SOQUTH AFRI CA

I N THE DOCK

This issue is a devastating indictment of the apartheid reginme in South Africa. Qur
correspondents reveal how South Africa destabilises its neighbours and howits
dirty tricks departnment operates throughout the world. We also reveal ne plight
of the honel ess bl acks, the use of torture on children by South African police
and the systematic suppression of press freedom

SPI ES PROVI DE CONVI NCI NG PROOF OF SOUTH AFRI CATS

DESTABI LI SATI ON

STRATEGY

The trial of three young spies and the deportation of one of themto Zi nbabwe
has opened a new wi ndow on South Africa’s destabilisation of its neighbours. A
young Zi nbabwean Trish Hanekomtells how she and her coll eagues | eaked

a trunk-full of top secret documents proving South Africa’ s support of the M\R
and the Lesotho Liberation army. Howard Barrel! reports.

rather ftail-Iooking 30-year-old

Zi nhabwean woman, Trish Hane-

kom who was released in late

Novenber froma 38-nmonth termin

Pretoriah political prisons, has blow the lid

off the hitherto suppressed tale of how she

and two other young white South Africans

exposed intinmate details of the Botha

governnents destabilisation of its black-

rul ed nei ghbours.

She, her husband, Derek, and a young

white South Afrimm Defence Force

conscript, Roland Hunter, managed, during

the course of 1983, to pilfer a tnnk-full of

top secret docunments fromthe Directorate of

Speci al Tasks.

The contents of some of the docunents

obt ai ned by the spy-ring found their way, it

is understood, to South Africas nmain

i beration novenent, the outlawed Afriwn

Nati onal Congress (ANC), as well as to

Frontline State security services.

The docurents detail ed, down to

m nutiae, the full extent of South Africats

covert destabilisation of its neighbours.

The story has energed only now bewuse

the three menbers of the spy ring were

charged on | esser charges than high treason

when nmenbers of South Afrims State

Security Council - including Justice

M ni st er Kobi e Coetsee and Foreign

M nister Pik Botha - decided that the

documents were too sensitive to be nade

avail able to court ontials even at an in

wrer a heari ng.

The politicians were particularly con-

cerned that sensitive details outlining

destabilisation plans in Zi nbabwe itself

shoul d not becone avail able, awording to

Tri sh Hanekom

The politicians pressurised state | ega

oflicials to reduce the charges - in the

prom causing a serious now in

government |egal cimee

The rings defence | awers used the panic

i nt hest at et opushast rmgbar gai n.’ | he

O phaned and hel pl ess I n Mbzanbi que

courtesy SA's destablllsatl on war
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two Hanekonms were eventually charged

only under the Internal Security Act for the
possessi on of banned ANC material and
distributing the statenents of people who
may not legally be quoted in South A& w.

Der ek Hanekom recei ved two years.

Hunter, the pivot of the group, was

charged under the Defence Act and
Protection of Information Act, mainly with
steal i ng docunments or gaini ng unaut hori sed
access to conputerised information - and

got five years inprisonnent.

The story told by Trish Hanekomis

backed up in all respects by independent

| egal sources inside South Afrim and
security ontials in the Frontline States.
Hunt er was special assistant to Col one
Cornelius Van N ekerk, a senior oEoer in
the Directorate of Special Tasks of the Chief
of Staff (Intelligence) of the South African
Def ence Force, and worked out of the Zanza
building in central Pretoria.

Van N ekerk headed "Qperation M| a"

the codenane for the programe of South
African Defence Force covert support for the
Mozanbi que Nati onal Resistance (MR
fighting the Frelino government.

T "Operation Mlay was the nodel project -
regarded as effective and oost-eliicient - for
ot her operations being run with the Lesot ho
Li beration Arnmy (LLA) in Lesotho, Unita

in Angol a and di ssidents in Zi nbabwe?

Tri sh Hanekom said in an interview in
Harare, to which she was imedi ately
deported in secrecy in Novenber, alter her
rel ease one week before the expiry of her
sent ence.

Trusted footsol di er

Hunter was Van N ekerle trusted

footsoldier - sonetines in mlitary uniform
but often dressed in civilian clothes when it
was necessary to prevent any inpression of
mlitary invol venent.

The Col onel apparently deci ded Hunter

was al together better suited than the other
- young conscripts working on 'tQperation
Mla" to the kind ofclandestine work that
was done in the directorate. Hunter, who
was brought up in Lesotho, was nore
intelligent and not crudely racist like his
oonscri pt col | eagues.

Unknown to Van N ekerk, Hunter was

feedi ng every scrap of information he could
lay his hands on to the Hanekoms, who
farnmed in the Magal i esburg Mountains,

just outside Pretoria. There, copies of many
of the documents were buried underground

i nat nnkandf edbi t bybi tt ooont act s

out side the country.

Tri sh Hanekom says the ring got hold of

top secret information and intelligence
docunents with intimate details of how

0 programes for the pro-M\R Voice of

Free Afrinm radio station were produced by
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Pl k Both. wanted cover-up of
destabl I | satl on pl ans

Def ence Chief Ml an -

honest "

"much | ess than

South African Mlitary Intelligence and



then delivered by soneone wearing civilian
clothes to the Hillbrow Post Ofice Tower in
Johannesburg for bradnst.

