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Question
time for
parties

POLITICAL parties will
be wooing labour union
Solidarity's 120 000 mem-
bers ahead of the April 14
election, the union said
after talks with the

. Freedom Front Plus (FF+)
yesterday. .

" “Wehave decided to go
into this election indepen-
dently,” said union
spokesman Dirk Her-
mann, but said they would
advise their members lo
vote for parties that met
with certain requirements,

This decision follows
the union’s national con-
gress last week in which it
was decided to judge par-

. ties according to an “eight-
point job card”.

FF+ leader, Pieter
Mulder, was the first to
meet Solidarity's chief
executive Flip Buys about
the job card in Centurion
yesterday.

Mulder described the
meeting as fruitful and
constructive. He advised
Solidarity not only to look

o : - at party promises, but also
at what they had achieved
in the past year.

Solidarity will meet the
Inkatha Freedom Party’s
Mangosuthu  Buthelezi
today to discuss the job
card and to $ign an accord.

The accord concerns
affirmative  action and
ensuring that past imbal-
ances are not replaced
‘with new ones. - Sapa
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IFP bid to make AA fair

THE trade union Sohdnnty and the
Inkatha Freedom Party are to sign an
accord in Pretoria today regarding af['r-
mative action.

. The union and the party said in a state-
ment on Monday the deal would be

.'signed by IFP leader Mangosuthu

Buthelezi and Solidarity's chief executive
Flip Buys.
“The accord that will be signed will

cally on the balance that has to be reached
between addressing the imbalances of the

- past, and the prevention of new or recur-

ring imbalances, through the implemen-
tation of offirmative action,” the state-
ment read. .

“The accord also proposes the devel-
opment of an improved code of good
practice that will provide clear guidelines
for companies/employers on how to
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(t'ocus on affirmative action and specifi-

fairly apply affirmative action >~ Sapa

IFP bid to make AA fair

THE trade union ‘Solidarity and the
Inkatha Freedom Party are to sign an
accord in Pretoria today regarding affir-
mative action.

The union and the party said in a state-
ment on Monday the deal would be
signed by IFP leader Mangosuthu
Buthelezi and Solidarity’s chief executive
Flip Buys.

“The accord that will be signed will

" focus on affirmative action and specifi-

cally on the balance that has to be reached
between addressing the imbalances of the
past, and the prevention of new or recur-
ring imbalances, through the implemen-
tation of affirmative action,” the state-
ment read,

“The accord also proposes the devel-
opment of an improved code of good
practice that will provide clear guidelines
for companies/employers on how to
fairly apply affirmative action.” - Sapa
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THE 1trade union Solidarity and (he
Inkatha Freedom Party are to sign an
accord in Pretoria today mgnrdmg ufﬁl‘
mative action.

The union and the party said in a state-

- ment on Monday the deal would be

signied by IFP leader Mangosuthu
Buthelezi and Solidarity's chief executive
Flip Buys,

“The accord that will be signed will
focus on affirmative action and specifi-
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“TFP bid to make AA fair

cally on the balance that has to be renched
befween addressing the imbalances of the
past. and the prevention of new or recur-
ring imbalances, through the implemen-
\ation of affirmative action," the state-
ment read,

“The accord also proposes the devel-
opment of an improved code of good
practice that will provide clear guidelines
for companies/employers on how to
fairly apply affirmative action. "' Sapa

Poor are
poorer —

By ldo Lekota
INKATHA Freedom Party leader Man-

gosuthu Buthelezi’ has called onthe .

. ruling African National Congress (ANC)
to face the “reality” of uncmployment
and poverty,

Buthelezi says many rural people
wore better-off 10 years ago than they are
now because of unemployment and
poverty.

“Whether we like it or not, poverty in
rural areas has increased, especially
becanse of unemployment and the col--
lapse of subsistence agriculture, which
has introduced hunger and despair
where previously there was enough food
for everyone to cat, and strong bonds of
social soliddrity which provided assis-
tance to all those in need” says
Buthelezl in an open letter appearing in

_ Sowetan today.

Buthelezi blames lhe siluation on
what he perceives as the destruction of
subsistence farming and lnck of invest-
ment in rural areas,

“The Government's'Growth Employ-
ment and Redistribution policy has failed

-

gettlng :
Shenge

to deliver the envisaged 6% growth rute
that would have created more jobs,” he
says in the letter,

“Instead there have been massive job
losses in the textile and agricultueal
sector.”

