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Pact aims to stop v1olence
at South Africa rallies

ANC rival to commemorate massacre

By TOM COHEN
Associated Press
JOHANNESBURG, South Africa
— Rival black groups signed an
agreement Saturday aimed at pre-
venting violence when they com-.
-memorate the Sharpevrlle massa-
cre of 1960. ;
Both the Afri-
can National
Congress and
Inkatha Free-

dom Party,
‘South Africa’s
main black

groyps, planned
Shdrpeville Day
rallies today in’
black townships
near Johannes- :
burg. Buthelezr
A power i
stru%gle betweéen - the ANC and
Inkatha has killed thousands of
" people and hindered talks on end-
ing white minority rule. Last year,
several assaults after Inkatha and
ANC rallies on Sharpevrlle Day left -
seven people injured. ...
Today is the 33rd anmversary of
the Sharpevillé massacre, when
police opened fire on an unarmed
. crowd in the township south of

: Johannesburg, krllmg 69 people

Buthelezi ‘was scheduled to ad-
dress a rally in the Vosloorus

- white government, the ANC, Inka-
“tha and other groups. ‘They re-
¢ sumed recently, and the ANC and

ble summit between Buthelezi and

~opposition Conservatrve Party
“passed a resolution saying that if a
. new 'government deprives white
“people of their political autonomy, -
A the party will regard lt asan act of
war.

'the ANC, Inkatha and the South
-a plan calling for tolerance and

....outlining march routes and _rally

Inkatha leader Mangosuthu

township today. The ANC planned | |
several rallies, including one .in |
nearby Katlehong.

The negotiations to create a
multiracial government involve the

Inkatha are talking about a possi-

ANC leader Nelson Mandela
Meanwhile, a congress of the

$ ‘A,\'".'.'n ,;A.;: Y

‘On Saturday. representatlves of

African pohce and military signed

-restraint_on Sharpeville Day and

times aimed at preventing conflict.
It calls for police and soldiers to

take part in patrols. U.N. observers

also were to monitor events.
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'PRETORIA. iRetiTed

‘Army Lieutenant-General -
-Koos Bisschoff is to head a
‘Conservative Party-initiat- -
‘ed " ‘““mobilisation” ‘of

rightwing forces.

- . The former Army Chief of
‘Staff: Planning was ‘appointed
after a-mass meeting in Pre-
toria yesterday, but immedi-
ately stressed that he was

“not party-politically motivat--

ed” and that the mobilisation

operation would ,be “peaceful

and legal”.

CP spokesman :Dr Pi'eter_;r
that’

Mulder told Weekend Argus
the. mobilisation would include
certain “self-defence services”,
but said the campaign was .not -
tantamount to a revolt. 1

obilisat
r right

l’ Mobilisatibn of rightwing forces to. oppose
majority rule was backed by a former Chief of

~Staff, Lieutenant-General Koos Bisschoff, at a

meeting in Pretoria yesterday. The general -

agreed to head what he said would be a -
“peaceful and legal* group. Lt

BRENDAN SEERY, weekend Argus Correspondent

right to grassroots level and’
" would cut across party lines” to

unite people opposed to the
ANC’s plans for a unitary, major-

[ity-rule state.

Dr Mulder said the CP would
be only one.component of a loose
alliance of white trade unions,
cultural ‘bodies and agricultural
organisations. If the CP’s plans
bore fruit, the alliance would,
ironically, probably look similar

to the tripartite grquggxgpof the

e TN
At the mobilisation meeting,
which was attended by hundre
of delegates, including people
from outside CP ranks, 18 differ-
ent areas of society were 'identi-

. fied as places for the new move-

ment to “build its power base”,

- said Dr Mulder.

