingness of the signa- 
tories to revive the all 
but defunct adjudication 
board and ensure that its 
works efficiently. 

1t failed for several 
reasons in the past. For it 
to work efficiently, the 
reasons for its earlier 
failure must be ad- 
dressed. 

The 1988 agreement 
under which it was estab- 
lished was between the 
Congress of South Afri- 
can Trade Unions (Cosa- 
tu) and Inkatha. The 
United Democratic Front 
(UDF), a major party to 
the dispute between 
ANC-aligned forces and 
Inkatha, was not a signa- 
tory to the agreement. 

That deficiency is now 
eliminated. The five- 
point declaration com- 
mits the ANC and its 
allies — Cosatu, the UDF 
and the SA Communist 
Party — to the agree- 
ment. 

A second reason for the 
past failure of the adjudi- 
cation board was, accord- 
ing to Cosatu, the refusal 
of Inkatha “warlords” 

and their followers to ap- 
pear before it on the 
grounds that it might 
prejudice their case in 
pending criminal actions 
against them. ! 

Chief Buthelezi has 
now, however, given a 
solemn assurance to up- 
hold the new agreement 
and that means ensuring 
that Inkatha strongmen 
appear before the board 
if summoned. 

In the past the inter- 
necine  war  between~ 
ANC-aligned forces and 
Inkatha loyalists was, in 
large measure, fuelled by 
fraternal bitterness. 

The ANC saw Chief 
Buthelezi as a renegade, 
as a_former ANC man 
who launched Inkatha in 
1975 with the blessing of 
the ANC to advance its 
cause but who then deve- 
loped an agenda and am- 
bitions of his own. 

Power base 

As the ANC president 
Oliver Tambo put it in a 
report to the ANC's na- 
tional executive commit- 
tee in 1985: “Gatsha Buth- 
elezi built Inkatha 
into a personal power 
base far removed from 
the kind of organisation 
we had visualised.” 

He accused him of 
“dressing Inkatha in ANC 
colours” in order to ex- 
ploit the loyalty of the 
masses to the ANC. s 

In his address to the 
peace conference dele- 
gates in Durban, Chief 
Buthelezi, who has pre- 
viously accused the ANC 
of trying to hijack In- 
katha, said: “We ... iden- 
tified with the ANC be- 
cause we came forth out 
of the ANC.” 

The peace accord ap- 
pears to do just that and 
thus to create an oppor- 
tunity to restore — in Mr 
Mandela’s words — “the 
cordial relations” which 
existed between the ANC 
and Inkatha in the years 
1975-79. 
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stamp out viclent acts had 

§ forced the people to address 
the question vl defending   
  

themselves. 

cuth League has 
reports earlier 

intended arm- 

00y wembers and 
drafting them into defence 

sient issued on 

Vednesday, the lague denied 

dismissing the 
reports as “‘completely un- 

The league said it did not 
2tive to arm 
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\ One of the suggestions made 
‘was the formation of self-de- 

fence urits, which had been 

scussed by varions ANC- 
aligned organisations. . 

The statement said the units 

were to be conmunily struc- 
tures in wh the masses of 

the people would plan an ac- 

tive role in their defence, “not 

as members of the ANC or any 
of its affiliates, but as mem- 

bers of the community”. 

The league said the fact hat 

it had not decided to arm 

members of the self-defence 

units did not rule out the possi- 
bility that league members in 
their individual capacity might 
arm themselves “for purposes 
of defending the people”. 

Asked by Saturday Star to 
claborate on his statement, Mi 

Mokaba said: “Our people must 

arm themselves with every- 
. thing possivle, including guns. 

What is wrong with black peo- 
ple carrying guns when they 
are attacked with guns? 

        

League denies it 

  

  

  
to self-defence is non-nego- 

tiable’. 

“We are not going; to ask this 

Government how we should de- 

fend ourseives, because the 

State is part of this violence. 

“Much as we are committed 

to negotiations and want to see 

them succeed, we do not recog- 

nise the anthority of this gov- 

ernment over us.” A 

“Fhe right to defend our- 

selves is non-negotiable. Gun, 
laws in this country favour 

   whites against us. The Govern- 

ment arms whoever it wants in 

the black community.” 

Mr Mokaba emphasised that 

the, Youth League had not de- 

cided to break agreements 

reached in the Pretoria and 

Groote Schuur Minutes. 

“We recognise and under- 

stand the Minutes as agree- 

ments that have only sus- 

pended our offensive action, 

and not defensive action. We 

recognise them because we 

took part in deciding them.” 

{le said members of the de- 

fence units should be ready to 

defend their communities 

against attacks such as the re- 

cent night vigil massacre in 

Sebokeng, in which 42 people 

were gunned down. 

Mr Mokaba said the defence 

units’ prime objective was to 

protect lives and property of 

community members. 

He said although the Youth 

League advised the units to 

arm themselves, the organisa- 

B eI e S 

plans to arm meimnbers 

  

tion was not in a position to 

arm residents because “we do 

not have any weapons”. 

