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H LLIAN' S TOAWN ON THE OCCASI ON OF THE COMVEHORATE

OF SHARPVI LLE AND LANGA MASSACRE: 21 MARCH 1992

BY GOVAN HBEKI

CONRADE CHAI R, CONRADES

THE ZI ST OF HARCH HAS COVE TO BE ACCEPTED BY THE LI BERATI CH
MOVEMENT AS A PUBLI C HCOLI DAY FI RSTLY TO COHHEHORATE THE
MASSACRE OF SOMVE 69 AFRI CANS BY SOUTH AFRI CAN POLI CE AT
SHARPVI LLE ON THI' S DATE I N 1960 AND SECONDLY THE HRSSACRE
OF 19 AFRI CANS AT LANGA | N U TENHAGE.

ON BOTH OCCASI ONS THE POLI CE SHOT AND KI LLED | HNDCEHT

Cl VI LI AHS WHO HERE OPPCSED | N THE ONE CASE TO THE PASS LAWS
AND | N THE OTHER WHO HERE OH THEI R WAY TO ATTEND AND FUNERAL
SI MPLY BECAUSE ACCORDI NG TO THE CULTURE OF APARTHEI D THE
POLI CE HAD BEEN TRAI HED TO BELI EVE THAT THE AFRI CAN HAD

NO RIGHT TO SAY NO TO THE LAWS AND POLI CI ES THAT A VWH TE

M NORI TY GOVERHWEHT HAD LAI D DOMN FOR THE AFRI CANS.

I T HAS AGAI NST THESE POLI CI ES AND PRACTI CES THAT . THE ANC
AS THE SPEARHEAD OF THE STRUGGLE FOR LI BERATION IN THI S
COUNTRY HAD CONSI STEHTLY LED THE RESI STANCE AGAI NST THE

I NDI GNI TI ES THAT APARTHEID VI SI TED 0" A HHOLE PECPLE SI HPLY
BECAUSE THEY HERE BLACK.
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IT IS | MPORTANT TO REHEHBER THAT ALONG THE WHOLE ROAD COVERED
BY THE STRUGGLE SI NCE THE END OF THE WARS OF DI SPOSSESSI CH
ARE GRAVES OF OUR PECPLE VWHO HAVE LAI D DOMN THEI R LI VES

IN THE COURSE OF THE STRUGGLE FOR LI BERATI ON.

HERE I N THE Cl SKEI WHERE SCHE OF THE BI TTEREST BATTLES

AGAI NST DI SPOSSESSI CH HERE LED AND FOUGHT, THE AFRI CAH

NATI ONAL CONGRESS TCODAY |S STILL ENGAGED IN A STRUGGLE FOR
LI BERATI OH W TH THE SURROGATES OF THE APARTHEI D SYSTEH AS
REPRESENTED BY THE LEADERS OF THE BAHTUSTAHS.

HOWEVER | NSPI TE OF THE SUFFERI NGS AND DENI ALS VWHI CH THE
PECPLE OF THE CI SKEI ARE EXPERI ENCI NG AT THE HANDS OF THE
APARTHEI D PUPPET ADHI NI STRATIONS, | WOULD LI KE US TO FOCUS
ON THE BROADER AND NATI ONAL HAPPENI NGS | N OUR CQUNTRY.
EVENTS ARE TAKI NG SHAPE AT SUCH A FAST RATE THAT HE REQUI RE
TO EXAM NE OUR RESPONSES ALMOST ON A DAILY BASI S.

IN THE LI GHT OF WHAT |I'S HAPPENI NG | H CODESA I T WLL NOT

BE LOHG BEFORE THE ENTI RE BANTUSTAN SUPER- STRUCTURE | S
SCRAPPED AND YOU WLL NOT HAVE TO BOTHER H TH SUCH BANTUSTAN
PUPPETS AS ARE CAUSI NG YOU PROBLEMS TODAY.

