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HISTORIC INITIATIVE TO END APARTHEID

By Quraish Patel
INKATHA is preparing te join rival
black political organisations, including
the African National Congress. in a his-
loric initiative to end apartheid,

This move follows the formuiation
of proposals by delegates from the
United Democratic Front, the Cangress
of South African Trade Unions and In-
katha at talks aimed at seiling up a
peace conference to end the viglence in
Natal's townships.

The rival organisations’ jeint pPrapos-
als are contained in a document which
has prepared the way for ANC presi-
dent Oliver Tainbo to mcet Inkatha
president Mangosuthu Buthelezi.

Also al that meeting will be UDF
president Archie Gumede and Cosatu's
Klijay Barayi.

The serics of meetings between the
organisations, sources belicve, is being
arranged in the lope of forging a long.
term unity with implications heyond
the problem of violence in the town-
ships. Sources say the nmeetings be-
Lween the four presidents could acceler-
ate the drive for an inlernal negotiatod
seltlement with the Government,
backed by the major Western powers.

In his presidential address o Inka-
tha’s national council on Friday. Dr Du-
thelezi said the document

could lead to a powerful,
united force in politics.
"He said he could sce
future historians tracing
a whole new political era
and the final collapse of
apartheid to the docu-
ment.

Aspects of the proposal
were being debated at In-
katha's annual confer-
cnce yesterday,

Without disclosing the
tmain contents of the doc
ument, Dr Buthelezi said:
“It is proposed that the
four presidents meot and
thal the agenda is the vx.
amjnation of the docu-
ment drafted aftor (heir
meectings,

“It is proposed that the
presidents appoint two
committecs: one wounld
be 4 pertnanent consulta-
tive commlttee which at-
tends (0 ongoing necds to
overcome difficultios be.
twe 1€ organisations.

‘The other is a joint
peace committee which
wiil be set the task of or-
ganising a peace confer-
enece (which would) bring
about an organising com-
mittec representing Inka-
tha, the UDF and Cosalu. >

waould .also appointi a |

| tee which would be re-
sponsible for a mass
rally in a troubled area.
There would also be sep-
arate joint peace com-
mitfees to organise ral.
lies in the widest possible
range of areas where vig-
lence has taken place.”

Dr Buthelezi said:
“These proposals cannot
be fauited froin the point
of view of Inkatha's poli-
tics, We must do nothing
from our side (hat scut-
ties them.

“I musl say that on
face value the document
now heing presented to
the four presidents —
myself, Oliver Tambo,
Archie Gumede and Eii-
jah Barayi — is positive
and represents a very
major advance towards
really meaningful black
palitics,” Dr Buthelezi
said,

“We could well be en-
tering into an era in
which black politics is
given a completely dif-
ferent face” A

“The peace conference | . X
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RESIDENT BOTHA and Mr Nelscn Mandela

met in Cape Town this week.

The historic encounter -~ one of the most sensational
developments in South African polities for decades — took
place in Tuynhuys on Wednesday.

Official confirmation came after a Tuynhuys spokesman

denjed that the mecting had
taken place at all. By PETA THORNYCROFT in Harare,
Late yesterday — in response to SFREMY BROOKS in London
and LESTER VERTER and DRIES

an inquiry by the Sunday Times,
which had heard of the meeting
VAM HEERDEN in Preteria
decisions oh such matters,” Mr De Klerk

from unimpeachable sources --
the Minister of Justice, Mr Kobie
Coetsee, issued a statement to
news agencies confirming that the ¢aja
two men had met for 45 minutes, Mr Mandela's Jawyer, Mr Jemail Avob,
Mr Coetsee said: “President Botha  faldlast night he had "no {dea” the meeting
met Mr Mandela informally in Tuyn- had taken place.
huys on July 5, when the laiter paid a ’\do i‘_.”f;_‘“.un of this was made by Mr
Eillttosy visit 1o the Stafe President,  pn"i08 CUrA8 oub Lalks this weck,” sald
“No policy maticrs were debated and no V!"S'I('l?d-:"l'f £ CUIonL S Ll
Within South Africa, news of the meeting
eomes at o time when a major shift is

negotiations conducled,
taking place in alliances and in strategies

“President Botha and Mr Mande!a, how-
ever, availed themselves of the appartunii
to confirm their support for peaceful devel-

apment in South Africa.

“Theiv conversation took place in a

pleasant spirit.

“The possibility of further steps or nego-

tiations was not discussed.
“l was present during the visit.”

Mr hMandela was taken to Tuyshuys (rom
the bungalow he occupies in the grounds of

towards inter-racial negotiation.