O Consi gnnents of brand new AK47

assault rifles (with their serial nunbers
ensed) wer et akenf r omal ar gewar ehouse

in a top-security section of the

Voort nekker hoogte mlitary conpl ex just
south west of Pretoria for delivery to the
MR

. These weapons and other arns were

dropped to the MNR i n Mbzanbi que by

Dakota aircraft, including the nmlitary
coordi nates for these drops.

0 Oders for agricultural tools, medicines,
fertilisers, pencils (with "Made in South
Afrinmt erased) and even for headswves for
M\R ral lies inside Momrbi que were paid
for,always in cash, by soldiers wearing
civilian clothes.

0 A conpany called "Frame Intertrading”,
whi chhadanai ru’ al t at anai r hel dj ust

out si de Johannesburg, was used as a front
to transport oEicials and materials invol ved
in "Cperation MIa" around southern

Africa

0 M\R | eader Al fonso Dhl akama and

sone of his aides were taken around
expensive manls clothing stormby Hunter
who had been given R5,000 of South

Afrim nmilitary noney to kit themout in
smart attire for a conference they were to
attend in West Germany in 1983.

C Senior Renanpb oHicials in nps in the
Transvaal were paid wages by the
Directorate of Special Tasks.

.M\R | eaders in Mal awi were paid by

Hunt er who was gi ven cash by the
Directorate to finance the necessary bank
transfers, and;

Othe Directorate bought two nravans for
Renare oHi ci al si neanpsi nthe Transvaal

As a result, in 1983, Frelino soon knew

i ntimat edet ai | sof t wonbaseeanpsi n

the Eastern Transvaal outside Phal aborwa
and one outside Pretoria, and many ot her
details of South African resupply operations
f ort heMN\R, downt ot hel ast AK47 and

handgr enade.

Tri sh Hanekom bel i eves Frelinois
possessi on of this kind of information may
have been a contributory factor in the South
African Governnment decision to sign the
Nkomati Non- on pact with

Frelinmo, which occurred about six nonths
after the Hanekons were jailed. The South
Aii’im government, she believes, had to
project internationally the image of a
governent whi ch, although it m ght have
been destabilising its nei ghbours, had now
resol ved to stop.

Hanekom bel i eves she had a "nora

duty” to underm ne the covert destabilisa-
tion operations. "I am a Zi nbabwean
citizen, and | have a very strong loyalty. But.
the future of Zinbabwe is dependent on
what happens in South Africa

" | f anyof what wedi dasmi st edt he

Frontline States to better equip and defend
t hensel ves against the activities of the
Sout h African Defence Force, then, for ne,



any length of time in prison was

wort hwhil e. "

She accused South African Defence

M ni ster Magnus Mal an of bei ng Rruch

10- than hones? in a neeting with a group
of United States politicians in Cape Town
on Novenber 10 at which he oonbatively
claimed South Africa was not destabilising
its nei ghbours.

w ' he pattern of destabilisation we
exposedi n1983mmt i nuesi nal | i t smai n

el emrents today," she said. |



SOUTH AFRI CAt S DI RTY TRI CKS DEPARTMENT

agents planned to ki dnap ANC

menbers in London. drug them and

ship themback to the RSA to stand trial. has
once again - like the earlier |rangate scanda
- brought to the surface all sorts ot

specul ation concerning South African mlitary
and arms udeal s", and nercenary activity.

VWen the Director of Public Prosecutions in
the UK dropped the charges agai nst the

ki dnap conspirators. it |left many questions
unanswered as to the extent of South African
covert involvenent. ’

The exact details of the plot remain unclear,
there being some debate as to whether the

ki dnappi ng was intended for real, or was a
cover for a nore intricate plan involving a
mlitary coup d etat in the Seychelles. Wat is
certain, however, is that South African agents
are worki ng abroad, and seem ngly making
regul ar contact with M6 and Cl A operati ves.
in the Irangate hearings it was all eged that
Lt. Colonel Oiver North prom sed to send
South African technicians - anpongst others -
to help iran service its mlitary equipment.
Wi | st Col onel North's actions have been
descri bed as that of a "loose gun on the deck
of state", the South African Governnent’s
actions appear anal agous to that of a pirate
vessel on the high sea otintemational politics.
Conparison of Pretoria’s activities with

those described in the "lrangate" hearings is
inevitable, for as North supplied arns to Iran
wi t hout Congress’ approval, there appear to

be sectors of the SA policy-naking

establi shnment who are creating an internation-
al network for the covert suppiy of nen and
equi prent .

Local armanents production has grown to

the extent that the RSA is now anong the
world's ten |argest manufacturers and
exporters of military hardware. However, as it
has been Annseors (Armanments Corporation

of SA) stated policy not to coment on

runours as to the extent of its arns production
and transactions, it is naturally difficult to
confirmthis. Reportedly the RSA has sold

equi prent to Argentina (frequency-hopping
radi os captured in the Fai kands are evi dence
of this), Chile. Geece, Iraqg (100 6-5
howi t zers were apparently exchanged for oil in
1982). Mdrocco (which involved the sale of
Hat e! arnoured vehicles for use agai nst

Poii sario rebels), Omn and nore recently Sri
Lanka, to whom Casspir/Bufiel-type mne-

proof vehicles were supplied. Mreover,

Ri ght: The hard face at s. African

security; below 1Is the 'Cheetah’ In fact an
lereell Kfir?