Representatives were elected
for each of these areas. -

General Bisschoff said he had

- become involved because he be- °

lieved the “core values of the

ion’

e

volk” — including Christianity;
democracy and the capitalist free
market system — were under
threat. i A 3

- “The kernel of democracy lies
not in the will of the majority,’
but in the freedom of people and
nations,” he added. .ok

The CP followed the mobilisa-
tion meeting with its annual con-

-gress at which it also celebrated
~ the 11th anniversary of its forma-

tion. :

A constant theme. at the con-
gress was the alleged partisan
nature !of the SABC, as well as
the print media, with one discus-
sion point put in by the Natal
branch of the party accusing the
media of “blatantly promoting
the ANC/SACP whilst at the

- same time disparaging or sup-

pressing the viewpoint of. the
cp”, : g

" Mobilisation, he said, woul;i “go

P Yoo -

ANC, Cosatu and the

e
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dominate the PF meeting write

Like-minded g

all is we

R a while in the past two- ‘After all, as the’ANC has. often
~-weeks it "Jooked agf&wgﬁ pointed out, those it considered. its
' the Patriotic Front confer- allies within _Codc;;gaahad :,also.,a:-
south ommmbnhqduﬂgfongmmf l|y7i6'vered tth:énbm ws t‘f’d?,nthe prfZ'tj";flé} gm were lt:ksten at 3nt hotel ltn ganisation — and Azapo when it . .only by the resolutions adopted
night go ‘way towards heal. ‘And'when iff,;ﬁs’j;lam announc- mgma gonl ;Veﬁ.e.a Alav (';n:é finally joins negotxatlon_s =y will{'-'_v there, bu_t.a!so by the quality of
(hS ‘o ift which opened between, e that the “broad P —fodis. “Codesa allies”, * "  inake sironger foruaa. - e "ANC;. the organisations attending it
the ANC and the Pan Africanist! tinguish it from the Kodess BF” - . g ey that meeting which de- e B - ] matters little to have an
Congress late last year. — would meet in Lenasia to" dis- cided, among other things, that With the new forum divided into ~-array of insignificant groups com-
This would have injected a new'  cuss a.range of issues, includjng ANC president Nelson Mandela ~ three distinct groups — the Con- Jng out with fine-sounding resolu-
lease of life into the PF, formed in, common Strategies ‘to be .used!. should deliver the keynote address _Cerned South Africans Group led  ‘tions, if they lack the capacity to
17 months ago, - i Speculation gl i the PAC 1 aggrieved. Man- P the Inkatha Freedom Party, the - help’ implement thers s their
ne since B A LS dela d " says. -~ Codesaalliance” led by the ANC;  voices do not.add weight.to the
Ak .2 8- can do that, says: the Afri and the ent oaits: o b :
canist organisation, but PAC pre- Governm standind dS v deba L Gt il i
broad Dow including the ~ ~ Sident Clarence Makwetu should . O™ — the ANC would no doubt be - =, meaningful unity or front is
-PAC and possibly the Azanian Peo. ‘also be accorded an opportunity to. ?,’ “to have a voice such as the‘. not one which' involves ‘already
ple’s o:mumwm, — which address the gathering, © - . S ’,°".msi‘?"~. <= like-minded organisations-trying to
was expelled from co-convenership _And to this the ANC says no,ac-  Not'only would that eliminate - - curry the favour of the .big one
of the PF-only days befors tb cording to PAC sources, . for the' ANC the worry about snip- " in their midst who might one day
: lainch 275 ould enter into ‘some Although the PAC was still froth- - ing from the touchlines by the PAC “be'in a position to dish out goodies
SRR kind of an election ‘pact “to avoid ing at the mouth yesterday, its na- and ‘Azapo, but it would. also. - to those who stood by it when it
& oo ud of . fhoraing) dividing the black yote?, " tional executive committee decided  Strengthen the ANC's hand on some. ‘meeded allies. .
fmite ) issnes‘onwhichthwethreeorgani- Instead, it is the one which in.

