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HEN the Inkatha
Freedom Party holds
its national council
meeting at the week-
end it will be faced with the task
of deciding what to make of its
national deputy chairman, Dr
Sipo Mzimela’s, recent public
behaviour, which provoked calls
for his resignation by some senior
party members.
Tensions between Dr Mzimela
i and his 1E;arry were triggered off by
" his public suggestion of a merger

between the IFP and the ANC, as
well as writing a newspaper article
praising President Mandela for his
role in the liberation struggle.
The IFP reacted with anger to Dr
Mzimela’s move and rebuked him
for his failure to first discuss the
matter within the party before
going public. Some senior mem-
bers called for his immediate res-
ignation since, they argued, it was
apparent that Dr Mzimela was
leaning towards the ANC.
Although it was initially
thought the IFP would impose
stern disciplinary action at the
national co-ordinating commit-
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MAVERICK LEADER UNDER PARTY SPOTLIGHT

tee’s meeting in November last
year, the party leadership had left
the issue until Saturday’s meeting.

At the meeting the members
had apparently attempted to
show Dr Mzimela where he had
overstepped the line and demand-
ed an explanation, but later said
the committee members had
noted a difference of opinion
between themselves and Dr
Mzimela.

In a newspaper article after the
committee meeting, Dr Mzimela
criticised the “hysteria” within
the IFP followmg his suggestion
and said it was “consistent with
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Mzimela dilemma for IFP !

pay lip service to democracy”. He
said the party had “chastised, con-

demned and vilified” him for

making the suggestion.

Last week IFP president Mango-
suthu Buthelezi also slammed Dr
Mzimela for continuing to criti-
cise the IFP in the media .

Although some party insiders
believe that Dr Buthelezi would
strip Dr Mzimela of his positions
both as deputy chairman and
minister for correctional services,
others now believe Dr Mzimela
would at the most receive a stern
warning from the party.
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\MANDELA PRAISES BUTHELEZI

Inkatha-ANC
'merger boost

DONWALD PRESSLY
PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU

RESIDENT Mandela has

raised the stakes of the grow-

ing rapprochement with the

Inkatha Freedom Party by
praising Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s
role in government.

In an interview on SABC televi-
sion yesterday, he said that while
there had been no suggestion of
offering Dr Buthelezi a deputy pres-
idency either of the ANC or of the
country, he would support such a
proposal.

“I am not aware that Mr Buth-
elezi has been offered the position
of deputy president either of the
ANC or of the government.

“If he were offered that position, 1
would be happy about that. Now
that we are building national unity,
we want people who are talented,”
he said.

Speaking ahead of the ANC's
. national conference in Meafikeng,
he indicated that a merger between
the ANC and the largely Zulu-based
political party had been discussed
On numerous occasions, as early as
1991.

“The possibility had been dis-
cussed not only by the provingal
leadership of the two parties in
KwaZulu Natal but also between Dr
Buthelezi and himself.

Mr Mandela also praised Kwa-

Zulu Natal ANC leader Jacob Zuma
prior to his potentially bruising
contest this week with Mrs Winnie
Madikizela-Mandela for the party’s
deputy leadership slot.

ANC insiders are now predicting
that the fiery ex-wife of the presi-
dent will not be nominated from
the floor for the post, clearing the
way for Mr Zuma to be elected un-
opposed. _

On the issue of a possible merger
with the IFP, he acknowledged that
the ANC and IFP had differed vastly
in the past and that the ANC had
rejected Dr Buthelezi's participation
in the KwaZulu “bantustan” admin-
istration.

Mr Mandela said the traditional
chief had nevertheless gained con-
summate skills in the workings of
government. He particularly praised
the “very useful” talents that the IFP
leader had brought to the unity
government which he joined in
May 1994 as home affairs minister,
a senior cabinet post.

Dr Buthelezi has served as acting -

president six times in the absence of
Mr Mandela and his heir apparent,
Deputy President Mbeki.

