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United Democratic Front: The UDFE,
ncarly five years old, embodies the flowering
of a range of resistance organisation in the cir-
ly 1980s. Its banning this week embodies the
retreat of those organisations under recent rep-

rCAS 100,
[t was launched on Aucust?
fore people at Muclfell’s Plain includ-

ing representatives of some 400 organisations.

powcetful community groups like the bowclg
and Port Elizabeth Civic organis: 3 youth
congresses and trade unions, to local church
groups, sporting clubs, and professional bod-
IeS.

UDE's total membershi
oné mullion [t was made up 0

s with three presidenis: Albertina Sisy
Arthic Gumede nd Obcar Mpetha, ‘
nially, TReUDF had a three-pronged aim:
0 oppose tricameral constitution, the
"Koormhot Bills" and the elections for new
black local authornities. These 1ssues were pur-
sued primarilythrough the Million Signature
Campaign.

The Vaal u ptember 1984 trans-
formedThe L ts focus moved from the
ead OITice’s formal, centrally-planned cam-
aigns (0 the struggles of attiliates, particular-

y in black townships, around i1ssues such as
rent and local authornity representiation, eic.
With it the initiauve now shifted to the strong-
er atfiliates, such as Cosas and the Civics.

he declaragion of the first of the cyrrent
spate of Emergencies in August 198D did not
hit the UDF 100 severely. Many alfiliatesactu-
ally grew, and more covert, local organisation
flounshed in the form of street and area com-
miltecs. ‘

But successive Emergencies began-to take
its toll, with many leadersdetained or in hiding
and the head oftice effectively closed down.
Chnstmas Against the Emergency campaigns
were launched and calls were made for an end
to the Emergency, the release of prisoners,
and negouauon with legitimate leaders — but
not with same organisational back-up as be-

wals estimated at
U reeronal
u,

fore. _ _
A major blow v etention and subse-
quent charemne of nvo major UDFE officials

error Lekota and Popo Molefe. Their tnal for

rreason, hnown as Qe "Delmas trial”, has be-
come a trial of the - as a whole, with the
state accusing it of involvement tn it conspiri-
cy with the ANC and SACP. ‘
Historian Tom Lodge summiuises s role
this way: “The UDF was about the most eflee-
tive political force that has operated in black
townships ever. Now that it s in retreat, there
is a tendency (0 dismiss . But [ think it was
very important. The UDF did create an activist
culture that will continue under different fonms
and will always present a challenge to the gov-
emment.”
Azanian Peoples Organisation: Azapo
was formed six months alter the govemment’s
1977 clampdown to “fill the Ig:udersht_thuF" in
black extra-parliamentary resistance. The lead-
black consciousness organisation in South
Frica. it is also the major constituent of the
atond Forum., . 0
Initially Azapo.was led by activists who had

avoided arrest. !éi ny% ﬁgnu;[l! ain; were (0
conscientise ahd mobihise black workers
through black consciousness; to work for a
relevant education system; to encourage libera-

tion theology; to expose “the exploitatve and
oppressive apartheid system™; O encourage

in
A
N

wealth anz power”. _ :

In 1982, Azapo engaged in one of its best-
known campaigns: the boycott of an intema-
tionul soccer tour. After 1983, the organisa-
tion experienced an influx of former Robben
Island prisoners at leadership level. These in-
cluded some of the BC leaders impnrisoned af-

ter the 1975 Saso mal.

Azapo 100k part in the drafting of th 3
Azanian People’s Eﬁgif:‘-slg and expresses
grave reservanons about the Freedom Charter,

Azapo has contnually striven to broaden its
support base, but has never enjoyed the
goundswell of support which characterised

e earlier era of black consciousness organi-
sations. Azapo has increasingly emphasised
the socialist content of its philosophy, which
distinguishes it from earlier manifestations of
black consciousness.

\ It enjoys a close relauonship with the black

This grew to 700-800 aftiliates ranging from ]

with the National L

conciousness-aligned Nationat*Council of an

Lest we forget: What the 17 organi

Who did what. A guide to the

various organisations—

most of them affiliates of the
0-21. 1983 be- UDF or Azapo— which were

restricted yesterday

-——1—-,—-——-_-—_—
Trade Uniog%and several left-wing groups
in the Western Cape. A period of in-

tense conthet with UDE alhihiates ended atier
the imposition of the Emergency, though ideo-
logacal differences still run deep.

Detainee’s Parents Support Commit-
t¢¢: The DPSC was formed by friends and
Camilics of those caueht in o wave of deten-
tions in August 1981. Since then, it has,

£rown into a major human nghts monitoring

and campaigning body that has won two inter-
national awds, |

FFrom the fust days, the DPSC's vison grew
eradually: it began to campaign for the release
of all politcal prisoners, then the abolinon ot
apartheid - - believing that detention would
exist as long as the current political system ex-
isted. |

The DPSC runs an advice office in Johan-
nesburg, from which it campagns for legal
changes and for political |pn-smlcr::' rights,
monttors repression and helps arrange tamily
visits, food parcels and clothing for detunees.

