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i Africais

Nel son Mandela is free, 27 years after he
began what was to becone a life term
Gavin Bell charts the rise, fall and rise
of the | egendary black African | eader
t was a warm Sunday in

August, and the South Af-

rican theatre director Ceci
Wlliams and a black friend

posi ng as his chauffeur were

in a cheerful nood as they drove

| ei surely out of Durban towards
Johannesbur g. Approachi ng

Howi ck Falls in Natal, they were
waved down by a police roadbl ock
and taken into custody.

The police did not appear to

know who :Villtihans and his driver
were, or wy ey were arresting
them they had sinmply been order-
ed to stop a car with a certain
regi stration nunber. Two days

| ater, the security police announc-
ed triunphantly that the chauffeur
was the el usive "Bl ack Pinper-

nel ", alias Nelson Mandela, mlit-
ary commander of the African

Nati onal Congress (ANC), and the
nost wanted nman in the country.
Aher 17 nonths on the run

Mandel a was bundl ed behi nd bars

on August 5, 1962, shortly atter his
44th birthday. It was the end of 20
years of a valiant but hopel ess
struggl e against the iniquities of
Verwoer di an apartheid by a man
described by The Times as itthe

col ossus of African nationalismin
South Africa". Two years later he
was taken to Robben Island maxi -
mum security prison to begin a life
sentence for treason, vowing to
survive the appalling ordeal in
prospect and to resune his strug-
gle the nonment he was rel eased.

H s defiance was characteristic

of the | egendary |igure he had
becorme, and sonet hing his par-

ents had evidently anticipated -
his m ddl e nane, Roli hl ahl a,

nmeans 8stirring up trouble". Born
on July 18, 1918, in a kraal of

whi te-washed huts at Qunu in
Transkei, Mandel a cane from
princely stock. H's father Henry
was chief councillor to the para-
nmount chief of the Tenmbu, the

bi ggest tribe in Transkei, and he
spent his chil dhood bei ng groom

ed to becone a chief.

Politics intervened during his
studies at a college in the eastern
Cape, where he net diver

Tanbo, the future AN C president,
and was expelled for resisting
efforts to curb the students, coun-
cil. Rejecting an arranged mar-

" n’ age, Mandela set off for
Johannesburg at the age of 22. His
political education began in ear-



1 nest in overcrowded urban sl uns,
terrorized by police raids against
i quor and pass-|aw of fenders.
Fate intervened agai n when he

was introduwd to Walter Sisulu,
How t he mighty have fallen

When M ke Tyson hit the canvas at the
weekend it was only the latest in
a long history of upset results from
later to become the ANC sec-
retary-general. Wth help from

Si sulu he took a BA degree by
correspondence, and began work-
ing with a firmof white | awers
whi |l e studying |aw at the Univer-
sity of the Wtwatersrand.

During this period he nmarried
Evel yn Nt oko Mase, a nurse, and
they set up home in Ol ando, an
expandi ng townshi p of uniform

mat chbox houses 10 m | es sout h-
west of Johannesburg, which be-
cane the nucl eus of Soweto.

Sisulu and his wife, Albertina,
lived nearby, and in 1942 the two
men joi ned Tanbo and others in
foundi ng the AN C yout h | eague.
Six years later, the Nationa
Party came to power and codified
apartheid into a statutory system
El ected to the ANC executive,
Mandel a orchestrated a canpaign

of strikes, boycotts and civi

di sobedi ence which culmnated in
riots and clashes with police on
May Day, 1950, in which 18

bl acks were killed and nore than
30 were injured. Mandel a recall ed:
8That day was a turning point in
ny life, both in understanding
through tirst-hand experience the
rut hl essness of the police, and in
bei ng deepl inpressed by the
support 'ean workers had

given." Despite the bl oody re-
pression, Mandela continued to
advocat e non-vi ol enoe, and was a
driving force behind a nass

defi ance canpaign | aunched in
June, 1952. A nonth later he and
Sisulu and 30 others were arrested
and charged with furthering the
aims of comuni sm but the

j udge accepted that they were
conmitted to peaceful action, and
i mposed ni ne-ntnth sentences ,
suspended for two years.

The governnent repeatedly

branded Mandel a a conmuni st,

but his traditional tribal back-
ground and religious upbringing
mtigated agai nst Marxist influ-
ences. On trial for his life 10 years
|ater, he said: 91 amnot a comu-
nist, and | have never been a
menber of the Conmuni st Party

- we are fighting agai nst poverty
and | ack of human dignity, and we
do not need comuni sts to teach
us about these things? Rising
through the ANC ranks, Mandel a



was served his first banning
orders, prohibiting himfrom at-
tendi ng public gatherings and con-
fining himto Johannesburg. Un-
deten’ ed, he continued to address
illegal neetings in the townships
whil e practising as an attorney in
partnership with Tamnbo.

a

Atall, athletic figure who cap-
tivated audi ences with a bl end of
passi on and hunour, Mandel a

rail ed agai nst nthe hideous and
perni ci ous doctrines of racial in-
equal ity", condemed the iiin-
dependent” tribal honel ands as a
political swi ndle and an economc
absurdity, and quoted Nehru to

his followers: "There is no easy
wal k to freedon®?

