
S i S S S PSRN BTN e et A TR A O VL SR A RSN e St s 

20A THE CHARLOTTE OBSERVER Sunday, March 21, 1993 -« - 

APaad 3 3 2 

  

Pact aims to stop vmlence 
at South Africa rallies 
ANC rival to commemorate massacre 
By TOM COHEN 
Associated Press 

: Johannesburg, kfllmg 69 people 

  
e 

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa 
— Rival black groups signed an 
agreement Saturday aimed at pre- 
venting violence when they com-. 
‘memorate the Sharpevrlle massa- 
cre of 1960. ; 

Both the Afri- 
can National 
Congress and_ 
Inkatha Free- 
dom Party, 
‘South Africa’s 
main black 
groyps, planned 
Shdrpeville Day 
rallies today in’ 
black townships 
near Johannes 
burg. Buthelezn 

A power KT 
stru%gle betweéen - the ANC and 
Inkatha has killed thousands of 

   

" people and hindered talks on end- " - 
ing white minority rule. Last year, 
several assaults after Inkatha and 
ANC rallies on Sharpeville Day left - 
seven people injured. —.movie . 

Today is the 33rd anniversary of 
the Sharpevillé massacre, when 
police opened fire on an unarmed 

" crowd in the townshlp south of 

    
    
   

  

    

        

   
        

Inkatha leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi "was scheduled to ad- 
dress a rally in the Vosloorus 
township today. The ANC planned 
several rallies, including one .in 
nearby Katlehong. 

The negotiations to create a 
multiracial government involve the 

- white government, the ANC, Inka- 
“tha and other groups. ‘They re- 

¢ sumed recently, and the ANC and 
Inkatha are talking about a possi- 
ble summit between Buthelezi and 
"ANC leader Nelson Mandela 

...... 

Meanwhile, a congress of the 
~opposition Conservatlve Party 
passed a resolution saying that if a 

. newgovernment deprives white, 
“people of their political autonomy, - 
“the party will regard lt as an act of 
war 

“On Saturday, representatlves of 
the ANC, Inkatha and the South 
African pohce and military signed 

-a plan calling for tolerance and 
-restraint_on Sharpeville Day and 
.outlining march routes and rally 
times aimed at preventing conflict. 

It calls for police and soldiers to 
take part in patrols. U.N. observers 
also were to monitor events. 
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fiPR“E»TO_RFI'A. —3 «"-;R'e>tivr'éd 
'Army Lieutenant-General: 
-Koos Bisschoff is to head a " 
‘Conservative Party-initi::xt-f 3 

0 ‘ed -~ ‘““mobilisation” 
‘rightwing forces. 

- . The former Army Chief of 
‘Staff: Planning was ‘appointed 
after a- mass meeting in Pre- 
toria yesterday, but immedi- 
ately stressed that he was 
“not party-politically motivat-- 
ed” and that the mobilisation 
operation would be “peaceful 
and legal”. 
_CP“spokesman :Dr ,Pi:eter_; 

that Mulder told Weekend Argus _ 
the. mobilisation would include 
certain “self-defence services”, 
but said the campai n -was .not - 
tantamount to a revolt. © . .. - 

obilisat 
l’ Mobil_isatibn of rightwing forces to. oppose 
majority rule was backed by a former Chief of 

Staff, Lieutenant-General Koos Bisschoff, at a 
meeting in Pretoria yesterday. The general - 
agreed to head what he said would be a - 
“peaceful and legal“ group. it 

  

BRENDAN SEERY, Weekend Argus Correspondent 

right to grassroots level and’ 
" would cut across party lines” to 
unite people opposed to the 
ANC’s plans for a unitary, major- 
[ity-rule state. 

Dr Mulder said the CP would 
be only one.component of a loose 
alliance of white trade unions, 
cultural ‘bodies and agricultural 
organisations. If the CP’s plans 
bore fruit, the alliance would, 
ironically, probably look similar 
to the tripartite gro_ug‘gxgpof the 

sl o 

At the mobilisation meeting, 
which was attended by hundre 
of delegates, including people 
from outside CP ranks, 18 differ- 
ent areas of society were 'identi- 

. fied as places for the new move- 
ment to “build its power base”, 

- said Dr Mulder. 

