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United Democratic Front: The UDF,
nearly five ears old, embodies the flowering
of a range 0 ' resistance organtsatmn tn the car-
ly 1%‘05. Its banning this week embtxhesthe
mtreat 01' those organisations tinder recent rep-
ressiun.

It was launched on Aue (’20-21 1983 be-
fore peep e at L' e 5 am lllL‘ nd-  
ing' representatives of sotiie_400 orgaaisations.
'llns grew to 700-800 altthates ranging trout
powet l'ul eqmmumgf groups liite the bowetq
andl‘ottElizabeth menu" ' ' 'Ollll  

   ‘t'ongresses ah ra e unions. to loyal c iurch
groups, .xponmg clubs, and profess‘tonal bod-
res.

  

 

yDI’k n 1clllb‘\il1 was estimateg_;tt
| remottal,one HHWL‘ tt 0 ~

~s wit 1 t tree residents: A hehina him it,
[\rt'hte (iumeae anE! (7st"‘ztr N ‘l ta.

mtta y, it. . - at a l tree-prottged aim:
to oppose tncanteral constitution. tlte
"Koomhot' Bills" and the elections for new
black local authorities. 'lhese issues were pur-
sued primarily'thmugh tlte Million Signature
Cattipat n.
The \ aal u ' \tetttber 1984 trans-

fortnc ie . ts ocus move rom t it:
ea 0 ice s ormal.centrally-planned cam-

raigns to the struggles ofat'tiltates, particular-
y tn black townshipsr around issues such as
rent and local authority representation. etc.
With it the initiative now shifted to the strong-
er affiliates. such as Costs and the civics.

he decla ' the first of the c rent.
n r enctes in u as . id not

too were ‘. any a l IalL‘_S aetu-
a y grew. an more covert. lam! organisation
flqunshed in the form of street and area com-
mittees. ‘

  

   

 

      

 

    

  

 

  

   

Who did what. A guide to the

vari0us organisations—

most of them atliliates ot the

UDF or Azapo— which were

restricted yesterday
.———,———-—

Trade Unio nd several lett—wrng groeps
mrfi‘tfieflfistem Cape. A period of in-
tense conthct with UDI‘ alltliates eutletl alter
the int isititm 01' the littiergcncy, though ide0<
lonica differences still run deep.
De 'tince’s l‘art-tits Support (.‘mumit-

t'et-z l‘he Dl’SC was formed by friends and
families 01‘ those caught in a wave (ifdetun-
thins in August 1931. Since then, it has.
grown into a major human rights monitoring
and campaigning body that has won two inter-
national awa. :Ls.
From the Inst days. the Dl’SC’x vison grew

gradually: it began tut‘ampaign for the release
01' all politit :1] pt isomers, then the abolition of
apartheid ‘ - believing that detention would
exist as long as the current political system cx~
isted.

'l‘he DPSC runs an advice nl‘tice iii Johan-
nesburg, limit which it campaigns tor.legal
changes and for political Pnsoners' rights,
monitors repression and he ps arranoe lamily
visits, l'ood parcels and clothing for getainees.

lt published a monthly report which has
served as the tnost reliable monitor of repres—
sion available in South Africa.
South African Youth Congress: First
mooted by tile Congress of South African Stu-
dents in 1982, Sayco was eventually launched

But successive Emergencies began to take early in I987 to co-ordinate the organisation
its toll, with many leadersdetained or in hiding
and_the head ontce effectively closed down.
Christmas Against the Emergent: campaigns
were launched and calls were at. e for an end
to the Emergency, the release of prisoners.
and negotiation wuh legitimate leaders — but
?ot wrih same organisational back-up as be-
ore.

  

   film e. eir tna or
treason. known as " )elmas tal" has be-
t'otnc a trial 01‘ the . as a who e. witltthe
state accusing it of involvement in a conspira-
cy with the ANC and SACP. . _ .