A week ago ANC national executive
commiltee member Dumisani Makhaye

- ldunched a scathing attack on Buthelezi,

accusing hinm: of suggesting that life was
better during apartheid in South Africa.

Makhaye suggested that Buthelezi
retire from politics because such a view
went against the changes that the Gov-
ernment had brought and strives for,

He was responding to the statement
which Buthelezi had made in Parliament
during a debate on President Thabo
Mbeki’s State, of the Nation addreys,

Responding to Makhaye's sentiments,
Buthelezi says in the letter that while
democracy *in 1994 brought positive
changes in people’s lives, “successes
should not make us oblivious to failures”,

But he acknowledges that the Govern-
ment has ereated social programmes to
alleviate the suffering of the poor.

. See page 13
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Donations for
political parties

STANDARD Bank and the Liberty Group

will donate RS million and R1,5 million

respectively towards political parties’
election funding, Standard chairman
Derek Cooper said yesterday.

Cooper said this was a demonstration
of their “commitment to the democratic
process”, and was a fitting celebration of
the [Oth anniversary of democracy in
South Aftrica. :

He was speaking to the media at Stan-
dard Bank's head office in J ohannesburg.

The money would be allocated in pro-
portion to the parties’ représentation in
Parliament, in the same way the Indepen-
dent Electoral Commission distributes
funds, said Cooper. '

Half of the money would be- given
now, and the other half distributed to par-
ties that succeed in winning seats in the
April election. = -~ .

This means the African National Con-
gress will get a pre-election windfall of

just over R2 milljon, whereas parties such ;
as the Independent Democrats, the Pan.

Africanist Congress, and the Freedom
Alliance (with four or less seats in Parlia-
ment) get R32 500 each.

Cooper said it was important that Stan-
dard Bank be completely transparent in

. this process. The bank was not taking a

political Jine, but rather “supporting the

democratic process”, and “objectively
reflecting what the people of South Africa
have decided”,

Asked what the point of the funding
was, if not to influence the outcome of the
elections, Cooper said money was needed
to run a political organisation and the
board could think of “no better way” to
promote democeacy in South Aftica.

The large banks differ in- their
approach to political funding, FirstRand
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has never funded political parties, and .

definitely does not plan to change its
policy, said spokeswoman Sam Moss.

Nedcor also does not fund political
organisations, :

Absa has funded the major parties
according to their representation in Parlja-
ment since 1998, but was not willing 1o
disclose precise amounts,

 Previously, Standard Bank and the
Liberty Group have also had a no-funding
policy, but Cooper said the board was
“very happy” to support this departure
from its policy. '

The RS million and RI,5 million
would not be siphoned from the existing
funding budget, said Standard Bank
spokesman Erik Larsen. “It will certainly
1ot be at the expense of other worthy pro-
jects supported by Standard Bank" —
Sapa
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gress lender Dumisanl Makhaye

argues that 1 should retire from
politict on account of what he eme.
neously thinks [ said.

He thinks [ sald upurtheld wns
better than our demograey when, ln
fnet, 1 merely sald many miral people
were beter off 10 years nge than ihey
are wow because of increased unem-
ployment and poverty. :

I regres that he can’t il the diffor-
¢hut botweon thess two stataments.

Knowing what an unserupulous
propagandist he is, 1 am not surprised
he went out of his way o deliberately
disort my statements. He has never
had dcruples, religious or conscious.

He did not grasp my stalement.

There is no doubl that our democs
ey WoR achicved dnormously, not
only by liberadng peopls from polit-
leal oppresslon, bwt by promoting
sotial and exonomic development.

1 do not detract from the Impres.
sive rteord of the Qovernment, of
which { hive been a part in dalivering
services in an upprecedented masnura,
especinlly in terma of waer, sanlu-
tion. eleetricity and heusing.

But eur successes should not make
us obliviows 16 failures and shortoom-
{ngs,

The point ] raised is unpleasant bul
e, [T people ignore it or twist It or
disregord U, they do noy care suff-

N AN O Jettee titlod “Bow out,
Shange”, African National Con-
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~ How dare
Makhaye tell me

what to do!