Representatives were elected 
for each of these areas. - 

General Bisschoff said he had 
- become involved because she be- : 
lieved the “core values of the 

=1/3(124 %7 

volk” — including Christianity; 
democracy and the capitalist free 
market system — were under 
threat. i e 

- “The kernel of democracy lies 
not in the will of the majority,’ 
but in the freedom of people and 
nations,” he added. R 

The CP followed the mobilisa- 
tion meeting with its annual con- 

-gress at which it also celebrated 
~ the 11th anniversary of its forma- 
tion. : 

A constant theme.at the con- 
gress was the alleged partisan 
nature !of the SABC, as well as 
the print media, with one discus- 
sion point put in by the Natal 
branch of the party accusing the 
media of “blatantly promoting 
the ANC/SACP whilst at the 

- same time disparaging or sup- 
pressing the viewpoint of. the 
CP”: : i 

  

- Mobilisation, he said, would “go 
g, Forey X% 

ANC, Cosatu and the 

  R  
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Like-minded groups will dominate the PF meeting erteSKalzerNyatsuntb_a_ ,_ 
gry 

ot all is well with the Front 
OR a while in the past two, “Afier all, a5 the’ ANC has often ".-weeks it "Jooked agf&tomg pointed out, those it considered. its _the Patriotic Front'confer. alles within Codesa had also at- 

: ia,;  tended the launch, and consequent- ference were taken at an hotel in ganisation — ; i 

; & ik 
, on — and Azapo when it -only by the resolutions ado ted 

by s o e FF5s . fohannesburg lagt Week, atameet- finally joins negotiations — will. there, but also by the quality of 
i ‘opened between,  d. that the “broad PFY. 0 dis. it Gogaaed ouly by the ANC and  make sironger alis for: the"ANC: ;. the organisations attending t.. 
the ANC and the Pan Africanist! tinguish it from R LS REE  Wa dhat mosting bk B ‘“‘;-,‘.;‘;-“:;f‘_‘“xff°m& ided into . JOF it matters little to have an 
Congress latelastyeari e N . fi_n Mtl"d""' cided, among other things, that three o e the OGE: lea?eus ofma:a "t'h?é PF, fdm;zei: : ccmoga:g:upgigut:si’emc m;g AoiG president Nelson Madnddreelsas A‘rfi?i?:g:s__Grofip le.g ""tioxls, if they lack . the capacity to 

Durban’l’llnbngis‘g'go.__’ s egotiations, speculation g deliver the keynote a by the Inkatha Freedom Party, the: :help implement -them .or their 

-negotiations, speculation griew- e : I 'bolder: (B R B e o 5 agEived, Maw .70 Mot Briad by the ANC;:  ‘voices do not. add weight to the 
0 G R dela can do that, says: the Afri- and the G P .» 
b B v i canist i but PAC Government standing on i L o S LA S 

broon jpLservers suggested o e RS e - MO8 AN wotid no foubthe * . A meaningful unity or front is 
PAC"andpoasibly.themmg' e e also be accorded an opportunity to PACson ety RN (50t bie which: Involves ‘already ple’s Organisation (Azapo) — which ~ address the gathering. -~ . PACSonitsside. iminate . Lke-minded organisations trying to 
— : : % hip " And to this the ANC says no, ac- ‘Notjw would that elxminate:{j,' curry ‘the favour of ‘the .big one . 
of the PFonly days' before. the cording to PAC sources. . for the' ANC the worry about snip- “in their midst who might one day 
launch —could enter‘into sorne Although the PAC was still froth-  ing from the touchlines by the PAC “be'in a position to dish-out goodies 
kind of ap’ on‘pact “to avoid ing at the mouth . and ‘Azapo, but it would also. . to those who stood by it when it 
di "iéelec“ “@l- ‘yoter. i 1t s nal e strengthen the ANC’s hand on some; - ‘neededallies. ‘- . . . i 

» ’ ‘ 'anngm obper emvot?wm unning j ei, isstl:eson which these three organi- - Instead, it is the one which in- 

then th PP — wisi sk way ahead of developme ls.Asnn-I end to ‘ -Satlons agree — and there :fe.;, volves adversaries or organisations 

totce then. the PF — whiciyhas blicised events this week con. to the conference. Should the or- - many such issues, despite the.well- ‘which differ with oge sty s 

ttered on“the brink of collapse! z:m, much arguing and twist ganisation reconsider that position,  known differences. who, for some greater common 

