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drop from the gallows in
Pretoria Central prison on:

Friday morning, there will the usual
ritualistic condemnation of the .

South African Government. Foreign
governments will describe it as a
“further setback to the reform pro-
cess’’, and doubtless it will be pe

ceived “‘to polarise further the two
commuanities’’. The South African

ambassador in London will be sum- .

moned to the Foreign Office to be
told of Britain's displeasure; but he
is well used to that.

If the six are hanged, and it now
appears almost certain they will be,
it will not rank, in relative terms, as
one of South Africa’ s more wicked
acts. But what distinguishes the

case of the Sharpeville Six from so

many other causes célébres of the

anti-apartheid movement is the.
of the con-

sheer unsuitability
demned as political martyrs.

The South African Governmtnt
has long been adept at creating mar-
tyrs. Steve Biko, the Black Con-
sciousness leader of the 1970s who
was bludgeoned to death in his
police cell 10 years ago,/is the most
famous example. But t‘:mre was at
least a cynical logic to his death.
Biko, the outstanding black leader
of his generation, was a genuine
threat to the Government. Almost
single-handedly he had galvanised a
large proportion of South African
blacks into a state of mind from
which to challengc apartheid.

By contrast the Sharpeville Six are
literally »palhenc candidates for the
martyrs’ role. None of them has any
record of involvement ln radical
politics. Francis Mokhesi is a cele-
brated local football hero. Theresa
Ramashamola, whose mother Julia
yesterday went to Downing Street to
ask Mrs 'I‘hatcher to appeal person-
ally to President Botha for mercy,
worked as a waitress. She is a prac-
tising Roman Catholic and when she
was sentenced to death, she told the
court that although she denied the
evidence against her, she accepted
the verd:ct of the “msdom of God"'.
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HEN five men and a woman °

' tion of a 14-year-old British school- |murder.u¢.“

- The hangmgs Wh.lCh now look certain to take
place in Pretoria on Friday make guilt by
assoclation a capital offence, STEPHEN
ROBINSON jn Johannesburg eéxplains why
Mr Botha is unmoved by appeals‘for clemency

Noonan, describes the 24-yeap-old man's lstol-g- the ﬂl were found to
as a simple, unpolitical woman, who ;' have ;had''common - purpose. with .
has the intelligence and sophistica- those who ICW‘“Y carried  out the
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-township south of Johannesburt

girl.

Life 'is cheap in South Africa’

More than 2,500 blacks have died in ,

political unrest in the past three

years; and, in the broader sweep of

this countrys history, it does not
much matter whether six unremark-

able residents of a squalid black J

to be added to the roll of death. _

. Nevertheless, there is a particular
significance to the case which goes
far beyond the implications of an
extraordinary legal judgment. - ~ .

The six are to hang according to
the principle of common purpose. In
effect, this means you can be found
guilty of a crime which you did not
commit. Sharpeville’s deputy may-

or, Khuzway6 Dlamini, was dragged -

from his home and set alight by a
baying mob in September 1984 ln

. the favoured parlance of township

radicals, Dlamini was a government
collaborator eliminated according to
the principles of “‘people's justice".

It i1s not disputed that four of the
accused were present at the time of
Dlamini’s death. But there is genu-
ine doubt about whether two of the
condemned were even in the vicinity
of the scene of the crime.

Moreover, at no stage did the
prosecution seek to prove that any
one of the six had contributed
directly or, in legal terms, causally,
to Dlamini’s death. By being id the
crowd — or in the case of one of the

condemned, being subsequently
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case went to appeal in Bloem-
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fontein Jast year, the exten-

sion of the established principle of °

- common ‘purpose to, criminal cases

would f thrown n:mll.'a lnstea;i i' ful
:of/the § visjon':
he NMM&'? "

upheld the convictions last' Decem-'

ber. The significance of the udg-

ment lies in the ap m
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to wlden the doctrine of criminal '
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Perha $.the most .inept aud
mvealmg rubllc pronouncement on
the case of the Sharpeville Six came
from the Catholic Bishops Confer-
ence of Southern Africa. The bish-
ops, who claim to speak for South
Africa’s two-and-a-half million prac-
tising Catholics, described the kill-
ing as a. "poliucnl“ crime which
should not therefore be punished by
death. They implied that as a ser-.

vant of the "apartheld state“ Dla-

mini got what he dqscrved Y

If the bisho § — imbued as the
are by notions of liberation theolou
with the emphasis rather more on
liberation than theology — were,
deliberately trying to goad Presi-
dent Botha into carrying out the

‘execution himself, they could

scarcely have done a better job of it.