LI KE HUNTERS LET US AIM AT THE BI G GAHE - THE ELEPHAHTS,

THE LI ONS ETC. - RATHER THAH USE UP OUR RESOURCES | N CHASI NG
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RABBI TS (I H VUNDLA NONOVATSE). WHAT | AM SUGGESTI NG | S

A RE- EXANI NATI ON OF OQUR METHODS OF STRUGGLE. FUR DECADES
AND DECADES HE HAVE BEEN ACCUSTOHED TO RESI STANCE, VWHETHER
AT THE PLACE OF WORK VVE WOULD GO SLOW ( SI BAHBE | DOLO) OR

IN THE CLASSROOM WE WOULD NOT APPLY QURSELVES | N | MPLEMENTI NG
BAHTU EDUCATI ON, OR H1 ANY OTHER FI ELD OF ACTI VI TY WHERE

WE WERE CALLED UPON TO CARRY OUT GOVERNMENT RACI ST PQOLI Cl ES.
ONLY A FEW DAYS AGO THE GOVERNVMENT ANNOUNCED THAT THERE

HAS TO BE ONE CI TY LOCAL ADM NI STRATI ON. THAT HEANS WE WOULD
HAVE TO REVI EW QUR APPROACH TO SUCH FORMS COF RESI STANCE

AS NON- PAYHENT OF RENTS AND OTHER SERVI CES, |F HE ARE PART
OF THE LOCAL GOVERNVENT ADM NI STRATI ON. THI S MEANS THAT

THE ANC HAS TO SHI FT FROM THE CULTURE OF RESI STANCE TO ONE
OF G VING LEADERSHI P | H SEEKI NG TO BRI NG ABOUT A S| TUATI ON
THAT WOULD BE BENEFI Cl ALY TO THE PEOPLE AS A WHCLE.

AGAI N ONLY RECENTLY THE NATI ONALI ST PARTY GOVERNHENT HAS

FI NALLY CONCEDED TO THE DEMAND OF THE AHC TO ESTABLI SH AN

| NTERI H GOVERNMENT WHI CH HI LL HAVE EXECUTI VE PONERS

ESPECI ALLY | N THE KEY AREAS OF GOVERNMENT SUCH AS THE CONTROL
OF THE DEFENCE FORCE AND THE POLI CE, OF THE BUDGET ETC.

I N ADDI TI ON SUCH AN | NTERI H GOVERHHEHTA HOULD PREPARE THE
COUNTRY FCOR ELECTIONS TO



A CONSTI TUENT ASSEHBLY TO DRAW UP A CONSTI TUTI ON FOR A
UNI TED, NON- RACI AL, NON- SEXI ST DEMOCRATI C SOUTH AFRI CA.
WHAT IS THE SIGNI FI CANCE OF TH S FOR THE AHC AND THE
OPPRESSED PEOPLE OF THI S COUNTRY AND FOR THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH
AFRI CA I N GENERAL? THI'S STEP IS VERY' SIGN FI CANT TO ' THE
ANC AND THE OPPRESSED PECPLE I N TWO | MPORTANT RESPECTS:

A) NE SHOULD PREPARE FOR A NON- RACI AL ELECTI ON.

B) HE SHOULD EQUI P OUR YOUNG PECPLE W TH THE SKI LLS

TO BE I NVOLVED AT EVERY LEVEL - IN I NDUSTRY, IN

THE CIVIL SERVICE, | N COWERCE, |N EDUCATION, IN

THE HEALTH SERVI CES ETC. - |IN THE BU LDI NG OF A

HON- RACI AL AND DEMOCRATI C SOUTH AFRI CA.

I T HAS BEEN ACCEPTED BY ALL THE PARTI Cl PANTS I N THE CODESA
NEGOTI ATI ONS THAT ELECTI ONS TO THE CONSTI TUENT ASSEMBLY
HH CH |IT IS HOPED, WLL BE IN PLACE BY THE END CF TH S
YEAR SHOULD BE ON A PROPORTI ONAL REPRESENTATI ON. THAT
MEANS THAT WHEN THE ELECTI ONS TAKE PLACE THE PCLI Tl CAL
PARTY THAT HAS GAI NED THE HI GHEST NUMBER OF VOTES AT THE
ELECTI ON W LL BE REPRESENTED AT THE CONSTI TUENT' ASSEMBLY
| H PROPORTI ON TO THE VOTES I T HAS HAD;, AND | X POLI Tl CAL
PARTY THAT HAS ATTRACTED A SMALL NUMBER OF VOTES HI LL BE
REPRESENTED ACCORDI HAY.
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I T 1S CLEAR THEREFORE THAT I N ORDER TO ENSURE " THAT THE
POLI CI ES OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS AS ENSHRI NED