; ; Fne’g‘oti_atiqqp,
% e it e i Octgber: boldrs 7

1991, the twoico-conveners of o ' ... hy - VU
the Durban conference, the ' PAC ~ , SOme Observers suggested ' this

to a resolution ad - i obseryers ‘Were running at its meeting in Umtata, Transkei, >.0n | :
of tbelaunch. P wg,hm :9;0{ I8 :Were 8. last weekend to send a delegation  Ssations agree — and there are :volves adversaries or organisations

tqttered?t'g:gt'ht‘m?nﬁfw g’i’&x | ﬁ}‘g‘“’eﬂm@’m mmﬁ&‘é ganisation reconsider that position, :
— has by and large existed only:in, ing remained: to be', and ‘con. the Lenasia conference will be This explains the ANC’s insis- . cause, agree to put their differ-

nts. ‘As un- : -
: to the conference. Should the or- - many such issues, despite the well- which differ with one another but
known differences. - who, for some greater common

hame. And.when the. PF has.been troversvii s 0 be-done, ar ! nothing more than yet another 7 £ , .
: edia’p e ‘continued ' to ‘embroil the' ' yet Ner - .tence that the PAC should be al- - ences.aside and co-operate: Such a
taontioned in media reports, it has PF as lafe 23 yesterday, . .. gathering of the ANC and its allies. " lowed to attend multi-party nego- " 'front would include social, profes.

usually ‘been in reference:to ‘the #/ Only 48 hours' e While it could be argued that Uations, regardless of the activi-  sional, church and | rts organisa-
ANC's coterie of allies. within Co- ence, y. ‘PAC 'mfmtm that alliance has a better-than-av-. ties of jts armed wing, the Azan-  tions, but, imore-'momngﬂ%"it
desa, mostly homeland. govern- m itsdifferences with the ANC, :lr:cg;onch;:ccte :{ﬁ‘f"‘;g;‘%‘ﬂ hnmle;iebibemﬂpn o?rgy-lém g W?iﬂuglals?;involve tthfxe- 'ilzgortat:t
ts amer. amen- .and was unsure ‘or not i . x Wisiout the. P © ;. A0¢.80. the success of the Lena- - po on the Left, nota-
e el g < e e o M o K Africanist or- . sia conference will be gauged not " bly the NG, the PAC and Acaer
But when the PAC accepted an At the centre of 'the row is the o
invitation o a caucus. meeting of  Status of the organisations attent s
the ANC's “Codesa allies” ‘during' ing the conference, and the role of
the recent multiparty preparato-. these organisations:in arranging
&y conference at the World Trade| the conference:.
Centre, observers were quick to' .; The PAC feels the ANC has ex-
sugges:h th:lx)t perhgplsfﬁ:hg pluded 1&‘.’"*‘!"83&181?8_' t‘geta tci:on-_
"the Patastiay &:ﬂ ce, in sending out nvitatio:
by the PAC —,was' not'dea nd in

d in drawing up the agenda. Most
,’bf the decisions regarding the con-

‘the " “Codesa PF?‘,-;the poini
be made fairly;cony
-‘thele_xrban-.F{' S
running. 3
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Flection

. @ Setback: With
wegotiations about to

| multiparty 1
| resume, the Government is

\ hinting that nonracial elections

1ace later than

timetable behind

4 be held by the end of next year.
ats a shift from the original
timetable for reform speit out by State Prest-
jent ¥ W de Klerk late jast year and repeated
again when he opened parliament this year

De Klerk had proposed clections for ap M-
terim gm;erument and constitution-making

ment woul
This represe

3

pexl

‘ expected.
A e e
THE election timetable is slipping as the Gov-
ernment hinted this week that polling might
! not take place by March or April next year as
first scheduled.
This week Minisier of Constitutional De-
velopment told a Cape Town audienc? that ihe
| e~ctions sho
| of wext year tie said they were jikely to be
'i held in the first half of pext year
And Minister of Foreige Affairs

Pik Botka

| (ol the Cunion adrmimstration W Washwgon

ihis week that elepfions for AN inter i goVers

uld he held not jater than the end
" tonally behind schedule He pr

cat .
March or April next

as an over-a arget i View of

the complex negotiations that still e ahead as
well as the enormaous task of organiSing the
elections and registering millions of voters
without identity documents