But'even if the bishops ducked

es that condemn
South African justice

S ll'

demn what was a parﬂcularly brutal
murder, they are partly right in sug-

gesting that the case has political
~ implications. When President Botha
received the pleas for clemency two
months ago, he was not being asked
simply to decide whether to uphold
.a controversial Iegal pnncnple

.Rather, South Africa’s tortuous
efforts to co-opt blacks into the
rapanheid system wag at stake, .,

i ' Attempts to ‘establish-‘unp pulni'
local black administrations demand’

rigorous defence of the them by the'

4i state and security forces, Clemency:
:1 ¢ for the Sha

rpeville Six, so'the hawks
" in the Cabinet argue, would give a
signal that the Goyernment had lost

its will to defend moderate blacks
. from the mob. iR :

' The same lmperatwe deterniined
Iut ‘month’s crackdown on the

anti-apartheid organisations. The
Government blamed the ‘“‘revolu-
tionary climate” for the crackdown;
_but its real target was the UDF's
pmposed boycott of black municipal
. ¢lections in October. For, Pretoria's
‘argument runs, out. of .the- local
( fovernment structure — from which
Dlamini was ‘“‘eliminated’ — will
spring a new breed of compllant
b acks to take a junior role at.the

highest level of government. These.

must be protected at all costs.-- . .. ,

. The recent actions of tha South
*African Government suggest it has
11 ceased to care about warld opinion,
. But if Mrs Thatcher does book a call
.» to Cape Town to talk-to’President
. Bqtha, she knows well enough not
to appeal like the Catholic buho Ps,
~ for political status for the six. She
would do better to. tell. Mr Botha |,
‘that the sentences are a travesty of
the accepted norms of Western jus.-
tice, and that, quite simply. the six

- do not desenre to hang. . o

" If he still rcfuses ta intercedc the
‘world will rightly lose all vesllge of
respect for South African justice,
and judge Mr Botha to be a man
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we would fall lenously behind the
Joneses. Brushing aside complaints
that ‘“‘their Darren’s got a BMX"
there was also, | mentioned, the
problem of Broad Money. Here,
however, a gulzucal eyebrow from
the First Lady — so very rewarding
to get her full attention — led me
qulckly on to the vexed matter of
our borrowing requirement.

I quoted my learned predeccssor.
Mr Wilkins Micawber, on the ques-

tion of debits, credits and happi

ness. “‘Something’ll turn up, Dad,”
quipped a voice from the Common
Tea Room. Nevertheless, [ intoned,
there was this — and here | flour-
ished my first theatrical prop,
Exhibit A, the unpaid Visa state-
ment . from last January which I
waved like a handkerchief while pir-
ouetting through 360 degrees.

- 'Dad, we can’t see the telly,”
com lained an irate junior member

lEe House. And these, 1 cried,
co\renng the floor of the House with
communications from (Access, Ma-
estic Wine Warehouses, Lad-
rokes, Save The Children,; Bunny's
Executive Massage, Mothercare

-and, most intriguingly, British Tele-
“Customer

of the Month Award"”, '

| instantly quietened & dflordcd
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nity, havmg first taken fortification
from a carafe of chilled vodka by my
side. What? they yelled, as order
pers were ﬂun¢ from the upstairs
r: ding, accompanied by much bel-
Jawing, shneks about lnﬂatmn and
'wails about the abandonment of
cherlshed projects; - k& Tl g
“There would, howéver,' be/perfor-

mance- nelated parnents applicable
to Cars and ‘Dis (cleanmg of),
Gardens (digging of) “and, Sundry
Personal Properties (t dyinx of).

. Furthermore, some members {
noted had made lubstmual Ca ltal

Gains in the course of the year via

the redemption of money-off cou-

ns privatiged from the kitchen's
ulldog clip. | envisaged a gradual

.clawback from these Personal

Equliy Plans of some £6 per person.