“The league has decided to 

facilitate defence units, in 

terms of the mandate given at 

the ANC's recent Consultative 

Conference. 

“We have no arms. The ANC 
has Umkhonto we Sizwe as an 

army and they have arms. But 

there are also arms in the 

township, mowing down our 

people. The defence units must 

make an effort to disarm those 

that use guns against our peo- 

ple.” ' 

" Firearms should be only | 

used when the situation de- i 

manded it, Mr Mokaba said. “If 

people are attacked with water 

they (certainly should not re- 

spond with guns. 1f we're at- 

tacked with vicious weapons 

we'll have to find a defence 

that is adequate to meet the 

challenge at hand,” he said. 

Defence units would serve 

only as servants of the people: 

  

  

    
  

 



  

   

  

    

A AaTeiele 
Ont felt that Nel 

do liave enough 
over their par- 

ties to put a stop to the 
bloodshed in (he town- 
ships. 
Some felt, however, 

that if the two leaders 
were (o go hand in hand 
into the townshi, 

stead of just 8 
hands™ on TV and in the 
newspapers, this would 
have a far greater im- 
pact on their foliowers 
Shioosein Adom, Azacd- 

ville: Clearly. both leadors 
attach themselves to two 
separate ideologies. Roth 
considered the violence in 
the townships as serious but 
secondary and made dutiful 
pleas to end it The violence 
cannot end by just waving a 
magic wand 
TPictthovi: Molol, Sowe- 

      

    
     

   

  

ala 
hidgaelial 

    

   

  

Lt Teaders do have the 
Toence (o bring an ~ad (o 

the Doodshed 
FIRussall Sadoswsk 

  

   

  

    

  

skin deep. 11 denicd the 
hindered right 1o choose 
sides (lose warring factions 
will agree and he at one with 
each other when hell fronzes 
over 
TEFelicia Molrfn, Ves- 
foorus: The two leaders are 
on frienly terms. The lrou. 

Uiat we, the supporters 
of the two organisations. are cs hecanse 

Uelieve cach stfier (o be 
ior , 

T Adonis Metha, Pre- 
torla: The mecting hetween 
Buthelezi and Mandela 

    

   
  

    

      

   

  

  

    

and they are very influcn: 
tial 
FWalter Miyn, Sowato: | 
think that Mandela and 
Buthelezi should hold a rally     a place such as FNI st 
dium, and address their pe 
ple topather 
ToRobort Hons, Ristul 
veryone wished 1o ser the 

(o leaders come together 
There is no other way (o te- 
solve the differences than to 
listen to the Inaders 
TtMotlatsi Moelcersi, 
Diepkloof: Peace can only 
be restored il the ANC, 
through its structures, r 
educates its teoper 
katha does the same with 

   
  

   
     

  

     is and piocs further in 
democracising thei burean- 
eratic structures. Affer com. 
ploting theiu tasks intolera 

d senseless fighting will e, 

     

  

Iacum, Kentview: 
Surely the events of the past 
11 months should convince 
your readers that Xhos 
feaders such as Mandela 
have not enough contral over 
their ovn people (o stop e 
bloodshed, but scem ouly ca- 
pable of influcncing them in 
a negative way, thus creat- 
ing more and more unrest 

Africans obviously don't 
take orders from ofhee Afri 
cans. but o take orders 
from the Afiikaners, partic 

aly leaders of the cabibre 
of Strydom, Versoerd and 
Vaster . 
s B Dovies, Sand- 
huvat: Neither Nelfon Man- 
dela nor Buthelezi can end 
the bloodshed. W de Klerk 

Nat 
it cannot be the 

) as a player 
ing. (:flfla The 
< (0 be just a 

ver as everybody else. 
TET de Roux, Arcadio: 
There i sufficient evidence 
10 show (hat Chief Buthelezi 
consults with and respects 
s elders'/chiefs’ points of 
view. e also has cnough 
fluence over his followers to 
contral tiem but when they 
get atiacked, the true Zufy 
Spirit. comes 10 light, which 
mezns they will undoubtedly 
counter-atiack. The solpi 
s don'l provoke thein. 
TE Goory, Selki 

an 80 year'old Irishina 

         

      

  

  

  

   

  

      
     

  

  

      

     

    

    

        

    

  

      

  

n 1 
have employed dozens of 
Catholics in my time, and at 
1o time has a Catholic given 

  

me an une word. The 
white n n SA should do 
his best to control the supply 
of arms 10 the black people 
and that is the hest that he 

  

     

   el Ralekeke, 
Only the Gov: 

  

Katlehong: 

  

        

   

       
  

    

NELSON Mondela and Man- 
gesvils Buthelezi this week 
called on their followers to 
lay down their veeapons. 
Readers vrore asked if they 

teader had 
enaugh influenze o bring 
an end to the bloodshed 
end if no?, what more need- 

thought eiihe    

ed 16 be done. 