De Klerk's tunetable 1s esent only frac-

; oposed the start
of moltilateral negotiations by ihe end ol
March - in faet they are due to start only one
day late OB Aprit t after ing planguog mieelings
 thé past few wheks. - :

schedule

But there is growing sceplicism {hat the ne-
gotiations cat keep to other parts of the iffe
table, notably au agree transitional
constitution, Transition2 i cil,
and Electoral Cornmussion ;

This would invelve S€
such as power_-shar’mg and regional govert-

ament o only thhs
: been considerable convergence

by the end of May. -
tiling thorny 1S3UES _ =, ©

VONNS JHL

‘LSA

between the

issues, notably 2 propo

National Unily lasting five years

gional powers 0 pe finalised by the elected

constitution naking hody. ~
Anether major factor that could told up De

Klerk's timetable is conlinuing jtical vio-

lence and the absesce of free polmcalparﬁd-

pation De Kierk proposed it his |

ihat this would be ac 1 ¥lober, bul an

upsurge it yiolence especially o Natai this

to delay iMs programme: "

*year th reatens

.~ 3

o
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A powerful
electoral
body wili
soon be
making
important
decisions
affecting

all Seuth
Africans.
But who is
going to
serve on
it?
CARMEL
RICKARD
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- By 'DAWN BARKHUIZEN |
m 54 Police Board has

pm};oud the iormauon of
Yidy committee” to c0n~
duct: spot

eellilnabxd to cmﬁm
m ‘detention.

‘I a document circulat-
ed to local re dhputn
commiitees, Maior Gener
ai MJA Bester of the Po-
hce -Board has pro

7 based on t Bnt-
as‘x ‘\deu'opoman Police’s
“Open Door Method”
whereby community
leaders form a committee

‘nsh!p of & persen ac-
cdntable to the community

calls without prid

“but aecordiag ltc

drawn up at
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Fe

8Y day,

Jacob Diome is a Johannesburg bank messenger

- but after work he is the architect of a peace movemant
sweeping through the hated Reef hostel system,

Alie
8

;i Biyisst

ited from adjacent communities and isolated by coils of
e, hostels have beer central to the violence which has
sands dead in the past two years.

es have been blamed for train violence, for taxt wars and,

é shove ail, for morderous forays (nto neighbourboods, of which the

¢ Beipatong
§ There

3.4
i jave
ve begun.

ve heen stillbotn.

he Xhoss and

al workers
y, the Jeppe
decided they'd

te a letter, &
gverture, to Selby
und ro one to deliver
th% reason. Death
w swift and brutal
ity caught in the
wo-man's land of this
ironghold.

Diplomat

Mr Dlomo, renowned in
his remote Kwazuly vil
lage of Nakanda as a diplo-
mat and peacemaker, vol-
unteerad to take the
missive.

“What? Are you mad?”
the Jeppe man was asked,
recounted the Reverend
Mvume Dandala of the
Central Methodist Mission,
a key player in the peace
initiative,

“1f I'm to be killed for
making peace it's better
than being killed without
knowing what you are dy-
ing for,” Mr Diomo replied.

He carried the letter to
the compound at Seiby.
The Xhosa leadership was
s0 pupressed they smug-

i gled him out by car to
{ avoid trouble

assacre last June was the worst 3
, ahout 50 hostels in the Johannesburg area housing well

men. Now the leaders at 32 of these grim relics of
signed a peace pledge, and moves to heul the ghastly

1 without the skills and courage of the 54-year-old messenger —
v3 tea for clerks at First National Bank’s branch at the corper
ds and Market strests — the homegrown peace initlative

A humble |
messenger
succeeds In
bringing
warring
hostels
‘together

at a peutral venue,
;‘Itthwas tense. You could
cut the atmosphere with a
knife but something was
built there which will take
2 lot of breaking down,”

Mr Dloms, a balding.
angular man with ¥
polished black shoes and
trousers that 00
L,

and yet to
that’s whayt he is,

They crowd around him
in the street and even.