Historian Toni Lodge sunuttmtses us role in
this way: "The UDF was about the twist etlec-
tit'e political force that has operated tn black
townshi is ever. Now that it is m retreat! there
is a ten ency to dismlssit.‘Butlt|1Inktltv:‘Ls
very iinbwlonant. The UDF did create an actwist
culture at will continue under dtlterent forms
and will always present a Challenge to the gov-
emment."
Azanian Peoples ()r Ianisatitm: Azapo
was fanned six months a ter the gevemment's
1977 clampdown to "till the leadershithar" in
black exu'a-parliamenury resistanqe. _ e ead.
in}; black consciousness prganisatton tn Scuth
A rica. it ts also the IHLUOI’ constituent of the
National Forum. . _

Initially Aupoxvas led by activists who had
avoided arrest. Hs mi fignugl am}; were to
conscientise a mo I use ac workers
through black consciousness; to work for a
relevant education system; to encourage libera-
Lion theology; to expose "the explortauve and
o presswe apartheid system"; to encottrage
b ack unit and to secure a“just distribution of
wealth an power". '

In 1982. Azapo engaged in one of its best-
known campaigns: the owott of an tntema-
tional socger tour. After 1983 the orfianisa-
U011 experienced an influx of {omter obben
Island prisoners at leadership level."niese in-
cluded some of the .BC leaders impnsoned af-
ter the 1975 Saso trial. _
Azapo took art In the drafting of th 3

Azgnian Pgog e's §¥it‘$§tg and ex sses
grave reservations a ut e reedom hatter.
Azapo has continually striven to hmaden its

Support base. but has neyer enjoyed_ the
roundswell of in port which characterised
c’earher era of b a_cl: consetousness organi-

sauons, Azapo has increastn ly emphasised
the sootaltst cpntent of it; phi oso hy..which
distinguishes II from earlier mam estattons of
black qonscrousness. . . .

1t enjoys a close relauonship With the black
conciousness-aligneW

    

01 youth (as opposed to student) activists
across the country. Clainiin an initial ment-
bership in excess of 500 L ttnd made up of
regional structures. it was the largest youth or-
fiantsatton tn Sputh A_[rtcan history and the
DF's largest Single altiliatc.
Launched when the second State of Emer-

gency had already taken a toll on oven youth
acttVIsnt, its operations have always been
“senti-under round". Sayco was more militant
than its pre ecessors, adopting the slogan
"Freedom orDeath — Victory is Cenain". lts
central political credo was informed by the
Freedom Charter, and its leader. Robben |s-
land veteran Peter Mokaba, urged close ce-
operation with siuaent ro‘pru, untons and cr-
vtcs. Sayco's leaders tp was dubbed “the
Class of 8 in a direct reference to the ANC
Youth Lea ue’s “Class of '44" which includ-
gq Nlelson andcla. Oliver Tambo and Walter
tsu u.

South African National Students Con-
gress: Until December 12 1986, Sansco was
known as the Azania" Students Organisation
(Azaso). t'cllecting its black consciousness
mots. ln ‘ \‘ (u \ xtrters ol' the Freed )nt
(,‘hat‘ter' atnetl contt 1 an-
towars te I ~

S'tt sco ts the d mtmant or anisatinn at uni-
versu an co ege cam uxes. WM 1 some
lt'g tes_ LC". as year. its member-
ship. difltcult to estimate reliably. cettainly ran
to several thousand. Sansco worked closely
with the National Unign of South African Stu-
dents an a alliances wttt ayco ana‘th’e“
scfil-based UDF-aligned g tional Students
Co-Ordinatine Coma i :utsco gave ti'ttT‘tiT
Imam“ issues, t'e bursaries and ac-
cemodation, but also took up national catn-
paigzns. Several senior Sansco officials are in
detention.
Cape Y0utlt Congress: [-9111ng in 198} to
unite youth in the Western a . ayco
played a prominent role in the UD -'s forma-
tion and in the atitielection campaign of 1983.
Caycq’s stated aim was to organise the youth,
beltevrng that “‘nttlitanc and anger were politi-
cally insuffiCtent". 'I e toup boasted 36
branches at the end of 198 and subscribed to
the Freedom Charter . Cayco leaders admitted
that the detention of its leaders durin the 1986
State of Emergency. was a setbac . and in
1937. Cayco cadres bore the brunt of the
"wttdoek‘ war in Crossroads. Many of its