[ TOBRY ETERICE    

    
    

Out! 

on 
SATURDAY      

  Lo ies s o 

ernment can stop these riots 
On Tuesday the leaders met, 
but after that the riots 
ed again. If e Gover 
goes between the two lead- 
ers, they might be able to 
stop the violence. Or clse 
they should send more sol- 
diers or the' police into the 
townships. Or they conld 
bring back the State of 
Emergency — the curlews 
stopped the fighting at night. 
TEBilly Nisoeng, Davey- 
ton: There is no way we are 
going (o have peace in the 
country. How do you expect 
the Inkatha followers (o u 
derstand Buthelezi when he 
addresses them in Fnglish 
on TV? And how many of 
themn watch TV? 
T Tom Whitlock, Rand. 
burg: No, I don't (hink the 
bloodshed will end. What 
needs (o be done is to make 
everyone have a crash 
course in Mozart 
2 Guy Mogoshoo, Davay- 
ton: There won't be any 
peace as long as (he ANC is 
athreat to Buthelezi's apart- 
heid exposure and salary. 
77 Dlambola Niuli, Sov 
te: Bloodshed is not caused 
by Inkatha v ANC. but 
apartheid's beneficiarics 
who use-ninformed, unfor- 
tunately i"iterate blacks and 
also machivellian blacks 

  

    

        

  

   

          

L T i 

who arc often tsotsi ele- 
ments. 

Inkatha rank 2nd file mnst 
be told that Mandela and 
company arc not & source of 
their proble apartheid 
and those 1ightwingers who 
behave as if they have a 
mandate from heaven to 
mistreat other people be- 
cause of their skin colour. 
Fighting at the drop of a hat 
must be seen as anc 
and a deat on our proud 
black history. 
X Larry Wilson, Orange 
Grovar 11 unemployment 15 
decreased it should go a long 
way (o bring an cnd Lo vio- 
lence hecause the criminal 
element is jumping on the 
bandwagon. 
T Cuthbart Twala, Sabo- 
keng: Neither of these two 
people can stop Uhis vio- 
lence. The Governmnent it 
self made a, mistake — be- 
fore they refeased Mandela 
and began the “new South 
Alrica, they should have re- 
pealed all the legislation 
which allows the homeland 
governments Lo exist. It is 
difficult for Buthelezi to 
achieve his aims, as he is not 
seen as an authentic leader 

The homeland leaders 
were rejected by everyone, 
50 the only people who can 
solve the problem are Mr de 

    

   

  

     

    

     
   

   

   

  

   

Kierk and his 
Both the AN 
can oxist as pa 

only be proved at the 

  

s 
John de Klerl:, Wesi- 

fangosuthu Hutheleri 
a Gibalist and when he 

calls meetings he only 
speaks on behalf of the 
Zulus. The Zulu's (raditiorial 
weapon K47 
R-15 50 there will be no 
peace as long as he sces 
imself as the Zuiu King, 
Mr Mandela does ot see 

himsel( as a Xhosa. he sees 
mself asa South Arican 

who fights for cqual rights, 
No matter what colonr y 
are he is all our people’s 
leader. 
MSylvie Gould, Mllavoe: 
Nelson Mandela and Man 
gosuthu Duthelezi must et 
off their pedestals and he 
seen physically by their re- 
spective followers where 
their peace accord can he 
driven home. 

The rural districts and the 
hostels where most of the 
unrest occurs should be their 
first ports of call. 
FRobby Fouch, Florida: 
‘The trouble betsween Inkatha 
and ANC will never cease. 
I's like between England 
and Ireland. But T do suggest 
that Mandela be sent bac 
Transkei where he coines 
from and then there will he 
1o trouble. e is not a South 
Altican and he has no right 
10 be here, 
F2thichool Nedima, Hill- 
brow: | believe that neither 
Mandela nor Buthelezi can 
get rid of the violence he- 
cause the people who cause 
the violence (ake advantage 
of political affairs to cause 
social clashes. 

T suggest a strong police 
force must be deployed in 
the townships. 
TEA Bullabs, Johannes- 
burg: Our biack leaders 
must_change their slogan 
from "mass rally” to “mass 

   
     

  

   
     

      

   

  

    v to “toy iy 
T Jatfory Lengaviton, 
nordate: Butlielezi s 
tnally got mare hrains (h 
peaple teally belie o Late 
last’ year the AFIC ao the 

€ asted all pupils fo g 
back to school anc et an 

#tion, now saddenly 
they ask for a stayawav 
wehich Inkatha were again: 

On the radio nev:< (his 
morning, the AN <aid (hat 
they had nat calld for a 
stayaway. yel ail o 

sed “for it Wi 
Mandela get 1o <1y 

    

  

    

   

  

   about 
that? I would i like Mr 

  

dela o explain why he 
did net participat s in the 
march to Cape Town™ 
T Naidoc, 

    
the youth have a great deter 

ion for pewer ond o 

  

   
   

  

th, Criondo 
T welcome the talks 

between Dr Nelion Vel 
and the Inkatha presid 
Mangosuthn Buthcle: 
ever there are thir forces 
who sex this s an op per tuni 
ty to discredit buth crga 
tions by in ki 
members of o 
or Inkatha and ( 
the other party 
are a good measare. bt (hey 
shonld have alsn incinded 
Azaco and the PAC <n that 
they can stop ali e fight- 
i 

