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South frloanRel)
By Michael Parks
LosAngeles Times Service

LUSAKA,Zan1bia —- The Afri-
can National Congress15 being en-
couraged to abandon its guerrilla
war against minority white rule in
South Africa. A new international
proposal would legalize the organi-
zation and free its imprisoned lead-
ers, including Nelson Mandela
The proposal, drafted by a spe-

cial Commonwealth mission, is’
aimed at opening the first direct
negotiations between the govem-
ment in Pretoria and the African
National Congress on the political
future of South Africa and thus
ending the escalating violence
there.
The Commonwealth group,

made up of‘‘eminent persons”
from seven Commonwealth coun-
tries, is scheduled to return to
South Africa on Tuesday to seek
Pretoria’s acceptance of the pro-
posal. Most South African political
commentators say that the group ‘
will get at least a qualified y.es
When formally proposed the

Commonwealth peace plan1s likely
to win wide international support,
Western and African diplomats1n
Lusaka say, for it appears to offer
the best chance that South Africa
has yet had to end the violence.

But the African National Con-
gress, the principal guerrilla group
fighting the South African govem-
ment, has serious misgivings about
the Commonwealth plan, its offi-
cials say. They say the plan would
lock the organization into fruitless
negotiations.
Although the grpou has long de-

manded the releagrse ofMr. Mandela
and other political prisoners andHS
own legalization, it has many ques-
tions about the proposed negotia-
tions, particularly their intended
goal.

Moreover,its senior officials say
that a premature cease-fire, ending
their guerrilla war and theinsur-
gency in South Africa’5 black ghet-
tos, would deprive the African Na-
tional Congress of most of its
leverage1n the proposed negotia-
tions and lead to compromises that .
its supporters would reject.
“A trap,” one senior member re-

marked,1'eflecting the general but
still unofficial view at the group’s
headquarters in Lusaka “We are
not going to give up the armed
struggle on the basis of promises,
especially when we are making sig-
nificant progress. Taken as it is
this proposal could be the death of
the ANC.”

Oliver Tambo the organization‘ 5
president has expressed consider-
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- able skepticism about the plan,
particularly about negotiations
that would reform rather than end
apartheid, South Africa’s system of
racial discrimination.
Another official suggested, as

Mr. Tambo did in an interview last
month, that negotiations could be
started without a cease-fire and
that if real progress were made, a
truce could then be agreed upon.
Yet to rej ect the Commonwealth

proposal could make the African
~ National Congress appear to be un-
reasonable and cost it vital support
abroad and among the white mod-
erates it is wooing in South Africa,
and even among moderate blacks
there.
Zambia’s president, Kenneth

Kaunda, long one of ,the organiza-
tion’s staunchest supporters, has
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already urged it to take up the
Commonwealth propposal asp“the
last hope’’the region has of avoid-
ing a civil war in South Africa

When Mr. Tambo replied that he
would not negotiate with President
Pieter W. Botha of South Africa
under the present circumstances,
the state-run Times of Zambia de-
clared in _a page one editorial, “He
is entitled to his stand, but where
does that leave our leaders’ often
repeated efforts to, first of all, get
the two sides together? The situa-
tion is getting desperate for every-
one, and something must be done
to stem the crisis.”

Picking its way carefully through
this political minefield, the Airican
National Congress has not re]ected
the Commdnwealth proposal, hop-
ing that its criticism will be heard

 

els 0111to PeaCe Plan
before the plan15 formally present-
ed .

As outlined by Sir Shridath S.
Ramphal, the Commonwealth sec-
retary-general, the plan provides
for a mutual eease-fire‘ by the gov-
ernment and guerrilla forces gfol-
lowed by talkgs on the country’s .
political future. 1
To create the cliniate for such-

negotiations, the government
would release politiCal prisoners
and legalize the African National
Congrfss, which1t bannedm 1961.
The organization, in return, would
pglede its full efforts to end the
violegnce that has engulfed South
Africa’s black townships for most
of the past two years.
The plan resembles in many re-

See AFRICA, Page 7



AFBICA‘EMRebels Cool t0 Proposal
(Continued from Pag)e%1)

spects a pronosal that, according to
South African government sources,
Pretoria put to the African Nation-
al Congress informally a year ago
but that the group rejected then.

Both the guerrillas and the gov-
ernment have already raised ques-
tions about the terms of the cease-
fire proposed by the
Commonwealth group, about the
organization’s ability to halt the
township unrest and about the or-
ganization, scope _and goals of the
proposed negotiations.
The South African government

also has said it would reserve the
right to take whatever action is nec-
essary to restore order if unrest
should continue or spread after 1e-
galization of the organization and
the release of political prisoners.

