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Subject: Intermational Conference on omen 2nd Apartheid
Date: 1?“4'{§*May 1982
Venue: Brussels

Delegates:Cdes .Ge Shope, Ve
G, Mtungwa, Jo Dipale. The delegation was led by comrade G. Shopce

i

feinbecrg, I's Ginwala, i. lMotsepe, J. Boom,

The Internationsl Conference on Vomen and /Apartheid was precegded by a preparat-
ory meeting held in Brussels from 26th to 27th January 1982 The ANC TTonmen's
Section was reprecented by comrades” IF, Ginwala and Re lMotsepew -

The Conference was conceived by its sponsors as 2n attempt- to engape a wide
degree of suppdrt fron ‘estern Europe. To succeed in this, snything controversial
was being'nﬁéided,:nnd on a number of occasions we were told thot "politics"

should not be brought in!

As a résult, nany of the initijial drﬂffs preparad hy the Eecretﬂriat‘went_back
to UN positions of ~ decade ago, and it waé difficult to secure aﬁy advance or
refercnce to so~callied "political" iscucs., Tho represantativés of the Frontline
states; SWAPO and the ANC who were on the drafting connittee shared this canéern.
The delegation of the USSR which wes not on the drafting comittee also
diséuséed the mattor'wifh USe

The flnal docvﬂﬂnts fnll short of evcrythlng-we might have liPed but repreuent

the nﬂxlmum we could hchleve and qtlll obtain n consengus.

_The.matter.cf having Socuth Africal's militarisation referred -to the Specizl. . .
Session-an-Disﬂrnament was finally resclved cn the bapis that the President was
sendinﬂ a messege to the Session expressing the view of the Cnnference th;t the

tter sheuld be Jlscussed there. 32ven this vies on_y cbtained after =2 great
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deal of persistence and pressure fror the ANC,

1Similar1y, it ves nﬂt possihle to ﬂbtain 2 cnﬁdeﬁqqtiﬂ. of . anllaboratarg_whiqh

nﬁued the cﬂuntﬂles involved (See sectlon on Declaration),

As part:of the attempt tc keep pelitics out, no ro solutions were taken, The:
_resolution on Namibiz was agreed, ﬂnly, becﬂuse SUAPC denanded inclusion of its

reuuests in the Declqratiﬂn, and the resolutiﬂn was secn as 2 comnnomlse.

The response to the sponsors invitations to ""personalities' was greater than

b éxpected, and as a result there was no discussion by the participants, the
alloted time being taken up entirely by listﬂning'ﬁﬂ-prepared st=2temnents.
Discussion was therefore confined to the corridors and the drafting comrittee,
This caused 2 great deal of dissatisfaction especially among the 1HG0s., Even
"though the proposals for sction were presented as o ""report” of the drﬂfting
committee, the plenary refused to receive or aporove them without the opvortunity

to read and consider then.




The NGOs werz very dissatisfied at the Conference organisation, at the failure to
allow them tine to speak, and the attcnpt to kecp political issues out. They

expressed sone of this in the attached Docunent C,

At the end of the nroccedings the Conference anproved the following!
1, Declaration
| 2 Smecial Resolution on Nan1bia
| 3 Repﬂrt of thoLDr-ftlng'Comnittee

Declaration

This Dcclaration was prﬁsented ne a statement by the President of the Conferoence,
-.and was not presentced. to or -digcusscd 1n the drhktinﬂ'Cnﬁwittee. e were tola
Mne Cisse was.consulting with the partlclpnnts. The Liberntiﬂn'Moyéments wdre
consulted only an hour before the Declaration was to be.presented.tq,the plenary.
Ve understmad from the USSR delegation that the nenbers cof thg Internﬁtlﬁnal

Conni ttee werce nﬂt cnﬁsulted at 311

Eowever, the ANC did manage to make an- 1nput nt an eorly stage, Béforc Mr., Reddy
~finalised the draft given to lkne ClES e, sonc suggestions nade by us wn.re___L
incorporated: this inclu?ed rcfercnce to hp“rtheld being o crine and not jumt an
"affront" to the conscience, and refcrence to tae legitinacy of our struggle. At
this stage we werce also able to 1nclude condermation of colla bnrfting governnents
(in addition ta nulslnntionals) and a specific reforcncu to the US whlch read
"exproesses pﬂrticulaf concem af the‘actlnns of the proesent United States adnin-
istration in cstablishing closer links with and protecting the apartheid regine

from . intermational action',

As the final docuncnt shows, aftcer Mme Cisse consulted with persons unknown, all
reference to the Reapan adnministretion was deleted, but the general condermetion

of governnents was retained,

When it becbme clear thqt the frnntline stﬂtes wers nct belnp'consulted the ANC
gave the Angolan duleg tion n ccpy of the draft we had obtﬁlneﬂ ﬂﬁd they succcss—

fully manngéﬁ*fﬁ‘introduce paragraphs condeérnning South African agercssion,

waevex, ””APC dld not follow up the “atter, and ns a result had to rﬁ 'e their
dissatlsfﬂctiop with the Doclaration at the plenary, r&su1t1n9'1n the.Speﬂial

Resolution,

Ro rtlpi_the Draftinge Conri ttee

g;tgrfconsidernbl;-discussinn, the docunent includes = general. section. which, covers
the '"politica'" and includes a denand for mandatory sanctions, .The rcst of the

Docunent includes proposals for action. All ANC suggeatiogs_ﬁere;incnrporgged-




. A

The problens in getting the report accepted by the plenary, and the dissatisfation
of the NGCs ney prove a handicgp when it cones to inplencntation, Attention is
drawn to the following: '
1. Confecrence confirned recognition of August 9th as the International Déy of
solidarity with the Strugrlc of Voncn of Scuth Africa and Namibia, It is
- ijmportant that this day be now conmenorated, even in arcas where there is no

ANC wonen's section,

2. The Intcrnational Conmnittee's role is not coniined to nublicieing our projects,
but activcly soliciting support, It is thereforc inportaent to naintain regular
liaison with it., A rcgular correspondence with I'me Cisse is thercfore sugpest-
ed, perhans beginning with 2 letter of appreciation for her role as President

of the Confcrance.