At dawn on Decenber 5, 1955

pol i ce knocked at Mandel al s

hone and charged himwi th high
treason. A total of 104 bl acks, 23
whites, 21 Indians and seven

col oureds (m xed race) joined him
in the dock. The defendants were
granted bail and the trial dragged
on for nore than five years, during
whi ch charges agai nst 126 of them
were dropped. During this period
Mandel a separated fromhis w fe
and marri ed Nonzano W nni e
SPECTRUM

Madi ki zel a, a niedical socia

wor ker who becane active in the
anti-apartheid novenent. In the
end Justice Runmptf, the judge who
had acquitted Mandel a in 1952,
found the state had failed to prove
the ANC was communi st and
commtted to violence, and he
found the remaini ng accused,

i ncl udi ng Mandel a, not guilty.
is-followersl jubilation
wasshort-lived. The

AN C was now

bi nned, police were

oi ening fire on huge
anti-apartheiis’iaarches, the policy
of passive resiianoe was proving
futile, and Manuel a went under -
ground. In May 1961, he rmet
British journalists in a Johannes-
burg apartnent and told them ttlf
the government reaction is to
crush by naked force our non-
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81 have cherished the ideal of a denocratic and free societyli: Nelson Mandela raises a c
| enched fist of defiance after his rel ease yesterday
violent struggle, we will have to

reconsi der our tactics. In my mnd
we are closing a chapter on this
guestion of a non-violent policy?
Shortly aherwards, a snall

group |l ed by Mandel a forned
Urkhonto we Sizwe (Spear of the
Nation), the arnmed wi ng of the
ANC, but they agreed to limt
their activities to sabotaging
power stations, and railway and



t el ephone comunications. tilt

did not involve loss of |ife?
Mandel a said. |iStrict instructions
were given to our people right
fromthe start, that on no account
were they to injure or kill people?
In 1962, he attended a conference
in Addi s Ababa and toured north
and west African states, arranging
mlitary training for his recruits
and revelling in a sense of freedom
sifromthe idiocy of apartheid and
raci al arrogance, fromhumliation
and indignity . . . wherever |
went, 1 was treated like a hunman
bei ng". Mandela flew to London

in June for talks with the Labour
Party | eader, Hugh Gaitskell, and
the Liberal Party |eader, Jo
Ginond. But his arrest in Nata
was just six weeks away.

A reporter who observed Man-

dela’s arrival at Johannesburg

magi strates court on August 8

wr ot e: uVerwoerdi s nost wanted

man nmade a sl ow and dramatic

appear ance, nounting the steps to
the court like a quiet, avenging
giant.w Charged with inciting bl ack
workers to strike, and | eaving the
country w thout valid travel docu-
ments, Mandela replied: 81 con-
sider nyself neither legally nor
noral |y bound to obey | aws nade

by a parlianment in which 1 have no
representation . . .11 ama bl ack
man in a white nan’s court?

[

nost wanted man

Three nonths |ater, he was
sentenced to five years inprison
ment with hard | abour, but worse
was to cone. In July the follow ng
year Sisulu and eight others were
arrested at a farnhouse in

Ri voni a, a suburb of Johannes-
burg, and in Cctober 1963

Mandel a ' oined themin the dock

to again ace charges of treason

n a historic four-hour ad-

dress to the court in Pretoria,
Mandel a decl ared: |11 have
cherished the ideal of a
denocratic and free society

in which all persons |live together
in harmony and with equa
opportunities. It is an ideal which
1 hope to live for, and to achieve.
But if needs be, it is an ideal for
which 1 am prepared to die." On
the eve of sentencing on June 12,
1964, the United Nations General
Assenbly called for the uncondi -
tional release of all politica
prisoners in South Africa, includ-
ing the Rivonia defendants, and
The Tines comented: tl The

verdict of history will be that the
ultimate guilty party is the govem
nment in powerC - and that is

al ready the verdict of world



opi nion." The court rul ed other-
wi se, and the foll owi ng day
Mandel a, Sisulu and six others
were flown to Robben Island, a
rocky, wi ndswept outcrop in tur-
bul ent seas seven niles north-west
of Cape Town, where they began

| abouring on a new maxi num
security section of 88 cells which
they were the first to occupy.
Despite the harsh conditions,

the ANC | eaders remai ned un-
bowed. Eddie Daniels, a fellow
prisoner, recalled: itMndela and
Sisulu lifted you, they made you
strong. Mandel a taught ne how to
survive? In 1982, Mandel a and
Sisulu were transferred to a nore
nodern prison near Cape Town,

and in Decenber 1988, Mandel al s
conditions inproved further when
he was assigned to a warderis
house at Victor Verster prison in
the western Cape.

In 1985, the then South African
President, P.W Botha, said Mn-
del a woul d be released if he
renounced vi ol ence. Mandel a’s
reply was read out by his daughter
Zindzi at arally in Soweto: ulLet
Bot ha renounce violence, let him
di smantl e apartheid." Evidently
Bot ha had not paid attention to
Mandel al s speech in court aher his
arrest in 1962: 91 hate race

di scrimnation nost intensely and
inall its manifestations. 1 have
fought it all my life. | fight it now,
and 1 will do so until the end of mny
days . . . | "will still be noved by
ny hatred of race discrimnation
agai nst my people when | cone

out fromsew ng nmy sentence, to
take up again, as best | can, the
struggle for the renoval of those
injustices, until they are finally
abol i shed once and for all?

