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(SHANNESBURG (Reuter) 
.B.-e South Africa’s law and or- 

'rl der minister has ordered an in-   
|t swestigation into charges by a 

' top:judge. that police officers 
e=have been involved in murders 
r:=and mounting township politi-- 

cal fighting. 
++yi*The order by the mimster, 
. Hernus Kriel, ‘came as eight 

thore blacks were killed, push- 
the death toll in toWnshlp' 

...figfilting to mote than 54 in six 
da 

l%satal Province Supreme 
Court Judge J.M. Didcott had 
..said on Wednesday, *The 
,‘South African police commit 
'well-planned murders and 
3 crime.” Hé made the remarks ; 
¥ in a speech at Johannesbu 
.- University of Witwatersrand. 
; = 3'“The standard of the South 

‘African judiciary is so high 
that I am convinced no judge 

“Would saK such a thing unless 
¢ had t 

G I_{nel said in a statement. 
; ;"Referring to the conduct of 
golice in township violence, 

idcott said: “It is a truism 
_that power corrupts and abso- 
‘é yte power corrupts absolutely. 

““And that is exactly what we 
—— 
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have seen in the case of some . 
ollcemen To reassert the . 
aw’s control over the police 
force, to ensure that it, too, is 
governed in the future by the 
rule of law and tightly gov- 
erned, is one of the most press- 
ing tasks which lawyers 
should set themselves,” he 
said. . 

A day after Didcott’s re- 
marks, another Natal judge de- . 
manded an inquiry into an al- 
leged police cover-up in a case 
in which a white police captain 
was sentenced to hang for the 

people he 
thought were anti-apartheid 
activists. 

A daily police report on 
- township fighting yesterday 

listed eight blacks killed and 
30 others wounded in 18 inci- 
dents. Some of the clashes - 
were linked to May Day rallies 
held by rival unions and politi- 
cal groups. 
About 5,000 people have 

been killed over the past two 
‘years in fighting mainly be- 

elson - 
~ Mandela’s African National 
tween supporters of - 

Congress and the rival Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom party. 
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Foreign investment to be promoted = 
Reuters News Agency 

JOHANNESBURG — Nelson 
Mandela’s African National Con- 
gress announced guidelines yester- 
day for an ecoriomic policy that envi- 
sions a dynamic private sector and 
measures to promote foreign invest- 
ment. 

It reaffirmed, however, a need for 
what it called systematic redistri- 
bution of income and infrastructure, 
such'as housing and education faci- 
lities, to make up for. mequalmes 
spawned by apartheid. 

The ‘ANC, which hopes to soon 
form South Africa’s first black-ma- 
jority govemment said foreign 
investors wotild enjoy guarantees on 
repatriation of profits, as well as a. 
consistent national economic policy. - 

*#In addition, foreign firms will not " - 
be nationalized without adequate 
and fair compensation,” the docu- 

ment said. Foreign investors would,. 
however, have to comply with affir- 
mative-action polxcxes in all areas of 
the economy. 

Tito Mboweni, a senior ANC eco- 
nomic official, told a news confer- 
ence that the guldelmes serve only as 
adiscussion paper. 

A new system govemmg tax, fi- 
nancing, mineral rights and leasing 

. would be introduced for’the mining - 
.industry, the bedrock of the ecop:: 
~omy, with pubhc,. owriership ‘and . 
joint ventures®: cdnsndered"‘ where: 
_appropnate % E i s e 

  

"Indusmal policy will be aimed, i m . 
the first instance, at meeting the ba:"! 
sic needs of creating jobs for the mxl; 
lions of our people who are unem- 
ployed and living in squalor,” the ¥ 
document said. o 

Meanwhile, the pro- aparthexd & 
Conservative Party expelled-a sec- 
ond member of Parliament in 2. 
growing rift over whether it should 
negotiate with blacks. 

Koos van der Merwe was expelled L 

pline, according to a party statement. _ 
He had been replaced as the party’ s 
information officer last year after cir-" 
culating a document calling for Con- ,. 

- servatives to negotiate the creation of | 
a small white homeland. 