. At this point there were scuffies
on the- ﬂoor which caused me to
mislay 'pages 14 to ]52 of my ad-
dress and to sit down, earlier than
usual, at 6.48 p m.There were howls
of deﬁsiop‘fmm the Leading Ana-
lyst (Conservative) who had,
uniquely, united with the Young

Radicals (Labour) to stand on:the
hark henchee (Tevae f4 00 fow
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who had been sentenced
to death. -

He feels that because of
the finality of an. ex-
ecutlon the law should

distinguish between those
who had been sentenced

to death and those who
received a different pun-
ishment. | |
Mr Coetzer said in his
opinion further steps
should be taken to be
totally sure of the guiit of
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week and it is the fi
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aimed at Supreme Con
advocates.

The chairman of
General Council of t
Bar of South Africa, !
H P Viljoen SC, said
the launching that
though the advocat
profession played a v
important role in Sou
Afnca, it was nt

known.




Wane in
Sharpeville
Six drive

The Save the Sharpeville
Six Committee is con-
cernéd about the wane in
the campaign to obtain
signatures asking, for
clemency.

Committee spokesman
Mr Nayaya Molefi, said

the publlc had probably. .

thought that the resump-
tion of legal proceedings
rendered the campalgn
for clemency le.u For
tant. '

. “The commlttee wishes

to make it clear'that the i

campaign is independent
of the legal proceedings.
Itisv gortant that
it contlnum,"
“The legal position is
that attorneys have until
April 18 to file papers

andtheStatewﬂlproba- .

-hly respond to it two
weeks later after which

the date for: a hearingy.

. will be set.”

® The Sharpevllle $ix%
are: Mojalefa: Sefatsa|

(32),° Reid Mokoena (24);

Oupa Diniso (82 &e“b.’ﬂ%’iv"

Rafgashaman
‘Khumalo

‘Mokgesi (30;. They were' -
d to death in-

sentence

communlty oouncillm-
Sharpevﬂle in Septemniber’
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{a certificate to stop the
prosecution of six
:§°ld1c:n who allegedly
murderedtsmpom
“ 2 raﬂy in Windhoek.
lawym said in'a’

on to grant
MWﬁMQ 1 -'*'
mWhOhﬂdb@cn
found guilty of murder
aqd séntenced to death;: }
ind his refusal to |

" .,“tﬂ"cmlnthc 'Sharpé.'." I

i%We as’lawyers ||

:candemn his involye- |;

mebt in judicial matters | |

. whichis unscientific and
| pohtwaﬂy motivated. We

d“fy his outright
contcmpt for the
principle of. equality
before the law, whichis a
.fundamcntal human.

ﬂgln."‘
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In the shadow of the Sharpeville Six,
more ‘politicals’ go to the gallows

LAST Friday while many sighed with
relief at the temporary stay of execu-
tion granted the “Sharpeville Six”,
convicted necklace murderer Tsepo
Letsoara was led to the gallows.

Today, seven more people are
scheduled to hang — including Mi-
chael Lucas, a member of the Bongo-
lethu Youth Congress who was con-
victed of murdering a bus driver dur-
ing unrest in Apnl 1986.

And this week four members of the
Addo Youth Congress were given
notice that they would be executed
next Tuesday. Similo Wonci, Mzi-
woxolo Makeleni, Ndumiso Sephe-
nuko and Machezuana Menze were
sentenced to death for killing a farmer
and his wife in the southern Cape.

There were indications last week
that the unprecedented campaign to
save the six Sharpeville residents —
convicted of burning and setting
alight Sharpeville deputy mayor
Khuzwayo Dlamini at the start of the
September 1984 unrest — would see
the start of a concerted abolitionist
campaign.

At a Johannesburg meeting last
week a speaker from the Save the Pa-
triots Campaign called for a broad al-
liance of “peace-loving people” to
fight executions. |

“There are tens of comrades on
death - row,” he said. “Tomorrow it
will be myself. The day after it will
be yourself.”

But Letsoara’s hanging — for kill-
ing an alleged police informer in Port
Elizabeth — and the scheduled exe-
cutions for today and Tuesday have
gone largely unnoticed.

Lucas’s unsuccessful application
for a stay of exccution yesterday re-
ceived none of the media attention de-
voted to a similar application by the
Sharpeville Six last week. His 11th-
hour bid hinged on the fact that Chicf
Justice Rabie had denicd him lcave to
appeal against his sentence. His law-
yers argued Rabie’s appointment was
unconstitutional.

