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ANC’'s election

campaign shifts
into first gear

LLOYD COUTTS

THE ANC's election campaign moved
{nto first gear vesterday when its
Witwatersrand regional executive
committee announceéd plans to
adopt a three-phase programme of
action for a “mass-driven” electlon
campailgn.

ANC PWV region secretary-general
Paul Masbatile said the campaign
would be discussed and adopted at a
general council in Mayfair, Johan-
nesburg, on Saturday and Sunday.

The first phase would include the moti-
vation of campaigners and consocli-
dation of the ANC/SACP/Cosatu
alliance, the mass democratic
movement and the patriotic front.
said Mashatile.

Phase two would include door-to-door
campaigning, marches and house
meetings aimed at recruitment and
at digseminating information on
ANC policy.

The third phase would mark the transi-
tion from the preparatory stage to a
“Votes for All" campaign. encom-
passing subregional and regional
conferences, railies and public
meetings focusing on unemploy-
ment. education, housing and health.

Throughout the phases the ANC PWV
would redouble its efforts to create
and consolidate peace initiatives in
the region.

"Central to these meetings will be the
isgue of the elimate of free political
activity, political tolerance and
peaceful coexistence of different or-
ganisations,” said Mashatile.

“The successful adoption and imple-
mentation of this programme
ghould ensure the broadest possible
support for democratic forces led by
the ANC and its allies to bring an
end to more than 300 vears of minor-
{ty rule and usher in an everiasting
paace and democracy for all South
Africans,” he said.

Thirty-three outstanding resolutions
from an annual regiopal conference

last year, including resolutions on

the peace accord, socio-economie is-
gues, seif-defence units, VAT and
food prices, the restructuring of the

, affirmative action relating Lo

women and education would also be

discussed. Mazhatile said.
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ID book backlog

PRETORIA — More than 2,5-mil-
lion potential voters — most of
them black — are still without
identity documents less than a
year away from a possible elec-
tion, government sources said

yesterday.
The figure is about 15% of what is
expected to be a total voters' roll of 18-

miilion le from all race groum.
The total excludes the TBVC states,
where there are an estimated 3-million

potential voters,

1f the four states wete incorporated
Into SA before an election in early 1994
(an unlikely occurrence, the sOUrces
said), It would be impossible to register
all those eligible to vote and provide
thern with ID documents.

It is estimated that black voters will
number in excess of 12-million. whites
just Jess than 3,5-million, coloureds 1.7
million. and Agians about 600 000.

Between 15000 and 18 000 1D docu-
ments were being issued weekly during
1892, but current figures were not
available from the Home Affairs De-
partment yesierday. It is estimated
that by the end of 1ast year virtually all

whites, coloureds _and Asians h_ad‘_ ID___
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affects millions

books. but only 78% of blacks.

The sources said that if the election
was fought on the basis of proportional
representation the heed for voters'
rolls wouid fall away and 3 mountain
of work in delimiting constituencies
::_d preparing rolis would be eliminat-

It would be impossible to complete
the preparatory work in time for a
constituency-based election next year.
However, there appesred to be broad
agreement that the election would be
conducted on a proportional represen-
tation basis.

Meanwhile. the Home Affairs De-
partment is making whatever infras-
tructural arrangements it can. given
the uncertainty over what form the
election will take.

For instance, more than 6 000 ballot
boxes have been assembled i SA pris-
ons and distributed throughout the
country. These are considerably larger
than those used in the ali-white elec-
tions — as there will be 600% more
voters.
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By Kaizer Nyvatsumba
Political Reporter

With the first all-in
general election ex-
pected to take place
not later than early
next year, the African
National Congress’s
PWV region has de-
cided to embark on a
phased programme
which will prepare the
region for “a mass-
driven election cam-
paign”, ANC PWV re-
| gional secretrary
aul Mashatile an-
nounced yesteraay.

Priority

At a press conference
in johannespurg. Masha
tile said that his organi-
sation had made voter-
education a
the next few months.