- The party recently cxpelled Koos ~ 
Botha for making a similar proposal.” 

The Conservatives reject talks 
with blacks on sharing power and de- 
mand a separate nation for Afrikan-" 
.ers, the country s Dutch- desccnded 
settlers. 

It has never proposed boundanes 
for a white homeland, and many ., 
supporters ‘'would clearly prefer to* 
keep 87 per cent of South Africa re-* 
served for whnte; as it has been un- 
der apartheid. 

But some moderates,’ mcludmg 
"Mr. Van der Merwe and Mr. Botha, 
have said the party lacks popular 
support to win a whites-only election” 
and therefore should enter the talks 
in hopes of securing a smaller white" 
homeland. =y e 

. this week for ignoring party disci- o 
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FOOD FOR 
THOUGHT. . . 

He said the decision b the Senate to ex- 
Thabo Thulo D l’m staYIng e clude him had not affectgd his academic ac- 

KNOWLEDGE Madlalose is writing tests, at- ; tivities. He has been attending lectures and 
tending lectures and eating in a campus din- 

* tutorials, and has written tests and submitted 
ing hall following a hectic week of debates K nOWIedge assignments. ~ ?)l::(x)'l!l)tar? Is fate at the University of Natal in ; " Mr Mdlalose claimed ‘that after his exclu- 

3 
5 | t sion, but before the Senate decision, he had “P}evlvéisiid?;ng;l:?itthcel::r!oafiastulle:; still a D You re ou g been_doing wel_l ac_ademically.. He attaingd student at this university, much as the uni- 

70% in Economic History, he said, and a His- lecturer had commended his -high stan-- 

versity has sabotaged my room, even before N t I U I It tory eh 4 
I could be told of the so-called final decision to 1 N\ @A L&A nivers y dard of research. ., - ~ 
exclude me,” he told the Tribune this week 

Today a range of organisations will meet to 
when found eating in the residence dining hall. ; look at ways of resolving the situation. They 

“The administration has also covertly re. master key and found it empty. All his belong- jnclude the Joint Academic Staff Association, 
moved my belongings from my room, Howey- ings, including R620 he intended to use for sta- All House Committees, Student Representa- 
er, I was not shocked as I realise the kind of tionery, had been removed, he said. tive Council, Creative Arts Society, South 
people we are dealing with,” he said. . Dirk Kemp, the university’s director of pub- African Tertiary Inter-Varsity Sports Union, 

I will consider myself a student until fur- lic affairs, said Mr Mdlalose’s possessions the ANC and. fhe National Education Crisis 
ther notice from the student body, as my Wwere removed from the room and stored for Committee. case is now in the hands of the students’ struc- - safe-keeping, and that the excluded student ! 
tures. That the university has conferred on me had been advised by the registrar through a A number of campus organisations have 
‘trespasser’ status does not intimidate me.” registered letter to collect them, come out in support of Mr Mdlalose. Sev- 

Mr Mdlalose said that when he returned Mr Mdlalose has not collected his belong- eral have _declded to boycqtt an mtervarsity' 
from the Easter vacation this week he found ings. He told the Tribyps that he had been cultural trip to Turfloop University this week. 
that the lock of his room had been changed. advised by the student body handling his case end in support of him, including the Crea- 
He asked workers to open the room with a not to do so, tive Arts Society (Casoc). l I T Crisis of Knowledge — Page 28 The cult of ethnicit! — ngg 29 - 
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2 o oE R bezoLimo 
i ey ¥ LT L | eTHERWIN, - Ddsha 

lokushabashekela uku- 
I = s s ————— | ghuba imfundo kwabelu- 

r— - leki bezoLimo ngaphansi, 
§ koMnl'Iango wezoLimo 

namaHlathi KwaZulu, 
luzodingidwa kabanzi 
emhlanganweni wabo 
ozokubaseNsingweni 
Farmers Centre eGingi~ 

i ndlcvu. 
. Lokhu IIANGA ku- 
. bikelwe ngusihlalo weko- 
: midi elibhekene nalokhu 
i uMnuz. A B. Mchunu. 
. UMnuz. Mchunu 
; uthe kulomhlangano ku- 
yofundwa incwadi eyi- 
mpendulo _evela eMnya- 