Al the NP federal congress last week, (he
ruling parly seemed (o shift [ts position on
the question of talking to the ANC,

Instead of the usual insistence that the
harnoned organisation must first renounce
violence, il marginally softened its position
by declaring that people “wha have a com-
mifment to peace” would be permiticd to

Victor Verster Prison near Paarl. take part in negotiations,

The meelingm— and dthc discussions =2 | P
which prestmably preccded i — woere (.2 > [
shrouded in the dée[?es[ secrecy. Optff)ll;s % ?"
Itis Jikely that only selected guards were | . = 102
used to escort the VIP prisoner. Officials SRt i i b
were inforined only on a "neecd-to-know” It is unlikely that the NP would have oI e
hasis, the Ughtest form of State security,  raised objections to the Rotha-Mandela =l e
First hinls that something important eeting since the State President is no e
was afoot surfaced in Lusaka and London  longer leader of the party and secs himself = | D
fafe Ihiy week. as a head of state above party politics. 2 =3
ANC sources in the Zambian capital said As such he is well plaeed (o explore 7| =
yesterday it was clear that fhere was opiions for talking to the ANC without o
“somelbing in the air”. compromising the party from which he has ;-34
While he could not confirmy {hal (he lately quietiy distanced himself — even o :5-";- o
meeting had actually taken place, one e point of not attending a farewell ban- by
source saiid; “We've heard the romour ... quet in his honour. D
it’s buzring around town.” Mr Botha's attitude towards the release =
However, in Cape Town, Mr Jack of Mr Mandela was outlined in a speech 1o
Viviers, spokesman in the State President’'s  P'arliament on April 17,
office, responded to inquiries by denying | Ilesaid the ANCleader had a role to play
the two men had met. = in achieving his {reedom.
Laler he called the Sunday Times Lo say: “If he i5 prepared to contribute to a
“No such meeting took place at Tuynhuys,”  peaceful seltlement of South Africa's
2 fulure T will personcily welcome it,” he PR LY
y g said. L
Ilﬁj}aff “Insucha clase, Government would react
oy e open-heartedly.” i
Fle said 3t would be futile (o release Mr e e,
Several hours later, following further  Maudela if (his Jed {0 his re-arrest and ~ 5 Y
inquiries by the Sunday Times, Mr Cocisee  ‘increased conflict, i 72 e E‘_{
issued his statement, “I hope he realises this, No head of gov- | ' EB i
A]Ulﬂl!gh ﬂflly scant defails have heen ernment who is responsible for the promo- | 72 7 %)
released ahout {he matters diseussed by  tion of gnod order can lend himself to | 5 e
the two elderly but still towering figuresin  processes which result in group domina- | = b G
South African affairs, news of the meetin ion, t foat of de i incinle i o 2
' ting  tion, the defeat of democratic principles | I
is likely (0 make a major impact abroad  and the destruction of private initiative D= 0
and at home, and free enlerprise,” St P
Western leaders have heen urging ihe Thformed sonrces said yesterday that Mr 4 -5 o gl 27
South African Government to open negotia-  Mandela would also have used informal ) @ |
tions with the ANC and called insistently  ¢hannels of communication to consnll wilh . % = I~
for | ole f Mr Mandela when the  the leadership of the ANC before agreeing - o
leader of the National Pacly, Mr FW de  to meel Mr gm ha. 12 P L
K[f_‘:'kh, visited European "r:apital_*: last i t = gg 3 o3
month. S Al i :
Yesterday a spokesman for Mrs Marga- a Og 105
ret Thatcher, the British Prime Minister, i STl
reacted positively when told of the meet- In black political circles, oo, there have
g laloly been hugely important shifts in atii-

gI!e said hat No 10 Downing Streel had
not heard of the encounter,
He added: “It's what we've heen calling
for all along.
“A meeting by itself, bowever, is not
- enough ---we are looking for nothing short
of Mr Mandela's usheonditional release.”
Asked last night to comment, the Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, Mr I'ik Botha, said:
“I{ ig important to note that these are two
South African leaders who met each other
without mediation from oulside. At the
e time, this meeling will have wide,
ive support which will benefit all the
le of Sonth Africa.
t was probably one of the most impor-
events of our time."”
tiernal Parly leader Mr F W de Klerk
tined that he was kept fully informed
t the meeting.
weever, a5 a member of Mr Botha's
net he did nof want fo ecomment on
inyis held by the nead of state.
is the State President’s prerogative fo
whom he wishes, and T ahide by his

Ludes towards a negotiated setilement of
South Africa’s ceniral political problems,

Various organisations in Llhe "mass
democratic movement” — from the ANC to
the United Democecatic Front and the trade
unions -- have for wecks been discussing
strategics for negeliation.

Urged by forcign powers — Iast and
West — to seck solutions through negotia-
tien rather than through armed struggle,
there has been intense debafe (o prepare a
practical bargaining position.

It will be the central issue wheon Cosatu,
the umbrella trade union body, holds its
congress in Durban this week. Itepresenta-
tives from other organisations who are nol
reslricted or in exile will he observers Tl
among the expected 2 000 defegates, S

At the same time, Chief Maogosuthu
Buthelezt disclosed in Ulnedi on Friday
thal theee had been a thaw in Lhe ]Otlé-
standing iciness hatween his Inkalha move-
ment and the ANC, UDF and Cosaln.

He revoaled the existence of a docament
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PW’s meeting with
Mandela
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which, he said, could Jead to &
powerful new united foree in
South African politics.