Dr Buthelezi, who in recent
months has restrained his criticism
of Mr Mandela for not delivering
on the pre-election promiggef in-
ternational mediation, w“ act-
ive member of the ANC before Ink-
atha broke ties with the then

exiled organisation in 1979.
Inkatha opposed the ANC's deci-
sion to step up the armed struggle
and enmity grew in the 1980s when
Dr Buthelezi vigorously fought the
ANC's sanctions campaign against
the white minority government.
He argued at the time that it
would be counterproductive to the
interests of the black majority.
Asked by SABC TV editor Allister
Sparks if a merger of two large main-
ly black parties would not fuel per-
ceptions of yet another one-party
state in Africa, Mr Mandela said
democracy did not necessarily
mean a plethora of political parties.
Instead, one united political party
could act as a vanguard force to pro-
mote transformation “and pool
energies” in which all its supporters
were free to express dissenting

ideas. Pressed if this would not

mean a ganging up of black forces,
Mr Mandela said this was not true
as the ANC was made up of all pop-
ulation groups.

Asked how the ANC could justify
being in bed with a free enterprise
party with serious sympathies with
traditional leadership, Mr Mandela
said there was no question that the
ANC supported “the market econo-
my”. It also consulted traditional
leaders and had drawn them into
government through a statutory
advisory council.
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Mzimela believes 27247/}
IFP out to get rid of him
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[FP deputy national chairman Sipo
Mzimela has accused senior party
members and its president, Dr
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, of wanting
to get rid of him following his con-
troversial call for a merger between
the IFP and the ANC.

His claim comes in the wake of
last week’s meeting between him-
self and members of the IFP’s nat-
jonal co-ordinating committee at
Ulundi, after which the committee

. stated that there existed a “clear

clash over policy issues between Dr
Mzimela and the other members”.

The minister of correctional ser-
vices's polpularity within his party
has rapidly waned with, according

. to party insiders, incidents that

o

have proved to both the IFP and its
president that its senior members’
interests were steadfastly shifting
towards the ANC.

The party was dealt what some
IFP insiders considered to be a “last
blow” when Dr Mzimela recently
called for the IFP and ANC to unite
as a “fitting tribute” to President
Mandela’s commitment _to free-
dom.

This received stern criticism,
especially from Dr Buthelezi who
said he was astounded at Dr Mz-
mela’s handling of the issue and
rebuked him for first failing to raise
it within the IFP.

IFP sources have indicated that the

planned to oust Dr Mzimela.

They have, however, also specu-
lated that the minister would resign
to save himself embarrassment.
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5 ' change al oration. In response ta this attempt on his life, Mangosuthu Buthelezl denounced the outrage as the work of thugs. Not so, retorted a very nsqsl.
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v, | A Lmh, 1], This assault on Mangosuthu Buthelezi and the party he leads, the Inkatha Freedom Party, marked the first major salvo of a vicious campaign |- :
i M 1998 (J : dis _lm'-.{:'-m.;{u “of vilification and serial killing of many thousands of ordinary IFP members and leaders, culminating in documented public calls forthe mur- }: - . i
' .I_.qy?- bR der of Buthelezi and at least one documented plot - acknowledged by the leadership of the ANC at the highest level - to have him assasl- ' | ;
SR ' nated by a hired killer. Chalrman Emeritus of the Inkatha Freedom Party, Dr F T Mdlalose, told the Truth and Reconcilliation Commissionin o
and financial position after Cape Town on September 5, 1996 that the dark years of apartheid had conditioned us all to think in stark contrast, in black and white. This " Al