! ngweni wezoLimo maqo-~ 
' ndana nokuvunyelwa 
kwalezizisebenzi dkuba 
ziyofunda. Uzokubango- 
mhlaka February 8, eku- 
seni ngo 10. : 

. Isikhalo esikhulu sa- 
© beluleki bezoLimo wuku- 
i nikwa ithuba lokuyoghu- 
; ba izifundo ezizobenza 
! banezele unyaka ku-di- 
anma abayithola eCwa- 

College of Agriculture 
eMpangeni ngeminyaka 

| eyadlula. Lelikolishi ela- 
hngaphansx koMnyango 
' wezoLimo lalikhipha 
i ama-diploma athatha 
| iminyaka emibili bese 
i umfundi eseyokwenza 
. iminyaka emibili ngapha- 
. ndle efunda ngokusebc- 
nza. 

Ekuqaleni kuka- 1990 
lelxkohshn lingene nga- 

hansi kweMangosuthu 
echnikon, le- -diploma 

x y'aguquhva athatha imi- 
nyaka emithathu ezinge- 
! ni likazwelonke. Inka- 
i nankana ebhekene nabe- 
luleki bezoLimo asebese- 

" benza wukuba bathole 
¢ ithuba lokuyoqhuba le 
abanayo ukuze ilingane 
neyabaphothule eTechni- 
kon. 

  

  

' okwejwayelekile 
: abelu%elc abaqede eCwa- 
* ka, uma beqhubeka nezi- 
: fundo zabo, baya enyuve- 

si bathathe 1B. Agric 
ethatha iminyaka emitha- 
thu kumbe bathathe 
iB.Sc. (Agric) ethatha 
iminyaka emine. Nokho 
lokhu akubilula kulabo 
abafuna ukuya enyuvesi, 
yikho obekudala izikhalo 
eziningi kwabafuna uku-- 

qhuba imfundo yabo. 
- Kulomhlanganao kuzo- 

; caciswa ngalaozikhalo- 
ka\f“M——.--, e team s 
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Prakash Naidoo 

BELEAGURED Law and QOrder min- 

ister Hernus Kriel, reeling under 

stinging criticism of the police force 

by two Natal judges this week, yes- 

 terday said he had instructed senior 

  

police officers to question senior ‘ 

Judge, Mr Justice Didco}t, about 

claims that “policemen committed 

murders and crimes”. ; 

In a statement yesterday, Mr Kriel 

charged that Mr Justice Didcott had 

been quoted in media reports as saying: 

“The SAP commit well planned mur- 

ders and crime.” 

The judge spoke out about police be- 

haviour during a speech he delivered at 

the University of the Witwatersrand in 

Johannesburg on Thursday night after re- | 

ceiving an honorary law doctorate. 

“The police will investigate the infor- 

mation received from Mr Justice Didcott 

with all the power at their disposal,” he 

"said. : 
Secretary for the minister Marius |’ 

Durand said yesterday that Judge Did- 

cott had contacted him to seek clarifica- 

tion on the minister’s statement. 

Law and Order spokesman Captain 

Craig Kotze said the instructions to se- 

nior police officers to interview the judge 

still stood. 
  

Sy TRIBUNE '3"‘:4;‘05 - an A o, | 

UDGES 
ON 

e 

Minister Kriel's reluctance to appoirit 

an independent inquiry into questions 

raised by police action in the Trust Feed 

killings drew angry reaction.. Ay 

_ This week Natal judges Mr Justice Did- 

" cott and Mr Justice Wilson added their 

voices to the growing chorus of protes 

againt unaccountable police action: . pr 

Speaking at Wits University on Thurs- 

' day after receiving an honorary doctor 

ate, Mr Justice Didcott said South Africa 

was paying the price for legislation that 

equipped police with vast powers, plac- 

. ing them above the law, and maintained 

the most pressing task facing lawyers 

was to re-assert control over police. 

