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. 'I'he Peonle Shall Governl
[ SENT BY'WGIR

EMBARGO: IMMEDIATE

ANROUNCEMENT BY THE STATE PRESIDENT ON MEASURES TO TERMINATE THE
VIQLERCE

Last Saturday 3 exprassed tha shock of the Government and the
country at the senseless, cruel .and repulsive killing of
innocent peoplw on trains and in public placas.

I also said that an obligation rasted on all lesdars togethar to
bring to an end the violence prevailing in our country., I am
grateful for the detarmined co-operation of various leadars from
various quarters and for the publie appeals they have szince made
to bring to order those planning violance. and -for their joining
the Government in its efforts to bring about peacs,

Certain additional measures have baen taken in the mean time and
Othars are envisaged.

At the weekend a numbar of {mportant additional security
measures wers announced, moat of which have already basn
implemented. The Cabinet ‘today ratifiad thess meamures,
Unfortunately thara has been some misunderstanding which ia
receiving the attention of the Minister of Law and Order,
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8|curihy action alona is, hawcvir, nae sutticiont and tharaforn
‘the Governmant has approvad additional meaaurns.

Before turning to" these, I want to emphasise that the Govarnment
has committad itamlf ko the process of nagotiation, not only to
geak peaceful constitutional solutions But also to deal with tha .
causes of problems., Nonstheless, it would appear that there are
still thoze bhant on thwarting the process of negotiation by
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violence which is not aimed at the Stata in the first instance,
but at pelitical opponents and innocent individuals, ;

The present violance cannot bha allowad to continue. It is
consequantly necessary for further staps, over and above the
already comprshensive steps, to be taken in ordar to end the
violancn and to normalise tha situation,,

ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF ARMS 2

Nowadays there is a tendancy, particularly in western states, to
deal with armed adventures and the illegal use of weapons for
the perpatration of crime, by means of atricter penaltias, Ths
REA should not be an exception to this rule. '

The current violance cannot be allowed to continue. Therefora
it 43 necaasary to take steps to end it and normalise the
situation,

In this connection the dovernment has decided on the following
measures: '

It is imperative that the illegal possession of weapons by
{individuals and organsations be terminated as soon as possible.
Inaividuals and ofganisidtionz 4in possession of unlicensed- or
unregistered weapons, or weapons which may not be owned in terma
of the law, have to be persuaded to hand theszs weapons in to the
Police. : ‘ e

witn a view to this the Gove:nmnnt has docided to q:ane
‘indesmnity from proszacution ‘&0 all perszons and organizationu*that
nand in or reapért firearms, explosives and other arms and
ammunition illegally in their possaesasion ot undar their control,

to a police officer at a police station befors 1 October 1390. J

'
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Furtharmore these persons will be given an opportunity to apply

in the normal manner befors 1 OcCtobar 1590 for & licence to
poszess 2 specific weapon.

It has t0 ba clearly understood that -

2 : this  decision applies. to  all individuals and P""'::
~ organisations and that no individual or organization :
can ‘have regourse to any other negotiations in general Fyﬁn.
or in particular, not to surzender arms;

. no individual or organisation that has not come forward
: bafoza 1 Octobsr 19950 shall Dba exempt £from the ¥
ebhligation to point out axms caches and azurrender
illegal firearms, explosives etc.)

* the sacurity forces shall continue with a purposeful
uncovering of arms caches and of weapons, ammunition,
explogives, ate, which are in illegal possession of ¥
contzol, Thoss found in illegal possazsion of the
aforementioned acms, etc., ara liable to prosacutien.

At the same time tha Government has daecided to offer rewards to
the amount of R100 000 for information leading to the uncovering
of such armaments and arms caches, Tha réwa;ds zhall be paid in
accordance with a scale which will be datermined and announcad
by the Commissionar of thes South African Polica. Any such
information that may be receivad, as well as. tha 1dent1ty' of
those making the reports, szhall ba kept gecrat. .