Recent revel ations that South African
according to di plomatic sources and

conmer ci al records, South African business ,

i nterests have all egedly been buying arns

and mlitary supplies through a Greek front
conpany, and secretly trading themfor oi
fromlran. 'V’

Wi | st much of the technically-edvancea

has been procured through

equi pnment

coll aboration with Israel. at times the strength
of this relationship is surprising. Reports that



israel recently supplied the Republic with

bet ween four and six Boeing 707 in-flight
refuelling tankers. equipped with a sophisti-
cated surveillance and intelligence gathering
ELTA system astounded nany peopl e.

especially at a time when the Jewi sh state was
seem ngly distancing itself fromPretoria.
However, speculation that Atlas Aircraft
Corporation’s up-to-date Cheetah ground-

attack fighter is in fact an Israeli Kfir and not
nodi fied Mrage as clained. mght indicate the
extent of Armsoofs and the RSA's |everage in
the international arena: a godfather in the
underworid of covert state operations.
Nonet hel ess. in light of the ANC ki dnap

case and lrangate, it is the use of SADF
personnel and South African nercenaries

abroad which is generating the greatest

degree of interest at the nmonent. Pretoria stil

apparently finds it difficult to deny convincingly

the roles of the SADF, MIlitary intelligence and
its National intelligence Service in Col one
"Mad" M ke Hoare's abortive Seychell es coup

d etat in 1981. the exact details of which stil
remai n cl ouded by controversy. Ilronically, it
was Hoare who "succeeded" in nmaking

nodern nercenary sol diering respectable tor

a brief period in the Congo in the md-1960’s.
Leading the all-white and predom nantly

Sout h African Five Commando, he success-

fully spearheaded Congol ese military opera-
tions against the brutal and seeningiy

i rrepressi bl e adventuge’ xand pay!) which

swel led 7 the nmunbei’s; 33tof; g;-wSouth African
nercenaries in, later icam paigns: in Biatra
during the Nigerian eivii-war: in Rhodesia; and
now, allegedly, in Sri Lanka agai nst the Tamil
separatists and in supporting Contra m ssions
ai med at usurping the N caraguan regime.
However. as the "lrangate" hearings have
denonstrated, these types of often pseudo-
state operations |end thensel ves open to the
probl ems of inefficiency, |ack of accountability,
charges of illegality and, to bitter intenecine
conflict of policy. indeed, Colonel North did not
manage to secure the release of a single
hostage with his arns deals; the exact
beneficiaries of the profits derived renmain
uncl ear and. there is evidence of infighting
bet ween the National Security Adm nistration.
the CIA and the State Departnent.

"Destroyers of places"

The parallels with the Republic are obvious:
especially involving the | ack of accountability
of the SADF-dom nated State Security

Council . the existence of which is unknown

even to many whites. and the apparent conflict
of interest between the "hawks" (ie. the

SADF) and the "doves" (ie. the Departnent of
Foreign Affairs) in the regional policy-naking
process.

There exi sts another conpletely difierent

soci al problem peculiar to the Republic’s
situation. In view of the RSA's security
difficulties, and the concom tant combat

trai ning and experience of its young Nationa
Servi ceman. South Africa could be entering a
upost - Vi et nam vet eran" type phase, where

di senchanted youth with nothing but mlitary
experience. unable to get civilian job
opportunities. otter their skills to the highest

a



bi dder. Are they creating a breed of
nmercenary |ike that described by Sir VWalter
Ral ei gh as: "Seditious, unfaithful. disobe-

di ent; destroyers of all places and countries
wi ther they are drawn as being held by no

ot her bond than their own commodity"?

The spread of such a situation and the

know edge that South African arns night be
supporting illegal regimes el sewhere, does
little to enhance their pariah status and
sett-conci ousness abroad. The intra-state
conflict of the policy nakers aside. these
covert activities iliustrate the paradoxica
position of the South African governnment: the
desire (and plea) for international acceptance
as a stable. |lawful and denocratic regine,
whi | st engaged in a systematic and

conpr ehensi ve range of covert operations
funded or directed by state agencies.

A speci al correspondent
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Morris exam nes the predi cament.

11 South Africa, where 73% of the

popul ati on has amto 13% of the | and,

about one in every six South Africans is

honmel ess. I n the urban area of Soweto near

Johannesburg, one of the wealthiest cities

in Afrim an average of 16 people live in

each Sowet o house which is a box-like

structure divided into four small roomns.

Oiicial hgures admt that there is a

backl og of at |east 342,000 housing units for

bl acks, not counting the inhabitants of the

honel ands, and a back-1o0g of 161,344 in the

non-i ndependent honel ands. 503, 344 fam -

lies are acl now edged to be wi thout any

adequate shelter.