He said various legal proceedings have 

shown some policemen to be involved in 

some crimes of violence, including 

planned murders, “acting in defiance of 

the very law you and I employ them to 

uphold”. 

Judge Didcott’s remarks came just 

hours after Mr Justice Wilson made a 

second ¢all in a week for an independent 

inquiry into the involvement of police of- 

ficers in “counter revolutionary” strate- 

gies and an investigation into an alleged 

police cover-up during a criminal 

investigation. 

Mr Justice Wilson first made the call 

for an inquiry during his judgment in the 

Trust Feed murder trial, at which the 

former station commander at New Han- 

over, Captain Brian Mitchell, was found- 

guilty of murder and sentenced to death.   

Police minister to 

quiz Didcott after 

stinging criticism 

RPATH 
On Wednesday, Correctional Services 

Minister Adriaan Vlok will give a full ex- 

plaination in parliament on the release of 

a KwaZulu policeman who served only 

nine months of a 27-year sentence for a 

series of brutal murders. 

The release of Khethani Shange was 

first raised by another Natal judge, Mr 

Justice Thirion, three weeks ago during 

appeal application in Pietermaritzburg. 

Natal’s Attorney-General;, Mike Imber 

SC, said he-and his counterparts from the 

other three provinces had recently taken 

up the matter with the Minister of Jus- 

tice when it came to their attention that 

people convicted of common-law crimes 

were being released in terms of the State 

President’s amnesty. g 

Police Commissioner Johan van der 

Merwe announced on Tuesday that a 

probe into an alleged cover-up surround- 

ing the Trust Feed investigation had been 

launched, but Judge Wilson said on Thurs- 

day that the public would not be content     with a departmental inquiry, where_re- 

sults would not be made public, and again 

called for an independent investigation. 
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SADF 
SOy TRIBUNE 

in ste 
THE ANC and the gov- 

ernment this week 

reached agreement 

on 'a formal code of 

conduct to control 

the country’s military 

— 'now and in the 

future. 
e government has also 

accepted that a new army 

lcould be made up of all 

existing military and para- 

military units, including 

the ANC’s military wing. 

However, the govern- 

ment set stringent condi- 

tions that would have to be 

met before integration was 

effected. 
On Wednesday a work- 

ing, group established 

under the National Peace 

Accord agreed on a mili- 

tary code of conduct to 

which all SADF soldiers 

would commit themselves. 

The code commits the 

SADF and its members to 
the execution of their du- 

ties in a manner which will 

not advance: or obstruct 

party political objectives. 

Unlawful 
Every member of the 

SADF will also accept full 

responsibility for orders 

and their execution. Sol- 

diers will also be able to 

refuse an unlawful com- 

mand from a senior officer. 

The code also stipulates 

that: . 
® The SADF must pur- 

sue its missions in a way 

that respects fundamental 

human rights, the freedom 

of the citizenry and the 

rule of law; 
@ Soldiers must recog- 

nise fundamental human 

rights and accept personal 

responsibility for the legal- 

ity of actions by men under 

By EDYTH BULBRING: Political Reporter 

their command; 
@ Members of the SADF 

must participate in a 

democratic society both as 

citizens and as soldiers 

with self-knowledge, cour- 

age and knowledge of the 

values with which they are 

entrusted; 

@ The SADF and its 

members undertake to act 

or conduct military ma- 

noeuvres in a non- i 

manner and not for the 

purpose of unlawfully 

threatening or intimidat- 

ing any community or part 

of the community; 

@ All actions in time of 

war shall be guided by 

relevant national and in- 

Yes 
By EDYTH BULBRING: Political Reporter 

THE ANC has accepted Codesa’s propos- 

als that a state of emergency and deten- 

tion without trial could become necessary 

under certain conditions. 

In a document submitted to the Codesa 

with the creation 

of a climate for free political activity, the 

ANC said a state of emergency should be 

declared only on the advice of a multi- 

working group dealing 

party interim executive. 