   

  

     
   

   

n 
¥ W Chombers, Beneni: 

Mo cne doubls the 
of both leaders tut 
quire more than 
agreement to ead (hiz 
of violence! OId attitudes die 
hard and thera will unfor- 
tunately be setharks, bnt 
violence must not even he 
mentioned as an option! W 
must strive for 
wihere all are wins 
losers! 
TIC Hortney, Tockomsru 
1S a bit foolish of us 1 ex- 

   

  

    

    

- maybe th 

   

   
pret the meeting Lefwen 
hose two p 
the fighting hecavse 
are all honest we will realise 
that the fighting in Natal aé. 
twally started in the early 
‘805 and by now most of 

    

those oy e o ot realls 

  

stopned then white Nelson 
Mandela was still in jail 1 

nnot see shat inflienee he 
would have on fhe fighting 
now : 
T Sucan Sedumodi, Mon- 
zovite: Mandela and Butlin 
lezi should t5y 10 o fo the 
places where the fighting 
ook place. holding hands; 
Jike they did on TV and! 

1 they can con 
vince their followers. 1t will 
be more canvineing for them 
than secing it on TV and i 
the newspapers ; 

Susan Huntley, Crolg- 
hall: Negative speculation 

d pentification do nothing 
to conitihute to peace. Buth 
elezi and Mandcla met — let - 
us praise them. Whether 
they can_ cantrol their fo 
Towess only time wid tell,”, 
TTMark Long, Reode- 
poart: 1 dont think either 
Teader has tontrol over the 
people God only knows what 
can be done H 
T larney Segol, Berga: 
“This deep roated etfnic (rjd 
ing betwoen the warring (3e- 
tions won't be casy 1o o 
tain Lets just hope that e 
ongaing meelings betwaen 
he 10 rival Teaders whil 
eventuallv and hopefu|lv 
bring ahoit reconciliatgin, 
and peaceful co-existence.} 
FAAmbrose Thufi, Kogito: 
Nr Mandela and Buthelpzi 
can control their followdrs 
but it will not be overnight, | 
it will take 2 long time. The 
two leaders must meel again 
soon and must keep in o 
tact all the time. They mpst 

  

    

  

    

  

   
  

    

    

      

  

         

    
  

 



  

         
  

The road of 
provacation 

NGE  lies b 
s Malt aud 

Sweelwaters. When fuka- 
{ha supporters return hone 
from any rally in Taylo 
Halt, they go past two AN 
stronghold 
and  hwaNaamalala' in 

  

     

  

     
   been incidents where kwa- 

Shange ~ residents  com- 
plained that Inkatha sup- 
porters provoke them 
they travel past_on their 
way home. In Septembir 
1989 kwaShange  people 
marched to the police in the 
city to protest. They said In- 
katha people had “alighted 
from their bus and attacked 
them. 
s In 1987, 14 Inkatha 
vouths were killed by off- 
duty policemen in the area. 
They were locked in a hut 
which was sct alight. Those 
that tried o escape were 
shot dead. The killers are 
now serving jail sentences. 
The court found extenual- 
ing circumstances. 

Tn March last year scorcs 
of kwaShange refugecs 
streamed down the valley (o 
Edendale after they were 
allegedly atlacked by Inka- 

after the Sunday night ambush. 

      

   
Reports by Lakela Kaunda 

KWASHANGE would have been turned into a grave- 
yard had the massive armed crowd that filled the 
Streets of Taylors Halt, Elandskop and Sweetwaters 
proceeded there on Monday. 

The angry, militant crowd wanted to be let loose 
to avenge the 17 people who were killed in kwa- 
Shange on Sunday evening. They were returning from 
a peace rally in kwaQanda mission in Taylors Halt. 

By 1055am on Monday police were still search- 
ing for more bodies. People whose loved ones and 
fricnds had still not been found were frantic. 

The crowd was armed with all sorts of weapons 
from firearms o garden forks; each person carried 

tha. about threeweapons. -« 
The area has always re- About § 000 people stood outside the home of In- 

mained unstable. Some  katha leader and kwaMncane induna David Ntom- 

residents said the recent  bela, He addressed them and lold them not to avenge 
{ension may have been the deaths. 
caused by the return of the 
refuggees. They allege that 
Inkatha people have also 
not stopped taunting the 
residents as they pass their 
area on their way home 
from rallies. 

It has been suggested 
(hat the buses be escorted 
by police until they get past 
kwaShange and kwaNxa- 
malala. Unconfirmed 
reports say the police had 
been escorting the buscs 
but left them at the kwi- 
Shange turnoff. 

When the meeting ended, the sea of men, women 
and children filled the streets. All expressed shock 
and dismay — and a willingness to take on kwa- 
Shange. 3 

Ntombela proceeded to the KZT bus depot at 

Sweetwaters where a crowd of about 1000 had gath- 

ered. Those killed in the ambush were Sweelwaters 

people. 
'Ntombela’s eyes were red, and he was obviously 

ngry. 
“Where are we going to run to, from this ANC? 