12 New African February 1988

Influx control has been abolished and bl ack South Africans are now allowed to
wor k where they can, but they are not allowed to |live where they like. Five
mllion are honmel ess and there’ 1S no clear policy for their future. Patricia
In Septenber 1987 the Deputy M nister

of Constitutional Devel opnent said that

there is a total of 1,310,813 black squatters

in South Africa, 850,000 of whomlive in the

Transvaal province. These are only the

official figim

@ enda d over, a specialist in urban

housi ng problens, told ne that it is unclear

how t he Government arrives at its officia

figures. For a start it is diEcult to define the

term"squattef’ in the South Afrim

situation. "Farm | abourers, for instance, can

be evicted at any tine, as an domestic

workers who live in the back yards of their

enpl oyers urban houses. These peopl e

FIVE M LLI ON

HOMVELESsts. ;

31t h:

Driven out 0! their honmes, those chlldren
try to consol e ouch othu

woul d appear to be honel ess too?

G enda G over is particularly involved in
noni toring and advi si ng shackdwel | ers

bet ween Johannesburg and Vereeni gi ng
south of the Johannesburg munici pa
boundary. Between the begi nning of

Sept enber 1987 and the first week of
Noverber 1987 there was what appeared to
be a mmpdgn of harassnent | aunched

agai nst them by the authorities There were
670 prosecutions for illegal squatting or for
trespass, sone people being arrested as

many as four for five tinmes All the people
appearing at one regional court.

Says G over, "They have to appear in

court within two days of their arrest. If
there is no | egal defence, our experience is
that they are convicted and receive
suspended sentences. \Wive been able to
supply sone | egal defence for the 670.
They're then granted bail, usually



I NC NU VI CLCDO

somewher e between 30 and 50 rands. Then

they return to an illegal situation. Wile

they are at work they are fine: influx contro
| aws have gone and they are allowed to

work in the city. But their living conditions

are illegal. They dont have an alternative

to that because of the housing shortages.

"l hey unit make thensel ves | ega

residents.” 0

Until July 1986 when the inilux contro

| aws were abolished the people were

expected to go back to their honel ands even
ifthey have lived in the urban area, for

f several generations. The Governnent

sought a new solution to the problem by
publishing the Orderly Urbani sati on papers
| ast year (1986), the effects of which have
not yet beenseeni nacti onl ti snowt he

responsi bility of the Provincial Admnistra-

tions to deal with the housing problem
"Hopei hlly," said M dover, Rihey wll

quickly identify land for infornal

settlenents where people will be supplied at
| east with basic services such as water and

sanitation, and then be allowed to erect

shelters with a tenure of land."

A group of 2,600 shack-dwellers at

Var kf ont ei n near Benoni on the East Rand

were encouraged to live there by a white

owner in contravention of the G oup Areas

Act. He was not doing it out of the goodness

of hi sheart of cour se, but waschar gi ng

t henr ent of bet ween30and60r andper

housi ng structm e. The white nei ghbours

ri ght wing | obby objected, so the Province,

in cooperation with the town council of the

bl ack urban area Davyton, provided

alternative |and for these people which was

suitabl e because it was in the sanme area.
T I |

Luckily it so happened that the | aw

provi ded for the expansion of that black

urban area

"Now, " said Ms dover, we have to see

what the Government is going to do in cases ,

wher egr oupsneedt obesett| ednearwhite -

ar easwher ewor keanbeobt ai ned Pewl ei Z

need housi ng where they live. They are

verypoor andmml t at f or dh’ ansporttowork. ;

We still have to see whether the

Government or Province is prepared to

provi del and out si det hebl acknbanar eaal

Nei ghbons al so objected to the squatters

at \Weelers Farm al so south of

Johannesbur g, where between 7-9, 000

peopl e were squatting on "whitd | and. The

farnmer was not in occupation and they

weren’'t paying rent, so the province

expropriated the |and and declared it an

uenergency np" under new regul ations.

VWhom for entry onto the | and and

how one lives on the land an be quite

stringenti says dover, "at Weeler's Farm

both the army and the police have in turn

enforced pemiits and patrols which the

Governnent argues are necessary to

prevent an influx onto that |and.

"The decl aration of an enmergency canp is

at least a sign of recognition that these

peopl e exist on the |land and need not be



di spersed byarnestsand denolitions of their
hones. There is the prom se for them of

some kind of security w thout the

harassnment suii’ered by other shack-
dwel l ers in the surroundi ng area.

"I't has been proposed that these people

nove to a piece of land called

W | debeosfontein north of Vereeniging,

close to Everton - part of the

i sten kil onetres awayhmwher et heyare

at the noment? .

Geoil’ Budl ender, Director of the
Johannesburg Legal Resources Centre

guot ed anot her case; Wi 1985 the

CGovernment said there would be no nore
forced renpovals. That isnt the way it has
panned out. Sonme communities which were
under threat of renoval have been

npri evedBut t her ei sf ori nst aneea

conmunity, with which Pm deeply

i nvol ved, at Brits - about halfan hour from
Pretoria. They have lived legally on their

| andi nar ecogni sedt ownshi pf ort hebest

part of 50yeai s. Thet ownshi pi scl oset ot he

city and industrial area. They can walk to
wor k. The CGovernnent now says that al

those people have to nove to anot her
townshi p whi ch has been devel oped about

25 kil onetres away. That aEects about

10, 000 people. It was a policy decision which
was taken before what was said to be the
abolition of forced renovals But in fact the
CGovernment is continuing to attenpt to
conpel the people to leave the place in
which they live and to nove to a new

t ownshi p.