The ANC accepted that the law should 

contain provisions for a state of emergen- 

cy, but opposed powers that would allow a 

state of emergency to be proclaimed ret- 

rospectively. 

However, the ANC stipulated that under 

a state of emergency ce 

not be impaired 

These included the right to life, legal 

remedy, freedom from discrimination on 

the grounds of race, colour, sex or creed 

and freedom from torture. 

emergency. 
Regarding detention without trial, the 

ternational law, including 

the Geneva Convention, 

and by the determination 

to observe them. All ranks 

of military personnel in the 

SADF must abide by these 

rules in their assi 

tasks and responsibilities. 

The code makes provi- 

sion for an ombudsman to 

deal with complaints by 

soldiers as well as the 

public. 
While agreement has 

been reached on 2 code to 

govern the behaviour of the 

existing SADF, talks con- 

tinued this week between 

the government and the 

ANC on a future army. 

The government is still 

sible. 
The 

They could 

e 

“ 

@ 

il 
  

& 

insisting that it will par- 

ticipate in joint planning 

for the future army only 

when the ANC complies 

with the DF Malan and 

Pretoria minutes. 

Military intelli and 

command structures 

would be discussed only 

when all bilateral agree- 

ments were honoured, 

agreement was reached on 

all principles and violence 

was under effective con- 

trol, the government said. 

And the incorporation of 

MK into the SADF could be 

implemented only once 

agreement had been 

reached on transitional 

government and the ANC 

had renounced violence. 

In stating guidelines for 

to detention rule 
ANC stated that detainees should be 

informed of the reason for their detention 

as soon as they were detained and a family 

member or friend notified as soon as pos- 

right to consult a lawyer of the 

detainee’s choice should be guaranteed 

and detainees 

visits by family members. 

Detainees would have the right to have 

"_their detention reviewed within 

) onll{ be detained for longer 

than 30 days if the 

reported there was safficient % 

A term longer than three m 

be reviewed at 

should be allowed regular 

30 days. 

reviewing authority 

intervals by a re- 

view board presided over by a Supreme 

rights could 
Court judge and consisting of members 

appointed by 
The review 

the minister. 
board would have the power 

to order the immediate release of a 

detainee if the detention was not neces- 

sary for the maintenance of law and order 

and the abatement of the state of emer- 

gency. 
Detainees would be entitled to mfike 

representations and submissions to, and to 

be represented at the proceedings of, the 

  

review board. 
  

marc 
implementation, the gov- 

ernment said that all exist- | 

ing paramilitary and mili- 

tary forces should be 

afforded equal opportunity 

- to 
SADF if they denounced 

the use of force and vio- 

lence to promote their par- | 

tisan objectives. - 

The ANC suggested that 

all army and police forces 

all parties would be repre- 
_sented. 

Proposals 
All the armed forces 

would be placed under the 

command of the interim | 

government. 

No agreement has yet 

been reached on these pro- 

Is, but a set of general 

principles for a new army 

has been proposed by the 

government and in part 

- approved by the ANC. 

Among the principles: 

the army must be non-dis- 

criminatory, it must be 

made up of full-time and 

part-time members. The 

ANC wants a full-time 

army with no conscription 

and the appointment and 

promotion of members 

only on the hasis f mawit 
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The dry winter 

months have barely 

begun and already 

man and beast are 

fstruggling to survive 

the ravages of 

Natal’s drought 
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an and beast 
are fighting 
over dwindling 
water supplies 

in rural areas of Natal 
{ after people have dug 

deep into dry river beds 
in their desperation to 
find water. 

And where there are 
no rivers, people mount 
midnight vigils around 
dried-up springs, where 
by candlelight they col- 
lect the nightly bubbling 
up of precious water. 

To a traveller on the 
N2 southern freeway, just 
outside Umkomaas, the 
Mahlongwe river, with 
its green banks and a 
healthy level of clear 
blue water provides a 
pleasant sight to behold. 

But the serene image is 
deceptive. The blue is un- 
drinkable seawater mak- 
ing a short foray from 
the river mouth. 