I Tutu Assails Press

Bishop Desmond M. Tutu of
South Africa accused his country’s
press Monday of deluding the peo-
ple by hiding the truth, Reuters
reported from Vienna.

Addressing the annual confer-
ence of the International Press In-
stitute, Bishop Tutu said, “Most
white newspapers have done a
grave disservice to the people of
South Africa in not helping to pre-
pare whites for the inevitable —— a
more equitable, a morejust, a more
democratic and nonracial setup.”
The Anglican leader said that

most South African papers had
“sold their souls in exchange for
immediate realizable advantages,
mainly financial ones, which go
hand in glove with popularity in the
white community.”
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ANG
squad
snatch t, < A»
hospital
captive
From David Beresford,
in Johannesburg

The outlawed African
National Congress has pulled

011' one of its most daring op-

erations in South Africa,
snatching a ‘captu‘red comrade

under armed guard in a Natal
hospital.
One man, believed to have

been a visitor to the hospital,
was killed in cross-fire be-

tween the gunmen and police.
The two police guards were

wounded during the shoot-out.

The ANC unit, armed with
rifles, entered the Edendale

hospital in Pietermariztsburg
on Sunday night disguised as
doctors, carrying their weapons

under White coats. They pro-
duced the guns and opened
fire as they approached the in-
tensive care unit where their
22-year-old colleague was being
held.
The patient was on intrave-

nous drips, which were pulled
out of him as he was dragged
out of his bed by his rescuers.
He was put on a trolley and
pushed to a waiting car, in
which he and the gunmen

made their getaway.

The rescued man was in a

serious condition after under-

going two operations. He had

been shot in the stomach last

week while trying to escape

after police found weapons in

the boot of a car in which he

wastravelling with a colleague

in Edendale. The colleague
was-shot dead in the incident. '

News of the rescue was

greeted by a statement from
South Africa’s Minister of Law
and Order, Mr Louis 1e

Grange, saying that it was
“-yet more proof of the deter-
mination and callousness 0f
the ANC gangsters, who have
no respect for human life and
who ki1=l in cold blood. No
respectable government can
negotiate with such a terrorist
'organisation about reform.”

The shoot-out and rescue
came a few "hours before the
white opposition parliamentar-
ian, Mrs Helen Suzman, had a
two-hour meeting with the
gaoled ANC Leader, Nelson
Mandela, in Pollsmoo‘r‘ prison,
Cape Town.
. She emerged from the meet-
ing yesterday morning to say
that Mr Mandela was deter-
mined to create a climate for
negotiation in bouth Africa
and was the country’s last
hope for a peaceful settlement.
.Mrs Suzman, who 'last saw
the ANC leader three years
ago, said she had been amazed
by how well informed he was
about current affairs after 24
years in gaol. He was deter-
mined to accept nothing less
than unconditional release. ,

-She said: “He is committed
to help create a climate for

negotiation and assured us that

the ANC shared this commit-

ment. The Government can sat-

isfy itself about the sinceritv

of this commitment by

«.unbanning the ANC and

Turn to back page, col. .3 



mhospital Snatchwzhf“l
Continued from page one

releasing Mr Mandela and his
fellow prisoners. We firmly be-

lieve this would put South Af-
rica on the road to a peaceful
solution," she added.
Mrs Suzman said that heap—

peared to be in good health

and had no complaints about

his treatment. other than that

he was having some difficulty

getting correspondence in and

out of the prison.  

An Afrikaner and fellow MP
in the Progressive Federal
Party who accompanied Mrs
Suzman, Mr Tiaan van der
Merwe, said that he had found
Mr Mandela “a very imposing
man.” He said he had left the
prison feeling. much more opti-
mistic about the future. -“Mr
Mandela can play a key role in_
establishing a new South Af-
rica which whites needy not
fear,” he said. I

  



Botha‘plan to lift

ban0n the ANC’«\4\¢°
From David Beresford - ,

and Patrick Laurence .

in. Johannesburg 1

The South African Govern-
ment is reported to have
launched a key initiative under
which the ban on the African

National Congress would .be
lifted and its 1eadér,Mr Ne‘l
son Mandela, released from
gaol in return for an end to
hostilities -
Widespread press speculation

about negotiations between the
Government'and the ANC was.
fuelled by the disclosure yes
terdtay that President P.W. Bo
tha and his Foreign Minister,
Mi Pik Botha, had sent a mes
sage to the Tokyo summit
pleading f01 reicognition of the
steps alieady taken 1by Pretoria
to dismantle apartheid.
A meeting on Monday be-

tween Mr Mandela and the
white libeia-l MP, Mrs Helen
Suzman has been seen as an
other sign that peace talks
may be imminent. 1 '
However her optimistic as-,.

