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Question 
time for 
parties 
POLITICAL parties will 
be wooing labour union 
Solidarity's 120 000 mem- 
bers ahead of the April 14 
election, the union said 
after talks with the 

. Freedom Front Plus (FF+) 
yesterday. 

© “We have decided to go 
into this election indepen- 
dently,” said union 

spokesman Dirk Her- 
mann, but said they would 
advise their members to 
vote for parties that met 
with certain requirements. 

This decision follows 
the union’s national con- 
gress last week in which it 
was decided to judge par- 
ties according to an “eight- 
point job card”. 

FF+ leader, Pieter 
Mulder, was the first to 
meet  Solidarity's chief 
executive Flip Buys about 
the job card in Centurion 
yesterday. 

Mulder described the 
meeting as fruitful and 
constructive. He advised 
Solidarity not only to look 

DR - at party promises, but also 
at what they had achieved 
in the past year. 

Solidarity will meet the 
Inkatha Freedom Pacty’s 
Mangosuthu  Buthelezi 
today to discuss the job 
card and to $ign an accord. 

The accord concerns 
affirmative action and 
ensuring that past imbal- 
ances are not replaced 
with new ones. - Sapa 
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THE trade union Solidarity and the 
Inkatha Freedom Party are to sign an 
accord in Pretoria today regarding affir- 
mative action. 

The union and the party said in a state- 
ment on Monday the deal would be 
signed by IFP leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi and Solidarity's chief executive 
Flip Buys. 

“The accord that will be signed will 
lfocus on affirmative action and specifi- 

cally on the balance that has to be reached 
between addressing the imbalances of the 
past, and the prevention of new or recur- 
ring imbalances, through the implemen- 
tation of affirmative action,” the state~ 
ment read. 

“The accord also proposes the devel- 
opment of an improved code of good 
practice that will provide clear guidelines 
for companies/employers on how to 
fairly apply affirmative action.” — Sapa   
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Poor are 

poorer — 
By Ido Lekota 
INKATHA Freedom Party leader Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi’ has called on the 
ruling African National Congress (ANC) 
to face the “reality” of uncmployment 
and poverty, v 

Buthelezi says many rural people 
‘wore better-off 10 ycars ago than they are - 
now because of unemployment and 
poverty. 

“Whether we like it or not, poverty in 

rural areas has increased, especially 
becanse of unemployment and the col- 
lapse of subsistence agriculture, which 
has introduced hunger and despair 
where previously there was enough food 
for everyone to cat, and strong bonds of 

social soliddrity which provided assis- 
tance to all those in need' says 
Buthelezl in an open letter appearing in 

.. Sowetan today. v 
""" Buthelezi blames the situation on 

what he perceives as the destruction of 
subsistence farming and lnck of invest- 
ment in rural areas, 

“The Government's'Growth Employ- 
ment and Redistribution policy has failed 

getting 
Shenge 

10 deliver the envisaged 6% growth rute 
that would have created more jobs,” he 
snys in the letter. 

“Instead there have been massive job 
losses in the textile and agriculturnl 
seetor.” 

A week ago ANC national executive 
commiltee member Dumisani Makhaye 
Iaunched a scathing attack on Buthelezi, 
accusing hin of suggesting that life was 
better during apartheid in South Africa. 

Makhaye suggested that Buthelezi 
retire from politics because such a view 
went against the changes that the Gov- 
ernment had brought and strives for. 

He was responding to the statement 

which Buthelezi had made in Parliament 
during o debate on President Thabo 
Mbeki’s State, of the Nation address, 

Responding to Makhaye's sentiments, 
Buthelezi says in the letter that while 
democracy * in 1994 brought positive 
changes in people’s lives, “successes 
should not make us oblivious to failures", 

But he acknowledges that the Govern- 
ment has created social programmces to 
alleviate the suffering of the poor. 

See page 13 
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Donations for 
political parties 
STANDARD Bank and the Liberty Group 
will donate RS million and R1,5 million 
respectively towards political parties’ 
election funding, Standard chairman 
Derek Cooper said Yyesterday. 

Cooper said this was a demonstration 
of their “commitment to the democratic 
process”, and was a fitting celebration of 
the 10th anniversary of democracy in 
South Africa. 

He was speaking to the media at Stan- 
dard Bank's head office in Johannesburg. 

The money would be allocated in pro- 
portion to the parties’ representation in 
Parliament, in' the same way the Indepen- 
dent Electoral Commission distributes 
funds, said Cooper. 

Half of the money would be given 
now, and the other half distributed to par- 
ties that succeed in winning seats in the 
April election, . - 

This means the African National Con- 
gress will get a pre-election windfall of 
just over R2 million, whereas parties such 
as the Independent Democrats, the Pan 
Africanist Congress, and the Freedom 
Alliance (with four or less seats in Parlia- 
ment) get R32 500 each. 

Cooper said it was important that Stan- 
durd Bank be completely Uransparent in 

. this process. The bank was not taking a 
political line, but rather “supporting the 

democratic process”, and “‘objectively 
reflecting what the people of South Africa 
have decided”. 

Asked what the point of the funding 
was, if not to influence the outcome of the 
elections, Cooper said money was needed 
to run a political organisation and the 
board could think of “no better way” to 
promote democracy in South Africa. 

The large banks differ in their 
approach to political funding. FirstRand 
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has never funded political parties, and . 
definitely does not plan to change its 
policy, said spokeswoman Sam Moss. 

Nedcor also does not fund political 
organisations, 

Absa has funded the major parties 
according to their representation in Parlia- 
ment since 1998, but was not willing to 
disclose precise amounts, 

Previously, Standard Bank and the 
Liberty Group have also had a no-funding 
policy, but Cooper said the board was 
“very happy” to support this departure 
from its policy. 

The RS million and R1,5 million 
would not be siphoned from the existing 
funding budget, said Standard Bank 
spokesman Erik Larsen, “It will certainly 
not be at the expense of other worthy pro- 
jects supported by Standard Bank,” — 
Sapa 
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clently abowt e poor 
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How dare 
Makhaye tell me 

what to do! 
Mangosuthu Buthelezl, leader of the Inkatha Freedom Party and 
Minister of Home Affalrs, responds to Dumisanl Makhaye of the 
African National Congress who last week called on him to resign now 
if he did not want history to jucdge him unfavourably 
  

Souh Afcan textiles, for 
example, had 1 coingats with oreign 
campane. 

Agriculure had 10 eompete with 
auidived products from the Buro- 
‘pean Union snd United Statey, 
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procs. Globallation In South Afics. 
o elsewhere, bos had devisaing 
effecs on cerain seclors of the 
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for example, on whelher the lurgs 
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Some il uronlty yng " 

    

smalysi withoo! which poverty could 
nt be climinsted. Whwt we 00 need 

o sxpers In the Minging of peo- 
ativesan Il such 08 Makhaye. 
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