D smay and hopel essness stare those peopl e, nade honel ess by apartheid | aws,
the taco. Often they nust break the law to survive
"Britsisreall yat esti nggnundasf ar as

policy is concerned. If the renoval continues
it will be the clearest denonstration

i magi nabl e that the policy of forced
renoval s for political reasons is still alive.
wAst owhat wi | | happenitisdifiicultto

say. There is still the possibility that the
conmunity will be reprived although at
present the Governnent is refusing point

bl ank to do that.

"Well they may consider the natter

cl osed, but 10 , 000 people at Brits donit
They are- resisting very strongly. They

will not be noved Its quite Clair that they
will not be noved other than by force and
the question is whether the Governnent is
goi ngt osendi nbul | dozersto shiitasettl ed
conmuni ty of 10,000 people. If they do its
going to be extrenely unpleasant. Ifs a
tense situation in which things amflare up
pretty quickly. It will be extremely ugly if
they attenpt to go ahead, not because
anybody wants it to be ugly, but because the
people sinply want to stay where they are
and thefve never been given any good

reason why they shoul d nove.
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T&VER STORY

CHI LD TORTURE I N

SQUTH AFRI

Shaken by the defiance of South African youth, the police and security forces
have taken to the use of the npbst brutal forns of torture agai nst defencel ess
children. A nmajor international conference has provided convincing evidence
that physical and psychol ogical torture is w despread and the conplaints of the
victims are largely ignored by the authorities. Chris Mlvor reports.
ouras Nakhl obati is 16-yeaxs-old and

wi nes from Tenbi sa township in the

Transvaal, South Africa At 3. 30am

on the 10th October, 1986, the house he was

staying in with several others menbers of a

student committee was surrounded by the

SADF and nenbers of the Special Branch

The door was kicked in and the six

occupants of the house beaten with whips

and batons for about forty-tive mnutes by a

group of over 10 soldiers, nost of whom

were white.

During this time the students, all of

whom at that tinme were under 16, were

asked to identify each other as nmenbers of

the ANC, though as Bouras cl ai ned, none

of themhad any links with this

organi sati on. Bouras was the only one to be

taken to Tenbi sa police station where he

was kept with several other detainees from

other raids in the towship in the open

courtyard of the building. "All | had on was

apai r of j eansandat hi nshi rt. Wehadt o

squat in the courtyard for several hours

despite the fact that it was raining and we

had no shelter. The police | aughed when we

asked themif we coul d nove?,
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At 6am Bouras was taken into a room by

hi nsel f and handcuffed to a chair. There he

was attached to two el ectrodes and

subj ected to about 30 nminutes of electric

shock treatnent. Once again his interroga-

tors, one white, one black, asked himto

identify his colleagues and friends as

menbers of the ANC or other banned

organi sati ons. These questi ons were

interspersed with blows to the head, face,

chest and | egs the marks ofwhich are stil

visible to this day. "No, | was not fornally
charged. No one informed ny parents. | had

no access to a | awer or |ega

representation. Al | was told was that | had

been pointed out as a troubl emaker and

that this was the reason | woul d be taught a
| essonf’

After two days of interrogation in Tanbisa
police station Bouras was then taken to
Canpden Park where he was handed over

to a new set of nterrogators who prom sed
himthat this time they woul d have no
diEiculty in "breaking him" The reiine-
ments of the torture chanber in this
institition placed Tenbisa in a m nor

| eague. "They stripped ne of all ny clothes
Beaten and brutallsed children

contenplate a bleak future

and put me inside a kind of diving suit

whi ch they fastened to cover ny head. A
rubber was inserted into nmy nouth so that |
couldn’t scream Then they turned on the
electric current. The pain was so intense
that on several occasions | blacked out.



uAfter about 30 minutes | was taken out
and then |l ocked inside a ti’idge for whati
guess was about half an hour. Then | was
returned to the suit and so it went on and
onmeasal sot akent oar oomn t har owof

bright searchlights attached to a wall. | was
ti edt oapol eandnyheadf ast enedsot hat | .
couldnit nmove it fromside to side. Then they
put the lights on and left me for severa
hans. "

Alter three days in Canpden Park

Bouras was taken to another prison where
he was kept for three nonths before being
rel eased. Throughout his ordeal he was

of fered no access to a | awer, received no
visits fromhis parents and was never

i nforned of any evidence whi ch had
inmplicated himin any crimnal activities
Despite severe burns to his body oomnsi oned
by electric shock treatnent and acute pain
in his eyes due to the searchlights, he
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recei ved no nmedi al attention throughout

his time in detention. Today Bouras finds it
diilicult to sleep, is unable to read or wite
Muse of his affected eyesight, is subject to
recurrent bouts of fear and depression and

i i ndsi t har dt ot nst evenf am | yandnear

friends and coll eagues. In July of this year
Bour asl eRSout hAf ri eaandvowshew | |

never return until the apartheid systeni has
been di smant| ed.