— has by and large existed only\jn, XM mud arguing and arm-twist- the Lenasia conference will be d s insi . agre to- ' diffe 

; malned:to: be-done, ar : ‘nothing more than yet another ml;ems th:xtp :!aleini’% Sfigu?dsblema’l‘-‘ : cquse,aiggre:n;o 4 theti':. gulf:flfr- 

weilly bee ninlediavrefreporls,tit.&fs Pi ersy a8 e B gathermg.oflheANCandxtsallia. _ _|owed. to attend mu]fi.party_:'nego. 4 f!'ont would inc]udeperasocia] _profes- 

v C’sycotéfie = an;erencetfil: e g before the ‘confer- While it could be argued that - Uations, regardless of the activi- Sional, church and sports organisa- 

: oterie of allies withi 1 o ence, tiy ironed that alliance has_ a better-than-av-  tieg of its armed wing, the Azan- _ tions, but, ‘moreimportantly, it 

de:r.at,s mostly- homeland. govern- lerences withtbeAN(iJ, gfimmgfim"g&afl lanAl::op let’iel.iberatipno?rg yLena wol;xlugl‘als?;invo]ve tthg!e.il.le.}go rtat:t 

ments and tricameral parliamen- unsure whether or not it . W U tne. Iy  ia .80, the success of the Lena- - po Yers on the Left, ‘nota- 
tary parties. g mn;?m ; ttends. S Is also true that the Africanist or-  sia conference i be gauged not * bly the ANC, the PAC and Azapo, 0 

But when the PAC accepted an At the centre of ‘the row is the e 
: : 

invitation to a caucus. meeting of  Status of the organisations attend- o the ANC's “Codesa allies” ‘during' - ing the conference, and the role of the recent multiparty preparato-. these organisations:in'arranging &L Sonference at the World Trade| the conference:, . '/« . ;.- Centre, observers were quick to' .; The P AC feels the ANC has ex- suggest that perhaps. the PF —  ‘pluded it in organising' the: con- the Patriotic. United:Front| J#rence, in i -- b 'dead after 

Ay 

 



Election timetable be 

| = Setback: with 

| multiparty negotiations about to 

\ resume, the Government 
is 

hinting that noncacial elections 

1ace later than 
  

ment would be held by the end of next year. 

This represents 4 shift from the ariginal 

timetable for reform speit out by State Presi- 

jent ¥ W de Klerk late jast year and repeated 

again when he opened parliament this year 

De Kierk had proposed clections for ap M- 

terim gm;erument and constitution-ma
king 

e i} pexi year. , 
  

‘ expected. e 

THE election timetable is slipping as the Gov- 

ernment hinted this week that polling might 

| not take place by March or April next year 4s 

first scheduled. 

This week Minisier of Constitutional De- 

velopment told a Cape Town audience that ihe 

| ections should 

| of wext year. He said they were jikely to be 

  

held in the first half of pext year 
irs Pik Hotha 

| i The Ciintop.admisstration 
W Washwgion 

ihis week that eledfions foc v fwmflwefl
r 

| * And Minister of Foreige Affairs 

B 

y 

e held niot tater Uhan the end . 
" tonally betind schecule He propesed 

Diplomatic and politica S 

week they suspected that March or April next 

year was aw over-ambiticus target n View of 

the complex negotiations that still ke ahead as 

well as the enormous task of organsing the 

elections and registering millions of voters 

without identity document
s 

De Klerk's tunetable is at present only frac- 

' _ 
the start 

of multilateral negotiations by the end ol 

March - in faet thiey are due to start enly one 

, day late on Aprikt affér inb planning meeting: 

- of th past few wbeks. 

R o i o~ 

hind schedule 
Bul there is growing scepticism {hat the ne- 

otiations can keep o other parts of the iffie 

1able, notahly av agreement on 4 transitional 

constitution, Transitional Execulive Council, 

and Electoral Commuss
ion by the end of May. - 

This would inveive setfling thorny issues o= 

such as pawgq_—sharhg and regional govert o 

¢ gent i only twao ynonths. 

— been considerable coavergence 
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hetween the 

issues, notably 2 prope 

National Unily lasting five ¥ 

gional powers 0 be finalised 

constitution nakin
g hody. 