They call me a warlord. I've never killed anyone..... 1 

will'stand for the truth. 
“Banks are robbed with AK47s. Where does the 

money go?" 

   
        
    
   

      

      

  

The crowd responded “To buy guns to kill us. 

Ntombela urged them not to avenge the killings. 

“We in Inkatha want peace. No one here should 

{ake the law into their own hands. Respect the law. 

No one here should go where we say he should not 

He said the common feeling was that the ANC 
was not wanted in areas under the control of chiefs. 

He said the rest of the world was supporting Ku- 
wait in the fight against Iraq so that the Kuwaitis 
could get back their land. “Why is the world not as- 
sisting the Zulus who are attacked by the ANC?" 
Ntombela asked. 

-~ “What do you say?" he asked the crowd. 
yihlome ihlasele,” (to arms, to war), they 

responded. e 
“You.have your leaders. Listen lo them; the 

chiefs and the indunas. They will sort this out. The 
world must see who the warlords are.” 

He said there was a move that Inkatha people 
should be disarmed of their “cultural” weapons. “We 
will never leave our assegais, knobkieries, spears 
and shields,” he said to big applause. 

Captain Danie Meyer of the SAP told the crowd 
that the police saw the altack in a very serious light. 

“Our duty is Lo protect all the people. We have 
worked with a lot of leaders. Zondi (Nsikayezwe), 
David Ntombela, Induna Vilakazi, they all know me. T 
know them to be respected people with discipline 

“Inkatha are people we can talk to. Ifit was other 
groups I would not be talking to the people. That is 
why [ ask— leave it to the hands of the police. We will 
investigate, Inkatha — do not shoot us. We kn 
where we stand with Inkatha. We do not need anothdr 
enemy.“ 

  

  

An armed crowd gathered al the Sweetwaters bus depot this week o listen as KwaZulu Legislative Assembly mempber David Ntomtiela urged 

| 

       
them not to seek revenge 

  

He said most people knew that the police were 
impartial. 

“The propaganda is that we take sides with Inka- 
tha. That is not true. As these people know, standing 
here, police have arrested them.” 

Captain Danie Meyer said the gathering was ille- 
gal, but added: “Inkatha are people we can reason 
With. T ask now, after this meeting, disperse peace- 
fully. 

“These people I can sec are ready for war.” 
But, he said, if the crowd went to kwaShange now, 

they would not find the people who were responsible. 
“All you will find are women and children. Do 

you want o kill women and children,?” Meyer asked. 

About two men from the crowd responded: “We 

want them all. We want the women. They are the ones 

who give birth to these people who terrorise us.” 

Meyer continued: “No one expected this thing to 
happen last night. Not even them (the people of kwa- 
Shange) ... I have spoken to Ntombela. We will gel a 
committee together. With this conynitlee we will get 

the leaders together. 
“If problems in areas arise we will work together 

to sort them out . .. We will do everything possible to 

preventa recurrence of this (attack).” 

‘There was still a lot of grumbling from the crowd. 

One man shouted: “Allow us to go there. Who will 

repay our dead 
ifteen minutes later they dispersed. Fears re- 

mained among people who had been at the meeting, 

especially journalists, that the crowd might altack at 

nigh! 

  

     
  

t 
But by Tuesday morning, it was still quiet. 

  

  

            
  

 



  

By Patrick Laurence 
  

Gabriel Mekgwe, the 

missing State witness in 
the Winnie Mandela trial, 
left the Methodist manse 
in Sowew with three Afri- 

can National Congress 

men on Sunday night, The 
Star learnt today. 

1t is not known whether 

Mr Mekgwe voluntarily ac- 
companied the three, one of 
whom is a senior man in the 

ANC. 

Mr Meckgwe, like Barend 
Mono, another of the three 

young men who were alleg- 
edly kidnapped from the 
same manse in 1988 and 
taken to Mrs Mandela’s 
home in Diepkloof, Soweto, 
is known for his strong devo- 
tion to the ANC. 

A 14-ycar-old boy, Stompie 
Mocketsi Seipei, was alleg- 
edly abducted with the three 

men in 1988. 

He was later found dead in 
an open field in Soweto. 
Jerry Richardson was last 
year sentenced to death for 
his murder. 

The Star has been able to 
piece together some of the 
events leading to Mr 
Mekgwe’s disappearance on 
Sunday night. 

Called 

He vanished just hours be- 
fore he, Mr Mono and the 
third young man, Kenneth 
Kgase, were due to be called | 
by the State in the trial of 
Mrs Mandela and her three 
co-accused, John Morgan, 
Nompumelelo Falati and 
Xoliswa Falati. 

  

Mr Mekgwe, who has been 
living in a “safe house” in 
Johannesburg's northern 
suburbs, left at the weekend 
to attend a funeral in his 
home town of Potchef- 

  

stroom. He returned to 

Johannesburg on Sunday 

evening but missed his lift to 

the northern suburbs. Not 

knowing what to do, he went 

to the Methodist Church 

manse in Soweto, where he 

had earlier lived. 

