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resulted in 66 reprieves being granted to condemned 
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Opinions on the death penalty differed substantial- - 
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- “There are those who feel that the death penalty is 
© a cruel and inhuman form of punishment. Others are 

s only effective safeguard against violent 
* crime and that it gives effect in such cases to the 

of the opinion that it is, in some extreme cases, the 

| retributive and deterrent purposes of punishment. 
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The last hanging in South Africa was on November 

14, 1989. President de Klerk initiated a reform of the 

death sentence laws on February 2, 1990, which did 

away. with the mandatory death sentence. 
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“The Government is not insensitive to the diver- 
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