   

 

  

   

 

 

members died in the conflict.
Soweto Youth Congress: Formed on Jul
31 1983 in Duhe. Sowetq. Soyco Became l ie
’dr‘minant )‘Outh OIEMISJUOH in South Africa's
lat est lawnshrp. Firmly aligned to the UDF

endorsing the Freedom Charter. Seyco »an

  

. thorities. an

worked closely with its sister organisationahe niunity councils and munici alities. lts aims
w ‘ _ _ oyco was pfOlll-
nt in most major political campai ns in

Sowetp, and was a founder member of a co.
qu a uniegLs'mentbers fought a bitter con ict
with the rtyal Azantan Students Movement.
but this diSStpated during the second Emerge".
CY- .
National Education Crisis Committee:
After the formation of the Soweto Parents'
Crisis Committee in October 1985, a national
meeting of parents, teachers and puptls was
convened to evaluate the schools boycotts.
The 312 delegates and 300 observers. all
agteed that parents and teachers "should )lay a
greater role In the educational sltugnlcs o chil-

Hten". The meeting presented a list 61' de-
mands to the OVL'HHIIL'DK and educational au-

ils to return to school.

- were to fight for the civic n

. or black freehold rights anywhere t

a larizer gathering followed in militantdim‘.

ts of all PE peo-
ple, to. fig ’ t discriminatory egislation, to seek
artiCtpatton in all decision-maktn . to fight

' ' chase
anct tu_restst all attempts to depnve b acks ot
thetgcuizertlshigb‘h . 1‘ 'd

013"" C 3 HS lfSl [CS] Cl“. Was a

chfinsm‘afic. natural leader. hen he was dis-
missed from his jpb only weeks after Pebm's
launch, PE was hit by strikes. particularly the
massive one at Ford.
Pebco also fought the planned removal of

i \Valmer township, but on the eve of a staya-
way its leaders were detained and four were
house arrested.\Vhen a numberof leading PE
aqtivtsts like Henry Fmie. Edgar Ngoyi and
Stpho Hashe returned to the townships from
Robben Isl. d. P_ebco began taking a more

Airill‘) ' 'ILC‘l‘ l- - .. .. _
??I'itcta xgorystilutcg. and ma canEtstorie cali wgfgzrw‘as (japf fin": ”All:£36133):ng
or oycotttttg pll W

;l'liou.s:tttds ol pupi 5 did juht that. but the te-
lum began to cmmble af. gncvant'es continued
and serum force remained in black schools.

an : 'tit‘e among oral authutities. It
brought together ctvtt: asstx‘itutons in Cape

. Town's black townxhi s and in the [inland
towns of Paarl and orcestor. By 198-111m Nl-ZC tried repeatedly to negotiate with \VCCA claimed a paid~up membership 0f

~educatitgnal atithonttcs ant set tip a gtmttttts-
ston to investigate “pen le‘s education." By
late 1987. most of the N <CC's leadetship was removal of people to
in detention.
Azania" Yttttlh ()r lttnisalion: Azayn was
“relaunched" in 198 as a national umbrella
structure for youth aligned to the National
l‘orutn anti Azanian l’eo le's Organisation.
The organisation‘s strengt was never reliably
estimated. Azayt) was aligned to the student
wrng of Ala . the Azanian Students Move-
ment which tn 1986, claimed 30 000 ment-

4 000.
The \VCCA's major fight was a ainst the

. ha elitsha. 0km out-
side Cape Town. It also on; ttevu'u'ons and
helped residents et permits to stay in the
Westem Cape. Ot ier activities of the WCCA
included action a :ainst int'reased busfares and
ogposttion to the creation 0t community coun-
Cl 5.
Soweto Civic Association: Steps to or-
ganise the SCA were taken in September 1979
as a successor to the Soweto (.omntittec ot‘ -

bers. Azayo subscribed to the Azanian l’eo- Ten. By 1980, the UDF-affiliatedSCA hadl33
ple's Manit'estout' 1983. “ranches and was spearheading a campaign
Natiunal Education Union of South against [0 edtenthikes.
Afrimz'lhet'ach‘r': ' ‘ - -L L \ union ntmtclearly ldLn \tions in 198
tified with the UDF. Neusa initially drew
members awayfront-the come vaL'uLeAfueau. coun

ut later

 

