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- Dear Rams Ramashia,

I am writing to you to follow-up on our telephone conversation today. At 2 consultation held in
' Gencva on the preparations for the upcoming ninth session of the United Nations Conferen¢e on
Trids and Dwalc:pmcnt (UNCTAD IX), which will be held in Midrand, South Africa, &pril 27 To)

M a great deal of interast way expressed In bolding a meeting for \*GOs in
arallel with the main meeting. The draft proposal (attached) suggests two kinds of meeriog, both
 to take place just before UNCTAD IX, at the site of the confereace. I am writing to you so that

. we might work together 1o ensure that this ¢pportunity is used in 2 wuy that ig as helpful as
' pOlllhle to the South Aft{can NGO ¢ommunity.

Jhe Geneve consultation was argamzcd by us, the UN Non-Govemmental Liaison Service |
(NGLS) together with UNCTAD. NGLS is an inter-agercy programme of the UN, supported by a 5
- dozen or more programmes {n the UN systern and a variety of bilateral donors, It aims to foster o
. and gupport greater dislogue and cooperation between the UN system and NGOa. Qur four broad |
 programme areas are; humap development, environment and development, the global economy,
.and Africa's recovery and development. NGLS is not 2 funding agency. It organizes events, axd |
publishes & regular newsletter and other outreach materials, in order to build stronger interaction
_between NGO4 and tha UN.
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* A brief summary on UNCTAD's work is attached,

Thc idea of holding parallel NGO meetings in South Africa met with a great deal of interest at ;

‘the UNCTAD-NGO c¢onsultation. Zaida Hameker, from IRED-South Africa, Thabi Shange from |
Philisisizws Assoolation for Development (Johannesburg) e well as Nancy Kachingwe from ;

'MWENGO (Harare) thought that NGOs from the region would welcoms the epportunity to leam
mm sbout the issues of the global ¢gonomy, to share experiences, and to develop some joint

‘strategies for follow-up work.

Corregpendence fw the Coordinator should be addresdad (o the Genave Ofﬁce
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We ate asking you for comments on this preliminary propasal and hoping to move ahead on some _' £
of the very practical issues that such an undertaking gives rise to. A key concern i3 to sscyure fupding -
in time to be useful, so we need a working proposal on these linas to start circulating among potential
donors very 30on. We are consnlting with UNCTAD at the same time, so the proposal remains
very much at a provisional stage for now.

To give you an ideéa of what we can do from here, NGLS could offer

» lisison with UNCTAD eas required, including ensuring documents are circulated, et

» contact with NGOSs from other regions (mcludmg sending invitations, etc.)

 help in the planning the meetings

» one staff liaigon in Géneva during preparations, and two staff on siteé duritig the session
« management of the travel fund for NGOs from outzids of the region

» orientation for NGOs at UNCTAD IX proper

¢ help to davelop strategies for interaction with UNCTAD and member govettiments

o coordination of fund~raising efforts ¥

There ars many things that we cannot, of course, do. The most important is earuring that the progmmme
makes for an event that is useful in your wark in the region, From there ths ligt stretches to logistical
coardinauan on site, although we will be able to talk with UNCTAD hers about meeting rooms,
interpretation and so0 on. It might be useful to hold & conference call in early December, to go through
a to-do list, clatifying roles and aslumpdcns We naed to involve a South African NGO, or coalitlon of
NGOs, with the capaeity to plan & meeting for 100 ot so people, coming from around the world,
S0, ideas, feadback, a sense of what kind of time and resources (g, saff, etc.) ara availgble on your sidei
would be invaluabie o move ahead with getting funding from hare, As would an idea on what fund.
raising might bes possible with the South Aftican government, or foundations in the region, or your
- partners, Comments on the budget, on whether the proposed meetings look usefl; anything, whether
magjor or miner, would be important, I am gorry to put pressure on you for a swift response, but we fieed
to approach potential donors well before the New Year if we are 10 be able to olear & response in timg,

Looking forward to hearing from you, and t6 working with you!

With very best wishas,

Yours sincerely,

Ophmahdu:phy% J

CC: Sibongale Mkhabels, TNDA
Zrida Hameker, IRED.South Africa
Thabi Shange, PAD
Nan¢y Kachingwe, MWENGO

Srespondence for the Coordinator 8hould be addrossed to the Geneva Offic
NGLS Is an inter-agency project of the Jeint United Nations information Committae (JUNIC)
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