Mangosuthu Buthelezl, leader of the Inkatha Freedom Party and
Minister of Home Affairs, responds to Dumisanl Makhaye of the

African National Congrass who last week called on him to resign now
if he did not want history to judge him unfavourably

South  Afrfean  textiles, for
example, had to compete with foreign
campanleg.

" Agriculture had w eompete with
Aubhidieed products from the Burp-

clently about the poor. pean Union and United Siatey,
Whetier we like it or not. poverty Thousonds of jobs were shed In 0
It Pural argas how i I, especially  procoss. Gicballsation In South Afvico,
because of unemployment and the col-  os elsewhere, hos had devastating
lapse of subsistence sgricultuee. ¢ffecln on certein seclors of the

Thin has introduced hunger and
despalr where previously there wans
engugh food for everyune, and strong

bonds of soclal polidarity that pro-

vided ansistance 1o ail those in need.

The dikintegeation of the social and
esunonie (ibre of rural arens is o real
probiem that I8 well known lo e
hevause 1 have gpent my entire life
among the poar, and my potlileql
chwices have always been dlciated to
by my deaire to alleviale thelr plight.

As anywhere else in the world,
poverty elimination In this country
requires more than populist elognne
suppuried by psewdo-ntellecwnlism.

The quesilon o8 10 whether or not
sonie of our rual areas are hetter off
now than oy wero 10 y=ars ago
cannot be fibbod by eguating this
query with suppont for apartheid.

Ten years ago M internal migrae
ton of ponpla apeeded up, with the
removal of all restrictions on move-
ment froim rural to urban aregy.

Informal settfements and shanty-
luwns sprang up all vyer in urhon and
semi-raral nreas.

Simultancously. the vounlcy's lsa-
Invon from the global market . wos
ended, ‘The econeiny wat “intefrated
el Al heabual vkt < sl

economy.

Unemployment grew foater thun
new jobs could be created, To counter
the effocts of these developments, the
Government hap ercaled sucial pro-
grammes to ghevintg sullering.

But goclel spending of the amelio-
rution of Imnedlate suffering doss not
amnunt to elimination of pavery,

The victual destruction of subals-
tenee farmbig, combines! with the lack

.of imesment in ruml nreas, han
tesulied It lowor produstion through

enalysis withoul which poverty contd
nat be climinated. What we do need
are not oxperts In the fMlinging of pejo-
ratives and inaulte, puch ne Mokhaye,
We need & ctlin analysis of the
serlous situation we face. for if we ore

ot caroful we may find ourselves

with & revolt on our hands. Thiy s
what [ was talking about, but there was
110 tlme For (¢ 10 ¢Xpand,

Should I retire becaune | am telling
A unpleatant truth? Should I retire
betause [ want to carry (orward our
Mrugglo for liboration untt] the plight
of tho poor lins been allevipted?
" Throughout my Ilfe T have puriued
n vision of Bgeelepmied cconumic
development. which brings topether
the interests of the rich and the pagr,

I fuet, talwss tho plight of the pooe
In uddrensed, ticre it no tecurily nor
Iope for e rich, a

the inahility of peaplo tn use the pro-
duttive capacity of the land.

There con be n greol deal of debate,
for example, an whether the large
investment In the Ngura (Coepa) pro-
Jeet would have been bever spent on
developlng projecis in the rural areas
vf the Enstern Cape,

Similarly, there can be » 4

€ Y. only by accelerating
\ ploy te
gomerated in 2 mensure sufficlent for
promwting development thal can reach
the most remote rurm} areas, i
We luve filed 1 aceclermo our
rute of econumic growlh, Owr Dovern-
ment, and Iis muerp-¢¢onvmic
trategy Geur, indleotex! fhat 6% was
the minimal

whether the sugar cane crop i betier
than the production of foud in
KwaZulu-Natal's subsistence areas.
T Parlinment | asked whether
peeple In &stinin miml arexs ore belter
off now than they wers 10 years uge.
Some will respond by suying “no”.

te growth neces-
sary to begin / eyele of develupinent
thaut gonltd evemually begin redressing
owr counry's soclal problems,

Insleued we hiave had devolopment
whihina 2% range, Therefore we have
fulled on the Desin of our vwa mins
lmum targets.

Others wil} whiﬁais' | grants aml ., avaming the reagcing {or this Gailure

B e
i s oSl siggne )

B —

it Fact hat the Sonth Afrean Com: ;
cuploy - 30 ARiaie-Uney S ACELaeL i¢ . Cowis - poars irldarian e, AViub miukes bl ..

gros of South African Trade Unlons
stopped the implementation of Gear.