He said that he aimed
to reach more than

2 million potential voters
during its campa

Mashatile saﬁ the

three-phase campalgn

/ would begin with the mo-

tivation of activists and

. the consolidation of the

ANC-led tripartite alli-

priority for

\ apnce and Patriotic

Front

This would be followed
by intensive door-10-door
campaigning, marches
and bouse meetings.

The third and final
phase of the campaign
would concentrate on
public meetings and ral-
lies that would focus on
'socio-economic issues
and urge people to vote
for the ANC.

ANC PWV regional ex-
ecutive commiltee merm-
ber and spokesman Ron-
nie Mamoepa said that
the programme would be
presented to the organi-
sation's al
coupcil which d hold
a meeting in Mayfair,
Johaonesburg, over the
weekend.

The council meeting,
to be opened by regional
chairmap Tokyo Sex-
wale, would discuss and
adopt a programme of
action on electioms,
peace and the building ot
the ANC.

ANC national execu-
tive committee member
Ronnie Kasrils would de-

liver the keynote ad-
dress.

an effort to restore
peace. his region wou_ltc:
organise ¢e summi
and meur::s with other
political organisations {0
discuss the creation of a
climate of free political
activity, political toler-
ance and peaceful co-ex-
istence.

He said that 33 resolu-
tions left over from the
ANC PWV's regional ex-
ecutive conference last
vear would also be dis-
cussed at the weekend.
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Patrick Laurence looks at failure of political parties to break traditional racial moulds

pending . addition of
| millions of glack voters to
South Alrica's electorale

confronts two of the three
mainstrearn white-conirolled po-
filical parties with a daunting
chalienge.

Under tbe present triracial con-
slitution the Iranchise Is restricl-
ed lo white, celoured and Indian
volers; when Souih Africa holds
its firsl ponracial election wilhin
the next 15 months, Lheir collec-
live shave of ihe vole will shrink
fram 190 L to barely more
than 30 percent. :

Belween now and (hen the pres-
ent eleclorale will expand from
soughly 48milllen (o al least
21 millien veters with the enlran-
chiserpent of nearly 14,4 million
hlack adulls

Blacks will conslitute nearly
70 percent of the enlarged elecior-
ate whiles, who are ihe prime
force under the present consllv-
lion, will comprise less 1ban
20 percent of Lhe new eleclorate,
changes are concentrat-
ing the minds of F'W de Elerk's
roling Nationa! Parly and Zach de
Beer’s Demeocralic Pariy, Unless
they can win a2 modicum of black
their chances of being vi-
able | forces in the new
era ol nenracial elections are nol

Andries Treucnicht's Conserva-
live Parly -- which represenis the

 well under I perceni, HSRC polls

main keological cb in the
white comounily 1o NP's
newly adepted nonracial approach
— appears to have excluded itself
by parrowing its vision to the
white communily and, more spe-
clBcally, lo the Afrikaner people
wilhin while sacjely.

Focxsing oo NP and DP cam-
paigns to the black populace — a3
distinct rom the and lo-
dian communilies — the omens so
far are not geed for eilher party.

Opiclon polls conducted by Lhe
Human Science Research Council
mlhlt the NP blaa Tnadc ng—-

progress so lar n woolng
black veters iolo ils ranks. Black
political support for the NP is

show.
The last of these polls — queted
by HSRC director Lawrence

Schiemmer in the journal, [ndica-
tor Soolh Alfrica - reflects the po
silion o mid-1992. The NP's black
support stood at 7 percent then.
(hen (wo facters may
have allecled the NP's sltanding in
the black communily adversely.
firsl, the humiliating relreat of De
Klerk from Boipatong last June
afler the massacre of blacks
there; second, the covert role of
mililary inicligence, uncovered
by lhe Goldstone Commission lasl
ovember in discrediling Nelson
Mandela's Alrican National Con-
gress.
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Tveumnicht .. . CP excluded
ltsell through narrow vision.

NP esmen, Piel Coetzer
and Sheila Camerer, remain hope-
ful They Lalk of “concemtraling on
getling the NP's infrastructure in
ptace” and “canceolrating on get-
ling the party machine well
oiled”.