I N THE FREEDOM CHARTER ARE TO BE I N THE NEH CONSTI TUTI ON
FOR SOUTH AFRI CA THE ANC MJUST HAVE A MASSI VE SUPPORT OF

THE ELECTORATE. | N PRACTI CAL TERHS THAT HEAMS THAT THE
PRESENT MEMBERSHI P OF THE AHC HUST GO ALL OQUT TO RECRUI T

ON A Bl G SCALE HEHBERSHI P | NTO THE ANC, BECAUSE I T IS ONLY
SUCH MASSI VE MEMBERSHI P THAT HI LL ENABLE THE | NFLUENCE

OF THE ORGANI SATI ON TO REACH OUT TO MJCH HI DER Cl RCLES

OF THE POPULATI ON.

THI'S TASK CANNCT BE DELAYED. | T HAS GOT TO RECEI VE

ATTENTI ON Rl GHT NOW BECAUSE | F THE | NTERI M GOVERNVENT WHOSE
TASK |'S TEMPORARY AND LIMTED |I'S SET UP I N THE COURSE.

SAY, OF THE NEXT THREE HONTHS THE ELECTI ONS FOR A

CONSTI TUEHT ASSEMBLY CAN BE EXPECTED TO TAKE PLACE BY EARLY
NEXT YEAR

THE TASK TO | NCREASE THE HEHBERSH P OF THE ANC FALLS LARGELY
ON THE SHOULDERS COF OUR YOUTH AND HE CALL UPCH THEM THAT
FROH THI' S RALLY THEY SHOULD GO OQUT TO THE PEOPLE | N RURAL
AND URBAN AREAS TO RECRU T THEH | NTO THE AHC. AS THEY

DO SO THEY W LL ALSO BE CARRYI NG THE MESSAGE OF THE AHC

TO ALL THE CORNERS OF OUR COUNTRY.
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I T HUST BE CLEAR TO ALL OF US THAT DURI NG THE PERI OD OF
APARTHEI D M LLI ONS AND |’ I I LLI OHS OF- THE OPPRESSED HERE DENI ED
EDUCATI ON AND THE ACQUI SI TI ON OF SKILLS. WTH THE

ESTABLI SHMENT OF A UNI TED HOH RACI AL, NONSEXI ST DEMOCRATI C
SCQUTH AFRI CA THERE IS GO NG TO BE A GRAVE SHORTAGE OF PEOPLE
W TH THE NECESSARY SKI LLS TO BE EMPLOYED I N THE VARI QUS

. SPHERES OF THE ECONOWY, THE ClI VI L SERVI CE ETC.

AGAIN HE CALL UPON OUR YOQUTH, UPON OUR TEACHERS AND EDUCATORS
TO DO ALL I N THEI R PONER TO MAKE EDUCATI OH ACCESSI BLE TO
ALL. OUR EDUCATEQ || STS AND TEACHERS SHOULD COUNSEL THE
STUDENT S PRESEHTLY AT SCHOOLS TO FOLLOW ALL LINES OF SKILLS
PROVI DED I N THE COUNTRY’ S TECHNI KONS AHD UNI VERSI TI ES.

| F OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR EMPLOYMENT ARE TO BE CREATED THERE

MUST BE AN EXPANSI ON AND GROMH OF THE ECONOWY, AND THESE

. ARE GO NG TO REQUI RE ON AN EVER | NCREASI NG SCALE SKI LLED
PERSONELL. IF THI' S DOES NOT HAPPEN THE COUNTRY HI LL REHAI H
FOR A LONG TI ME W TH SHORTACE OF HOUSES AND GENERAL POVERTY.
THE COUNTRY WLL NOT BE IN A PCSI TION TO CO -1 PERE WTH H GH
TECHNI QUE | NDUSTRI ES | N THE ADVANCED COUNTRI ES.

THE ANC |’ 1 UST HOVE AHAY EVEN I N THI' S TRANSI TI ONAL PERI OD
FROM THE POLI Cl ES OF RESI STANCE TO THOSE THAT SEEK TO G VE
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LEADERSHI P | N THE CREATI ON FOR A NEW DEMOCRATI C SOUTH AFRI CA.
AVANDLA