3 

Another major factor that could hoid up De g 

timetable is conlinuing jtical vio- 

Jenoe and the absence of free pofitical partici- 

pation De Kierk proposed io his & e 

ihat this would be ac 3 r, but an 

upsurge in "viclence especiably 10 MNatai this 

' year threatens to del 
. 

ay s pruzrammei 
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A powerful 
electoral 
body will 
soon be 
making 
important 
decisions 
affecting 

SCAR DHLOMO 
  

  

all South 
Africans. 

going to 
serve on 
£ i ! 
& 

CARMEL 
RICKARD 1 e V & el reporls AN FREDERIN WAM o B P, s IVL SLABBER] 

DESMOND TUTU SHEENA DUNCAN : e i ‘ ’1 4 

r{ * 
     



s representatives e 

in the opposite dir 
ir Haswell and Mr 

; 
| 

; 
| e 
H 

  

r: Plorre {;rgjfi whao j%ned the }.xc ; 

b | 
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but accord ; 
drawn up :t” 

oelK ina bxd to curb guthl 
m ‘detention. 

In 2 document circulat- 
ed to local remnu dhpuu 

commiitees, 
alMJABestcrofthePw 
fice-Hoard has pro a 

systern based on the Brit- 
ish Metropolitan Police’s tabs proposal : o 

“Openb Door Method” (dme \ w;{ch:med by co - 

whereby commumity , . ba jcal 

leaders form a committee o um to m g’:’f.,.’,‘::‘w‘fy e org 
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THE PEAC 
MAKER- 
    

  
By BiLL KRIGE 

{ 
  

8Y day, Jacob Dlome is a Johannesburg bank messenger 
= bui 2fter work he is the architect of a pesce movement 
sweeping through the hated Reef hostel system, 

Al ted from adjacent communities and isolated by coils of 
‘¢, hostels have beer central to the violence which has 

3 an ¢ad in the past two years. 
ave been blamed for train violence, for taxi wars and, 

morderous forays into neighbourboods, of which the 
sacre last June was the worst : 

ut 50 hosteis in the Johannesburg area housing well 
men. Now the leaders at 32 of these grim relles of 

se signed a peace pledge, and moves to heal the ghastly 
ve beguo 

ut ;Z'g skills and courage of the 54-year-old messenger — 
or clerks at First National Bank’s Sranch at the corper 

streets —~ the homegrown peace initlative 

P LBt U s 

A humble 
y, the Jeppe 
ided they'd 

messenger 
succeeds In 
bringing 
warring 

mat and peacemaker, vol- hOStels : 

T e wme. tOgether 
the Jeppe man was asked, 
recounted  the Reverend 
Mvume Dandala of the 
Central Methodist Mission, 
a key player in the peace 
initiative, 

“If I'm to be killed for 
making peace it's better 
than being killed without 
owing what you are dy- 

" Mr Dlomo replied. 
¢ rarried the letter to 

the comgpound at Selby. 
[he Xhosa leadership was 
g0 irgpressed they smug- 
et Him G 

e a letier, a 
, 0 Selby 
e to deliver 

sason., Death 
f¢ and brutal 

win caught in the 
wman’s land of this 

stronghold. 

Diplomat 
Mr Dlomo, renowned in 

his remote Kwazulu vil 
lakanda as a diplo- 

at a neutral venue, 
“It was tense. You could 

cut the atmosphere with a 
knife but something was 
bu%lttth?rmhich will take 
a lot o aking down,” 
said Mr I)ammh:.g o . 

Mr Dilomo, a bald.inf,‘ 
angular man with highly 
polished black shoes and 
irousers that hang too 
short, doesn’t look like a 
hero and yet w thousands 
that’s what he is. 

They crowd around him 
in the street and even 
urching sing his praises 

ri€ refusey Lo take credit 

R T ] 

  

for getting the peace initia- 
ei;veg ral?&%g. Nor does he 

concede his diplomatic and 

oratory skills have helped 

give it a momentum which 

seems unstoppable. 
“It is not my duty to belp 

but, when circumstances 

cail, 1 have answered,” he 
said through an inter- 

nreter, QOthers, he Insists, 

have done as much. 
He singles out Mr Ger- 

man Miatsheni, his Xhosa 

counterpart at Selby, as "a 

man who gives me courage 

to go on. We are one in 
thought and we shares 

  
process succeed, have been 
kept at arm’s length. 