They seem unwilling or’ onable
to give specilic details on acteal
recruitment: the nomber of blacks
mentbers in dilferent areas up to
a certain date and the number of
branches established io Jdifferent
townships.

Coelzer parries questions about

black membership. “We don't loch
at the polillcal market on a2 seg-
mented basis,” he says. “We want
the NP to expand as a properly
integcraled whole.”
Asked whether the NP is cam-
paigoing in black areas, he re-
lies: “Ob yes. But we are mol
oldiog large meelings. We prefer
targel-oriented bouse meelings . . .
Ttn: NP is aveiding high-profile
stuft.”

Coetzer’'s pamesake, Juoha
Coetzer, who works in e NP's of-
fice in Auckland Park, Johaones-
burg, speaks about an “undercoy-
er’ ca in Soweto and the
need [or polentlal recriits from
Soweto (o meel in 2 neulral area
like Hillbrew In Johanneshurg.

Co the question of whelher the
NP's past espousal of apartheid is
a problem, Piet Coelzer says
“People accepl that the NP has
changed. Bol people ol colour
complain ihat, though apartheid
as a legal syslem is dead, the ac-
tual daLI: ay behaviour of white
people has noil changed.”

Judging from tbeir comnmenis
black NP members do nol exaclly
proclaim their beliefs fromn the
rooftops; they are ditlident and
ever-conscious ol their stalus as

potential vicllme of what Julia~

Coetzer labels “frightening intlmi-
dation”,

The DP, unburdened by past ad-
vacacy of apartheid and embol-

s Fel'73

Campaigns to woo blacks falter-

dened by ils image as Ihe guard
lan of liberal values, is campaign-
Ing more visibly in black areas.
Bui it has hardly made a bleep on
Lhe compukers of psephologists.
Two ol its recenl meelings in
townships an the ovutskirls of Cape
Town have been brokem up by
black militaols, the lirst in
Khayelistha last moenth and the
second, more recently, in Gugule-
fu. Fi bave been pointed at
the ANC, the Pan-Africanist Cop-
g_eu and the Azsmiam People’s

on

}mamnﬂe!e, Lhe DP's execulive
director, cencurs with Piel
Ceelzer thal inlimidation and in-
tolerance are major impedimenis
lo the DP campaign Lo recruit
black members.

“The liberalion movements are
prepared to (olerale us as long as
we are not a Lhreal o them,” Selie
says. “Bat the moment we Lbrea-
ien toa become a serious contend-
er, they gel uptight.”

Selfe cites developmenls in Ma-
shineng in the eastern Tramsvaal
where the DP has won biack con-
verts Lo its cause and establisbed
the biggest bianch im a bhlack
township.

Its success, however, evoked
aggression from young ANC mili-
tants: DF scholars were physical-
Iy driveo out of schoa! and barred
from entering scheol examinatlion
hallx, ihe house of a DP ofiicial
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was burrd down in a repllmlln‘ﬁ
Lhe fate sulfered by an NP ocof-
vert in Soweto. '
Selle, however, remains hope-
ful. He speaks of DI’ succeases in
areas where npeilher the ANC nor
the PAC have a 3t presence,
citing townships in the easlern'
Free Siate and partially sell-gov-
erning temitory of Qwa ¥ g
Even so the DP recognlses thal
in wouing black wvolers || I8 i
volved in a long batkle. Hence' it
has preposed thal polilical parties
n enly win 1perceat of the
vole in the firsl noncaelal -
Lo qualify for the right Lo
sentation in the constiluent As
sembly. %
The selace for the NP and; DP
— i it can be lermed Lhal —~ is
that the ANC, with ils copmil-~
menl lo ponraciatism, has made
virtually no headway in winoing
while suppori. According lo HSRC
research the potential while ANC
vole hovers between one and.
three percent. 3
The lailure so far of ihese,
avewedly aooracial organisations-
Lo break the racial mould bas oml-.
nous long term implicalions.
Where political partices represent
racial or ethaie forces, democracy -
becomes — in Schlemmer's words.,
~- "“a form of census laking" and a
basis lor divisive conflict rather
than a spwr (o heallhy political.
compelition. O -
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