Moreover, the participation of the
SACT in vur country’s ruling party.
ingether with our exeensively right
labour marked legislarion, have scared
wwiy would-be forelgn fvestor,

The problent exlat and it enor-
mous, and peaple sugh g8 Maklinye, o
communist, are nod part of 1he solutlon
but are sguarg)y patt of the problem.

Shooling the messenger does not
make the problem go away. It is pre.
clsely besaume he comes from (hat
background thal he has o qualms of
conscience about Iwlkting my worda
to suit his plans as the haiched boy and
proptgandist

It is not for Makhaye to tell me
when 1 retlee, Bl only my cone
siltuency. It s my duny v omtinee my
palitieal eareer 10 enstire that our lib-
eratlon struggic 1 not betruyed,

Some pevple feel that the liberus
tlon atruggle is over becousz they hinve
arrived &l o position of pewer nng
comfort.,

But from the perspective of the
rural mosses. o whom | belong, the
sitnativn |s different and rura] people
we mking me to vontiowe In oy
struggle and politieal commylimem,

Quly the people of South Afriva
can decide who should stay i polilics
and who shoul retine, and whn the
new preslent dhould e,

Were | ihe new Pregident, neceler-
med ceonamle ganeil and devlop.
ment In twra) urens would be one of
iy Cablinet's prioilegs. i

Maklaye, mentioned, people 10

emmn sp—
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think that [ huve o shaner politival
$helr fife than thene?

Nehn Mandeln was ||IIN1iIIIIlII.\|"'
elecre In Porliament in 1994 when bé
wak exacily i apg.

P the people whe have given, ime
more voles In KswaZul Ml “than
unvone ¢lag In 1994, 1999 and MK
o so hecause ey are atupid?]

They i s dhesplte my prioys line
ited resources. 1 am in my posilon
because of the voles garnered In all
these eletiong, not by & decree of my
FANTY propagndis,

Gwd had given me suflivien
swangih And good health to ba ax
steong and mot ated,

Iy rekponnibility o continue
10 Ape ik far thoee who have o voice,
And ¢antiot bo repredented by the fikes
of NMokhaye.

It Is my responsinithy to cominue
pursuing (he dremn that one day alt
South Afrlcans can be ox proaperows
and seeure pn the ruling  white
minority used 10 ba In ihe past,

Suuth’ Afrlcans want me 10 puirsue
(hls dream ond express (hia viglon,
which I have held for half a century.

[ feel that tha mast importani mea-
AU of the cemiribution | have to make
o Rewkh Afeiea 18 mill abead and rot
behind me.

Tsangy relming to FIIV-Aivs, érime.
unenplayment, poveny sl comup-
thon, which J mlsed In e elecnntt
vampalgh, de not of my choice bt
reflect real concerns of our familics.

‘They are not new und | lunve voiced
tbem for years bn Pasliumen end alher
Tewa. just a3 for years 1 lave voiced my
growing cencern shout rurl poverty.

It is peculiar that, after having
failed (o henr me for veurs, on the ¢ve
of elecilons, ANC feaders hegin
nitlelng, replying 1o and insliing me
1o avold fging up to the issues.

My revord of povemance befure
1994 i4 impeccable and my commit.
i afier 1994 lias always been cone
alatent with the izsren [ riise.

Soulh Alrleana shepild b con-
cerned nbout the Hkes of Mok ¢,
who are nol just hrushing ne of i ihe
hope that | mny go away, bt are el
tively denying (he deamanie reality of
HIV-Alds,  erlme,  tinemplayment.
poveny end cosruption,

I oane ot surprised he chose 1o
atack me.

T, howeever. in povad compuny i
in the past be Lamehed a viodolle
nurack ngaingt an ivon such as Mandela
when he deteribed him as "un ugent
for  pharmaceutical — companigs
merely beeanse Mandeln ealled for the
supply of ontlreiroviraly i HIV-Alds
victims who nesded ghem.

Perdps belng sttnekcd by e likes
of him i in fuct o complimem, even
thowgh a backshanded one.

T wish Makbaye to enlighien s by
weitine: o the, gist of Stallnlsm In
Risspiag-s.s e