Like most rivers on the 
South Coast, a few Kkilo- 
metres further upstream, 
the river bed is bone dry 
for most of its length. 

Rural villagers are 
now bracing themselves 
for the worst as the dry 
winter begins. 

Beatrice Cele said the 
water situation was so 
desperate that people no 
longer chose where they 
obtained water, but 
drank from any source 
they could find. 

Already the drought 
has claimed casualties: a 
woman who had to walk 
six kilometres to find 
water recently was killed 
by a car while returning 
with the container on her 
head.    



    

  

The streams have dried up. They dig 
with their hands until water seeps to 

the surface — and then the battle for 

the precious liquid begins . . . 

  

  

This is how desperate  Report: THABO THULO Pictures: MICHELLE TAYLOR 
  people get water: 

   
   
   
   
    

   
   

   
   

  

    

   
      
    

    

precious liquid. 

be treated at hospital for the 

and only dur{ng limited 
e pla 4 RS       

      

  

They approach the river at a spot where it 
used to be deepest and start digging with 
their hands, sticks or any tool available. 

The water deep down slowly seeps to the 
surface. When it suddenly turns into a small 
pool, people, cattle, goats and other animals 
all jump in to battle for their share of the 

After filling their containers, people then 
bath, swim and wash their clothes before the 
water disappears back below the sand. 

Mrs Cele said her 10-year-old son had to 

harzia parasite after such a swim. 
Another way to get water is to dig and 

insert a drum with both ends open into the 
hole. After some hours it will contain water. 

Springs and boreholes have become unre- 
liable sources as they yielded too little water 

periods. - ' o gk 

midnight, when queues of waiting men, 
women and children wait with lit candles. 
Only a fraction will get the water before 
the spring dries up and the rest have to go 
and try their luck somewhere else or return 
the following night at the same time. 

Even for the lucky few who manage to get 
the water, it takes patience and time. 

dreaded bil-  they draw. 

especially by small children. 

~ Manca, a KwaZulu agri 
    

     

cultur: 
   

    

‘When those in front of the queue start dip- 
ping their containers in to draw, the water 
gets murky; those behind then have to wait 
for the sand in the water to subside before 

‘Most of the boreholes are not working due 
to over-use and the mishandling of pumps, 

Crops were a failure this year; maize and 
green beans, staple foods of the subsistence 
farmers, were burned out, said Graham 

al officer.          
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would die during the winter becausé there 
were no prospects of rain till September. 

The meagre natural sources of water are 
likely to dry out as the dry winter season 
progresses. : : 

John Allwood, local World Vision regional 
director, said it was only a matter of time 

“sudden, dramatic and disastrous change”. 

“The availability of water from natural 
sources, the green scenery and the apparent- 
ly well-fed livestock are part of a scene that 
is about to disagp@ar now that what was 
‘supposed to be the rainy summer season is 
over,” said Mr Allwood. - . .. 
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Les Haines 
Scottburgh, 

brbskbelod 
This increase is because 

water from rivers 
and high concentra 

,tht‘e‘y are likely to spark off epidemics, monitoring the situation ver S of outbreaks of cholera 

1 le are 
closely for any sign, 
and typhoid,” f;e siid 

The sewera 
or non-existen 
they will wash 
other sources 

- ple, he said.     

t - alding the beginnin, 

before Natal’s “Green Drought”.underwent a st it % 

     
. -Residents of   

of the DG Crookes Hospital at 

with low levels of water 

£€ systems in the area are 
t and when the rains arrg:g ] all the dirt into the rivers and of water used by the peo- § 

Explaining Natal’s “green droufiht" phe-" 
nomenon, he said the occasional drizzle in 
‘the province kept the water table — the un- 
derground water level — just within reach 
of the plants: hence the green scenery. How- 
ever this water was not enough for growth. 

water tab ' 
ground sources will dry up and 

  

   

  

  

" However, the villagers are fighting back 
* and an ambitious scheme to gxstall two large 
_pipes to deliver water to two v illages on the 
South Coast is underway. g 

Mahlongv    

    

      

  

     
   
    

     

    

   
   
   