Wse up to a
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some of sports rank outsiders

s upsets go, M ke

Tysonls maul i ng by

Janes tiBuster" Doug-

las is a heavyweight, first-divi-
sion thoroughbred. If that is a
junbl e of references, no mat-

ter, for tales of the unexpected
rain down as thick and fast as

a chanpioni s bl ows through

nodern chronicles of sporting
confrontation. in

The first shock result on

record, David v CGoliath, does

not count since the chall enger

was under age and probably



fighting unlicensed.

The Dougl as sensation -

what ever its official status is
to be - alnobst certainly
outstrips the victory of
Muhamad Ali (then Cassi us
Clay) over Sonny Liston in
1964. Liston was then consid-
ered as invincible as M ke
Tyson today, yet the odds

agai nst the young Clay were a
nere 7-1, conpared with

Dougl asis 10-1. It al so out-

poi nts the underdog Alils wn
over George Foreman in Zaire
1974, and Foremanl s

flattening of the 8-1 favourite,
J Oe Frazier, the previous year
Unl ess you fancy | ngenar
Johannsonl s defeat of Floyd
Patterson as a contender, you
probably have to go back to
1935 to Long Island, New

York, when "Cinderella Man"
Janes J. Braddock came fresh
off the breadline to topple

def endi ng heavywei ght cham
pi on Max Baer.

But forget about inter-

nati onal boxing; the real ac-
tion in the running agai nst the
booki es, or Ms-Stakes, is in _
Irish cricket, which vaunts the
ultimate upset, a thrashing of
West Indies. It happened at

the picturesque ground of

Sion MIls, avillage 15 mles
from Londonderry, in 1969.

The tourists, under the
managenent of the great
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ly fromthe world of racng, basketball team which beat

al though both are made sus- the US (the West |ndies of the
pect by a technicality. One is sport) with the [ast throw of
the horse Aboyeur, which the final; and the unseeded 17-
cane hone first in the 1913 year-old West German tennis |
Derby at odds of 100-1; but, la er call d
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ford, then cane to the rescue
with a score of nine.
Upset-fanciers believe this
epi sode to be untrunpable. It
cannot be translated into a
boxi ng parallel as it would
entail one man defeating

anot her of twi ce his height and
three tines his weight.

Foot bal | furnishes us with
sonet hing cl ose - the beating
of Herbert Chapmani s great
Arsenal side by third division
Wal sall. It happened in 1933,
when the London club was .on
its way to a third successive
League title, and was consld-
ered even harder to beat than
t odayl s Li ver pool

Tyson. fight, was wal ki ng
round in a daze - as though he
had been hit by Tyson. 81
really thought that we were
goi ng to have a perfect record
snooker player Joe John-

son takes sonme beating.

When he overcame Steve



Davi es (who else?) in the 1986

Wor | d Champi onshi ps by 18

franes to 12, he did so as a

150-1 outsider.

The Argentinian Roberto

de Vicenzo enjoys a simlar

status for having won, in 1967,

the only major event of his

career as a golfer. He was, by

then, 44, the event was the

British OQpen, and this was his

twentieth crack at it.

Q her strong runners in-

cl ude the Russian Prince

In terns of odds, the
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_. HE, RELEASE OF' MANDELAI

That cher presses

for end to

- ans

on new i nvest nent

By Andrew McEwen, Diplomatic Editor
M's Thatcher yesterday wote
to European Community and
Comonweal th | eaders call -

ing for a nore positive ap-
proach to South Africa after
M  Nel son Mandel al s rel ease
Britain will also tell both
groups of countries that it
wants to resune investnment

in South Africa. The two org-
ani zations decided in 1986 to
ban new i nvest nent .

Qpposition to the British
request is likely unless Presi-
dent de Klerk drops the state
of energency qui ckly.

The invest ment sanction
remains in force pending dis-
cussions, but it is understood
that Britain will break out of
its commtnent unilaterally if
it does not get agreenent.

M Neil Kinnock, the Lab-

our | eader, has witten to M
Char | es Haughey, the Irish
Prime Mnister and current
President of the EC, urging
that pressure on apartheid
shoul d not be eased.

M's Thatcher said in a
statement on Saturday that

di scour agenent of i nvestnent
in South Africa 'Ino | onger
nakes senseil. M Dougl as
Hurd, the Foreign Secretary,
will seek approval at a neeting
of the Twelve in Dublin on
February 20 for ending the
nmeasur e.

Commonweal t h sour ces

said that it was likely that
Britainis 48 partners would
wait for advice froma group
of nine foreign mnisters be-
fore taking a decision. They
are not due to neet until My,
but that could be brought
forward. Britain is not a
menber of the group.

Sout h African business

| eaders hoped that M Man-

del al s rel ease would stop for-
ei gn di si nvestment and boost
fi nancial markets.

M Gavin Relly, chairman

of Angl o American Cor por a-
tion, the countryls higgest
conpany, said: |iM Mn-
delals return to public life
creates opportunities for al
parties to engage in reasoned
debat e about how to structure
denocratic politics in a future
South Africa? M Ronnie



Bet hl ehem chi ef economi st of
Johannesbur g Consol i dat ed

I nvest nent Conpany Ltd,

said that M Mandel al s rel ease
was a |lifantastic gesture"

whi ch woul d greatly relieve
pressure for further sanctions
in the US, Western Europe

and Japan.