It published a monthly report which has
served as the most reliable monitor of repres-
sion available in South Afnica.

South African Youth Congress: First
mooted by the Congress of South African Stu-
dents in 1982, Sayco was eventually launched.
early in 1987 to co-ordinate the organisation
of youth (as opposed (o student) activists
across the country. Claiming an initial mem-
bership in excess of 500 000 and made up of
regional structures, it was the largest youth or-

anisation in South African history and the

DF's largest single altiliate.

Launched when the second State of Emer-
gency had already taken a toll on overt youth
activism, its operations have always been
“semi-u ndcr%mund". Sayco was more militant
than its predecessors, adopting the slogan
“Freedom or Death — Victory is Certain™. Its
central political credo was informed by the
Freedom Charter, and its leader, Robben Is-
land veteran Peter Mokaba, urged close co-
operation with student E;’O‘u‘p!‘, unions and ci-
vics. Sayco's leadership was dubbed “the
Class of "87", in a direct reference to the ANC
Youth League’s “Class of '44” which includ-
ed Nelson

Sisulu.
South African National Students Con-
gress: Unul December 12 1986, Sansco was

Anown as the Azanian Students Organisation
(Azaso), retlecung its black consciousness

roots. In_1953, supporters ot the Freedom
Charter'gamed control, and steered 1t ste;
towards the :

Sinsco 1s the dominant organisation at uni-

vcrsu?r and college campuses, with some
Brnchies by theen ast year. Tts member-

ship, difficult to estimate reliably, certainly ran
to several thousand. Sansco worked closely
1on of South African Stu-
dents, and had alhiances with Sayco andThe
school-based UDF-aligned National Students
Co-Ordinating Comny ansco gave atlen~
tion (0 Campus 1ssues, like bursanes and ac-

black unity and o secure a “just distnbution of comodation, but also took up national cam-

paigns. Several senior Sansco officials are in
detention,

Cape Youth Congress: I'IQIIJWQ in 1983 to
unite youth in the Western Cape, Cayco
played a prominent role in the UDIF's forma-
tion and in the anti-election campaign of 1983.
Cayco’s stated aim was to organise the youth,
believing that “nulitancy and anger were politi-
cally insufficient”. The gioup boasted 36
branches at the end of 1986 and subscnbed to
the Freedom Charter . Cayco leaders admutted
that the detenuon of us leaders during the 1986
State of Emergency, was a setback, and in
1987, Cayco cadres bore the brunt of the
“witdoek” war in Crossroads. Many of its
members died in the conflict.

Soweto Youth Congress: Formed on Jul
31 1983 in Dube, Soweto, SGyco becanie the
asminant youth organisation in South Africa’s
Iargcst township. Firmly aligned to the UDF

andela, Oliver Tambo and Walter

endorsing the Freedom Charter, Soyco -

worked closely with its sister organisation, the
W p[£SS. S0yCO was prom-
nt in most major political campaigns in
Sowelo, and was a founder member of Sayco.

For a uime its"members fought a bitter conflict . 3 :
. and to resist all attempts to depnve blacks of

with the rival Azanian Students Movement,
but this dissipated during the second Emergen-
cy. .

National Education Crisis Committee;
After the formation of the Soweto Parents’
Crisis Committee in October 1985, a nauonal
meeting of parents, teachers and pupils was
convened to evaluate the schools boycotts.

The 312 delegates and 300 observers. all

agreed thit parents and teachers “should play
greater role i the educational strugeles of chil-
dren”. The mecting presented a list of de-
mands to the covernment and educational au-
thorities, and a lareer gathering followed in
April 1980, 1 an, Here the NECC was
and made an

IStone cCal
oycotting pupils to return to school.
‘Thousands of pupils did just that, but the re-
tun began to crumble as gnevances continued
and security force remained in black schools.

Or

The NECC tried repeatedly to negotiate with
-educational authoritics :m{(sct up a conumis-
sion to investigate “people’s education.” By
late 1987, most of the NECC's leadership was
in detention,
Azanian Youth Organisation: Azayo was
“relaunched” in 1987 as a national umbrella
structure for youth aligned 0 the National
[Forum and Azanian People’s Organisation.
The organisation’s strength was never reliably
estimated. Azayo was aligned to the student
wing of Azapo, the Azanian Students Move-
ment which in 1986, claimed 30 000 mem-
bers. Azayo subscribed to the Azanian Peo-
ple’s Manifesto of 1983,

National Fducation Union of South, 383inst
Africa: The teacher’s union most Clearly idcn-\ It le

tified with the UDF, Neusa initially drew

members away fronrthe conservitive African

Teachers Association ot Africa,_but later
sought 1o move that orghnisaton closer 0 its
Own position. A prominent participant in man
. UDF campaigns, Neusa styled itsel
progressive ~and was showing steady srowth
when 1t was banned.