     

people obtain 

  

G 

‘staggering R40 000 while those 
‘have so far managed R9 000 towards the 

   ‘will be n 

   e have collected a - matica 

T TR ¢ il T R 

of ,iiandawé 

3 
4 

scheme to get a water supply from the Um- 
zinto Joint Services Board. e 

But the amount collected by the people is 

With the ending of the rains in April, her- ~a small drop in the ocean as the scheme will 

of the dry winter sea- 
e is about to fall and- - 

run into millions of rands and outside funds 
ed, said Mr Gumede. : 

 The medical effects of the drought have 
Flug 
s Q’ already been felt. 

“So far only babies have suffe 
related illnesses. The number of 11 
dren with gastro enteritis and dehydration 
needing hospitalisation has increased dra- 

: ‘since the drought started,” said Dr 
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NEATHA a8 Goldstein. “The parailol 
the day. In Gearge Orwell’s 

-machine would - 
ageonts-had been 32 
ulnco-would work sclf up._ into-an ant-Gald 

stein froth. 2y : 

. Tn:South Alrica 1092 we have Inkatba to 

. do:nat joh, rhatoric iecomes ever 

more simple: Inkatha s wicked, Inkaiha is 

" vicios, Inkatha causes the probiems., 

The result is a hnge one-way flood of {inger- 

pointing, which foeds upon jtself. Inkatha's - 

routinely- trotied out on TV..n the - 
case. 

: 

form %nwrminnblo'mi-
decmhemble stae- 

ments by tts president, but hartly anywhere 

elge. On the ground level it.becomes branded 

as the wreeker, its- people as the barbartans, 

and {he debate s closed right there. Whosooy- 

er-a is labelled an “Inkatha sympathiser” 

and ‘therefore beyond the pale, so nobody. 

2 acgues, cortainly not.in the circles of “re- 

spectable thinking” and least of all in the-cir- 

cles of respectablo black. thinking. 

Personally, I want to say, I don't sec my- 

self particularly as an “Inkatha sympathis- 

er”. In fact 1 have about sixty thousand per- 

sonal-reasons for failing to sympathise, belng 

the R00000 that Inkatha's president once ex- 

tracted from me (or defamation. 

Black thinking 

[ bad published an article which originat- 

od In The Spectator and which. was lacgely A 
crack at the then incipient — this was 1987 

_. conventional -wistom which -sald that all 

black thinking was by Desmond 

Tutu and Winniewandela, and that Bathale- 

21 was- mercly a 5t00ge (o be dismissed from 

thought. e 

DButhotezi, sald (ke artlcle, could ool sim- 

be wished away.no ‘matter how unllke- 

jght consider hlm — and lndeed, 
*nouscalingly pompous” and 

is Jnkntha irapis were “among the mast thug- 

X tors in South Africa”. ; 

“Chief Buthelezl promptly sned me and 

wound wp with R13000 .o damages, which 

was.small in relation to the costs. In the.ond 

gome .deeper pockets -(han mino saved mo’ 

from kaving my howso -aitached by (he. Dep- 

uty:Sherifl, a possibility ‘that al ons. point 

hod -loomed largs, Imt.-(o - this -day | remain 

siighlly soro andl somo day I .am going o 

  

INKATHA 35 being [%8 
blamed for ail the RIasas 

_problems facing the § 
townships, their-deni- R 
als glossed over oT 
unheard, But this 
“huge flood of finger- 
potnting is actually 

© feeding on itself Fer 
from halping to soive 
the .constant vio- 
lence, it is making it 

.far worse. One effect 
of the image of vil- 

lainy is Lo create | 

more villains, writes 
DENIS BECKETT. 

