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Anti - Aparthei d Asi a- Cceani a Regi onal Wrkshop gAAAOW

FI NAL D ECLARATI ON

AUGUST 29, 1988 TOKYO

Qur concern for social justice and solidarity with the struggles of the

peopl e of South Africa and Nami bia for freedom brought us together here in

Tokyo, Japan, from 26 to 29th August 1988 for the "first A-A Asia and

Cceani a NGO wor kshop "

This is a historical event where people who have suffered from and

struggl ed agai nst oppression and di scrimnation in South-East and East

Asia, Cceania and Hawaii have cone to participate in a workshop in order to
express our support for the struggle against apartheid in South Africa and

Nam bia -- a just struggle which W al so consider our own.

The Workshop was held to respond to the followi ng ains :

1. To discuss the growing econonmic and political and cultural relations

bet ween South Africa and the East Asian econom es of Japan, Taiwan, Korea and

Hong Kong.

2. To express ways of enhancing the cooperation and joint action of

Anti - Apartheid organi zations in Asia-Cceani a.

3. To draw up concrete proposals for commopn action to support the struggle

agai nst apartheid and for the liberation of the people of South Africa and

Nami bi a.

4. To share each othe’'rs’ problens and aspirations and to express solidarity

wi th one anot her.

The final resolutions and statements foll ow on pages 2 to 4.



1

We, the participants from Aot eaora( New Zeal and), Australia, Hong Kong,
Japan, Korea, Mal aysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, Hawaii, and representatives
fromthe SouthUKfrica Liberation Movenents and ot her concerned organi zations
express our warmthanks to the organi zer of the workshop, the JAAC, for their
ent husi astic hosting and hospitality.
We further express deep appreciation for the support given by the United
Nati ons Speci al Conmittee Agai nst Apartheid and the concerned Japanese
organi zati ons and soci al action groups. W al so express thanks to the
Worl d Council of Churches-Programto Conbat Raci sm which supported the
conf erence.
1. As a primary principle we have all agreed that apartheid is a
crime against humanity; and any countries or peoples who collaborate with
apartheid are acconplices to this sane crime.
humanl y
2. Since apartheid is a crinme against WE whi oh should be totally

destroyed we have agreed that our nmmin objective is the inpositon of
conpr ehensi ve mandat ory economi ¢ sanctions agai nst South Africa. I|f
sanctions are not effectivly inposed, the apartheid systemw |l be
prol onged and its aggression and terrorismin South Africa,
Nam bi a and t hroughout the Southern African region will increase.
3. It is vital that the UN arns enbargo agai nst South Africa should be
i mpl enented strictly and those who violate it should be exposedm
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4. W resolve especially to expose the close and vital mlitary and
nucl ear coll aboration between Taiwan, |Israel and South Africa and wll
canpaign to stop it.
5. Jaban, UK, USA and West Gernmany are the nost inportant trading

partners of South Africa and their governnents are the npbst aggressive in
their opposition to sanctions. This is despite the overwhel nming public
support for sanctions inplenentation in these countries.
We pl edge to organi se special canpaigns in our respective countries agai nst
their role as part of a worldw de canpaign to secure effective sanctions.



6. East Asian econom es, especially Japan, Tai wan, Kor ea, and Hong Kong are

i nvol ved in expanding their trade with South Africa when certain other

countries are inposing sanctions. 51$

We demand that they stop hel ping the apartheid regime by acting as

sanctions busters and thereby underm ni ng those sanctions neasures which

have been inposed by the US Congress, the EEC, the Commonweal th and Nordic

countri es.

7. W have all agreed to nmaintain close contact between the groups whose

representatives have attended the workshop. W shall al so extend contact

to other concerned NGOs in the region, particularly regional organizations.

In order to realise the objective of close contact, we intend to set up a

net wor k organi sati on, which shall exchange information about the activities

of those governnents and busi nesses which have ties with South Africa.

8. The exchange of information should be followed by joint action to end
the ties of governnents and compani es which maintain links with South Africa.

Particular attention will be paid to the rggional intensification of the
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9. In addition there will be other joint actions such as:

1, canpaigning for the rel ease of Mandela and all other politica

prisoners in South Africa and Nam bi a.

2, intensification of the canpaign to stop the execution of the

Sharpeville 6 and other patriots on death row.

3, campaigning for prisoner of war status to be conferred on al

captured freedomfighters in accordance with the Geneva Convention

10. The network shoul d al so exchange i nformati on about racist ae-t-iw Her
and anti-human rights activities which take place within each country in the

regi on.

We can then support each other through international actions designed to

expose and elimnate raci smand human rights violations. W affirm our

opposition to all forms of colonialismin the region and support the

aspirations of genuine indigenous peoples.



1 1. The participants extend their whol ehearted support to the SWAPO i n
its struggle for the liberation of Nam bia. W are especially heartened
that recent devel opnents in that region show the vulnerability of the
raci st reginme. After their recent celebration of Nam bia Day we | ook
forward to next year’s cel ebration marking the establishment of a free and
i ndependent Nami bia. (W also regret that SWAPO did not have a representative
at this workshop.)

12. Since we recogni ze that collaboration with apartheid is being an
accessory to a crime and the need for joint action, the workshop

partici pants agree to:

1. condemm the Japanese government and conpani es whi ch have al |l owed Japan
to beconme South Africals |largest trading partner

2. to undertake joint protest action focusing on Japanese governnent

of fices, including trade pronotion offices (JETRO). As a first step

this will be done throughout the Asia and Cceani a region

We add that the Japanese and Tai wanese participants in the workshop fee
very ashanmed to be called "honourary whites" and they insist on rejecting
the shameful title.

1% We hope to organise a followup neeting in the near future, follow ng
consul tation with concerned people, to sustain our interaction and
cooperation. The next neeting should be a broader one that will draw the
partici pation of people and organi zations conmtted to the destruction of
apartheid and the triunph of justice.

11;: In conclusion the workshop participants hail the heroic struggles
and determ nation of the people of South Africa and Nam bia, and salute
the CGovernments and peoples of the Frontline states in their resolute
support of national |iberation struggles in that region. W pledge to
continue our co-operation in the support of the struggle against the
abhorent system of apartheid.



