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-Z:was ‘beginning to crumble. .The

ANC, and  he and Imvb-:fult'm'?‘-_

o~

" A

1

~thiefs Weré becoming less and Jess - -

the "independent leaders and dem-
ofratic spokesmen of their peoples:
moving towards making them its
obedient agents and civil seryants,
liable to instant dismissal for dis.
obedience. Hence it 'was that the
dream of Moshoeshoe was fur-
thered. not by Chiefs,  as inde-
pendent rulers, but by a new class
—the class of intellectual leaders

and professional men who every-

: A

- where in'the world have played

- of African labour for the railways. -

large landowher, he was

- such- a wvital part in the early
- stages of national liberation move-
ments, - ;

John L.'Dube, -leader‘;rf. the
Natal Native Congress was elected

‘president and Sol T. Plaatje was -

first general secretary. The Vice-
Presidents were Dr. W. B. Rubu-
sand, Meshach Pelem, A. Mange-
na and S. M. 'Makgatflo,.leader of
the Transvaal Native Congress.
Who were these men?
' SEME: A lawyer, was, like
Gandhi and Abdurahman, a
graduate of ‘a British university.
Born in Natal he began his legal
practice. in Johannesburg in 1910.
He. was legal adviser to the Swazi
people. | |
PLAATIJE: Born at Boshof and

educated at a mission school he

became a court interpreter and
newspaper editor. He was on the
first ANC delegation to Britain in
1913 and wrote a book on ihe

visit, ‘Native Life in" South Africa,’
- the first .of the very, very few
_political histories by "South™ Afri-
“can Africans. He was also a writer

of literary and poetical works.

- . _DUBE: Founder of Ilange Lase |
Natal in 1906, he was a Methodist

parson. -

RUBUSANA: . Later to be the
first and only African ever elected
.10 a South African - Provincial

Council, an Honorary Ph.D. of

McKinley University and the first

African moderator to  be Ap-

ointed by the Congregational
,Elnion of South Africa. | vl
'PELEM: Was a teacher, later

an interpreter, and then-a recruiter

"MAKGATHO: Son of a chief,

he was educated in England and -

became ‘a teacher at Kilnérton. A
president
of the Transvaal African Union

vaal Native Congress. \

‘countrymen .

and were reb

nated on the “Northern Natjve
Extremists” whgo endangered “‘the
political freedom ‘we  have - long
enjoyed” in the Cape.

The purpose of Union, as we.
. - have seen,. was partly in order to -

enable the state to drive the Afri~.

cans off their land into the cities,

and the means of doing this—the

Land Act of 1913—was annouriced

almost. immediately after Union. -
- The fight against the Land Act

' was the ANC’s first fight, - ©

It decided to send a deputation
to Britain to plead against the
Act. Futile as the deputation itself
was, the collection /of the money
at mass meetings “all over the
country and in  intensive ' propa-
ganda done, served to arouse the
political ~ consciousness of the
people. | |

The reactionaries did everything
possible to hamper the campaign.

Sneered Jabavu’s Imvo: “A -‘Na-

i

tive Congress’ of busybodies in

other people’s affairs . . . talk such
twaddle . . , they must take the
Imperial Government for a: pack
of -simpletons to grant- interviews
on such

errands.” The government banned.

a number of ANC meetings called
to discuss the appeal to Britain.

APO and ANC

‘"The APO had welcomed  the -
formation of the ANC with the

supremely laug‘hablemf‘ui

greatest warmth, and the two or--

ganisations were firm allies. Arn

attack by Jabavu on Abdurdhman
in 1913 drew from Saul Msane,
one of the most militant Congress
leaders of the period, this scath-

ng reply: “In your career of poli-

tical sycophancy and legerdemain
you have at length involved your-
self .in such a position that you do
not dare to come out openly and
stoutly in“defence of your ‘own
. « Unlike Dr. Ab-
durabman you evidently fear to
be ‘called a red-tide agitator. We

‘ e

want no contemptible cowards in -
this “crisis.” |

The ANC Heputation against the
Land Act dwet sail, for Britain,

South Africa, iike- the rest of

(e

the British, Empire, immiediately
joi(:lwd Britain in the warﬁBo ha
. ~and Smuts invaded South - West ;’
from 1906 and later of the Trans Africs (ihea' & Gerinn colcgy)_"
and South African - troops were

- A. MANGENA: The first Afri--
can to qualify as an advocate, he
. practised as an attorney in.Johan-
- - nesburg. | -
_ The structute of Congress, at the
beginning, reflected this alliance
~ between middle-class: intellectuals
and Chiefs. The Constitution was
- odelled to a considerable exteiit
on American, and especially on
- British, parliamentary institutions
and- " procedures. Congress was
- #ivided into a. lower and an
‘Upper . House. Paramournt Chief
-~ Letsie II- of Basutoland was una-
nimously elected governor of the
‘Upper House—the House - of
. Chiefs, :who held their bositions .
+ Tor Jife. There was-a speaker, a’
- sergeéant-at-arms, and -

- Congress statements were full of
eulogies tp the British' king and .
pledges of loyalty and .devotion.

e \ They stressed that it was the chiefs

and their. loyal African: subjects
who  were the true servants of: im-

- perialism, while = the - Bogrs, ' in
whom so much faith: was placed
by the Crown, were: potential
traitors.

sent to fight in Europe.
The A.N.C,, like the A.P.O. and

ths Indian Congress, unhesitatingly
decided to support the war effort;
- in the hope that Britain would’
recognise their loyalty and takg*

steps to improve the position of
their people. ' These hopes wereé
bitterly disappointed. All that
happened
organisations ceased theif agita-

tion .and Jost ground during the,
war years. "It was a'setback from
which the A.P.O.,.in particular,

never recovered. 539k g
But the ar served as the im-
petus for the development of a
new fosce in South African poli-
tics: the International Socialist
League; later to become the Com-

munist Party of South Africa, ,

which was to break with . the

sterile colour-bar* policies of theé

Labour Party and to make An
invaluablé contribution “to the

’

was that the Congress -

“-.

national liberation movement -of.. -

the oppressed people of the cotin?