    

  

relate the whole bizarre tale — Dutholezt ln 
* the Supren ve Court wilncss hox-lalking aboul 

the size of his hat; a major newspaper incx-{ 

plicably backlng down (rom (he same suit; the 

extraordinary propensily of legal procedure L0 

obstruct comman scuse; the ¢ sllence of 

the press cstablisment which later went de- 

lirions over a much lesser suil brought agaiust 

me by the edlior of (he Glizen; the lot. 
But wounded feelings aslde, the Inkatha 

issue now raises broad gquestions. One of thesc 

Is the principlo of fair play, which is now oflen 

_treaicd-as quaintly aiigus and as jest a-nui- 

sance -when “cverybody kpows” who Lhe bad 

guys are, but which far my mooey ls-seme- . 

thing.to be cspecially zalously: protected in 

the:face of an avakancho of bandwagon- think- 

in B 
Docs Inkallia -got a squaro deal? They say 

na, naturatly onough, and they-have n poiat. 

S R 

thni middie-senior ANC character (Sam 

‘Ntull, who by all iccounts was genuinely a 

truly oststanding lndividual) Is murdered ou 

the East Rand, therc I8 quite correctly a tidal 

wave of public and published outcry, accom- 

panied, perhaps less correctly, by a good deal 

of Inkatha-blaming lanvondo. Waen shortly af- 

terwards an Inkatha depuiy branch chaleman 

is murdered neacpy (by a grenade which alse 

" destroys the houso ke was visiting amdl injures 

chilkiren in I{) thero Is silence punctuated sole- 

ly by-a single reference n tho 14th parngraph 

(Lllcmll);l checked) ol a single unrest report. 

Whea {hie house «f -an Inkntha Cantral Com- 
miitoe momber — Musa Myeni — I8 razed, 

‘there 8 & small:spaio of emall roports. If It 

happened (o an cquivaient ANC person ... you 

-can imagine. When Inkatha-chwns-oul reams- 

of ‘documentation- aboul: Largetied -assaulty- oo 

local leudership figures, tiose (0r o mosl’ 

part make litlle, I any, nows. Whon bodics are 

tirown (rom trains that is — justly — big and 

Mdburbtngmbm—les.ju
uyf-ltis 

universatly assumed that Inkatha: \s doing all 

news : Y 

katha produces 95% -of the ag 

5% of tlic. viclims  Inkalka claims . 

}s compounding \njury, since its victims aren'l 

raported in the first place, but Inkatha’s 
clajms feature.in paragraph 16 If they feature 
at all, and the image of villain pecames cver 

maore deeply ingrained. ; 

Mob psychosis 

One cffect of the image of villain Is Lo 

creaie more villainy. My own cars have heard 

one oki-time hostel dweler (and second-hand 1 

am told this is 8 common pacnomenon) balt- 

jngly explain (hat he is now to0 frightoned to 

trave! alone, as ac always used to.l Ho gets 

insulted, ho has been spat at, and he's scared. 

So he travels now only in canvoy: 

I shudder at the thought of this convoy. 

_A§ he speaks lo me this man COMCS across 

as iiumble and modest and decent. I hate to 

think what happens when he is oné of a convoy 

of 30 or 100, who may all individually have 

nothing more in.mind than (0 get home to din- 

ner and bed. Mob psychosis 18 bound' to lake 

over, and mob psychosls Is an awfifl thing at 

the best of times, lct alone-when youTe labour- 

iag under-a deep belief.that your mob i3 being 

derided.and marginalised by the people 

around youl. 
, 

What happeas when this convoY comces 

across someoao who jooks o8 if I)c.ml!»e 

-numertcal tables turned, would be glving them 

. & hard time? One docsn't like: L0 (hink. Alter- 

wards we- have & fresh spatc of conapira- 

cy theorics, and biame directed at the In- 

katha leadcrship. What happens when o ser- 

geant and three constables arc supposed to 

disarm Lhis coavoy? The pollce beat a awift 

rectreal, at best stoer a forceu:cycannt?* 

. a¥s 
  

control ‘into its hame base. Aftorwards we - 

have a spate of allegnu; k=a:’.mmt camplic- 
-ity.and duplicity from Uhe ; 

We're o a tztdou-cyela. I.den't suggest 
that o change in public reetoric stands Lo 

‘promptly. end I I do suggest (bal he' gener- 

al detgrmination to hang ‘the dog with the 
bad same hmgmwd cndiog the 

violence. 
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