The Rev Paul Verryn, who 

is in charge of the manse, 

was not there when Mr 

Mekgwe arrived on Sunday. 

Mr Mekgwe had only been at 

the manse for about half-an- 

hour when the three ANC 

men arrived, say sources. 

It is not known what tran- 

spired between Mr Mekgwe 

and the three men. But, The 

Star understands, no physi- 

cal coercion was used to in- 

duce him to leave with them. 

Mr Mekgwe is reported to 

have agonised over whether 

to testify for the State in the 

Mandela trial because of his 

loyalty to the ANC. But by 

the time he left for Potchef- 

stroom last weekend he had 

decided to give evidence, say 

sources. 
The trial was adjourned 

yesterday at the request of 

State prosecutor, Jan Swane- 

poel SC, who expressed con- 

cern over the “intimidatory 

effect” of Mr Mekgwe's dis- 

appearance on his two co- 

witnesses. 

“This is a very serious de- 

velopment ... 1 can’t pro- 

ceed when witnesses’ lives 

are in danger. 1 will need 

time before 1 can continue 

the State’s case,” he said. 

  

  

Earlier, Mrs Mapdela and 
the other accused pleaded 
not guilty to all charges. 

Each faces four ‘counts of 

kidnapping and fdur of as- 

sault with intent to do griev- 

ous bodily harm. 
Mr Swanepoel said that 

the State would present evi- 

dence of other kidnappings 

in 1988 in which Mrs Mande- 

1a was allegedly involved. 

  

During his opening address. 

Mr Swanepoel told Mr Justice 

Stegmann that the trial wat ol 

political because the accused 

faced common law crimes. 

At the start of Rm edl“ifi; 

an application to have asstul 

lilar‘gfis against Mrs Mandela’s 

Cever, Mr Morgan, quashed, 

was turned down. 

Four young men who were 

charged with the same crimes 

have not appeared to stand trial 

and warrants for n‘:mr arrest 

» jssued last wee) 

e e a 1T-year-old youll 
who may not be named,_Kahm 

Cebekhulu (22), Mpho le(t Ma- 

belane (19) and Sibusiso Brm!\ 

Mabuza (19)- Yesterday a (0!- 

mal application for a separa- 

tion of trials was granted. 

Mrs Mandela was the only 

one to make a plea explana- 

tion yesterday. 

    

George Bizos SC, who heads 
Mrs Mandel: defence team, 

read oul Mrs Mandela’s state- 
ment 

    

She said during December 
1988 she had been approached 
by Xoliswa Falati, who had 
been looking after a number of 
youths at the Orlando West 
Methodist manse. 

Mrs Falati had said Mr Ver- 
ryn had been sexually abusing 
some of the youths and Ratiza 
Cebekhulu had become mental- 
ly disturbed as a result. 

Mrs Mandela had told Mrs 

Falati to bring Katiza to her 

and together they had visited 
the rooms of Dr Abu Baker 

Asvat. 
(Dr Asvat was later shot 

dead.) 
Mrs Mandela’s statement 

said Dr Asvat had recommend- 

ed that Katiza and Mr Verryn 

seek psychiatric help. 

Winnie trial puzzle .\ 

Mrs Mandela said that late 

on December 29 1988 — the date 

on which the kidnappings and 
assaulis allegedly began — she 
had left for Brandfort to attend 
to various welfare projects. 

She had returned on Decem- 

ber 31. Mrs Falati had told her 

that in her absence she and 

Jerry Richardson had arranged 
{o bring four young men from 
the manse to stay in rooms at 
the back of Mrs Mandela’s prop- 
erty 6, “prevent the spread of 
homoscxual practices”. 

“] did not assault anyone, no 
one was assaulted in my pres- 

ence and I did not associate my- 

self with assaults,” Mrs Mande- 

la said in her statement. 
Outside the court building, 

scuffles between police and 
ANC marshals broke out and 
ANC deputy president Nelson 
Mandela intervened. — Addi- 
tional reporting by Helen 
Grange and Cathy Stagg. 

‘ANC men left with witness’ | 

  

  
  

 



  

  

DEPENDING on the outcome 
of the Stompie trial, Winnie Mandela may well be destined for 

a seat on the ANC's next national 
executive committee when the or- 
ganisation holds its national con- gress inJune, ' 

The controversial lady staged a 
surprising'political comeback last year when she was elected to the PWV_rgglonal committee. Equally 
surprising was her election last week to the leadership of the ANC Women’s League in the. PWV — probably the most influential re- gion. 
It would appear ‘the erstwhile 

other’ of the Nation” is popular   ‘in_powerful ANC circles .des, ite 
the loud:objections which grec[ied news of her appointment as social 
wellfare head. 

U's even suggested she might be .electeg the new ANC deputygpres~ 
ident in June. Second only to Nel- 
son, the new president, of course, 

Watch ‘this space — ‘and that 
trial. 

ooo 
A FLY on the wall of Cape Town city hall during last weglf’s opennti 
ing-of-Parliament protest. 
tells Sauer that while memf;;?-' ers of the march took turns haran. 

