THE MAYI BUYE CENTRE

Uni versity of the Western Cape Private Bag X17 Bcllvillc 7535 SA

tel: (021) 959 2954

fax: (021) 951 3627

February 18, 1993

Dear Del egat e,

In the past years you have been actively canpai gni ng agai nst apartheid. Those

activities in your own country are linked up with the history of South Africa. And natura
Iy,

the people of SQuth Africa will want to know about this history.

The Mayi buye Centre was recently | aunched at the University of the Western Cape

as an archive/ museumon the history of apartheid, resistance and social life in South Afr
i ca.

In addition to 70,000 photographs and over 1,000 film and video productions, the Centre a
I so

has a growi ng collection of historical papers, including material relating to the work of
anti -

apartheid organisations fromall parts of the world. Anbng our collections are the archiv
es

of the International Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa (IDAF); the South African
NonRaci al A ynpic Committee (SANROC) and the Irish AAM We have al so received

material from KZA, AABN, Kairos, Shipping Bureau, Omwoep voor Radio Freedom (all 1n

the Net herl ands), AWEPAA the Austrian AAM New Zeal and Defence and Aid, and persona
papers from Enuga Reddy, Peter Hain and others.

The people of South Africa have until recently been relatively isolated from what
happened el sewhere and we want themto know about the work of individuals and

organi sati ons who dedi cated thenselves to the |iberation of South Africa.

The Mayi buye Centre, which is supported by the ANC and ot her denocratic

organi sations in South Africa, is anxious to receive material you and your organisation h
ave

produced over the years. W would particularly wel cone posters, dossiers, archives,

magazi nes, books, photographs and audi o- visual material. Please help us if you can, with
material or financially if possible.

It should be noted by the way that the Myi buye Centre is not only available for

academ c research purposes. An inmportant part of its work consists of involving the gener
a

public via conmunity-oriented activities such as workshops, exhibitions, lectures and the
publication of books, brochures and occasi onal papers.

For further information and any other matter relating to the above, please contact
conference del egate Dr. Karel Roskarn, who is a Fellow at the Mayi buye Centre, or get in

touch directly with me at the above addreSS. W hope also that you will be able to visit

t he

Mayi buye Centre soneti e.

Yours sincerely,

JAM Live C ZzZzCM.I (") Ubve

Dr. Andre Odendaal, Director Mayi buye Centre

(Please turn over for a recent newspaper cutting on the Centre.)
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Decades ()fvim histozy

wniltcdfroln officia

records are heing restored

in m nnmhirious’ pnif Ul

(I'nt! (.11 not only nfininr-

FCHEre t mi" (X4 (IH 1Tt 1iY. but

is a poignant ct’umiun

af our past.

By GAYE DAVI S

()l (_ve:lrsl:rctlu licvam trial It)
interest puhlishcrs in her |zttc

husl mrxl lcnn's vast nmllccticm

ol phnt ognphx (I ncuntnting

African his in South Africa tlu i he
19-10399 B til-his tlmusztntlisnl’'nc | 1 cs
rt’melimtl unxcun in huxcs under htzr
hut! in London.

Smith A-ftica-ns will snnn get a

chuncc tn SCL' fur the First tinme 5mm ti
chsnn’ s cvncativc inmages: thc

University (tf lhc WeutcrntC apc’s
nttwy csttthlishcd Myi huyc ("cntrc

for History 4ind Culture is wnrking on
an exhi bition featuring work by

chson and other "lost" photogrm

phers.

It’s just one project Hrong: nany

pl anned hy the centre in :1 hid It) bring
back history nificiztlly tlctllctl |'m
cluuadcs. Only rccctttly naned, the
centre is lwttcr known as the 'tstrugglc
museunt UWC announced it woul d

establish aftar acquiring thc' cnlirc

pl mtngruph’rc,lilmvillm1lnnl publica-
tinns cullcctinn nf thc | nndnn-hatscd
[ttluntutitttm Dcl’unu: :nmd Aitl Futit

(Itlhui).
| xvmmi s phnt ngraphs |’ urm part nt’
thnt cnllcclinn, huilt up nver the 1 '111)’

yours Itlzil funcliuncd us the mnt n-
trc of thc intcrnatinnztl solidarity
muvcnent. So do those ()1’ lili

Wei nberg. :1 listed communi st whn

spam much of his |ife under house

arrest or in prison. but who neverthe-

| ess rcchrtlctl kcy cvents in the history
nf Il1tc Alli Nzitiutm (intgr

hcl"un: guilt Into cxilu itt W1). Mist
()I’ his ncgtltivesglcl’'t behind when he
fled. were lost or (lestroycd; those sal-
vaged haw. hccn sccn nnly tthbneid.

Thu lust of thc ldulicnttcs -- tilled
with m ne Mn 000 phot ngraphs.