The South African Coun- 
cii of|Churches is involved 
0 the extent that it recom- 
mel Rev Dandala as a 
neytrpl chairman. Even 
this concession has been 
sccepted grudgingly at 
ma‘n‘gg hostels. 

“They told me: ‘We will 
speak to you but we want 
no etiucated people. We 
want | people who respect 
our integrity. We don’t 
want Eeo;;le ‘o dazzle us 
with their thoughts, " said 
Mr Dandala. ; 

  
  g g TR x 

whatever is happening”, 
The Rev Danga!s - “1 

am & Xhosa born at Mount 
Ayliff in Transkei but it has 
never been “held against 
me” — is more forthright. 

“Jacob Dlome may lack 
education but he {8 one of 
the clearest thinkers I 
know. He has the type of 
wisdom needed iu the par- 
fament of a pew South 
Africa. He is supremely 
eloguent, 

“Peopie don’t under- 
tand the Peace-Accord or 

Dispute Resolution, Com- 
mittees and he is-able to 
  TR 

g:t the ideass across in a 
autiful and flowery ver- 

nacular. ... It is not possi- 
ble to have peace in South 
Africa until we put it in the 
idioin people understand.” 

Suspicious 
Education is & sore point 

amaong the hostel residents, 
and :lhe? have expressly 
excluded scholars from the 
process they have begun. 

They are equally suspi- 
cious of the involvement of 
political parties, -and the 
ANC -and Inkatha, both 
deeply anxious that the 

e 

S0 what do they discuss? 
“Dlomo itells them we are 
drewn by the vision of 
what we can be and that 
we will revisit the past 
only to| try to find out 
where we went wrong. He 
says they are gathered as 
residents, not politicians, 
for it is! only a$ residents 
that they can take binding 
decisions,” he said. 

  

Mending relationships 
with fcn{xe:’ hostel inmates 
is one thing. Reintegratin 
them with terrorised aug 
damag i communities is 

But it is the effort to 
change hearts and minds 
which prdmises peace, 

“Since the start of the 
movement the difference 
has been noticeable,” said 
Jaceb Dlgme. “People are 
starting tb come together 
again. There is contact.” 

| 
| 

! 
i 
| | { 
1  



  
  

Strict US 
up cash fo 
STRINGENT accounting 

ements are slowmg 
rsal of US “democra 

cy” money to the ANC and 
the IFP, 

Responsible for ladlin 3328 
out the 310 million ( 
million) initially ap 
ated by Con, glress 

- help bg\e and other 
parties for demo- 
cratic elections is the US- 
SA Leadership Exchange 
Programune (Ussalep), a 
respected private group. 

Tty Washington-based 
director. Robin Hoen, 
admitted last week that it 
was having difficulty push- 
ing the money, which 
includes R1Z2-million for 
  

  

By SIMON BARBER 
Washington 

    

  
  

the ANC, out of the door to 
recipients. 

“It's going very slowly,” 
Mr Hoer: said, “because the 
f rpose is very restricted. 
t's hard to spend the mon- 

ey in accordance with the 
tatms and conditions.” 

These include a fully 
documented accounting for 
expenditures by recipients. 

The lifespan of the so- 
called “Transition to De- 
mocracy Project” — which 
should have heen aimost 
complete by now — has 
had to be extended by 1§ 

Fmost 

momhs w hen initially pro- 
t? the { Ongresslonal 
Bilack Caucus, the proj 
was supposed to be a slush 
fund to heip the ANC build 
up its political operation in 
South Africa after years in 
exile, 

After months of haggling 
between the sponsors, Con- 
gressio: Republicans 
and the State Department, 
it was finally d that 

of the rmoney should 

be divided between the 
ANC 31 2 

former geti mg the arge’ 
share 

The funds were to be 
spent on office expenses, 
and further delavs were 

Aantda 

  

  

limited to eq pment and 

su esfii.an that tlm'e 
mff pmblenls ; 

counts. subriitted by ) 
recipients, prefe! 
stress the stringency of the 
accounting laid down 
by the US government, 

Ussalep and the pam 
were also di g using 
remaining f for voter 
education proix Armumes. 
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“ANC is 

  

  

invited 
to help 
in 1994 

By MIXE ROBERTSON 

IN A break with tradition, 
Figagee Minister Derek 
Keys hias calied on the ANC   
My s offer is 2 

recognition of changing 
i ircumstances in 

recognition ?ofut:c' alidity v 

of opposition party com- 

  

e 

“They are concentra 
in the w place. | 
the rudit side s in tip-top 
shaper Witoess the reports 
of the auditor-general.” 