sessment that his release could
lead to a peaceful resolution
of the conflict in the country
was met with derision-from
ministers. The Minister of_Jus-
tice, Mr Kobie Coetsee, said
that her conviction that the
ANC teadei was a man com-
‘mitted to creating a climate
1'01 negotiations was contra-
dicted by Mrs Winnie
Mandela’s statements urging
blacks to fight for their libera-
tion and by acts of violence by
Mandela supporters
Diplomats also said that opti-

mlsm should .be tempered with

.011 this is to persuade Mr Botha1

,aths in police custody and de-

caution - advice justified by
the c‘bol response which Mrs

Suzman’s statement 'on her

visit drew from Mr Botha He

told the in‘fluential Afrikaans

daily, Beeld: “Mr Nelson

Mandela knows what channels

to use if he wants td send

messages to me.’~ .

He 1epeated ' that Mr
Mandela must renounce vio-

lence as a condition for his.
release.
A1great deal of the optimism 1

-— even reflected in the pro~

Government Beeld -—- revolves

around a peace plan prepared

by the Commonwealth Eminent!

Persons Group The first step;

to release Mr Mandela and to
lift the ANC ban in return for

persuading the ANC t0 aban-
don its guerrilla war A second
step is to begin direct or indi-
rect negotiations between the
Goveininent and the ANC.
Meanwhile, a monitoring

source said yesterd-av that de-

tentions of activists had:soared
sincethe lifting of the state of

emergency in March. The De-
tainees’ Parent Support Com-
mittee said fix‘re blacks died in
custody in April,‘ at least three
of . them anti-apartheid
campaigners.
That compared with 12 such

deaths in all of ‘1985, and 79
since the Government author-
ised detention without ‘charge
in 1963. The committee con-
firmed 377 detentions in the
first four months of the yeai,
m01e than double the figure of
161in the same period last!
year

 



__Ohly Talk on Soum¢2§fiifl§lfl
Secretary of State Gebrge Shultz seems to

understand that th houriis late for peaceful

change in South _ rica. for a year he has

been denouncing a artheid as “evil” and

“repugnant.” Now h ’adds a passionate
warning that it imposes an intolerable

“moral, strategic, economic and political”

burden on Western interests.
The secretary’s passion is a welcome anti-

dote to the apologias with which the admin-

istration used to greet Pretoria’s half-heart- ‘

ed gestures of reform. Mr. Shultz says

apartheid “must go soon” and now is very

clear about what he wants in its place: a

“democracy that knows no color,” that of-

fers equal protection to blacks and whites

and that is negotiated between them.
But the secretary does not stop there.

America’s duty is to remain “constructively

engaged,” he says. Serious sanctions or dis-
investment would cause “economic de-
struction” and only make a bad situation

worse. What does that mean? It can mean
only that, in Mr. Shultz’s view, white su-

premacists in Pretoria are ready and able to

preserve their political monopoly even at

the cost of their prosperity. And if that is so,

how does he propose to uphold the great

moral and strategic interests he sees at risk?
Like most thoughtful people, he is not

sure. He thinks economic disintegration

would invite violent revolution — and a

radical, equally oppressive black. regime.

He wants the whites to share power with

blacks while there is still time, yet seems

daily less persuaded that they will do so.

It is a dilemma, but not as paralyzing as

Mr. Shultz implies. If Pretoria will not give

black leaders the stature they deserve, the

United States could confer it, by recogniz-

ing their political organizations and openly

.supporting their political striving.

That course is now urged by the very

business leaders Mr. Shultz wants to keep

constructively engaged in South Africa. The

heads of the main US. companies there,

supported by many South African business-

es, are asking for legalization of the African

National Congress and negotiation with its

jailed and exiled leaders. The regime con-

tends that m0§t 0? thmtavorvioleme and
a Communist'governmeri‘tpbutwthaLis not
the judgrnEfiféfEnowledgeable capitalists.

Inexplicably, Mr. Shultz and his Hiplomats
won’t even talk to these black leaders to

draw their own conclusion. ’
Mr. Shultz is right to be alarmed, but

words will not suffice where even economic

pressure seems inadequate. To show effec-

tive sympathy for South Africa’s blacks, he

has to constructively engage them.

—— THE NEW YORK TIMES.