WO i, PO

for getting the peace initia-
!..%veg rolling. Nor does he
concede his diplomatic and
oratory skilis have helped
give it & momentum which
geemns unstoppable.

“It is not my duty to belp
but, when circumstances
call, 1 have answered,” he
said through an inter-
preter, Qthers, he insists,
have done as much.

L

He singles out Mr Ger- :
man Mlatsheni, his Xhosa want | people who
counterpart at Selby, as “a our integrity. We
man who gives me courage want
to go on. We are ome in wi ir thoughts,”’
thought and we sharey Mr Dindala. 2]
R
whatever is happening”. So tht do they discuss
The Rev Dandala - “1 “Dlomo [tells them we are
am & Xhosa born at Mount drawn :

Ayliff in Transkei but it has
never been 'held against
me” - is more forthright.

“Jacob Dlomo may lack
education but he {8 one of
the clearest thinkers 1
know. He nas the type of
wisdom needed iu the par-
Hament of a pew South
Africa. He is supremely
eloguent,

“FPeopie don’'t under-
stand the Peace-Accord or
Dispute HResolution, Com-
mittees and he is-able to

i In November delega- g i : .
! tions from both hostels met urchins sing his praises
—— O ie refusey to take credit

B IS, o

i ]

g:t the ideas across in a
autiful and flowery ver-
nacular. ... It is not possi-
ble to have peace in South
Africa until we put it in the
idiom people understand.”
Suspicious
Education is & sore point
amaong the hostel residents,
and they have expressly
exclu mschohla‘ufrom the
process they have begun.
_They are equally suspi-
cious of the involvement of
political parties, -and the
ANC ‘and Inkatha, both
deeply anxious that the

y the vision of
what we can be and that
we will revisit the past
only to| try t find out
where we went wrong. He
savs thay are gathered as
residents, not politicians,
for it is only as residents
that they can take binding
decisions,” he said. 2

Mending relationships
with fo hostel inmates

i8 0 Reintegra
is one thing. P
them with terrorised ﬂ

dama communities
ek A
ancthe
es are being arranged and
the p of
ties has
have

But it fis the effort to
change heéarts and minds
which p




Strict US
up cash fo

STRINGENT accounting
requirements are slowing
disbursal of US “democra-
cy” money to the ANC and
the IFP,

Responsible for ladlin 3:8
out the sm miliion (R
il e, TEE
at ongress in 0
- help the ANC and other
parties for demo-
cratic elections is the US-
SA Leadership Exchange
Prograrune (Ussalep), &

respected private group.
Tts Washington-based
director. Robin Hoen,
admitted last week that it
was having difficulty push-
ing the money, which

inciudes Ri1Z-million for

By SIMON BARBER
Washingten

the ANC, out of the door to
récipients.
“It's going very slowly,”
Mr Hoer: said, “because the
urpose is very restricted.
t's hard to spend the mon-
ey in accordance with the
terms and conditions.”
These include a fully
documented accounting for
expenditures by recipients.
The lifespan of the so-
called “Transition to De-
mogracy Project” — which
should have been aimeost
complete by now — has
had to be extended by 1§

f

Fmost

momhs W en initiaily pro-

t? the Congressional
Black Caucus, the proj
was supposed to be a siush
fund to help the ANC build
up its political operation in
South Africa after years in
exile,

After months of baggling
between ’He {pONSOrs, Con-
gressional Republicans
and the State Departmem.
it was finally decided that
of the rmoney should
be divided between the
A\ - 5 atha 'n“"?-‘, i(' 5
former getting the larger
share

The funds were to be
spent on office expenses,

ules hol
ANGCG, I

and fur'hr delavs were

P

ted in adebate over |
Fhecher the
use the funds to pay sala-

it was finally agreed
that they could not. ¢
Expendit would be |
limited to eqyipment and
P Noes |doemplayed
pen | ayed |
suggestions thlt there
were probl
counts wt‘*’utwﬂ by the |
recipients, preferring o |
stress t! srrmgmcy o! thef
accounting rules laid
by the US go‘ie*nment»
Ussalep and the parties
were also d ing using
remaining funfis for voter

education pro;x LTSS,

es could |
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~ANC 18
invited
to help
in 1994