stereotypical thinking had, he sald, journeyed with us Into what we call the new South Africa. We were, he sald, still busily crafting mytholo- |
. gies in which we cast ourselves as the only righteous force in the struggle for freedom. . : A
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The work of the Commission, he predicted, stood in danger of becoming a victim of this malaise. Its brief, he said, was to investigate human
rights violations under apartheid. But, he noted, the conflict between the African National Congress and the Inkatha Freedom Party was not
about apartheid, but rather about the nature of the system that would replace white rule and the identity of those who would wield power after '}
liberation.. The conilict was rooted in differing respenses to the nroblem of apartheld, responses that had begun three decades ago and per- | : _/-
sisted in the current policies of the two organisations to bring about fundamental change in South Africa. : . b et
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e Dimeagarcions e Policies to render South Africa ungovernable were not confined to the apartheid state. Kwazulu and its then leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi,
were singled out by the ANC as & target of this campaign and the TRC Is fully aware of a mass of official ANC documents that prove this
beyond doubt. The TRC knows of public calls by the then ANC leadership for the murder of Mangosuthu Buthelez and other IFP leaders. It
is known that Mangosuthu Buthelezi was stigmatised as a counter revolutionary and detailed plans - begun decades ago and that persisted

long after the commission had begun its work - to destroy his leadership and deprive him of his social base. ’
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The TRC has evidence that a member of the cabinet - and it knows the name of the individual concerned - publiéal\;; called for Mangosuthu
Buthelezi to be ‘got rid of". It knows too that the same Individual told Judge Richard Goldstone that the policy to use violence as a political
tool had been dropped - an assurance that was accepted. Nowhere in its report has the TRC recorded these facts. This despite the fact that . } |
the TRC knows full well that the very people involved were caught red-handed smuggling large quantities of the tools of assasins Into |
Kwazulu-Natal long after the transition to democracy had begun and for the express purpose of murdering members of the IFP. There have !

been no charges and the TRC has chosen to remain silent. ;
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The TRC knows too that many thousands of ANC youth were illegally flown out of South Africa for offensive tralhlng in Uganda and else-
where. It must know that thousands more were openly and totally illegally trained in the townships around Durban in the use of AK47's and
Draganov sniper rifles. If it does not know these facts there can only be one of two explanations - it has either acted Irresponsibly thus not |

fullfilling its mandate, or it has chosen to ignore them. i o
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Despite all these documented facts, the TRC chose instead to focus all its attention on the so-called Caprlvi tralnee's, 300 young men who |
were legally trained - that was the finding of the High Court of South Africa - to protect government property and to help stem a murderous | .
and publically documented onslaught against the Inkatha Freedom Party. : s ; : et 1|

While it has found no evidence of wrong-doing or a violation of human rights by Mangosuthu Buthelezi, it seeks to hold him accountable for. ] I
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the violation of human rights. This is legally obscene and morally repugnant. ; s i
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The TRC has remained stuck in the mind set of the total onslaught against the IFP that is the legacy of yesterday's politics. It has not breathed"
the spirit of the new South Africa and its work will visit opprobrium on it by the record of history. :

Its final report is a clumsily crafted mythology through which it has soght to give credibility to yesterday's liberation propaganda. The TRC
will be haunted by the spirits of thousands of our supporters and leaders who were the victims of serial killings. It will be desplised by millions
of our supporters who still live with the sorrow of the killing of their loved ones and the wrongs done to them. ;

Its final report will be consigned to the dustbin of history.
Attorneys to 100 . Ly e . e .
" We commit ourselves to peace in our tirri_e ’
and shall not stoop to the falsification.

of a bitter past in the interests of expediency. -

We owe this to the future..

LXMAN RABINOWITZ - RAPHAFLY WEINER '
ATIRM Y5
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Issued on behalf of the National Council of the Inkatha Freedom Party.

o \.

% : e o
Wu;.—;,ﬁr‘ur\wﬁﬂpw‘h-mwﬂ e e 2 . e (T R T T SR S : > e T
n i e E o et R { PO by LEE T B Lo T

e % e s ™ e e e i e 1 P -

g it s B s Sl S A . gy . A e x

S st
e U R AR

1

sk