Yaal Civic Association: The VCA, formed
in September 1983, was at the centre of the
Vaal uprising a year later and a mainstay of
the rent boycott.

Catering for residents of Sebokeng, Sharpe-
ville, Boipatong and Bophietong townships, it
was formed in reaction 10 poor township con-
ditions. It challenged first the community
counctl and later the Lekoa Town Council on
sharp rent increases.

In 1984 residents decided to march in their
thousands to the headquarters of the Lekoa
Town Council. The clashes with police that
followed marked the beginning of the Vaal up
rsing.

Most of the executive ire now in detention
and some e in the dock at the “Delmas™ trea-
SON ul.,

Cradock Residents Association: Crado-
ri wis one ol the tirst UDE-affiliied civie or-
SANISILIONS 10 Organise comimunitics in street
COMMitlees.

It was the central organisation in this Karoo
township, which expernenced one of the long-
est ever school boycotts, and launched some
of the {inst consumer boycotts of white shops,
rnging local white leaders 1o the negotiating
uble, '

Fornmed in 1983 to tight rent increases, Cra-
dorazind its Ieadership were subjec
peated state harrasment, Early in 1984, Crado-
ra's founding chairperson Matthew Goniwe
and three colleagues were detained lor Six

months, Mectings were banned and repeated |

police harrassment was alleged.

Cradora suffered a bitter blow when Gd-
niwe, Fort Calata and Sparro Mkonlo were

- killed in mysterious circumstances in June.

1985.
Port Elizabeth Black Civie Organisa-

tion: PEBCO, born on Oclnbcf 10, 1979, is
one of the country s oldest black Civic organi-

sation. Pebeo called for a single municipality
for Poit Elizabeth, and rejected separate com-

sations did

were 10 ﬁ'ﬁht for the civic n

munity councils and municipalities. Its aims
‘ ﬁls of all PE pro-
ple, to fight discniminatory legislation, to seck
articipation in all decision-making, to fight
or black freechold rights anywhere they chose

their citizenship. '
resident, was a

'ihozamile ha, its first

chdnsmanc, natural leader.When he was dis-
nussed from his job only weeks after Pebco’s
launch, PE was hit by stnkes, particularly the
massive one at Ford.

Pebco also fought the planned removal of
Walmer township, but on the eve of a staya-
way its leaders were detained and four were
house arrested.When a number of leading PE
activists like Henry Fazzie, Edgar Ngoyi and
Sipho Hashe retumed to the townships from
Robben Island, Pebco began taking a more
mulitant dire*lign. -

Western (Gape Civic Association:
WCCA was forme 82 to fight injustice
an qeuce among local authonties. It

nu
brought together civic associations in Cape
v Town's black townships and in the Boland

towns of Paarl and Worcestor. By 1984
WCCA claimed a paid-up membership of
4 -000. : ‘

The WCCA's major fight was as;mn.ut the

removal of people to Khayelitsha, 40k out-
side Cape Tg:vn. [t also fought eviclions and
helped residents get permits to stay in the
Westem Cape. Other activities of the WCCA
included action a xainst increased bustares and
oplposilion to the creation of community coun-
culs.
Soweto Civic Association: Steps (o or-
ganise the SCA were taken in September 1975
as a successor (o the Soweto Committee of® -
Ten. By 1980, the UDF-affiliatedSCA had 33
Abranches and was spearheading a campaign
roposed rent hikes.
a boycott of township council elec-
tions in 193fand in June 1'9PB'6'. joined the
countrywide rent boycott. A number of SCA
officials, including president Isaac Mogase,
secretary Amos Masondo and organiser Vusi
Kanyile have been in detention for over a
ear.
elease Mandela Committee: Formed in
Natal in 1983, the RMC campaigns for the re-
lease of all political prisoners, the unbanning
of organisauons and negouauons with legit-
mate leaders. It recently launched a campaign
for the release of life prisoner Harry Gwala,
reportedly seriously 1ll, and has been in-
volved in the campaign to save the
“Sharpeville Six". |
Detainee’s Support Committee: Descom

is a UDF-affiliated umbrella of groups doing
support work for detainees around the coun-
try.
(from pg.1"
respond imaginatively to new
directions in Soviet policy initi-
ated by Mr Gorbachev.

Gen Malan's initiative, how-
ever, contained a fatal weak-
ness as it stood, Professor Bar-
ratt added.

The general was trying to
separate the Angolan and Na-
mibian issues. His offer of an
Angolan settlement excluded
resolution of the inter-related
and protracted Namibian con-
flict and thus had little or no
chance of acceptance by the
Soviet Union. |

The Soviet Union would de-
mand a settlement of the Na-
mibian conflict on the basis of
the 1978 UN peace plan, as con-
tained in Resolution 435, Profes-
‘sor Barratt said. |
~South Africa had previously
linked the two issues by de-
manding the withdrawal of Cu-
ban troops from Angola as a
precondition for implementa-
tion of resolution 435. Geperal
Malan now appeared to be try-
ing to disconnect them.