BUDGET NEWS

By MIKE ROBERTSON

IN A break with tyadition,
Figagee Minister Derek
Keyg has calied on the ANC

othier interested partiey
to jois him in drawing up

recognition of changing
it circumustances in
Africa and a partial
recognition of the validity
opposition party com-
plaints that money allocat-
ed in the budget s not get-

g,,g Wk for whom

, produce a costed develop.

- Which includes the ANC and .

. tertain parties.

“They are copcentra
in the w place. |
the zudit side s in tip-top
shape. Witoess the reports
of the apditor-gegeral.”
Ris tdea, Mr sald, is
that members of .the
National Economie Foruny,

trade apion federaion Co- .
sutu, should instead serve
on “function” . committees
overseey by: the Depart-
nent of State Expenditure.

Priorities =

“A function commitiee
will take, for example, the
question of bealth and then
apply itself to every level of

e Finance umm}
said that he had
raised this suggestion

“The natural people to be
Fepresented (oo the fupetion
committess) would be the
économic foruy”

Mr Keys said e was pre-
pared to meet ANC econon.
i%‘ ll;ead Tz;‘:g Mavyei’s
¢l e to the organi-
sation“‘mfmt#ou at his
dispouu_ in drawing vp this
year’s budget so that it
cowld, within three mouths,

wen: programime for socfu)
expeadityre,
‘I would love to #ive him

l "'ﬂ"’.ﬂ'"’. ol potn -

the figures, I would like 1o ,
hafae Ris input.” he said !

T i
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CANC turns on

charm to W00
- white voters

we ¢an really
. e
e whisperad

gilevialing h
Wwnahips

w, :though, they
fag the big
they -brin

H gl 3 1

wt (% say they sup
D pOf L has embarked on @
i eharm offensive. It hopes ©

o e e s ——

by Richard Ellis
Johannesburg

rnationdl celebrivesto
us prafile, snd cheose
¢ parties are tohe keid
s of seiected while

The procoss of

5 know the ANC"

& public meeting in

" boyy' high school

burg suburk
Leading the dnv
wad Forye Seaes
?hﬁmhlg, dapner nead £
ANC'e Johanpeshurg region,
tipped as a fulure nstional
ieades In his blus blazer, he
looked more bke 2 Black
yuppic than the Robben ls.
land prisoner 2.7 Soviel-
irgined guerrilla he once wag
: waped from
o g & grenade

if the fer

y 3 ed wath

ANC gatherings. clenched-fist

. x. throngs of youths and

o "Vivg, ANC, Viva"”

k ANC marshals

mnst of thew Gme

g old while ladics o

iets, Seawale gozed

T'm not Come-

.7 e smibingly fo-

iow-AND mamber

e had lapsed inte old

evolutionary-speak “'m just
the chatrmsn.”

Despite the ditgppointment

. secing the sont of pol

passion she had pre

witnessed on

. Joy Ceplan, in her

ls and neat black syl was

exgited that she could not

siep talking in & loud whisper

1o her fricnd, Miciam Stein,

‘Laook 8t her,” she said, a3 an

ciderly, white-haired womsan

shuflled 10 a nearby seat. “She

inoks like an old communist”

Stein gipgled. Their reactions

tele-

gﬁu junde: wien an ANC of
i spcke of the need 1o up-
ipwaships,
going o cost s foriune,
millicns,” said Stein.  “Bil-
Lons, | should think,” replied
Lopian, An ANC supportel
in - front
coung “Could you please be
quict 80 we can liswen,”: he
snud. Coplan was outraged.
“Move sigewheore” she;mp
pec back
Finding such uslikely
peopie #1 an ANC gathenog is
e longer 8 shock, With a geo-
clostion opan o all ev.
pected within a year, South
Africa’s once rigd political
playing ficid is being rapidly
redrawn, While the ANC is
now found in the white sub
urbs, canvassers for the once
exclusively white, pro-spart-
heid Nazi;!_ml party are often
in townships, irying 1o win
black support. White female

mombers are em:{mr:fed io
take their black maidsalong to

party imeetngs.