His tdea, Mr?eyg said, is 
that members of ¢h 
National Ecovomic Foruny, 

- Which includes the ANC and 
trade wsion federaton Co- 
satu, shouid instead jerve. 

on “function” . committees ovefseen by the Depart. 
nent of State Expenditure. 

Priorities = 
“A function committee 

will take, for exampie, the 
question of beaith and then 
apply itself to every Jevel of 
smrgi::'?t j:lmera bealth 
¢ e is taking place. 

through 

disponnj. in drawing vp this year’s budget so that it could, within three moyths,  produce a costed develop. 
Wen: programime for socful 
CKP(BJ:WQ. 

‘1 would love to #Zive him the figures. I would like 1o have his input” he said 
R v i 
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“WORLD NEWS ''23 

ANC turns on 
~ charm to woo 
~ white voters 

blazer, pol 
beaming 

ik we can really 
ghe whispered 

TuRg 2 

and 

you 

begw. FYes, 14 
she pfiered, & 
a7 8y moment 

dneréasingly confroniing the 
white “ladies whe lunch™ 
% 
Johannesbur 

Wi i 
i8f08 & 

o 

gileviating hunger 

Wwwnahips 

it K 

low, though, they 
ag the ug guos 

they & inem 

o2 for t : 
O, aware of its gene 

iMagc AMONE 
) s's Sm whites ~ 

: 3 wt 1% say thoy sup 
: port i~ hes embarked on @ 
i charm offensive. It hopes o 

o e e A 

by Hichard Ellis 
Johannesburg 
  

siernational celebriueito 
s prafile, snd cheese 

1¢ parties are tobe heid 
ws of seiected while 

§. The process of 
kne he {{ 

& public meeiing in 
ayy’ high school 

Auppu 

“geiting 10 

i gh 

off. iargely white Johanaes 

burg suburk 
Leading the drve for voles 

was FToRye Seawslc. 39, e 

charming, depper head §f e 
AN Johanpeshuig fegioh, 
tipped as a future national 
ieades In his blue blazer, he 
lsoked more hike 8 black 

yuppic than the Robben ls- 

land prisoner 27 Soviet 
irgined gucmila he onoe Wag 
{in the 19705, he :caped from 
custedy by thiow ng @ grenade 
into e Van 

¢ was none of the fer 
pally associaled wath 

gaiherings. clenched-fist 
¢ throngs of vouths and 

£ "Vivg, ANC, Viva"” 
Polite hlack ANC marshais 

most of theie Lme 

ing old white ladics o 
pilets, Seawale gozed 

r appel. “U'm not Come 
kyo,” he smihngly fo- 

low-ANC momber 
iapsed inte old 

revolutionary-speak “P'm just 
the chatrman,” 

Despite the disgppoiniment 

of pot secing the son of pol 
itica! passion she had pre 

sty wiinessed on 
ian, Joy Coplan, in her 

ls and neat black suil, was 
so exgited thit ghe could not 
siep talking in & loud whisper 
io her fricnd, Miciam Stein, 
‘Look st her,” she said, a5 an 

ciderly, white-haired woman 
shuflled 10 a nearby seat. “She 
iooks like an old communist” 
Stein giggled. Their reactions 

tele- 

go; jewds: whep 8 ANC of 

izl spake of the need to up- 
grade iowaships. - 

“11's going o 208t s fonune, 

millicns,” said Stein.  “Bil- 

hons, | should think,” replied 
Coplan, An ANC supporter 
two rows -in  frost temed 
sound: “Could you please be 
quict 8o we can listen,™: he 
said. Coplan was outraged. 
“Move elsewhore,”. shfiimp 
ped back 
Finding such uslikely 

people &t an ANC gatheniag is 
ne longer 8 shock, With a geo- 
eral clostion open to all sx. 

pected within a year, South 
Africa’s once rigd political 
playing ficid is being rapidly 
redrawn, While the ANC i 
now found in the white sub 
uibs, canvassers for the once 
exclysively white, pro-spart 
heid Na!i’?ml party are often 
in 1ownships, trying to win 
black support. White female 
mombers are enc:aurxed 0 
take their black maidsalongto 
party meeungs. 