  

!ghuing hthe crowd from the balcony, 
€ others inside the buildii glued to F W' speech o:| 'l:{"g Ml 

ooo 

ALL isn't entirely well, it seems, in relations between the ANC's 
head office and its Western Cape branch. Insiders say that when 

NeverJé*ay-die Winnie 
Cape officials announced that Nel- 
son Mandela would iead the 
march on Parliament, they had 
not, shall we say, fuily cleared it 
with the man himself. 

Sauer hears that he then decid- 
ed — partly because of a punish- 
ing schedule and partly because 
he doesn'’t like being toid what to 
do — that he would not, after all, 
travel to Cape Town. 

Highly embarrassing for the 
Cape organisers, who had already 

\plastered the province with post- 
ers announcing the “Mandela 
march”. In future they'll no doubt 

LR | 

think twice before making pre- 
sumptions about the boss’s time. 

; ooo 
THE Government's new R4 mil- 
lion campaign to promote peace 
and negotiations must have creat- 
ed a flurry of interest among the 
nation’s ad agencies, on the look- 
out for stable clients in these 
tough times. 

But aspirants were to be disap- 
pointed. Launching the “Let’s Put 
Peace First” campaign this week, 
Gerrit Viljoen said three agencies 
had pitched for the job, and the 
winner was P de V. 

Besides the merits of PdeV’s 
concept, the Government clearly 
felt it could trust the agency 
which had done such sterling work 
in the past for another major cli- 
ent ... the National Party. 

ooo 
IT seems pro-negotiation ele- 
ments are gaining ascendancy in 
the PAC’s youth wing, the Azanian 
National Youth Unity (Azanyu) 
and, by implication, in the PAC it- 
self. 

The newly elected Azanyu lead- 
ership has expelled four former 
members of its executive, accus- 
ing them of pandering to tribalism 
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is well worth 

watching/ 

TO 1t ALL MEDIA 

FROM : THE BUREAU FOR INFORMATION 

s 

MEDIA ARRANGEMENTS : STATE VS SITHOLE TRIAL 

o oot 

Ever heard of this trial? Prize for the most inane press advi- 
sory of the year must go to the Bureau for Information, and 
its arrangements for the *‘Sithole” trial. Sithole? Investigation re- 
vealed this to be the name of No 1 accused in a trial at the Rand 
Supreme Court. No 8 accused is one Winnie Mandela. A prime 
insight Into' the bureaucratic mind — in the government depart- 

ment most directly concerned with the media. 

  

and of being “enemy agents”. 

The four retorted. that their ex- 
pulsion was really because of 
their strong opposition to negotia- 
tions, a constituent assembly, a 
united front of the oppressed and 
other positions adopted by the 

C. 

  

'AC. 
The plot thickens. 

ooo 

AMID all the anti-Gulf war pro- 
tests in the US, one voice has been 
deafeningly silent. It's that of 

Jane Fonda who, during Vietnam 
days, was the high priestess of 
.anti-war demonstrators, becom- 
ing known as Hanoi Jane. 

With the Gulf conflict three 
weeks old, the actress, to the best 
of Sauer’s knowledge, has offered 
nary a peep of disenchantment 
over the US role. 

There again, the current man in 
her life is one Ted Turner who just 
happens to own Cable News Net- 
work. CNN is one institution that 
could say unequivocally that it's 

| 

doing really well out % A\) 
ooo 

RAPID change is the name of the 
political game these days. Two 
quotes from Pik Botha: 
November 14 1990: “Financial 

savings and manpower released 
by this decision (to cut diplomatic 
representation in Australia) will 
be used in countries of presently 
higher priority for South Africa.” 
It would save R7-million a year, 
he said. 

February 5, 1991: “In the light of 
the constructive and positive 
reaction from the Australian gov- 
ernment, I believe we should not 
bother about the present comple- 
ment of the South African mis- 
sion.” 

Maybe that decision to cut staff 
in Australia wasn't so much a fi- 
nancial one as a fit of Pique? 

ooo 

JAUNDICED comment from an 
Independent Sunday journalist 
about TV’s saturation coverage of 
the Gulf war: “The tedium is the 
message.” 

Leetor Corva 
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T IS ot unknown for editors to 
make a point of commenting on 

readers’ letlers. Sometimes the 
object, all too obviously, is to out- 
smart the letter writers. 

This has always seemed to me 
to run counter to the:principle 
that the letters page is ‘primarily 
readers’ territory and that the edi- 
tor should try fo keep out of it, 
except where it may be necessary, 
for instance, to correct a-factual 
misstatement. t 
FW Thorpe of Midrand com- 

plains that the editor did not reply 
to a question he put at the'end of a 
recently published letter. This let- 
ter criticised one of The Star’s edi- 
torials on the grounds that it had 
not “bluntly and unequivocally” 
condemned the ANC for “ignoring 
the arms embargo and'retaining 
their huge armoury”, particularly 
AK-47 rifles. ! 

