PRESS STATEMENT OF THE

NATI ONAL EXECUTI VE COW TTEE

OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS

Lusaka zZambia - 2nd March, 1990

A neeting of the National Executive Commttee of the African National Congress was
held in Lusaka, Zanbia on |Ist and 2nd March, 1990. It was al so attended by | eaders

of our novenent based inside South Africa, including Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu

and ot her conrades.

The neeting reviewed the situation since the historic rel ease of Conrade Nel son
Mandel a. It reiterated the fact that despite the undoubted i nportance of this rel ease,
the mapjority of political prisoners are still in gaol

It is urgent that this matter be resolved. This urgency is enphasised by the fact of
the heroic hunger strikes on which our conrades in prison have now enbarked.

It is also of vital inportance that the Pretoria regi me nmoves without delay to renove
all other obstacles standing in the way of negotiations.

In this regard the NEC reaffirnmed its earlier decision to neet the Pretoria reginme to
di scuss the issue of renoving these obstacles. It wel coned the positive response of
FWde Klerk to their initiative. Having di scussed various matters of detail concerning
this neeting, the NEC decided that it was necessary to initiate contact with the reginme
i medi ately to seek agreement on the dates of the nmeeting, the venue and other matters
relating to the preparation of the neeting.

The NEC al so discussed as a matter of urgency the inplenmentation of its earlier
decisions to send into the country sone of its nenbers who would, together with the
ANC | eaders inside the country, carry out an extensive process of consultation with
all denocratic and anti-apartheid forces on the current situation and our perspectives.
The NEC group will be selected and sent home as soon as the necessary arrangenents

are nade.

The NEC considered a report by COnrade Walter Sisulu on work done to re-establish

the legal structures of the ANC. It decided that the Headquarters Ofice of the ANC

wi Il be opened in Johannesburg without delay. It also approved the constitution of other
headquarters, regional and |l ocal structures which will be put in place as soon as possib
e

It resolved to approach its international allies to assist in providing the resources tha
t

are necessary for the rebuilding of the ANC.

The NEC considered future international visits by Conrade Nel son Mandel a and ot her

| eaders based inside the country. It confirmed that Conrade Mandela will, from Zanbi a,

vi sit Zi nbabwe, Tanzani a and Sweden before he returns home.



It expressed its appreciation for the very many conmuni cations it had received, inviting
Conrade Mandela to visit various countries. It therefore directed the National Wrking
Conmittee of the NEC to look into this question to el aborate a programe of interna-
tional visits for Conrade Mandel a and other | eaders based inside the country.

The NEC expressed its profound thanks to Conrade President Kenneth Kaunda, UNI P,

the government and peopl e of Zanbia for the unprecedented wel come they extended

to Conrade Nel son Mandela, his family and the rest of his del egation. This outstanding
denonstration of solidarity and unqualified friendship is a vital factor strengthening
our novement and people in the continuing struggle to end the apartheid system and
transformour country into a non-racial denobcracy.

It al so expressed its warm appreciation to the Frontline, Comobnweal th, EEC and

ot her | eaders who travelled to Lusaka to neet Conrade Mandel a. The di scussions which
took place with them have hel ped further to reinforce the continuing internationa
struggle for the isolation of apartheid South Africa. The NEC al so thanked the rest

of the international conmmunity for the nobilisation carried out to wel cone the rel ease
of Conrade Mandel a.

The NEC sal uted Conrade Mandel a and ot her conrades who have served prison

sentences for their opposition to apartheid. It paid tribute to themfor their outstandin

g

contribution to the struggle for the liberation of our people.

It resolved that i mediately the conrades who were menbers of the NEC before they

were arrested, nanely Nel son Mandel a, Walter Sisulu and Govan Moeki, will resune

their places with the NEC. The NEC further el ected Conrade Nel son Mandel a as Deputy
President of the ANC

The NEC resolved to convey its greetings to Conrade President Sam Nuj oma, SWAPO

and the people of Nam bia on the occasion of the accession of their country to

i ndependence. It further decided to send a high-level delegation to participate in the
i ndependence cel ebrati ons.

Finally, it paid its tribute to the National Reception Conmittee, the denocratic and
anti-apartheid noverrent and the masses of our people for the manner in which they

recei ved Conrade Mandela into their mdst. This process has hel ped further to reinforce
the unity of our people and enphasi se the necessity further to intensify the struggle.
The NEC conveyed its warmgreetings to Conrade President diver Tanbo, thanked

himfor his invaluable contribution to its discussions and wi shed hima speedy recovery.
The NEC is confident that he will soon return to his post to | ead our organi sation and
people to victory.

| SSUED BY THE ANC. PO BOX 31791, LUSAKA, ZAMBI A



PRESS STATEMENT OF THE NATI ONAL EXECUTI VE COW TTEE OF THE

ZAMBI A - 2ND MARCH, 1990

u-u-o-nhnl -uuno- d.__ - -u-_u ---n--_-u-l-_---n.o-_--w--_-n--_--- -
4

A nmeeting of the National Executive Committee of the ANC was held
in Lusaka, Zambia On |lat and 2nd March. 1990. It was al so attonded
by lundcra or our novenent based inside South Africa, including
Nel son Mandel a, Walter Sisulu and other conrades.