W1 liam Modi bedi is 11-years-old and

cones how a townshi p near ngersdorp

South Africa. On the 6th of October | ast
year he was sleeping with his brothers,
sisters and nother in their small township
house when the police arrived at about 1
oiclock in the ,nmom ng. Four arned men

br oke down the door and woke up all the
children. When Wlliams nother tried to

i ntervene as they took himaway she was
pushed aside and told to m nd her own

busi ness. WIlliamwas taken to

Krugersdorp police station where he was

kept for two nonths, again w thout being
formal ly charged and wi t hout havi ng access
to a lawer. During that time he was beaten
and assaul ted by various policenen and
accused by them of burning down shops and
ears and neckl aci ng peopl e who hel ped the
pol i ce.

Wl lianms mother, whose other fbur

children have al so been held in detention
the ol dest of which she clains has been
raped, renmenbers when she mfirst

allowed to visit her son. 'Wen | arrived at
the police station to visit Wlliam| could see
that he had been badly beaten. He was

cryi ngandsever al of hi st eet hhadbeen

knocked out." In Decenmber WIIiam was

rel eased wi thout any charges havi ng been
made agai nst him The mm of his

experience, his nmother clained, are visible
to this day, not so rmuch in any physica

mar ks of beating or torture but in the fear
andanxi et ywhi chhei snowexpect edto

live with for the rest of his life.

Bour as Nakhl obati and WIIiam Mdi be-

di were giving evidence at a conference in
Harare on Child Repression and the Law in
South Afriw. The catal ogue of horrors they
revealed is only a iiaction of an increasing
body of docurentatJon which has been
collected to substantiate clainms that a
systemati c and w despread use of torture
and assault is now being enmpl oyed by South
African police and mlitary against the
civilian popul ation of the country. The use
of torture and physical intinidation

recogni ses no age limts. In Khorankoor
police station in Bophuthatswana, in

13 year old Tabesa Mapusa was shot in the back by SA Security forces |In Botswana.
She I's now paral ysed

J

i a
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Sept enber an ehtire class of school children
nunberi ng 50 boys and girls were rounded
upbyt hepol i oeandt akent ot hest at e

nortual y. Ther et heywer enmadet ol i eon

the floor and were beaten with wire whips



and si anboks for several hauls. Media
reports by prom nent doctors, supported by
phot ographs of the injuries sustained by
these children were part of the evidence to
substantiate their clains, but as yet no one
has been charged or reprimanded with this
act of brutality.

"80 per cent abused"

The docunentation of such events has

been systematic and neticulously carried
out, clained one representative of the
Det ai nees Parent Support Committee

(DPSC) at the Harare conference. "The

M ni ster of Law and Orderf he conti nued,
"has consistently dism ssed our clains of
physical brutality on the part of his police
force as unfounded and | acking in evidence
and has said that ifthis does take place then
it is isolated and extrenmely rare. So we
deci ded to ensure that our docunentation of
police brutality against children was as

obj ective and as verifiable as possible."

He cites a survey carried out in Cape

Town in May, June and July of this year

when a group of 83 children who had pa$ed
through detention were nonitored by a

gmup of doctns and | awexs. O the 83

ct hmmwhoseagesmgedt i on 4t ol 7,

64 conpl ai ned of physical abuse and

beat i ngsandmanyof t hemhadswi st o

it. 60 per cent had devel oped

recogni sabl e psychol ogi cal synptonms as a
result of their ordeal. Reports from

noni toring groups in other regions have

poi nted towards the same conclusions. In
July of this year, for exanple, an oHicial of
the Pinetown Child Wl fare Society

reported that in the organisation's
experience 180 per cent of children passing
t hrough detention have been physically
abused. "

But as Don Foster, a psychol ogi st at Cape
Town University, pointed out, the definition
of torture should be extended to cover those
acts of psychol ogi cal intimdation of
children which are as acute as any physiw
abuse or actual violence. He believes that as
New African February 1988 15



i nternational attention begins to focus on

t hi si ssuet heSout hAfri m policew || be

_ nore tenpted to enpl oy thesepO techniques,
since they | eave no physical scars and
eannot bepoi nt edt oi nacourt of | aw.

y Prol onged oonlinenent, hooding, sham
executions, he clained, were now part of the
repertoire of the South Aii’iean State to
teznrise its opponents. Watching the
torture of others or listening to the screans
of detainees in other cells can be as
terrifying as actually being kicked or beaten
onesel f: Even the fact ofindeiinite detention
with no amto |l awels, famly, friends etc

i sanact of brut al i t yt hat manychi | dmm

have deea’ibed as worse than the whippings
they frequently receive."

The ability of police and mlitary
authorities to enploy such tactics agai nst
youngchi | dr encoul dnot beearri edoutw th

such inpunity without the conmplicity of the
| egal systemin South Africa. As nmany

del egates pointed out, this has now becone
an armofthe State and the former boast of

t hej udi dar yt hat i t wasoneof t hebest and

nost i ndependent in the world has now

been reveal ed as a total fabrication. Under
the present State of Enmergency, for

exanpl e, children can now be held in
detention without access to any |ega
representation or their parents and w thout
being formally charged.