I (XXI I"ihns illltl vitlctll..t’qttipntcll] :tntl
criuntlcss hunks -- have now hccn
ttnptic kecd, Crtntprising u rcsnurcc not
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st’ history 15 recoVered

n

Phot ogr aphl ng the phot ographer A sllce at life trom Sophl atown recorded by Leon Levson
only vast but inmensely valuable to
researchers. A unique computer catn-

I t)guing system nmeans :tnyonc secking
material on linrcctl renmovals. for
instance, will imrediately be uhlc I(l
5&6 |isted every picce-of footage and
every photograph in the archive.

But the Idaf collection is not al

there is. Daily an assortnent of boxes.
Cral cx and cnvchncts arrives at the



centnt, (runtninim mnlcrinl ranging
froman :lctit . usured collection
(tliistrugglcii’l-shtnmtnmntitcsofthc
Ruhbcn | sl nnd Reerentinn Cummittcc.

h'l’" hurc’x sn nmuch It) be done.

Wl vc been wor ki ng 204mm (| ays.

raising | undx. cnllccting :nd collating
mterinli Now for the First time we can
say wcivc got a physical presune, this
is what we’'ve got so far," said histori-
an Dr Andrc Odendnal. the ccntrc’s
L'u-ortlinntur.

Whti. uptirt fromhis I'cllnmv primt-
crs, knuw that the lulu lttn Africunist
Congresti |eader Jeff Masenola was a
deft woodworker? One O his cre-

ations wtut a trophy Rnhhcn [Islztnd
prisnncrN soccer teans would com

putt: Inr :II1tl which now fnrnts pnrt of
[ henr vhi vu

Thecrecs :1 telegram Mamtsc T ung

sent to Bill Andrews, acknOw cdgcd

as the grand old nan of the South
African (Runntuttist Pttrty whodicd in
t952, wishing himwell on the occu-
sion ufhis birthday, and a franed front
page of The Wirld s last edition

whi ch escaped confiscation by the
security police the day the newspaper
was banned in 1977.

This is the stuff of which not only
menories but also history is nmade --
and it hus come fromall over South
Africa and abroad.

Sonme of it, like Ahmad Kathratln's

X (XX) pages recording every letter hc
wote and remved during 25 ycurs in
jail or the archives of the South
African NonVRaci al d ynpic

Conmi ttee undyot hcr anti-anrthcid
organi sations, is of prinme histotica

i mportance. 3 researcherls paradise

O hcr material is intensely personal
rclevttnt fur its puigmutcy :tm cvnczt-
tion of a time past and never adequate-
Iy recorded.

Sonetimes that rel evance has to be
explained. like the white cap donated
by a former Rttbbcn Islander. "W

only ttmcrsltxxl its significance when
we found prisoners nade thcsccaps to
set thensel ves apart. expressing an

i ndividuality otherw se denied them"
sai d Odendaal

Despite tlu: wenlth quNC mtecri zt |

:tnd Idztf's historic links with the
organi sation, the centre is intcntlcd IO
be non-sccturian and the’ PAC has

al ready expressed its support. It was
establ i shed to bal ance a badly skewed
past: "Wlre not going to nake the

same m stake," said Qdcndntl. Hence

the name Miyibuyc (let it return). a

sl ogan conmon to nost |iberation

bodi ce.

"We're collecting all artefacts.
pttpcrsund othermatlcriul related to the
struggle. We're not turning up our
noses at anything. We're hoping to
share any duplications with other insti-
tutions. Thereis 11 |ot of enthusiasm"



sai d Odcndnal

Just an idea five years ago, the cen-
trcls task is enormous Three forner
[dufstttffcm it" returned cxilcs. atrc in
charge of the film audio and photo-
graphi ¢ archives. Eventually, anefacts
will be on permanent display, but a
proper nmuseum depends on space and
funds Said Qdcndaal : "Qur immcdi -

1111: printinis collating: till the (locu-
ncnts :tnd papers. W' re taking things
step by step."

Tho ccntrc hm copyright to about 20
titles. many banncd and neVer freely
clvttiluhlc in South Africa. In Mty. |hc
UWC Myi huyc History Series will

he I zmcltctl, featuring rc-prints of
these and sonme new publications.

i ncl udi ng ANC nati onal executive

menber Ronni e Kasril’s autobiogra-

phyt written whilu hc wnson the run in
thc wzi kt’ nfthc scantily crackdown on
Qourntiun Vul:L It's tentatively titlcd
"i Arnmcd and Dangerous", which is

how he was descri bed on an SABC
hl"nillellSL

"Thu nmost inportant thing about

this archive. beyond the politica

i mportance. is to rccpver the history of
the ordinary person," said Odcndaal
“.Until a year or so ago. people
couldnit see O read any of this. A

bl ank of 30 yeats needs to he tilled."
To this cnd. thc centn: will hc
engaging in it varicty of projects

i nvol ving conmunities, institutions

and organisations. It will also
approach the government to arrange

the retrieval ormatcrial confiscated by
security police or used in cvidcncc in
trials. "111ch shoul d he a nountain of
it somawhcrc," said Odenttanl
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