Wi tehal | sources said yes-
terday that Britain was legally
entitled to drop the invest-
ment ban unilaterally, as nei-
ther the EC nor the Common-
weal th agreenent took the
formof a treaty. Ten days ago
it dropped another sanction
agreed with the EC and the
Commonweal th - the dis-
couragenent of cultural, aca-
dem c and scientific contacts.
There are 10 ot her sanctions
which Britain could drop as
they are not legally binding:
1. A ban on arns inports
agreed with the EC and
Commonweal th in 1985;

2. A ban on exports of
sensitive equi pnment (EC,
Conmonweal th, 1985);

3. No newnilitary attachES to
be appointed (EC, 1985);

4. A ban on mlitary co.
operation (EC, Comon-

weal th, 1985); k

5. A ban on oil exports (EC,
1985; Commonweal th, 1986);

6. The d eneagl es Decl aration
on di scouragi ng sporting con-
tacts (Commonweal th, 1977;

reaf firmed, 1985);

7. A ban on new nucl ear

col I aborati on (EC, Comon-

weal th, 1985);

8. A ban on new gover nnent

| oans to South African Gov
ernment and agenci es
(Conmonweal t h, 1985);

9. No government funding for
trade missions to South Africa
(Comonweal t h, 1985); ~’

10. A voluntary ban on
pronoting tourism
(Conmonweal t h, 1986).

Bef ore 1985, about 300

Ameri can conpani es op-

erated in South Afi’ica. About
hal f have since left, including
nost of the best-known nulti-
nationals - Ford, Genera

Mot ors, Coca-Col a and | BM

One in live British conpanies
has di si nvest ed.

Manuf acturing i ndustry has
devel oped very slowy and
South Africa remains depen-
dent on gold for about 30 per
cent of exports. Econom c
grom h of 4 per cent during the
19703 slowed to | ess than 2 per
cent in the 1980s.



An unidentified man appealing for calmas a policeman fires his shotgun into the ground d
uring the outbreak of violence yesterday in central Cape Town.
Murder trial revives AN C enbarrassnent
Question mark over wife9s future role
By N ichol as Beeston, J ohannesburg, and M chael Hornsby, London
Among t he many urgent pol -
itical matters awaiting M

Nel son Mandel a’ s attention

now that he is out of prison is
one of a nore intimate and
donestic nature - the future
rol e of his vivacious, out-
spoken and, in recent years,
sincreasingly controversia

wi fe, Wnnie.

As the Mandel a househol d,

and South Africa at |arge,

cel ebrated M Mandel als re-

| ease fromhis |ong incarcera-
tion, one of Ms Mandel al s

yout hful supporters was today
to appear in the J ohannesburg
Supreme Court on a charge of
mur der .

The case relates to an

incident in late 1988 when

M's Mandel al s Sowet o body-
guards, known as the Mandel a
United Soccer O ub, were
accused of abducting four
yout hs and beating one of

them Stonmpie Meketsi, aged
14, to death.

For the exiled African Nat-

i onal Congress and M

Mandel a, the incident was
deeply enbarrassing.

Early | ast year anti-apart-
hei d | eaders inside South Af-
rica publicly repudi ated her
and for many nonths after-
wards the |iMther of the
Nationl| vani shed from sight.
Towards the end of |ast year
she began to reappear at
opposition rallies, but there
still has been no public
reconciliation between her

and the anti-apartheid nove-
ment, and the ANC has felt
obliged to issue public correc-
tions of sonme of her recent
statenents.

M's Mandela i s expected to

be called as a key witness in
the court case, which threatens
to damage further her already
tarni shed i nage. N ne people
associ ated with the Mandel a
soccer club face charges over
Moeket sil s deat h.

The prosecution is expected

to allege that Ms Mandel a

and her bodyguards, who

devoted little time to football
were responsible for aiireign
of terror" in Soweto during

whi ch they staged kangaroo
trials of political opponents in
M's Mandel al s house, neting

out beatings as puni shnents.



She has deni ed any wrong-

doi ng.

M's Mandel a first drew

unwel cone publicity for the
ANC four years ago at arally
in Sowet o when she appeared

to endorse the hideous ttneck-
lace killings" in which petrol -
soaked tyres were set abl aze
after being placed round the
necks of political opponents
and suspect ed gover nnent

col | abor at or s.

A year later she was sharply
criticized for using the funds
of well-w shers and the royal -
ties froma ghost-witten book
about her life to build a

pal ati al house, including gold
bath taps and ltalian ceramnc
tiles, on a hillside in Soweto,
where the majority of blacks
live in overcrowded and box-

li ke houses.

Both the ANC and M

Mandel a, in a message from
prison, had to intervene to
prevent Ms Mandela from
novi ng into the nmansion,

whi ch stands unfini shed and
enpty to this day, a nonu-
ment to the del usions of
grandeur whi ch many of her
fornmer supporters fear has
COME Over a woman somne

now call a 8black Evita".

Aged 55, Ms Mandel a,

despite all the adverse pub-
licity of recent years, pn-
doubtedly continues to ctt -
mand wi despread affecti

and’ synpathy in blag
townshi ps. (

uShe is blunt, rash, em

tional and speaks fromthe
heart - that is why people
respond to her and why she is
controversialfi Ms Fatim
Meer, author of the authorized
bi ography of M Mandel a,

said in a recent interview

tI Even during the crisis,

W nni e had the support and

| oyalty of many, many people.
She will remain highly visible
and wi dely respected."”