According to records of the Save

the Patriots Campaign, and Johan-

nesburg lawyers, there are a total of

By JO-ANN BEKKER

48 “politicals” on death row at the
moment, including those scheduled
to be hanged today and on Tuesday.

Apart from those named above,
they include: .

@ The Sharpeville Six — Theresa
Ramashamola, 27; Mojalefa Sefatsa,
32: Malebo Mokoena, 24; Oupa Dini-
so, 32: Duma Khumalo, 28; Francis
Mokhesi, 31 — whose lawyers have
until April 18 to apply for the reopen-
ing of the case. Once the application
is made, the execution orders will be
suspended.

® Dickson. Madikane, Desmond
Majola and Patrick Manginda from
Oudtshoorn who were sentenced to
death in September 1986 for killing a
township councillor.

®Danicl Maleka and Josiah Tsaw-
ane of Sebokeng, who were sen-
tenced to death in September 1986
for killing a policeman.

®Paul Setlaba of Colesburg, sen-
tenced to death in December 1986 for
killing an alleged police informer.

@Robert McBnde of Wentworth,
Durban, sentenced to death in Apnl
1987 for a Marine Parade bombing
which killed three women.

®Tjclubuyo Mgedezi, Mangaliso
Nongwati, Tsietsi Tshehlane, sen-
tenced to death in May 1987 for kill-
ing team leaders at-the Vaal Reefs
mine.

®Mzwandile Gqueba, Wanto Silin-
ga, Lunki Wana, Thembinkosi Feet,
Mzwandile Mninzi, Monde Tingwe
of Queenstown.

@®Bekisizwe Ngidi, 20, of Soweto,
sentenced to death in June 1987 for
killing a Soweto policeman. His case

is currently on appeal.

@Oupa Mbonane and Sjbusiso Ma-

suku of Sosharigiive near Pretona,

sentenced to death in August 1987

for the murder of a policeman.
@Joseph Chidi of Tembisa, sen-

tenced to death in September 1987

for the murder of a community coun-
cillor. - v

®Menzi Tafeni and Ledube Mnya-
mana, sentenced to death in Septem-

ber 1987 for the murder of a Bur-
gersdorp businessman’s son.

®MIlondolozi Gxotiwe of Port Eli-
zabeth, sentenced to death in Septem-
ber 1987 for the murder of a police-
man.

®Mxolisi Malgas, Michael Mam-
bukwe and Lulamile Maneli of Gra-
hamstown, sentenced to death in Oc-
tober 1987 for necklace murders in
Stutterheim.

@®Johannes Maseki, 24, of Tembi-
sa, sentenced to death in October
1987 for the murder of a policeman.

@®Gilindoda Gxexwa of Uitenhage,
sentenced to death last year for the
murder of a police informer.

®Mtutuzeli Ngqanda of Uitenhage,
sentenced to death in November last

year for the murder of a policeman.

@®Mzazile Ntombela, 30, sentenced
to death by the Rand Supreme Court

E)r the murder of a replacement la-

urer during a dairy strike.
@®Thembisile Banéti, 35, of Alice.
Sentenced to death by the Ciske1 Su-

- preme Court last November for the

murder of a vigilante.

@®Abrakam Mngomezulu, 23, sen-
tenced to death in the Rand Supreme
Court last year for the murder of a
police informer. IR L Ta

® Xolani Stuurman, Gilindoda
Gxekwa and Vuyani Jacobs, sen-
tenced to death in February this year
by the Port Elizabeth Supreme Court
for the murder of an alleged informer.

®Rodney Moloi, 24, and Stanford
Lebepe, 24, Tembisa, sentenced to
death last week for killing and setting
alight a municipal policeman. They
have applied for leave to appeal.

According to the Save the Patriots
Campaign, six “political” convicts on
.death row have already been execut-
ed. Apart from Letsoare, they were:
Matshape Matsepane and Mankopane
Malwasha of Tzaneen, who were ex-
ecuted in December 1986 for murder-
ing an alleged informer; Welile We-
bushe of Jansenville, who was exe-

- cuted in August 1987 for a necklace

murder, and Moses Jantjies and
Mlamli Mielies of Uitenhage.