Teache ‘ txtat inol Afric
soug ttt_)ltnove that qrg ntsa one oser to its
own posmon. A promment panit‘ipant in man
“‘PDF can} at ns. lfeusa styled itsel

rogrpsswe an wass'towinn stead rowth
when it was banned. 5 y g
_Vaal Civic A&sociation: 'lhc VCA, formed
tn Septeniper 1983. was at the centre of the
Vaal upnsrng a year later and a mainstay of
the rent boycott.
_Catenr_tg for residents of Sebokeng, Sharpe-

vrlle, Bonpatong anq Bophctong townships, it
was formed tn reaction to poor township con-
dlllOn§. lt challenged first the community
counctl and later the Lekoa Town Council on
sharp rent increases.

In 1984 residents decided to march in their
thousands to the headquarters of the Lekoa
Town Council. The clashes with lice that
fellowed marked the beginning of e Vaal up
nsmg.

 

Most of the‘executive are now in detention
and some are in the dock at the “Delutax” trea-
son u tal.

Cratlock Residents Association: Crado-
ra was tine til" the Iirst l)DI-'~:tl'liliatetl civic or-
ganisations to (llgilllihc cunttttunilics in street
cunmuttees.

It was the central organisation in this Kamo
township, which cxpetietwetl one of the lung-
est ewr school boycotts, and launched some
01’ the 1 int cnnsumcr boycotts of white shops,
ringing local white leaders to the negotiating
able.

l-‘omied in 1933 lo i'inht rent increases. Cra‘
dora ant us ca ers tip were s'u ‘
peatetl state liarrastnvnt. Early tn 984,.Crado-
ta's lounding chairperson Matthew (iontwe
and three colleagues were detained lor srx

 

months. Meetings were banned and repeated ,
police hill'mhslllclll was alleeed.

'Crtttltirat suffered a hittc't' blow when Gt‘
ntwe. l'ort Calata and Sparro Mkonto were

, killed in mysterious circumstances tn June
1985.
Port Elizabeth Illack Civic Organisa-
tion: PEBCOI hgrn on Octobef 10‘ 1222. is
one oil e am 5 0 es at: ctvrc organi-
sation. Pebt‘o c: 1 cd for a‘single municipality
for Port Elizabeth. and rejected separate com~

lt le 3 o cott qftownshgp council elec-
' and in June 1 86. joined the

_ wrde rent boycott. A number of SCA
officta s, includin president Isaac Mo ase,
secretary Amos asondo and prganiser UM
Kanytle have been in detention for over a
ear.
elease Mandela Committee: Formed in

Natal in 1983, the RMC campailfins for there-
lease of all political pnsoners, e uhbannt-ng
of orfiantsauons and ne ouauons with legiti-
mate eaders. It recently _aunched acampaifn
for the release of life prtsoner Harry Own a,
reportedly seriously 1”! and has been in
volved in the campaign to save the
“Sh ville Six".
Detainee's Support Committee: Descom
is a UDF-affiliated umbrella ofgrou doing
support work for detainees around e coun-
try.

i from quf

respond imaginatively to new
directions in Soviet policy initi~
ated by Mr Gorbachev.
Gen Malen’s initiative. how-

ever. contained a fatal wealt-
ness as it stood. Professor Bar-
rett added.
The general was trying to

separate the Angolan and Na-
mibian issues. His ofl'er of an
Angolan settlement excluded
resolution of the interrelated
arid protracted Namibian eon-
fltct and thus had little or no
chance of acceptance by the
SovietUnion.
The Soviet Union would de

tnaxtd a settlement of the Na-
mibian conflict on the basis of
thelS‘lBUNpeaceplan.aseon-
nine! in Resolution ‘35. Profes-
sor Barrett said.

_ South Africa had previously
ltnked_ the two issues by de-
manding the withdrawal of Cu-
ban troops from Angola as I
precondition {or implementa-
tion of resolution 66,0eneral
Malan now appeared to be' -
ingtodlsconnectthem. try  