The Mandel as were marri ed

in 1958, when Wnnie was a
24-year-ol d social worker.
They were to have little time
t oget her.

Her husband, already one of
the leading lights in the ANC
was deeply involved in the
anti-apartheid struggle, alter-
nately on trial for treason, on
the run fromthe authorities or
underground. In 1962 he was
arrested and remained in cus-
tody until yesterday.

M s Mandel a was hersel f



under police restrictions or
house arrest al nobst conti nu-
ously from 1963 to 1986 and
was held in solitary contine-
ment for 17 nonths in 1969

and 1970.

In 1987 the South African
CGovernment lifted a ban

whi ch had prohi bited her

from being quoted by the

South African nedia, appar-
ently in the belief that she had
becone so controversial that
her utterances were nore
likely to retard, than advance,
the cause of black |iberation
The question now 15

whet her she will be content to
Play the dutiful wife of the
rel eased bl ack | eader or WI|I
want her own political role.
As Ms Hel en Suzman,

another formdable figure in
South African politics and an
adnmirer and friend of Ms
Mandel al s, once said: tiWn-
n_ie never fitted the descrip-
non of a shrinking violet."
Sowet oi s bi ggest street

party draws thousands
Thousands of South Africans

of all races made a pil grimge
yesterday to a nodest brick
bungal ow in this sprawing

t ownshi p.

M  Nel son Mandel a was on

his way honme after an absence
of 27 years, and no one, fi’om
the groups of dancing children
to the elderly couples in their
smart est Sunday cl ot hes,
wanted to mss Sowetol s big-
gest street party.

Tel evision Crews with sat-
ellite dishes bl ocked off the
side-streets, mni-buses from
nei ghbouring bl ack and Col -
oured townshi ps cruised up

and down, honki ng horns and
wavi ng ANC fl ags, and even

the shebeens, the black drink-
i ng houses, offered free beer
Ar chbi shop Desnond Tut u,

who was conducting the
christening service for his
grandson, admtted to the
packed congregation at the
nearby Holy Cross Anglican
Church that he had been

unable to sleep the night
before in anticipation of the
honecomi ng. To mark the
From Ni chol as Beeston, Soweto
occasi on he added the name
Nkul ul eko to his grandsonls
three Christian nanes, the
word for freedomin Xhosa.

81 think Mandela is going to
have a shock when he sees this
recepti on? said George, a

nei ghbour of the Mandel as



who has only vague chil dhood
menories of a slightly over-
wei ght yout hful figure who
di sappeared fromthe commu-
nity one day in 1962.
El derly nei ghbours who
knew M Mandel a before his
i mpri sonnent renmenbered
hi m as an up-and-com ng
bl ack | awyer and politica
activist who you could rely on
for help.
The residents of Ol ando
West, where the Mandel as
hone is | ocated, form prac-
tically the Wiois Wo of black
South Africais political and
prof essional elite.
M Walter Sisulu, the ANC
| eader freed | ast year, lives a
few hundred yards away;
Ar chbi shop Tutu has a house
a few doors down the sane
road as the Mandel as. Across
the street in a housing com
pl ex built during M Man-
del al s i nmpri sonnent and
known locally as iiBeverly
Hillsl, Iive the townshipls
nost successful doctors, |aw
yers and upwardly nobile

pr of essi onal s.
81 am not sure he will be
able to recognize the area after
so many years and so much
change? sai d one Anerican-
educat ed bl ack busi nessnman
If M Mndela finds the
soci al changes dramatic in
Sowet o after 27tyears, he may
also find that adjusting to his
new | ifestyle is even nore
extraordi nary.
The smal |l fence that once
surrounded his garden has
been replaced by a tall con-
crete wall and barbed wire.
No | onger the promi sing
young | awer, he will. be
expected to emerge fromhis
i ncarceration as a world | eader
and el der statesman. ANC
officials predicted that he
woul d need 24-hour arned
guards to protect himfromthe
threat of assassination.
Tr af al gar
By Al an Hami |l ton
Hundreds of anti-apartheid
denonstrators bl ocking the
street in front of South Africa
House in Trafal gar Square
yest erday broke into pro-
| onged cheering at the news
they had awaited so | ong.
As the clock of St Martin-in-
t he-Fi el ds showed 18 ni nutes
past two, a menber of the
platform party that had been
conducting a celebratory rally
sei zed the m crophone and



roared: 1li Mandela is rel eased."”
The crowd roared back

danci ng and waving a forest of ,.
arns in black-power sal utes.
Somewher e above the excited
din a chanpagne cork went 011
like a gun. 1

Wt hin seconds the roar had
turned to the fam liar chant of
11Free Mandel all - what had
been a demand was now a
statenment of fact.

Two dozen policenen sur-
rounding the rally | ooked on

i mpassi vely, but there was no
troubl e except for traffic

di sruption. Black activists on
the platformurged the crowd
to join in the singing of the
African National Congress an-
them The crowd, overwhel m
ingly young and white, did not
know t he words and re-

sponded with rai sed and

cl enched lists.