Even though the ANC and
the Matonalsts have sgreed
o share power for at least the
first five vears after an elecs
nen, the number of scats they
get in & government of pats
ional ynity wiil depend on the
support they musier at the
polis, Capluring the/ white
vote, just under a quaner of
the 1otal expecied e of
Zim, wall be vital, #

Conventional wisdom on
had i that most whites woul
suppori De Klerk's National-
ists, most blacks would sup-
por: Mandela's ANC, and &
fow hundred thousand Zulus
would back Maagosuthy
Buthelezi's Inkaths. Now no~
bogknaws whai will happen.

plan and Siein-were re-
gssured by what they had seen
and heard, and, sad 1
would vote for N :
TEVEMent.
were not §0 sure. ' ¢

I————

i



& Name game: The
search is on for a new
name to replace “Code-
sa” as the politicians
resume their haggling
over the new South
Africa.

By Pouiticat CORRESPONDENT

CODESA talks are about to re-
sume, but new participants like
the Pan Africanist Congress and
Conservative Party want it to
| have a new name.

|  Suggestions are pouring in.
{ “Convention on the Future of
| South Africa” (Confusa) may be a
popular public choice, but is too
! close to the truth to suit politi-
| cians, “Forum for a Great South
{ Adrica” (Fogsa) has the sarme prob-

I lem

‘ Suggestio

tead new parties at the
talks havelcome up with bor

like “Nt;otiating

h' Africa” (Nefsa),

Constitutiona]

[ ) and “South Afri.

can Constitgional Forum” (Sacof).

Of course fve could alwaye stick
with the “Canvention for a Demo-
cratic SouthAfrica” whose proper
abbreviation] should he “Condem-
sa” as the CH gleefully pointed out
at the time,

But at Jog Slovo’s suggestion
back in 1991 §that unfortunate ab.
breviation. whs further shortened

~to-¥Codesa'{ which sounds iike -

R— L S b - s

on of Codesa

b

nothing on earth exceps
Ukranian port city of Odess.

where Red Joe might have whileg
away a few pleasdnt hours hack in
his Soviet days. |

Meaawhile in the absence of
aoything better the new muly
party negotiating forum nex:
month might just have to stick to
“Codesa”.

The alternative couid +
ghastly to ¢contemiplate
Could just end up wth 2
mise like “Consti i
Democratic South
mulpnegfordemsa) o
can Convention
Negotiations towards
Democracy” (Sacbn
dem).

So let's be gratef
mercies and stick ¢
The issues it will hajo
are confusing encugh
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IPPED as the most
powerful body in the
country during the
forthcoming elec-

In addition the "Gorrirafs
b sioners would bave to see to

T THEIR B e all |
LR Bigéy £ (diall the administrative ¢

ons, the propesed Indepen-
t Electoral Commission
uld have a major impacton
{ gn lives of all South Africans,
Yet few people have heard of
jt. Fewer still have thought
about its powers or who
ould serve on the com-
;mission.
! Under the present elec-
toral Jaw the Department of
Home Affairs runs elections
through its director-general,
who serves as the chief elec-
toral cfticer.

The department has wide
experience of overseeiog
elections, first through years
of whites-only polls;. more
recently through elections for
the tricameral houses. How-
ever, mosi parties involved in
negotiations would argue
against the departument as an
acceptable authority for the
fortheoming elections be-
cause of its government links.
50 alternatives are needed:
both a new electoral law and
a generally respected body to
averses the polis.

