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SQUTH AFRI CA: PRI SONS

| NTRODUCTI ON

In 1969 the South African gmxnxnmmnx Depart nent of

Foreign Affairs issued a | avish nonograph on the country’s
prisons and prison system entitlee Prison Adm nistration
iH South Africa. It conpriees 46 pages of text and 80
pages of pictures, sone in colour, and included the ful
text of the Standard M nimum Rul es for the Treatnent of
Prisoners, adopted at the First United Nations Congress on
the Prevention of Crine and the Treatnent of O fenders,

on August 30, 1955.

The nonograph enphasi ses that these Rules are the

basis of South African |legislation for the adm nistration
and managenent of its penal institutions, and decl ares: -
"The mmj or objebtive....... dentists and

soci al workers"

Xl (quote whol e passage marked(:) H

on page 30 of nonograph)

T A .
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/few countries would be able to advertise/ hxxghtnx condltl ons
than those shown in the selected pictures of the brighter side
of prison life. In princigle, South Africa s prison system

is probably no worse than that of other countries; in principle,
it may be based on the Standard M ninum Rules. But in practice,
there are some grave deficiencies, These have either been



i gnored O gl ossed over by the Department of Foreign Affairse
In 1967 the United Nati ons Hunman Ri ghts Conmi ssion

of Experts .
establ i shed an Ad Hoc Wirking Group/to investigate 4i; charges
or torture and ill-treatnment of prisoners in South Africa.

The Group 2QRQR29& found, xhzk anmong ot her thihgs that |egis-
[ ati on and practices by the authorities Violate many of the
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Standard M nimumrul es; that prison conditions are nade
especi ally inhuman for non-white prisoners; that there is
gross discrimnation on grounds of race in the treatnent of
det ai nees and prisoners; that there is open discfinination
bet ween political and common | aw prisoners; that there is
no effective nmachinery for receiving conplaints fromprisoners
regarding ill-treatment and torture and no effective or
conpr ehensi ve renmedi es avail able to prisoners and det ai nees;
that as a general rule the authorities tolerate torture x
&t ai nnns and cruel, inhuman and degradi ng treatnent of

det ai nees.

The South African government has rejected the findings

of the Ad Hoc Wirking G oup by (a) challenging the inpartiality
of the Menbers and (b) xhxknpxnthxziiixxanfxxhxxaxxaxxnf
attacking "the array of w tnesses who had | ong di spl ayed
hostility towards the South African government... sone, on
their own adni ssion; nenbers of an underground comuni st
novenent; sone, nenbers of, or associated with, nilitantly
anti-South African organi sations and_novenents abroad... al
were commtted to denigrating the South African government
at every opportunity"

He%t#di Apart fromattenpting to discredit those who

gave evi dence #e/thd before the Wrking G oup and quoting

a few

the Opi nions of xgxigggxxixiiixmforeign and South African
Visitors to various penal institutions, the governnent has
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i gnored the specific charges. It has not appeared abl e
to disprove the direct allegations of torture and ill-
treatnment. Admttedly, max much of the known torture
has been inflicted by the Special Branch upon politica
det ai nees. But these persons are in the custody of the
Pri sons Department between sessions of interrogation at
Speci al Branch headquarters and xhxxxaii their proper treatnent
shoul d be the business of the Prisons Adm nistraion
kpaxxkxi xmxxhi xxxaxxaxxxxanxkxxma&zxnux There is
anpl e evi dence to show. -

(i) white suprenacy and race attitudes result in
non-white prisoners being treated worse than

white prisoners;

(ii) brutality and ill-treatnent is w dely tolerated,;
(iii) the treatnent of political prisoners is

di scrimnatory and vindictive;

(iv) ihxxixixmsxhxpaxxnkmxxt xi xxakxx The Prisons
Dept. permits the gross violation of the Std.

Mn. Rules in the case of Detainees, and takes
noraction to prevent the torture hf by the

Security Police;

(v) The prison popul ation includes a vast nunber of
short-termprisoners, victinse of the country’s

race | aws, especially the pass | aws;

In addition to the above,thexx Prisons Dept. does not
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conformto the Std. MnimumRules in at |east six other respects:-

(1) The prison service is organised along mlitary rather than civilian |ines.
(2) Discrimnation on grounds of race operates in every sphere of prison
life.

(3) Corporal punishrment is inflicted on prisoners for breach of discipline.
(4) Prisoners are hired out at cheap rates to private contractors.

(5) Prisoners are in general not renunerated for their |abour in such a
way that they can help their famlies.

(’6) Prisoners are_ not entitled to worknen’s conpensation for injuries on
_ the same basns as free | abour.

The nonograph issued by the Department of Foreign

Affairs omts all the vital statistical information

necessary for a proper appreciation of the real situation

Rhi axi nf nkrmaki mx Sone of this information can be found in

the annual reports of the Comm ssioner of Prisons. The

reports for the years ending June 30, 1967 and 30 June

" held up, however, because

1968 were jnixynh/mhiin officials of the Prisons Departnent

were busy helping in

[ axxi xXni xin the conpilation of the nonograph in question

The del ayed reports becane available in February 1970 and

it is now possible to consider the questions relating to

South African prisons against in the light of the Iatest

figures.