The chant turned to uViva
Mandel a", with an additiona
liViva" for each nane as a |ist
of prom nent black activists
still in prison was read out.
The biting wi nd tugged at the
of the ANC that sprouted
fromthe crowd, along with
fam liar banners: Wolw ch

and El tham | abour Party,
Hackney Conmuni st Party,

Soci alist Wrkers Party of
Great Britain, Harl esden

Met hodi st Chur ch.

H gh above the crowd the

of ficial blue, white and orange
flag of the Republic of South
i

Squar e del

JAVEe GRAYmM
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A crowd of anti-apartheid protesters gathering in front of the
green, yellow and bl ack flags South African enbassy in London to hear the good news.
Africa streamed fromthe em
bassy roof. A light burned on
the first floor, but no face
showed at the wi ndow, and

the gates renmi ned shut.

In front of them another
hastily prepared poster re-
called that M Mandel al s
supporters in Britain had

mai ntai ned a vigil on that
paverent for 1,395 days and

ni ght s.

The i medi at e obj ecti ve

had been achi eved, but

speaker after speaker insisted
the battle woul d not be won
until South Africa had none
man, one vote". The rel ease of
prisoners on Death Row was -
now a priority.

After nore than 27 years in
jail, M Nelson Mandel a
enmerges to freedomin a South



Africa where the prospects for
a negotiated settlement of the
raci al conflict have never

| ooked so proni sing.

Much of the injustice and.

di scrimnation that he fought
against is being rapidly eroded
by the nmomentum of politica
and econom ¢ change. Yet,
paradoxically, he will also find
many of the legal pillars of the
apartheid edifice remain in

pl ace.

A central target of the
African National Congress

and other black groups in the
conmi ng negoti ati ons nust be
the Land Act. One of the first
noves of the ANC, after its
founding in 1912 as the South
African Native National Con-
gress, _was to send a del egation
to Bntain to protest against
the Act, which had been

passed the previous year

The Act allocated a nere 7
per _ cent of the country as
native reserves. In 1936 this
proportion was increased to

13 per cent. The Act remains
the basis of so-called iigrand
apartheidli, which gives the
white 15 per cent of the

Popul ation virtual |y unchal -

| enged legal title to 87 per cent
of the land and divides the rest
of South Anica into tribally
defined tthonel andsl| for

bl acks.

No | ess inportant is the

Popul ati on Regi stration Act of
1950, passed two years after
the National Party swept
Smutsls United Party from
power. D.F. Malan, the first
Nationalist Prime M nister,
called it uthe whole basis of
apartheid". Apartheid itself
was a termthat was widely
used for the first tine in the
1948 el ection canpaign. It is.
the Afrikaans-|anguage word
for ilapartnessl| or ilsep-

ar at enessl |

Under the Act, all South
Africans must be registered at
birth as bel onging to one of
four main race groups defined
by law - black (which in

South African parlance ap-
plies only to blacks of Negroid
By M chael Hornsby

descent), Col oureds (those of
m xed race), Asians (in prac-
tice, those of Indian descent)
and whites (mainly those of

Eur opean descent). There are
about 22 mllion blacks, five
mllion whites, three mllion
Col oureds and one million

I ndi ans.



A South Africanls racia
classification largely deter-
m nes his or her rights. The
Group Areas Act, al so passed
in 1950, segregates residentia
areas in urban areas, in effect
rel egati ng bl acks, Col oureds
and Indians to ghettos on the
fringes of tiwhite8 towns. It
al so provides for racially sepa-
rate school s and hospitals.
The CGovernnent has said

that it will recognize 8grey
areasl |, where racial mxing
has taken place illegally, and
has set up a nechani sm

wher eby whites-only suburbs
nmay vote to beconme multi-
racial if they wish. Hospitals
are noving slowy towards
desegregati on. Many private
school s have been nulti-racia
for years, but the Governnent
is still strongly opposed to
racial integration of state
school s.

For decades a range of

public services and anenities
- toilets, cinenmas, hotels,
restaurants, parks, libraries,
swi mmi ng- pool s, beaches,

buses, trains and event grave.
yards - were strictly seg-
regated. Miuch of this 8petty
aparthei 8 has gone or is
going (the [ ast beaches were
desegregated just before
Christmas) but the |l egal basis
for it remains in the Reserva-
tion of Separate Amenities
Act. Pretoria has prom sed to
repeal the Act during this
session of Parlianment.

Over the past decade three

i mportant pieces of apartheid
| egi sl ati on have been abol -

i shed. In 1985 the Bot ha
CGovernment repeal ed the

Prohi biti on of M xed Mar-

ri ages Act and the notorious
Section 16 of the Imorality
Act, which together forbade
sexual relations, inside or
out side marriage, between
whites and nenbers of any

ght Bastions of apartheid still
ot her race group. The next
year saw the abolition of the
pass | aws, which prohibited

bl acks fromliving outside the
tribal honel ands unl ess they
had speci al passes. Their pres-
ence in urban areas was
generally tolerated only if they
wer e needed as | abour.

Bl acks still nmay not own

| and or operate businesses in
nost of South Africa.

Even if all remaining apart.
heid | aws were repeal ed to-
norrow, the central question

to be toppled



of political rights would re-

mai n. Under the 1984 Const -

itution, the South African

Par | i ament consists of three

segregated chanbers - for

whites, Col oureds and Asi ans.

The systemis designed to give

the white chanber the fina

say. The bl acks are’ not

repr esent ed

The CGovernnent still tal ks

of a political system based on

iigroup rights" (code for

continued white control), and

has refused to accept the

principle of majority rule even

as a distant goal.