Even though the ANC and 
the MNanopalists have agreed 
o share power for at least the 
first five vears afier an elec 
ten, she number of scatls they 
get in & government of pats 
ional unity wiil depend on the 
support they muster at the 
polis, Capluring the/ white 
vote, just under & quaner of 
the 1otal expecied electorste of 
22m, will be vitak : 

Conventionsl wisdom on 
had i1 that most whites would\} 
suppor: De Klerk's National- 
ists, most blacks would sup- 
port Mandels's ANC, and & 
fow bundred thousand Zulus 
would back Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi’s Inkaths, Now no- 

body knows what will happen. 
Coplan and Siein were ro- 

gssured by what they had seen 
and heard, and smdy 
would vote for 
mevement. 
were 
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& Name game: The 
search is on for a new 
name to replace “Code- 
sa” as the politicians 
resume their haggling 
over the new South 
Africa. 

By Pouiticat CORRESPONDENT 

CODESA talks are about to re- sume, but new participants like the Pan Africanist Congress and Conservative Party want it to have a new name. 
Suggestions are pouring in. “Convention on the Future of South Africa” (Confusa) may be a popular publie choice, but is 100 close to the truth to suit politi- cians, “Forum for a Great South 

  
    

| 

[ 

! 
’g 

| Africa” (Fogsa) has the sarme prob- 
lem . 3 ¢ EN 

993 

    
also few takers at this 
pmposal‘b minority 

). 

new parties at the tead 
talks havelcome up with boring 

like “Negotiating 
h' Africa” (Nefsa), 
Constitutiona] 

could always stick 
vention for a Demo- cratic SouthAfrica” whose proper abbreviation] should he “Condern- 
gleefully pointeq out 

Slovo’s suggestion 
that unfortunate ap. breviation whs further shortened ~to-¥Codesa'] which sornds iike - 

  

rt the 
nothing on earth exce, 
Ukranian port city of Odesss where Red Joe might have whileq 
away a few pleasint hours hack in 
his Soviet days ; 
Meaawhile in the absence of 

aoything better. the new rmuly 
party negotiating forum rext 
month might just have to stick to “Codesa” | . { 

The alternative coujd be oo ghastly to contemplate, for we 
¢ouid ?mt end up with a co he 
mise like “Constitvitionai M 
arty Negotiating Forum fo 
mocratie South Africa” (Cop- & mulpnegtorden 

can Convention 
Negotiations towards Multiparty 
Democracy” (Sachbncone: miaip. 
dem). ! 

So let's be gratefu 
mercies and stick wiil ‘ 
The issues it will haje 1o deal 
are confusing eneugh . 

  
South Afri- 

Constitutiona) ™.
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IPPED as the most 
powerful body in the 
country during the 

: forthcoming elec- 
fons, the propesed Indepen- 
ent Electoral Commission 

eould have a major impact on 
| the lives of all South Africans, 

Yet few people have heard of 

it. Fewer still have thought 
about its powers or who 

should serve on the com- 
imission. 
| Under the present elec- 
toral law the Department of 
Home Affairs runs elections 
through its director-general, 
who serves as the chief elec- 
toral cfficer. 

The department has wide 
experience of overseeing 
elections, first through years 
of whites-only polls;. more 
recently through elections for 
the tricameral houses. How- 
ever, mosi parties involved in 
negotiations would argue 
against the deparunent as an 
acceptable authority for the 
fortheoming elections be- 
cause of its government links. 
S0 alternatives are needed 

} &4 new electoral law and 
. erally respected body (0 
aversee the polis 

Little nas been pubdli 
ies’ proposa 
at the National 

hare the 
pendent 

alections were 
If the certifica- 

rame from a group of 
e widely acce 1S 

ent, experienc id 
emselves fair, the cu e 

3 : ] 

credibility. 

{ other guestions 
the commission must 
answered by the Co- 

desa parties, but it seems 
likely that the IEC will be 
given significant authority. 

Powers of election com- 
missions can vary widely. In 
some countries they might be 
sirictly limited and have a 
purely administrative func- 

tion like preparing ballot 
papers and boxes. Where 
commigsions are given more 

wer, they could have an 
additional quasi-judicial role 
with the authority io epact 
regulations. 