: It had been prepared for a
& meeting between himself and
! the presidents of the ANC.
§ UDF and Cosatu.
|

The Sunday Times corre-
spondent in Harare reported
| | vesterday that Chief Buthe-

k lezi and ANC president Oli-
ver Tambo arc expected to

politics, the Cape Town
meeting ¢ould prove to be an
event of truly historic impor-
tance.

One observer said yester-
day. that if further progress ,
followed. it could be com-
pared with the Camp David
mecting between Mr Anwar
Sadat and Mr Mecnachem
Begin which led to the
achievement of peace be- °

meet in Lendon later this

seen Israel and Egypl.
month or early in August to DRERR EYP

discuss an end to the viclence e
. which has racked the Maritz- D s
. burg area for months. : ; e % i
~In his presidential address ' B kP W
to Inka”th%’_s national council, 1 3 .. % ¥
Chief Buthelezi said he could = .

~ seefutureh wstane“tracing

¥ a whole new political era an
~ the final coliapse oi apari
heid” to the document. 7 - ; %

If this week's meeting be- -

tween Mr Bothia and Mr Man- B!

dela leads to a pulling togeth- : j s
er of the threads now S _ ! :

~ emerging from all the di-- ; - 7 7 : '

“verse shifts in Sou‘t[l\Mricma’

§ g% A _.- : . 3 ' : h
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By PETA THORNYCROFT and SHAUN HARRIS

ANC President Oliver Tambo and inkatha
leader Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi are to hold
“end the bloodshed' peace taiks in London

within a month.

An ANC source said negotiations towards dialogue
between the two leaders — who have been at logger-

heads for decades — had
bech going on for some
time.

And locally, an important
decision, vital to a joinl at-
tempt by the UDF, Cosalu
and Inkaiha to end the en-
demic political violence in
Natal, will be taken later to-
day at Tnkatha's annual con-
ference at Ulundi, KwaZulu.

The Sunday Times was
told that the ANC was “deep-
ly worried” by the spiralling
bloadshed in Natal.

flisks

The banned organisation iy
believed to have anticipatled
that some of its supporters
might be “confused” hy the
meeting between Me Tambo
and Chief Buthelezi, given
the ANC's long-standing
anger at (he Zulu leader’s
anti-sanctions and anti-vio-
lence stance.

“It has come to a point
where, regardless of the poli-
tical risks, the ANC wants an
end Lo the fighting in Natal.
Apart from trying to end the

{M Pw?

‘7/7/8?)

ANC set
to meet
Inkatha

staughter — which is an im-
maediate task {he AMNC's
longer-term aim has always
been upity among blacks. But
the primary wijoclive is fo
stop the kilhing now.” said the
souree.

There are some in the ANC
who believe that jailed ANC
leader Nelson Mandela has
excreised considerable influ-
ence from behind bis prison
walls in getting Mr Tambo
and Chief Buthelezi around a
ncgotiating table

They point to Mr Man-
dela’s lelter to Chief Buthe-
lozi wrilten from Victor Ver-
ster Prison earlier this vear
as being a starling point in
the process towards peace in
Natal.

Of ali the much-publicised
mectings between the ANC-
in-exile and people from in-
gide the country, political ob-
servers believe the onc
hetween Mr Tambo and Chief
Buthelezi will be the most
significant to dafle.

ver since Mr Tambo feft
South Africa in 1960 after his
second banning order -- and
the subsequent banning of the
ANC — to head the organisa-
tion's external mission, rela-
tions between him and Chicf
Buthelezi have grown in-
creasingly liostile.

Chief Buthelezi has often
indicated he would he willing
to meet Me Tamho, but the
ANC has always turned him

down. %
Rallies

Meanwhile, at Ulundi to-
day the more than 5 000 con-
ference delegates will be
asked Lo consider a proposal
io accept and implement the
“joint peace plan” — a result
of earlier meetings in Dur-
ban between delegates from
Inkatha, Cosatu and the UDR
— or reject it and continuc
with the series of peace ral-
lies Chief Buthelezi has been
conducling in the region.

However, it is unlikely the
joint peace plan will be scut-
tled. Chicf Buthelezi made it
clear in his presidential ad-
dress {o Inkatha's National
Council on Friday night that
he favourcd the initialive,

The only matter open to
dehbate today will be whether

Inkatha decides Lo aceept the =

joint plan.

Although the Inkatha
leader would not disclose de-
tails of the proposal — he
wanis (he presidents of the
ANC, Cosatu and the UDF to
consider it first — he did
sketeh an outline of what it
encompassed.

After next month’s meet-
ing of the “big four” — Chief
Buthelezi, Mr Tambo, the
UDE's Archie Gunede and
Cosatu's Elijali Barayi - to
examine the combined docu-
ment, it is proposed that two
commnitiees he appointed.
One would he a permancat
consuliative conpniliee to
try to overcome “dilficul-
ties” between the respective
organisations, and the other a
juinl peace committee,
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