Ri voni a conrades, who shared jail hardship

Johannesburg (Renter) - M Nel son

Mandel al s rel ease fromj ai

that all the | eading African Nationa

Congress activists captured in the

early 1960s are now free.

Ni ne nen stood in the dock at the

1964 Rivonia treason trial, named

after the village outside Johannesburg
Conmand was

Situated and where npst of the |eaders

were arrested following a police raid

where the ANC Hi gh

inJ uly, 1963.

Only one of the defendants, M’

Li onel 1i Rustyll Bernstein, was acquit-

ted of sabotage and conspiracy to

, overthrow white rule, but he was

means

i medi ately rearrested and banned

after the trial. He | ater escaped from

South Afiica. The remaining eight

were found guilty and sentenced to

life inprisonnent. M Dennis Gol d-

berg, the only other white defendant,

was freed in 1985 after accepting

President Botha's offer of an ammesty

i f he renounced vi ol ence.

The ot her nenbers of the Rivonia

Ei ght rejected the amesty deal. The

ol dest, M CGovan Mieki, born in

1910, was rel eased from Robben

I sl and in Novenber, 1988.

Five of the Rivonia defendants

were rel eased in Cctober, 1989. A few

house. raid.

weeks’ after his coll eagues rel ease, M

Moeki’'s restrictions were |ihed.

Most promi nent of those freed is

M Valter Sisulu, former Secretary-

General of the ANC, regarded as M

Mandel al s cl osest conrade and one of

the ANC s npost notable intellectuals.

In 1962, M Sisulu went underground

to join Urkhonto we Sizwe (Spear of

the Nation), the ANCls mlitary w ng.

He went to jail in July, 1963, after

bei ng captured at the Rivonia

Anot her of Mandel al s co-accused

was M Raynmond Mhl aba, a trade

uni oni st active fromthe md-1940s in

farm

both the ANC and the South African

Conmuni st Party. He played a key



local role in anti-apartheid protest
fromhis hone in the ,eastern Cape.
M Andrew M angeni becane one

of the founder nenbers of Unkhonto
we Sizwe. During the early 1960s he
was i nvolved in hiding recruits and
procuring arms.

M Ahned Knt hrada was el ected
Secretary-General of the left-w ng
Transvaa

I ndi an Congress and

pl ayed a key role in boosting the
groupls links with the ANC

M Elias Mtsoal edi served with
Urkhont o we Sizwe.
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SQUTH AFRI CAi S NEW START

Nel son Mandel a yesterday exchanged the

burden of inprisonnent for the far greater
burden of his countryls hope. During the
twenty-seven years he spent in a variety of
South African jails, the worlds nost fanpus
political prisoner has grown rather than

di m nished in stature, and now his image has
becorme an icon of the liberation struggle of

bl ack South Africans, his nane an incantation
for freedom

But as in recent years it becane increasingly
evident that the South African Governnent

had becone the prisoner of the nman it had
jailed, it was equally obvious that M
Mandel ai s stature was due as much to the force
of his personality and his political wi sdomas it
was to the ANG s need for a unifying and
internationally recogni sed synbol of its strug-
gl e agai nst apart hei d.

From the monent, however, that he

enmerged yesterday fromthe gates of the Victor
Verster prison into the full glare of the worlds
nmedi a spotlight, M Mndel a exchanged t he
mant| e of near-nystical hero for the far nore
difficult flesh-and-bl ood role of active poli-
tician. In the anarchic caul dron of bl ack
politics, it is one which will test to the
uttennost all his undoubted skills as strategist
and negoti at or.

Hs first and nost difficult task will be to

i npose sone form of coherence on a bl ack
opposition which remains - as its confused
response to President de Klerkls initiatives has
shown - deeply divided by strategy, ideology
and personal anbition.

The divi sions separate those in the interna
parties who believe - mstakenly - that

"peopl e power will win the day and who insi st
on victory and a transition to mgjority rule
bef ore negoti ati on on one side; and on the

ot her, those of the ol der ANC | eadership who
understand that white fears have to be
accommodat ed. There are the unreconstructed
Mar xi sts, the milder socialists nade uneasy by
events in Eastern Europe and still others who
know that South Afn’ca nust maintain a

vi gorous market econony if they are not to
inherit a country which has beggared itself and
its nei ghbours.

I ndeed, the ANC flag, which shares with the
hamrer and sickle of the South African
Conmuni st Party pride of place at nost
opposition rallies in the black townships, is
today little nore than a flag of conveni ence for
nmutual Iy hostile factions both within the
organi zati on and outsi de.

Protest politics and viol ent denpbnstrations
together with the euphoria over M Mandel al s
rel ease mask those fissures for the noment.
This is surely one reason why’ the exiled

| eadershi p of the ANC appears content to |et
themrun while it dithers about how to react to
the bold political noves of President de Klerk
Ral | i es and denonstrations, however, can-

not secure the goal of a free non-racia
denocracy for which Nel son Mandel a went to

j ail. Indeed their continuation, once the tunult
and the shouting surrounding his rel ease dies



down, could put that goal beyond reach. For
they risk feeding both the fears of the white
el ectorate and the the unbridl ed appetite for
repression of the South African Police, which
seenms determned to thwart M De Klerkis

agenda of reform

Certainly - as the violence, |ootingiand the
police brutality at yesterdayls welcomng rally
in Cape Town so dismally denonstrated -

there woul d appear to be an _unwitting

conspi racy between those at opposnte ends of
the political spectrumto destroy this nonent
of hope for all South Africans and return to the
politics of unrest and repression which wll
reduce South Africa to a wastel and.