H 
[Rerp_— 

  T THEIR m« 
poWerful they mi 

under unusgual circu 
stances, be asked to draft 
electoral law, setting out 
detsi! of liow the electi 
will be conducted. Th 
might even have full judic 
powers, with the right 
adjudicate on complai 
relating to the elections. 
The ANC’s model wo 

g_ngxe an IEC u}e widest 
sibie powers, Its support 
argue that this is i.on 
ensure that the election 
sults have bhroad supp 
frorn all political groups. 

The ANC sugg 
an uneven number of co 
imissioners, probably b 
tween seven and 17. Th 
would be chosen by 
Codesa parties from nams 
submitted by the partd 
themaselves : 

According to sources wit 
in the ANC, their proposal 
that these commissione 
should be people with 
record of non-partisan publ 
service. They should not holll 

riy office, nor be cand 
in the election. Th 
aiso have to be avai 

ull-time during the ele 

ponsibility of drafti 
i s 

electoral law for the T 

authorige (though like ot 
aspects of thew 
could be delegated 
committees with expe 
br t in to help). T 
would also have the powe 
decide on voter identificss 
and who would be eligibl 
vate, 

The ANC view is that 
[EC should also deal 
security, ensuring that 
“appropriate bodjes” pros 
enough protection to 
and the public. It should 
obtain agreement from 
the political parties to c 
paign peacefully and abi 
a code of conduct — the 
ting code or a new one. 

The [EC would also 
responsible for ensuring 
access to the 
media by the parties; d 
ing whether political ad 
tising will be allowed on t 
vision or radio; and 
that the electronic m 
were used for an inten 
voter-education camniis 

broadessds 

_ sioners would bave to see fto 
AW all the administrative tas 

undertaken io the past 
Department of Home 
This would include tra 
small army of election 
ficials to be present in ev 
polling area. 

The TEC would have 
responsibility of setting up|a 
countrywide network to h 
complaints about electi 
irregularities, including 
breaches of the code of 
duet. Decisions of the 
  

say this is a vital issue: 
:pp:,;!s w::;:s allowed (o 
ou against decisions |of 

the IEC it would caus 
lengthy delays and mig 
even t the elections 

% Y 2 of these sugges 
appeared to find acce 
by é:lela ates tn 2 confere 
held in Cape Town last we 
on Free and Fair Elections. 
convened by the centre for 
developmen: studies at 
gnwersiiy of the Weste 
Cape 2nd the US.bagé 
National Democratic Ins 
ute for International Affs 

ARTICIPANTS fro 
a broad range 

political parties and non-g 
ernmental organisations 
heard suigestions that would 
extend the powers of the IE) 
even beyond the powers prq 
posed Dy the AN, 

One such idea came fr 
UWC public-law lecture) 
John Mugcy. He 1258 
that the should not 
against only those election 
ractices which were 

should be empowe 
vestigate and 
ties it believ 

    
     



  
be seitled. For example, if 
the commission is to be the 
final word on issues under its 
jurisdiction, with no appeal 
allowed to the courts, what 
would happen should thers be 
2 complaint against the [EC? 

Should tge IEC have the 
power to deregister parties 
which persistently intimidate 
voters - even if this means 
the elsction process cannot 
go ahead or has to start 
again? 

Should international emii- 
nent persons be included on 

the IEC? What stould be the 
relationship ‘of the IEC to 

other bodies U thewr jurisdic- 

tion intersects? For example, 

the planned independent 

broadcasting authority would 

also have the task of ensuring 

faiwr acé:uus by the parties to 
he raedia. 
t’usimuafly, the Goldstone 

on recently asked 
for representations about 
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culty might be for the com- 
risslon’s chairman g 

possi 
clude Frederik van -Zyl Slab- 
bert (¢ to take the 

B Tt et or igf s 
former MP H{len Suzman, 
Methodist Bishop Stanley 
g!ogobca' of the National 
sace Comrmiitee; Anglican 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
UCT deputy vicechancellor 
Mamphele tampbels, Unisa 

———— 

law expert Marinus 
Wiechers, University of Zuil- 
land law professor 
Dlamini, South African 
efl of ches senlor vice- 
president Steena Duncan and 
‘possibly some other ju 
An [EC should be i 

  viduals trusted to serve on it. 
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