3., The Intcrnational Comnittec is to be strengthenced in-nunmbers, The ANC should
try and influcnce the sdeetion of adlitional ncmbers, which is being done in
consultation with sclidarity nevenents, In addition we should try and ensure
that our fricnds on the Connittee arc active, so that the additional nenbers

don't weaken it nolitically.

4, There is a rocernendation about UN and QAU ~rrenging for the public collection
of funds for the liberation rovenents., This probably neans distribution ecual-

ly to recognisced novenents, The ANC rescervation on ncw UM funds was nade known,

In this conncetion, it was rcported that a public collection in Nigeria had
raised nmillions of pounds(£11n & 20n were variously nentioned) which had been
given to the liberation rovencntse. Attention of Treasury should be drawn to

this, tc cnsure that we get our share,

5, Ve succeceded in leaving thce question of an ecmblen cren, It is suggested that
our cadros be asked to procduce designs as soon as possible, and not wait to be
invited by the UN, The 1955 enmblen should renain that of the ANC, ancd the new

one should corbine the notion of intornational sclidarity with cur resistance,

6., Therec is a provisicn for assistance to wonen's scctions of nnticnal liberation
novanents to enable then to participate fuliy in mecetings, seninars,
conferences ~nd so on., This should be followed up, UNESCO already has a-
participation fund which provides for travel ctc., and we should use this, as

well as work for other assistance,

But we will only be able to utilise this, if the rovenent is itself committed

to the idea of including wonmen in delegations, in order to provide then with

the experience and training,
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7; Therelafp a‘fery large numbeffof.prcpﬂénls, ﬁfi:of whicﬁwﬁéed to be followed
up. the follow up is not snlely the resnnnslbility af tho wamen s sections
but of the entire mﬁvenﬁnt.'_ﬁll solidarity ﬁgveuents fiood 6" bo approached
for a.fmllaw up, as well ns gﬁvernmtnts 2nd variou 1nternationa1 aﬂencl Se
The document should thercfore be circulated by us to all offices and sections
of the novenent, asking then to follow up action, and robilise their areas.
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| .Durlng the Conlerence , the T'olland Cotmtttee anproached comrade C. Shope

and acked hep if she would be willing $o0 #o to Hblland in.order to hold a

‘-meetlng with them on 21 f “dy 1982.. She was accompanied by comrade.

R, Motsepe. After arriving in Holland they were bricfed on the kind of ques
iong to expect at the meeting the following doy. The neeting was arranged

by “he Tollﬂnd Counlttoe for all +the organisations which received.our prn;—
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Docunent C 18 May 1982

The NGOs were asking whether the would have a say in the Drafting Comnittee
for the final declaration.

They want a representation of the NGOs in this drafting connittee,
cspecially that this Conference is organized for the NGOs,

They want that final resclutions or declarations will be read in plenary
session beforce the end of the Conference,

They want to vote upon possible resolutions and nention that resolutions
withcut voting arc no resolutions,

They feel the necessity to bring in their own view in order to give a greater
inportance to this International Conference. f necessary they want to draft
their own resolutions,

They are astonishcd that several governnents which were invited to this
Conference have no representatives in their seats. They deplorc that they were

not inforned about which governnents were invitoed, otherwisc they would have
lobbied the authority of their country,

During the official specches wonen werc considered as being nothers or housce
wives, although a growing percentage of wonen workers arce active in the tracde
unions in Southcrn Africa.

They also resrcet that the docunents available at this conferonce concerning
wonen workers were outdated, Sone of these NGOs have nere recent figures »nd
statistics -

The NGOs present want to come to new types of zctions in order to have a stronger
influence on one hand, on their governnents, and on the other hand on the inteore-
national political and econcnic forun, They want to search for new and differont
ways to give support to the liberation rmovements, They also want to reach nore
diff crent proups of wonen who can support the gane goals. Sone NGOs noticed that
their exists an intermational platforn 1C5/:, working on apartheid, but this
platforn recognizes only 2 of the 3 internationally recocnized liberation
novenents,

If at the end of this Conference there will be a resoluticn or a declaration,
the NGOs want to include certain issucs which arc often forgotten tec be mentioned,
50 for instance: the oil boycott, the support for the United Nations International
Year of Sactions apninst /Apartheid, and the econonic boycott in general,

The NGOs will draft a list of their priorities to be taken into consideration
by the Bureau of this Confercence for the drafting of the final dccunent.

The N&Os ask for solidarity with the African people who will be judged on 28
Kay in South /frica., They also ask solidarity for an anti-apartheid movenent in
Gernany which will be taken to court because they nmarched and denonstrated

against aparthcid

Sone of the wonmen movenents, in contradiction with the anti-apartheid novenents,
regret that other black opposition rnovenents in South /.frica weore not invi ted ot
this Confercnce. The wonmen novenents have a2 need for rore infornation and up
till now they did not give much attention to this problen and arce not as well
inforned as the anti-apartheid novenents,.