4
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" League; later to become the Com-

-. - - perialiam, 'while the- Boérs, in
. whom so much faith:was placed
- by the Crown, were  potential
- traitors. . = -.. i T 0% T
Nor did Congress have any of
| the class-consciousness manifestéd -~
-+ 80 clearly in the APO. One of the .
very. first ANC-sponsored confer- -. &gy 4 |
ences, that at Kimberley in July, TH. -
1913—the time of a particularf;
bloody strike by white miners— < | | h
s ,adopted a resolution ‘that the Na- - - GRS IR 4 B
ieiaksii, - o tives: dissociated themselves entire- ' t*. 7 "7 et 0Tn o U :i
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Lers e othe. Witwatersrand - and “elsewhere. .
it v and preferred: to seek .redress for il wT™

“. | their.grievances. through constitu- ;"% .~ . . =
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its earl ifs was a creature of its | - *P -
- (environment and it was similar. to_ . T - i
/ yther early nafignal movements - . LA
born under comparable conditions. -~ . ‘ g
 The early policy statements, for | |
“example,” of the Jeaders of the - . TRy
 Indian National Congress in India - <
were in many cases identical almost * -
“word for word with those of the
- AN.C. Said R. C. Dutt, Indian
“™~. Congress President in 1901: “The
| +  people .of India are not fond . of
sudden changes and revolutions.
They desire to strengthen the pres-
ent government, and to bring it
more in touch with the people.’
Pgﬂl #e an. earlier president had de-
"~ clared “The educated classes are
the friends and not the foes of
F England—the natural and necessary
| allies in\the great: work that lies

before heér.”
. Similarly too, earm :>

policy ' both in India and South _ =
Africa” was not. to discourage.the ' |
Congreésses but to treat -them as a |
afety valve and to patronise them.
- Does this mean that the ANC
. was, in its early years, a reaction-
. ‘ary force? On the contrary, the 2
' ANC represented the most pro- . . g o
gressive politically organised force | .
among the African people and, its
- nature was determined by the fact
that the African working class was.
still comparatively ' small \and
completely unorganised., '
| In later years, as the power of
the chiefs declined and that of the
lawyers, doctors, traders, priests,
and clerks—whose outlook corre-
sponds with that of the class .
*  known in Europe as the ‘petit-.
_bourgeoisie’—grew, Congress be-
came more militant, developing
into a typicul example of a, .
~  ‘bourgeois-national’ organisation, .- ’
. ~_ its attention being focussed on the
N struggle to establish a place for. .
the African small businessman in
the economy. on
- These words of Seme’s, before
the ANC’s 20th Annual Confers -
ence, put the Congress philosophy
at that period in a nutshell: “Most
of the failures which the Africaas
have met'in business so far have
been largely due to the fact that-
Native businessmen do not and - :
cannot count upon any steady sup- | ) ok ,
]th from our own people . . v — ‘ )
rough this Congress we can 'and., -

. e L]
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Congreésses but to treat them as a l
safety valve and to patronise them.
. Does this mean that the ANC
- was, in its early years, a reaction-
-~ "ary force? On the contrary, the &
- ANC represented the most. pro- \
gressive politically organised force '
among the African people and its
nature was determined by the fact -
that the African working class was. *
| still comparatively ' small | and
. completely unorganised. g
' In later years, as the power of
the chiefs declined and that of the
lawyers, doctors, traders, priests,
and clerks—whose outlook corre-
sponds with that of the ‘elass
*  known in Europe as the ‘petit-.
- bourgeoisie™—grew, Congress be-
. came more militant, developing
. into - a typical example of a,
~  _‘bourgeois-pational’ organisation, "
-, Its attention being focussed on the
"~ . struggle to establish a place for. :
' - the African small businessman in
the economy, - - - gy
.. These words of Seme’s, before
-the ANC’s 20th Annual Confers -,
ence, put' the Congress philosophy:
- at that period in a nutshell: “Most
. of the failures .which the Africaas -
"~ ., <. have met'in business so far have, . '
been largely due to the fact that'
Native businessmen” do not and
cannot count upon any steady sup-
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;. iﬂt from our own people [ . & _

ough this Congress we can and.-
« should :create our own markets
. .and. enough employment for our. -
.+~ ', sons and daughters . . . iLet us
.7 through this Congress come toges.
- ther ‘and ask the government to
- give us land wherein .we may de-
"0 velop. ourselves.” s ;- % T
*~ "(During -and after the Second
.~ -World War—as the African work-'
i Ang class became a great force and.
.. - began to make its weight' felt, the
_## - Congress - again moved forward,
..+ becoming the militant, principled -
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1.i body’we know today.) -

0%, Step Forward .
.z Jabavu. played no part, in -thé&-
. foundation conference ~of the
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