SPECIAL AND EXPEDITIOUS INVESTIGATORY PROCEDURES

Tha repulsive acts of violencs and other incidsnts demand that
avazy incident be invastigatad apmedily so that the facts may ba
' brought to light and those rasponzible can bs brought to book
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without delay. The normal proceadurgs of investigation are, ' of
nacessity, tima-consuming,

v

If a gquilty party cannot ba clgarly idon:ified in tha event of a |
death, it is ususl ¢to hold an {nquest which may point o
possible guilty parties. This procedursa haa bean givan a new

. dimension by an amendment to the Inqueats Act in terms of which

& judge may be appo_:'.nted &s presiding officer. Tha motivation
for thias amendmant was to f£ind a satigfactory altarnativae to the

many commissions of inquiry appointed,

At the time of the first Sabokang incident, an inqﬁant undar the
direction of a judge would have sufficed, hsd this machanism
been availabla at that tima.

The additional need to establish speedily tha facts which may

lsad to a criminal prosecution will ba satisfied largely by
legislation currently being processed and alraady announcaed by
the Minister of Justice, 1This lagislation is designed to
expedite the investigation of serious crime.

Concerning the treatment of allegations of abuse of powaz,
propesed amendments to the Advocate Gensral Act have already
been announced. Thess amendmants are to receive attention early

4n the coming parlismentary session,

The above proposzed measures are, however, not  yat fully
available. ' ;

Accordingly 4t has bean dec“idu that the Mix;inter ~-oj'f'~'Justin
shall, as an interim measure, inatitute apscial investigation
units headad by an. attornay gqeneral or a"':fdeputy'--attor"ney
genszal. The £ull capability of the SAP shall, in consultation
with the Miniaster ¢f Law and Order, be placed at his disposal
for the investigatory work, fThese units ghall be charged with

conducting investigations without -dalay and with ensuring that
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the coriminal procaess takes itz course expaditiously. The
following incidents have to ba investigatsd urgently:

a) The incidents of violence which occurred at Sabokeng during
the nights of 3 to 4 Septamber 15950.

B) The attack on pa;lenqers‘ot 2 suburban train at Johannesburg.

c) The incident at the Jappe railway station during the past
waek,

{

3( d) The alleged ambush in which a policaman was racently killed.

@) Any other incident in ths past or in the futura with which
the Minister of Justice may from timn to time charga the
investigating unit to sxamine,

Investigation units shall report to the Ministers of Justics and
of Law and Order in the shortsst possible time and adviza them
on! ; '

a) Prima facie facts relating to each case; and
b) the courss to be taken in each case.

In eaddition to, tha aforementicned, inguests into appropriate
cases will be instituted as socon as possible. ..Where 1m0
indioasad by the Minisler uf Justics, .tney will ba prasidad over
by 8 Jjudge. The Minister of Justice will make furthar
snnounosmants in this connection,

Possible additional actions by the Government will ba considared
fzom time to time following reporta by inveatigation units or

. the findings of dinquests. This includes the appointmant of
commisaions of inquiry,
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PUBLIC LIAISON UNITS AND INVESTIGATION OF ALLXGATIONS

Apart from the steps I have jugt announced, I wish to point out
a3 well that the Government, further to the Pratoria Minute, is

~ investigating the institution of mechanisms of communication on
local, regional and national lavels. . The purposs of thase
mechanisms is to identify and deal peacefully with community
griavances i{n ordesr to obviate conflict.

Thesa public liaizon units will be directed at the aearly
prevantion and dafusing of potentially explesive situations.

! am also considering appointing an independent, highly
raspected parson with a view to following up allegations of
misuse or exceeding of powar by governmant 'inltitutiona.
organisations or by individuals. The purpose of this is not to
do the work of any existing inveueiqatién unit but to maka an
initial avaluation of such complainty, Thim will enabla ms and
tha Cabinet to assess Such allegations and to decide on
appropriate action. '

A further announcment regarding tha public liaison unita as well
88 the appointmant of tha above-mentioned independent person
will ba mada shortly.

In conclusion, . I wish to make an appeal once again to evary

laadsr as wall as every perbar of the publieg, to co-qporato'with
‘the sacurity forces so that the viclence may ba brought to an
end soon. I wizh to give the assurance that actions taken by
the ancd:::y torcas will be strict but’controlled and impartial,

18SUED BY THE OFFICE OF THE STATE PRESIDENT
PRETORIA
.19 SEPTEMBER 1990