Mr Thorpe’s last sentence ran: 
“Or is it possible that you support 
the action of the ANC?” 

I must say that when I tead the 
letter in The Star, I took this last 

sentence to be a rhetorical ques- 
tion, to which Mr Thorpe would 
not have expected an answer. 

However, it appears he posed it 
in all seriousness, going so-far as 
to envisage the possibility that 
“The Star’s aim might be to be- 
come the ANC's mouthpiece if 
they gain government control”. 

I therefore asked the editor-in- 
chief, Richard Steyn, to comment. 
He says: “The Star is no more sup- 
portive of the ANC than it is of 
the NP or any other political 
party. The newspaper agrees with 
the ANC on certain issues and dis- 
agrees strongly on others. 

    

We’re n     “We are, nobody’s mouthpiece 
and never will be. The reason why 
1 declined to respond to Mr 
Thorpe’s innuendo is that it was a 
classic ‘have you stopped beating 
your wife-type question, impossi- 
ble to answer satisfactorily in one 
or two short sentences.” 

Qitn o 

A RECENT cartoon by Andy has 
displeased one or two readers. It 

Ombudsman 

JAMES 
McCLURG 

  

showed a figure clearly recognis- 
able as Marike de Klerk holding a 
telephone receiver and saying to 
her equally recognisable husband, 
“It's Willem, dear — he wants to 
be reclassified.” 

The innuendo was obvious and 
the caricature of the State Presi- 
dent singularly unflattering. But 
was the cartoon in what one read 
er calls “shocking bad taste”? 

At one time, it is true, such a 
topic would have been out of 
bounds for a cartoonist on a repu- 
table newspaper. But those days, 
with their strong flavour of what 
is now called “elitism”, have van- 
ished. 

In Bril for instance, the    
press and even television are mer- 
ciless in their caricaturing of the 

obody’s mout 

, editor-i 
) 

Royal family. 
What many people do not recog- 

nise is that this marks a revival of 
an old British tradition. In Victori- 
an times, the Prince Consort was 
mercilessly lampooned in journals 
like Punch and the sacred person 
of the good Queen herself was not 
spared. 

1t is possible to have misgivings 
about this trend. I feel a certain 
sadness watching the British mer- 
.rily butchering an institution that 
most of them, when it comes down 
to it, deeply cherish. 

But it is quite unrealistic not to 
expect ripples from this wave of 
irreverence to wash up on our 
shores. 

I doubt whether Andy’s cartoon 
upset many households. 

oo o 
IN HIS television column, On the 
Box, in the Saturday Star of Jan- 
uary 19, John van Zyl attacked 
SABC-TV for failing its viewers in 
three ways: information, culture 

tion. 
sing the intellectual level 

  

   

hpiece — 

  

  

of Good Morning South Africa, he 
wrote: “You can always judge a 
television service by the sort of 
ideal viewer that it seems to be 
addressing. I have no doubt the 
ideal viewer GMSA wants to ad- 
dress is a rural, white Afrikaans- 
speaking person with a Std 8 cer- 
tificate.” 

Erika Smuts of Randburg de- ~ 
nounces Dr van Zyl for showing (I 
translate from Afrikaans) “igno- 
rance, shallowness and insensitivi- 
ty”. She divines from Dr van Zyl's 
column (correctly, I have no 
doubt) that he wants television to 
play a role as a “communication 
medium in ‘the new South Afri- 
ca’”. 

However, she says, he should re- 
member that “these people to 
whom he refers so disaparagingly 
are going to play an important 
part in the future of our country”, 

She calls on him to forget the 
“false status of so-called intellec- 
tual achievements” and contends 
that the value of people lies “not 
in their income, language, stan- 
dard of education. race or place of 

  

n—chief/Qi( 

residence but rather in their out- 
look on people and the world”. 

Ms Smuts'’s concern for the in 
vidual and emphasis on the contri- 
bition they make to society are 
commendable, and I shall not con- 
test what she says. However, the 
relevance of these views to the 
SABC's shortcomings in the cul- 
tural field escapes me. 

On one point, though, I am en- 
tirely with her: the kind of stereo- 
type conjured up by Dr van Zyl to 
typify an uncultured person would 
be better discarded before we 
enter what we hope will be a 
healthier, more harmonious South 
Africa. 

How'’s that again? 
A CALL for a hospital to intro- 
duce a nappy-washing service was 
pooh-poohed by health commit- 
tees this‘\week. - Darlington and 
Stockton Times. 

@If you have a complaint about 
editorial matter in The Star, write 
to the Ombudsman, ¢/o The Edi- 
tor’s Secretary, Box 1014, Johan- 
nesburg 2000. 0 

   

  

    
  

  

 



  

Political adversaries meet In trouble-torn Bekkersdal township yesterday where a plea for 

peace was made. From left: Mr Chris Hani of the ANC, Mrs Winnie Mandela (ANC), Phalo Jor- 

= dan (partly obscured, ANC) Themba Khoza of Inkatha. 
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