Tho ntcting reviewed the.51tuatl on since the historic rel ease of
Conr ade Nel son Mandela. It reiterated the fact that despite the
undoubt ed i nportance of this release, the magjority of politica
prisoners are still in gaol.

It is urgent that this matter be resolved. This urgency is
enphaoi aed by the fact of the heroic hunger strikes on which our
conrades in prison hAVG now enbar ked

It is also of vital inportance that the Pretoria regi mne noves

wi thout delay to renove all other obstacles standing in the way of
negoti ati ons.

In-this regard the NEC reaffirmed its earlier decioion to neet the
Pretoria regine to discuss the issue of rammving thoao obot nol oo.
It wel coned the positive response of FWde Klerk to their
initiati Ve. Having di scussed various matters of detailvconcerning t
this nocting, the NEC decided that it was necessary to initiate
contact with the reglnme inmediately to seek agreenent on the dates
of the neeting, the venue and other matters relating to the
preparation of the neeting.

The NEC al so di scussed as a matter of urgency the inplenmentation
of its earlier decisions to send into the country some of its
nmenbers who woul d, together with the ANC | oaders. inside the
country, carry out an extensive process of consultation with al
denocratic and nnti-apnrtheid forcnn on the curr-nt aituation and
our perspectives. The NEG group will be selected and sent home he
soon as the necessary arrangenents.aro nade.

The NEC considered a report by Conrado Walter Sisulu on work done
to re-cstablish the legal structures of the ANC. It decided that
tho Headquartqra O ftge of the ANC w Il he opgned in Johannesburg
" without deity? JIt’ also approvod 'tho 'ohhatitution 'of other
headquarters, regional and |local structures which will be put in
pl ace gs soon as possi bl e.

It roholved to approach its international allies to assist in
providing the resources that are necessary for the rebuilding of

t he ANC.

Tho NEG considered future international Vinita by Conrado Nel son
Mandel a and ot her | eaders based inside the ocuntry. It confirmed
that Conrade Mandela will, from Zanbia, visit Z nbabwe, Tanzania
and SWeden before he returns hone. |



It expressed its appreciation for the very many conmuni cations it
had received, inviting Conrade Mandela to visit various countries.
It therefore directed the National Wrking Conmttee of the N30 to
| ook lubo this question to el abogate a programme of internationa
visits far Cnnrade Mandel a. and , utner |oaders based inside the
country.
The NEG expressed its profound thnnks.to Conrade President Konheth
Kaunda. UNI P, the government and people of Zambia for the
unpr ecedent ed wel come they extended to Conrade Nel son Mandel a, his
famly And the rest or his delegation. This outstanding
denonatration of solidarity and unqualified friendship is a vita
factor. strengt hening our novenent.and people in the continuing
struggle to end the apartheid system and transform our country into
a non-raci al denocracy.
It al so expressed its WArm appreciation to the Frontli ne,
Commonweal t h, EEG and ot her | eaders who travelled to Lusaka'to neet
Conr ade Mandel a. The di scussi ons which took place with them have
hel ped further to reinforce the continuing international struggle
for the isolation of apartheid South Africa. The N80 al so thanked
the rest of the international conmunity for the nobilisation
carried out to wel cone the rel ease of Conrade Mandel a.
The NEG sal uted Conrade Mandel a and ot her conrades who haVeuaer Ved
prison sentences far their opposition to apartheid. It paid tribute
to themfor their outstanding contribution to the struggle for the
i beration of our peeple.
It resolved that i mmediately the conrades who were nmenbers of the
NEC before they were arrested. nanely Nel son Mandel a, Walter Sisulu
and Gavan Moeki, will resunme their places with the NBC. The NEG
further el ected Conrade Nel son Mandel a as Deputy President of th
ANC | .
The NEC resolved to convey its greetings to Conrade President Sam
Nuj oma, SWAPO and t he people of Nanmi bia on the occasion of the
accession of their ceuntry to independence. It further decided to
send a high-leVel delegation to participate in.tho independence
cel ebrati ons.
"-Flnelly", .it feud; it’'s tribute. to the 'Natidha'|" Resettion 'Conmittee,
the denocratic and antiwapartheid novement and the masses of our
peopl e for the manner in which they recei Ved Conrade Mandela into
their mdst. This process has helped further to reinforce the unity
of our people and enphasi se the necessity further to inteneify the
struggl e.
The NEC conveyed its warmgreetings to Conrade President Qiver
Tanbo, thanked himfor his invaluable cantribution_-eauuitsn
di scussi ons and wi EEBa_Ki E_Et 5#eedy recovery. The NEC is cenfi dent
that he will soon return to his post to | ead our organinetion and
people to victory.