The DPSC has estimated that between
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7,500- 10, 000 peopl e under the age of 18

have been hel d under these regul ations

si noeJune 1986. Atthesaneti met hose

children who are charged and pl aced on

trial ai enpposedmhaveanesst oaspeci a

court, but all this has nmeant is that the
public, including parents, have been
excluded fromthe Ws

courts in South Africa,’ clained one |aywer,
"are conposedof amagi strat e, apr osecut or

and an interpreter. The children are not

i nforned that they can have | ega
representation at a court hearing and in
manyeaseswhezet heydoknowt heyhave

beent oof t i ght enedt oaskThei nt er pret er

is very often in |l eague with the prosecution
andi neaseswhi chl haveawended| have

heard on numerous owesions interpreters
distort the statenents of the clients they
wer e supposed to be hel ping.”

Anot her inportant feature of South

Afrimm | egislation under the present State
of Energency is the imunity from
prosecution that has been granted to police
andmi | i t aryf or act sof vi ol enceandi nsone

mses nurder. O 406 conplaints |odged in
1986 in Port Elizabeth against acts of police
brutality only 6 were investigated and these
di smissed after a couple of nobnths. In a
recent ease in Durban when a 14-year-old
yout h brought a prosecution agai nst the
police for injuries sustained during
"questioning" the court dismssed the ease

" bullets and birdshot any nore. The birdshot



recent yeais? As many del egates pointed 7

out, the | astdende has seenchil dnen

experi ence of rising unenpl oynent, anger '7

agai nstt hebreakupoffam |y |ifeunderthe

repressi ve backl ash on the part of

experiences in prisons have-only hardened 7,
country of apartheid. That is the mgjor
brut al i seust henmondet enni nedwear e ’

andor der edt heyout ht obepr osecut ed for

uintimdating nmenbers of the police fbreef’

As a result ofincidents |ike these many

chi | dnrmandt bei r paxent sar er ehwt antt o

approaeb-legal insitutions to demand

redressirinjmiesagainstthan. .v.:. 2

Mmt m tyfirpt mecumrhowever, ?

hashadni eeexi ousoonsequens. State

vi ol enee has al ways been apart of the

apert hei dsyst embut pr evi ousl yi haewere 5

[imistowhatindividual seoul dbeupeet ed

t oget awayi wi t hNowt hat t heSt at eani

the judiciary have signalled tomlitary I

autlnritiestiiattheyhaveati’ eehandthe

i nci dents of deaths anpbng the general

popul ation resulting frMrmusetmity aetivi- |,

ties" has increased dramatically. Wthin ,

t hi sgener al u’ endcbi | dm have not been a

excepted. Over 300 children have been

ki | | edasar esul t of pol i eeacti onovert he

| ast two yeazs. 1,000 have been seriously

wounded. A recent survey in Cape Town

reveal ed that 55% oft hose who have died

frompolieeormlitary bull et shadbeenshot

i nt heback, anot her| $% nt hesi de. Asone

doctor ii’om Soweto testified, W dont see

much of | ess serious injuries fromrubber

waschancteristicoftheiiiststateof

emergency. Now the bullets we find are

hi gh velocity. At the sanme tine at the

begi nni ngof | ast year nost of t hei nj ni i es

wexeperi pheral -t hati sar nghandsl egs

et e-whereasnow he injtn’iesarenore

rel at edt onr eor ganshketli eheartlts

cl ear theyareshootingto kill."

Mor e determ ned

But why this targeting of children in ,

[

beconeani nt egnl part of r esi st ancet o’

apartheid for several nmasons. Resentnent

agai nst an inferior education system the

| abour syst emhasgi venri set oananger

among the youth that has been translated ’

into structtm of opposition against the

State.

Student and yout h organi sations which

have organi sed school and consumer

boycotts and denonstrations have prolifer-

ated and this in turn has caused a

Government authorities. Neverthel ess as

Nodea Mol etsi, a 19-year-old youth who was

detai ned in Decenmber 1985, concl uded,

Wes, |wanttogobackt oSout hAfi-iea. Our

us, madeusnor edet er m nedt ori dour

contradiction in Government policy of the

| astfewyears. Thehar dert heyopposeand:
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Publ i sh and be banned

The Weekly Mail, South Africa's only renmaining |liberal newspaper is "
surrounded by a sea of uncertainty and restrictive |egislation. One false
nove and it could be banned or pernanently censored, already it has
received an official closure warning. Patricia Mrris reports,
through a crisis. Seven "liberal" papers

cl osed down. It wasn’t a question of politics

- at least, not ostensibly so. It was a matter of
noney. There sinply wasn't the readership

t here hadoncebeen. O courseitonel ooksa

rittle further one hnds a political connection, as
with nost events in South Africa. The country
had entered a new phase of "unrest". as the
government euphemi stically called it. and

whites with the buying power were no | onger
interested in paying for doom|aden news

which tried to tell it like it was.

These cl osures and the sinultaneous

retrenchment of joumalists left a massive hole
in the South African nmedia. Little relevant

news nmanaged to filter through the censors

and the existing self-censoring reportage. the
state of emergency regul ations, and the

State’s resistance to divul ging information.

