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SQUTH AFRI CA' S WHI | E BOURGEO S PARTI ES

| would |ike to say sonet hing on the question of the

white bourgeois political parties in South Africa. A South
African white journalist was reported recently to have de-
clared on BRD tel evision that the Boers had al ways been agai nst
i mperialism Had the EQSEE t hensel ves not fought against
British inperialist dom nation?

Now, of course, this inmage of the brave Boer - synbolized

by his Opposition to British hegenony in the Boer \War of
tagsxiap at the turn of this century when he did; in fact play
a progressive role - is just not true when the history of Boer
nationalismis | ooked at overall. _ Already in the first half
of the 1920’ s, when the Boers took over the reigns of govern-
ment of the xxxxxxini union of South Africa, then a saxaai X
eem -colony of Britain, in partnership with white |abour, the
:'itiuh -nperialist inter sts was cm (lbis

' aken he Boer

conprom s-f’

nati on- he Party heao-o oy Botha and Snmuts who were

accused of being stooges of British inperialismand the British-
dom nated mning industry. Already before the 1924 :1 Genera
El ection, in order to ensure that British inperialismkn did
not Xni nxfxxnxl xxh put up a consequent fight against them the
nationalists in their election prepaganda had assured thus:

all those who m ght be nervous zhnui xx at the pr0O3pect of a
Boer governmmnt taking over from Snuts who had formerly been
regarded by British inperialist circles as the safest represen-
tative of their interests in the sub-continent, that they had
no intention of nationalizing the nmining industry or of chan-
ging the political relationship to Great Britain during the
exi stence O that government, kxnx in other words, they had

no intention of building a denobcratic republic.

Wthout nationalizing the mning industry - it will be remem
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bered that the mning industry at this tinme conpletely dom na-
ted the econony of South Africa and still to a great extent
its politics - it was, of course, pure hypocrisy to project
thensel ves as anti-inperialists which the Boers continaed to
don, mainly in order the mslead the white workers and snal
bour geoi s el enents anongst the white pepul ation, as also the
s bl ack peQpl e.

The Bl ack peOple, eSpecially at this time the Africans

and I ndi ans, agai nst whom t he so-call ed Pact government began
to take various neasures in order to reap sone of the profits
of the super-eXploitation systenirected by British inperia-
in the sub-continent in the previous decades, realised in the
aftermath of the 1924 election that the Boer: ruling class,
in spite of a their anth-imerialist elo anizing,

wrwmi anst system and

denocratising South Africa. The Boers, deepite their brave
wor ds, becane the agents of international inperialism It

is true that there were Contradictions between Boer end es-
pecially British inperialisnmpand British inperialist cir-
cles did not |ike, though they were forced to accept’tarious
steps taken by the Pact which attenpted to re-align and to
extend col onial dom nation of SQuth Africa s black peoyle

so as to build their own econom c influence and to slowxly
zni erode the dominating position of British capital.

In this period the Boer nationalists were not able to

achi eve much though they began to take certain steps which
laid the basis for future deVel Cpnents in South Africa.

Apart fromtheir extension of the colonial system of dom na-
tion, they began to build a seni-state sectar and to devel oP
trading and other relationships with inperialist states
other than Britain, notably Germany and the USA. At the
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same time, aided by thei control of thznPovernment, they

6v

tackl ed the question of building ugi %er capital;

e, _.i

At the Opening of the 2. Wrld War Smuts was agai n back

in power. A section of the Nationalists, headed by HertzQg,
hz&<axi nnxxxaxsxnakkknmxf uxndxnkth taking to a | ogi cal con-
clusion their conpromse with British inmperialism had a few
years earlier fused with Snuts's party, but :mii Boer na-
tionalist section in Opposition to Snmuts existed and after
the war won the all-white election of 1948. EVer since that
date the Nationalist Party has held the reigns of government.
Apart fromextending its power throughQut the whole state
machi nery, it has used this position to build substantially
the econom c power of Boer capitalieha. It has extended the
state and sem -state sector which is closely allied to Boer
capital and it has helped the growh of private Boer capita
by giving it assistance in various ways, for eg., by the
grant of governnent contracts, as well as by substantial aid
fromstate funds to the white farmer-landlords, the majority
of whom are Boers and nenbers of the Nationalist ?arty, and a
section of whom have gone into comrerce and i ndustry with
capital accunulated in the farm ng sector. Boer capitalism
has reached its nmonOpoly stage and there has begun a clear
and inevitable ner ing of Boer with t itish ?ish-

oreign

Speaki ng xpi xcapita xxxxxnsxs and ot her kngnxkzi knt nonOpol y
capstal .