Little has been published
about the parties proposals,
but it seems that the National
‘Party and the ANC share the
view that an independent
gommisgion must be in
charge of the elections. Some
body would need to certily
whether the elections were
free and fair. If the certifica-
tion ¢ame from a group of

= widely accepted as
eminent, experienced and
tkemselves fair, the culcomne
would have greater local and
international credibility.

All the other guestions
about the commission must
sull be answered by the Co-
desa parties, but it seems
likely that the IEC will be
given significant authority.

Powers of election com-
missions can vary widely. In
some countries they might be
strictly limited and have a
purely administrative func-
tion like pregou'ing ballot
papers and xes. Where
commigsions are given more
power, they could have an
additional quasi-judicial role

with the authonity to epact

regulations.

under unuggal circurh-
stances, be asked to draft th
electoral law, setting out the
detail of how the electiof
will be conducted. Théy
might even have full judic
powers, with the right
adjudicate on complain
relating to the elections. {

The ANC's model would
give an IEC the widest pa
sible powers. Its supporte
argue that thisis n 0
ensure that the election
sults have broad sup
frorn all political groups.

The ANC suggestion is §
an uneven number of co
miissioners, probably
tween seven and 17. Thes
would be chosen by :
Co‘:es.a w;éarues ?‘hom BAmMgs
submit by the partigs
themselves. 4

According to sources with-
in the ANC, their proposal §
that thege commissionety
should he people with &
récora of non-partisan pub
~ex:!"e They should not holf

;‘ LT b
i able full-tirne during the eled

'cum_ ried,
They would have thg

| responsibility of drafting a

electoral law for the Tt
sitional Executive Council
authorize (though iike otBe
aspects of their work W
could be delegated ;
committees with expe
brought in to help). T4

- would also have the powexto
decide on voter identificsts

and who would be eligitld
vote.

The ANC view is that the
(€ should also deal with
security, ensuring that jhe
“appropriate bodies” provid
enough protection to p
and the public. It should a#s
obtain agreement from §

the political parties to cqm-

ign peacefully and abidel
gacgge of conduyct-—tha 3 |
ting code or a new one.

oo - Pyl -
respons i
acc?egs to the broadeasty

ing whe

tising will be allowed on t

vision or radio; and seging
that the electronic mey
were used for an intens
wnter-education camniiy

complaints about e
irregularities, inclu
breaches of the code

hzld in Cape ‘g::vam
comvened by (e veres
developmen: studies at

Gage 544 the DS oal
National Democratic In

~ tute for International Affald

:R‘;:ICIEANTS 3
b road ran
political parties and lwglt

ernmental organisation

heard suggestions that wou!

extend the powers of the IE
even beyond the powers prq

posed by the ANC.
One such idea came fro

UWC public-
o pu xc‘hw cctu

M He

ﬁomsmmﬁwmﬁ "




be settled. For example, if
the commission is to be the
final word on issues under its
jurisdiction, with no appeal
allowed to the courts, what
would happen shouid there be
2 complaint against the TEC?

Should the IEC have the
power to deregister parties
which persistently intimidate
voters - even if this means
the elsction process cannot
go ahead or has to start
agan?

Should international emi-
nent persons be included on

the [EC? What should be tlw
relationship ‘of the IEC to
other Bodies ¢ their jurisdic-
tion intersects? For example,
the planned independent
broadcasting authority would
alse have the task of ensuring
fair access by the parties to
the raedia.
Similarly, the Goldstone
on recently asked
for representations about

tice Richard Goldstone, 1o be
asked to serve on the IEC,
Other names mentioned as
possible commissicners in-
ot o 2
to
Oscar Bﬁf.fm of the Institute

Suzman,
Methodist Bishop Stanley
Mogoba of the National
Peace Committes; Anglican
Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
UCT deputy vice<chancellor
Mamphele “tampbels, Unisa .

e

'
law expert Marious
Wiechers, University of Zuil-
land law professor ,
Dlamini, South African
efl of ches senlor v
president Sheena Duncan
‘possibly some other ju

An IEC should be in

viduals trusted to serve on it.
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