Then two retrenched journalists fromthe

Fiend Daily Mail, Irwin Manoi m and Anton

Har ber, took a ganbl e and set up an

alternative weekly newspaper. the Wekly

Mail. They started with a staff of three. Two
years on. they have a statf of 25, ten of them
reporters. Wth additional contributions from
freelance journalists they have established

what serious readers believe to be the only
surviving uniforrniy worthwhile newspaper in

the country.

The Weekly Mail has survived economcally
because, as a bleary-eyed Manoimput it to

nme in a shanbolic set of offices (the Mail’s
prem ses yet again on the nove in search of
cheap rents), it is "a tightty-run cottage

i ndustry". The reason for the sand-bl asted
eyebal |l s was that he’d been up nost of the
previous night distributing the week’s edition
the driver had been off sick. There can't be
many national newspapers whose editors wll

make the deliveries when a crisis sets in.

On what grounds can one rmake assertions

about the Weekly Mail’'s inportance? Its sal es,
says Manoi m nodestly. are 20,000; its

readership an estinated 70,000. In a country
with four million whites, |ess than half of them
Engl i sh-speaking, this tigure is nothing to be
nodest about .

An inmportant factor for the Mail is that not al
its readers are white. Wat are the bl ack
readership figures? "It's difticult to estimate.
Wien we did a reader’s survey we

deliberately didn't ask people their race
because that’'s a South African cliche," he
replied with a smle. "All we know is that nost

| eadi ng bl ack activists. trade unionists, people
on Robben island, read the Wekly Mail. CQur
reporters hnd that it they go into a black area
and say they're fromthe Wekly Mil, there's

IN 1985 the South Ain’can press went

Hal |’ s editors Manoi m and Harbor -

"und- bl aated W

nanme recognition. So it’'s clearly known."

Their original purpose was to cover the



"unrest" which by 1985 was getting m ni ma
coverage in the South African press. "W
thought,” Manoimtold me. "there should be a
paper which brought news. to white readers
especi ally, at what was happening on the

ot her side of the Iine. The whol e point about
apartheid is that it seals people oft fromone
another. So it is quite possible to live in a white
city and not know what is going on in the rest
of the country."

But it's becone increasingly difticult to find
out what’'s going on. Contact networks have
been broken up: many people who fornmerly

provi ded a source of news have been

det ai ned or have gone into hiding. Wile of

| at e newspapers have | ess infornmation about
events. Manoi m concedes that there is
relatively less to report on than there was
during the earlier period of the state of
emergency. in urban areas the "unrest" has

to a large extent been crushed. and events in
rural areas renmin barely accessible.

However, there is no shortage of copy
arriving on the editors’ desks. Throughout the
country small news agenci es have sprung up

whi ch cover events in the imrediate vicinity.
The Mail nakes a careful selection fromthis
supply, nmost of which is rejected on the
grounds that it is not thorough enough. "A | ot
of leg work is necessary to prove one's case,"
said Manoim "because all the odds are

agai nst one."

He was referring to the legal tightrope - or
sonet hing nore akin to the plank - which
consci entious editors haverto wal k. Recently
about seven newspapers - not including the
Mail - received "wamings". A warning is a
letter indicating they have been named in the
Covernment Gazette, after which they have

one nore chance. If a paper makes anot her

sl i pi t canbeol oseddownf or aperi odor a

censor is appointed to keep an eye on it.
"There's definitely a game in progress as to
who they choose to warn at a particular tine.
But nobody’s quite sure what the rationale
behind it is. Some of the recent recipients of
war ni ngs have been surprising choices -

some right-wi ng publications tor instance.
"There’'s a distinction," says Manoi m

"bet ween what they would take you to court

on and what they would issue a warning on
They i ssue warnings on the basis of published
articles for which they can't prosecute
because they don’t breach any regul ation
Essentially its tairty vague: underm ning the
security of the State or prompting the ainms of a
banned organi sati on

"Recently. for exanple, The Sowetan was
warned over an article it published about the
Free the Children conference in Harare. The
item appeared in about the same formin
virtually every newspaper in the country
because it cane trom a naj or news service
Presunably they singled out The Sowetan
because it has a wide black readership."

The Weekly Mail itself has a nunber of
prosecuti ons pendi ng. whi ch have yet to reach
the courts. "These things drag on for a | ong
time," said Manoim "perhaps because the
State’'s cases are not as good as they would
like themto be." Mst of the pending



prosecutions have to do with the Police Act,
which is designed to protect the reputation of
the police force. Any accusation against the
police force has to be proven to be true and
the assunption is that the police version is
true until proved ot herw se.

“It’s a tricky balance," said Manoim "On

the one hand all the cards are in the State’s
hands; and on the other, if they take
sonething to court it nay prove enbarrassing
to them because witnesses may reveal details
hi t herto undi scl osed. " ’

Wi le the Wekly Mail’s readers may by

now take for granted its regul ar appearance,
the editors don't.

-

"I don't think we’'ve ever been in a position
where we think nore than two weeks ahead.
Everything is very arbitrary. For sone tine the
m ni ster has had the power to cl ose down
newspapers and he can use it whenever he
chooses. It’'s that kind at uncertainty which is
the nost difficult to work with."
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