In the period after 1948 state nonCpoly capitalism has

devel oped and today we are able to define a nilitaryhindustria
conpl ex along the lines of develOpments in the big inperialist
states. Such a devel Opnent is inevitable in the face of the
trenendous contradi ctions which exist in all the inperialist
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3:32;: hnkxxa and, above all, in South Africa which, tnxnmxn;
may; on the economc level, is not a highly-devel oped inperi a-

list state, has to develOp sonme of the political techniques
of the nore devel oped states, because the ruling class attenpts
to maintain a system of vicious colonial exploitation under
conditions where a black working classxgs-ggt;;ghgh:(;n Spite
of the ravages of the mgratory |abour systemt and ot her
,strata of the black pOpulation, influenced by internal develOp-
nents as well as the change in the international bal ance of
.forces, are firmy Qpposed to the brute dom nation which they
face.
Today, the Nationalist Party; headed by Prem er Vorster,
is the party of the Boer ruling class, a nonOpoly bourgeoisie
which acts as the agent, in Spite of the contradictions which
exist, of international inperialismand who are gradually,
on the economic level, nerging with it; Perhgps nmore so than
ever in the past, the international inperialists see the South
African ruling class as a bastion of their econonmc and stra-
tegic interests in Southern Africa and in the related terri-
Aa& 29,h , tories and areas. ZrAlso within the Nationalist Party are at
consi derabl e section of the farners, though a section of the
farnmers support the United Party, fornerly the party of Smuta,
now headed by Sir de Villiers-Gaaff. The Boer workers and
enpl hyees of various sorts, including a substantial nunber
who work in state or senb-state undertakings, also support the
Nati onal i st Party, having been hoodw nked by x nationali st
raci st proPaganda, and bribed by a part of the enornous super-
profits won fromthe eXploitation of black |abour, as well as
by the fact that so many of themare sunmmxu directly
or indirectly state enpl oyees; The United Party still repre-
sents essentially British inperialist interests and Engli sh-



-5-

Speaki ng South African capitalists which are closely related to
each other. A section of the | andowners support this party

and al so the greater part of the English-Speaking white workers.
Anot her white bourgeois party, still small but of sone

i mportance, is the Progressive Party. No research has, as yet,
been done on this Party so | can only nmake sonme suggestions as
to the interests its represents.

It is wellxknown that Harry Oppenheinmer, the South African

m ning magnate, closely allied with British inperialist capital,
was a | eading personality behind the formation of this party.
The Progressive Party, which stands, above all, on a pl gEorm

of an extensioh of the franchise to a linmted section of the

bl ack pQpul ati on, has grown out of the tremendous contradictions
in South African socieg, eSpecially, as seen on the politica

| evel, the ever-maturing Qpposition of the bladk peQple to the
apartheid system British and Engli sh-Speaking South African
.capital foresee the possibility of using this Party to head-off
this Opposition. ' At the same time, the Progressive ?arty re-
presents the genuine interests of a section of the ruling class
whi ch has a consi derahl e stake in secondary industry and which
finds the apartheid system though enabling it to reap enornous
profits from super-exploitation of black |abour, a brfakton 3h
rati onal devel oPnent -of the econony by keeping the black mxkxn
HEI EEI XIt ht hEl I | workers who formthe great najority of the
wga$i ngzgi 3: s, $ai ghcggsgd%h3Eiiied, and m grant and | ow paid,
thus preventi it fromtaking advantahe of the technical-scien-
tific revolution as well as restrictingth the internal narket for
manuf act ured productsh sb-puttiag_a tzenpa&eas- brake-en-the
"e-.t VA I-. iV In

tj' this connection, it is to be renmenbered, that Oppenhhinmer kn
not a:Van
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hi nsel f has gone on a big scale into the non-mning sectors of
the econony and thus has a certain interest fhowever, | believe,
yet limted, though this may changqg/in/ %e fac? of a nore
serious threat to his interest fhhn exists at present fromthe
si de of the baack pQpul ation:j;; seeing certain changes in the
present system of col onial eXploitation3

Thank you for your attention.