The only way that dread option can be

forecl osed and a highly volatile situation
defused is for both sides to give President de
Klerk and M Mandel a the space in which to
start the negotiating process as quickly as
possi bl e.

To achieve that, President de Klerk wll
probably have to exerci se even greater

stat esmanshi p than he has al ready shown.

He will have to curb the excesses of the police
by changing the internal security [aws to which
they so gleefully adhere. Meanwhile, M

Mandel a wi || have to display even greater
strength of purpose than he has shown during
his years of incarceration by calmng the

vi ol ent euphoria of his followers and those

who use his freedom as an excuse for riot,
ranpage and | ooti ng.

If either fail, the long-held argunent of

South Africals security chiefs that M
Mandel ai s rel ease woul d spark a genera

i nsurrection could becone a self-fulfilling
prophecy. In that case both President de Klerk
and M Mandel a coul d be swept aside and with
themall hope of a peaceful end to the apartheid
state.

It is here that the rest of the world has a
decisive role to play. It is of course a truism
that the future of South Africa will be decided
by ' South Africans thensel ves. Nevert hel ess,
the time has arrived for those nations which
have long clained an interest in and an ability
to influence events in South Africa to use that
i nfl uence in the nost benign way possible.

The ANC | eadership should be urged to

accept M de Klerle invitation, return from
exile and convert itself froma |iberation
noverment into a political party capabl e of
devising strategies as well as slogans, and a
party capabl e of conmprom se as well as
confrontati on.

At the same time, M De Klerk, who in ten

days has taken his courage and his countryis
future into his hands, needs to be given nore
than words of encouragenment if he is to allay
the fears of South Africals white tribe. Shifting
the goal posts so far away that all the white
popul ation can discern is its own extinction is
not the way to cal mthose fears or strengthen
the South African Presidenfs hand agai nst the
doom | aden prophecies of the far-right.

This is why Ms Thatcher is correct in
respondi ng positively to events in South Africa
,by offering to lift" sanCti Ons; and; why the
United States and t he European Comunity
shoul d’ cl ose their ears to the pusillani nous



advice of M Neil Kinnock, Sir Sonny

Ranphal and all those who dread the end of

the anti-apartheid industry. At best, M

Ki nnock would reward M De Klerk with a

carrot or two only when nmajority rule is in

pl ace and South Africa’ s nost fanous forner
pohtical prisoner is its first ever black
President. ’

That day can only be achi eved once the
shouting and the shooting stops and the talking
begins. To ensure that it starts quickly and in as
peaceful an atnosphere as possible, a world
ever eager to punish vice should now be

equal ly ready to recogni ze, encourage and
reward M De Klerle high-n"sk conversion to
virtue. Only that way will yesterdayls event
mark not nerely the end of M Mandel al s

i mprisonnent, but a new beginning for all

Sout h Africans.



City group ainms to nmeet Mandel a and the ANC
I

I

I

Fund nanagers take SA tenperature:

By Colin Canpbel

The first party of London and
Continential fund managers to test the
South African investnent waters in the
wake of M Nel son Mandel ai s rel ease

and President de Klerk’s apartheid
reforms | eaves for Johannesburg this
week. The group includes M Robert

GQuy, director of NM Rothscth & Sons,

M Keith Bryant, of GI Managenent,

M O Burli, senior vice president of

Uni on Bank of Switzerland, and various
London anal ysts and brokers who form
part of an overseas contingent attending
the annual Frankel, Kruger, Vinderine

i nvest ment conference in Johannesburg
and Cape Town.

M Ceoff Rothschild of Frankel

Kruger, the Johannesburg broker, says

80 overseas visitors are expected from
$1M

London, New York, Italy, Germany and
sntzerl and and that they and | oca

i nvest mnent managers will neet M

Berend du Pl essis, SA Mnister of

Fi nance, DrChris Stals , Governor of the
SA Reserve Bank, and M tiPi kh Bot ha,

SA M nister of Foreign Affairs.

The fund nanagers findings will be

i nfluential in deciding whether fresh

W
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i nvest ment shoul d be made in South
Africa at a time when social and politica
reforns are under way and in the wake of
the rel ease of M Mandela. In view of the
significance of yesterdays devel op-
ments, and the role in shaping South
Africais economc future which the
African National Congress will play,

W0

London fund managers are hoping to

sound out ANC officials about their
econom c aspirations and plans - and if
possi bl e neet M Mandel a hinsel f. The
ANCis reiteration of an intention to
nati onal i ze banks and certain aspects of
mning if it obtains political standing e
hangs heavy over investnent decisions.
The recently rising gold price and
prospect of an end to South Africa,s
econom ¢ isolation has put SA as a
potential investnment area back under the
spotlight. However, a rush of fresh

i nvestment is only expected if politica
aspirations are realized peacefully and
once the econom c outl ook is nore clear-
cut. South Africa needs reliable sources
of foreign capital and can only expect

i nvestnment in size once investors are
assured economni ¢ hopes are realizable.



