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AFRICA AND THE MIEED NATIONS.

The role and impact of Africa in international affairs
and its participation in international forums is a recent
development which has to a la e extent coincided with the

. hurricane of decolonisation the African Revolution which
swept throughout the Continent in the past decade.
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During the years when the greater part of Africa was
raped and colonised, oppressed and exploited. d eded and
humiliated and. its peoples rendered voiceless votelese in
the conduct of their own affairs, they were similarly ignored
in the shaping of world affairs.

In fact it would be hardly any exaggeration to say that .
during the period of the League of Net one end the first
decade of the mmm. Africa wee regarded as a factor of no
consequence in international affairs.

With the exce tion of South Arriee which was, as it still
is, e whhte mine ty dominated state, completelyunrepresentative
ofthe indigenoue African majority. the African States repre-
eenteted on the League of Nations were liberie, Egypt and.

, Ethiopia. There is clear evidence that these states were not
. regarded. as equal members with ether League States.

In the case of EthioPie in particular its very admission
to the league was obstructed for two years, ironically by
Great Britain one 01’ the greatest eolonieliet pewere on the
grounds that slavery existed in Ethiipia and reforms were
necessary before her admission to the League. men during t1.
Italian aggression against Ethiopia the League wavered and
veeillated to take effective action to protect an African
state against a Empeen aggressor. Instead France, Italy and
Britain were formed into a body to settle the problem. Ethiopia
was both excluded and ignored demonstrating once more the
inferior am humiliating statue to which an African state was
relegated in the League. Only the Soviet delegation protested
in favour of Ethiopia.

Ethiopia wee eonquered byyItali and it was Britain again
which called upon theLeesue Comm 1 (already on the v eof
collapse) to recognise theweevereignty 01' Italy over Et opie,

. to endorse a deeterdly aggression of a Emmpeen power over
an African state. and to ratify a brezen end blatant act of
colonisation endenelevement of an African country by a
i‘oreign power.

African aspirations, their interests, security and dignity
had. no place in the League of Nations, the former of the
UFO. Their petitions and pleas for protection a einst the
banditry of stronger European powers tell on ears and.
were ignored.

The UNO initially inherited some of these negative,
completely erroneous attitudes of the Leegue of Eationa.

Once again excluding racist South Africa. the African
foundation members of the 0.16.0. were Egypt, Ethiopia and
Liberia.

Racist South Africa though its Brine linieter J. 0. Santa
played a leading role in the formulation of the toreemble
of the Charter which pronounced the lofty ideals of humanity,
which had emerged victorious from the meet destructive and.
horrible "1‘: ever known.
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The preamble which LG. Smute proposed and for which
South Africa under white minority role was acclaimed was
in direct conflict with the policies and practices pursued by
Gmeral Santa and his white racists against the indigehcue
pee lee of the country. Yet because African interests and
any ationa we: of little or no consequence this did not affect
the high esteem with which Smute was regarded at the initial
meeting of the U.N.O.

During the 76 first year or the 3.11.0. the uostion oi
the treatment of t 0 peoples of Indian origin in nth Africa
was raised, but it was discussed. on the grounds that in tone
of Article 2 (7) it was a domestic issue or a member state
which precluded discussion by the United Eetione.

At this same session, the late Ir. 11.13. lune. then President
of the African National Congress of south Africa attended the
General Aseenb meeting with the view of diecreditimg the
claim of the w to minority Government to represent South
Africa on the grounds of the fin t racial discrimination
policies it was pursuing, but was of no atail.

The importance which the U.N.0. attached. to the problem
of Africa can be assessed from the feet that in the first
annual report which consisted of 66 pages, only two sentence:
referred to Africa. ‘ '

At the first General Assembly meeting there was not a.
single resolution on Africa. Altho that Continent like
Europe and Asia has been the arm 0 fierce conflict betwem
the Nazi and fascist hordes of; Hitler and Hue'eclini on the
one hand and the progressive and anti-feeciet forces of :the .
world on the other. African men and women together withe'the
rest of the world took up arms and sacrificed their 1117’“ in
the grin war to destroy the forcee which were determined to
enslave the whole of mankind. The graves of African combatants
lie not only on the African Continent but even in Europe.

Yet attest victory and when one of the most historic
international organization: was established, on the flames
of a devastating war. an organisation whose fundamental
purpose was to preserve international peace and security, and
to promote cooperation among nations; to save future generation:
from the horrifying experience of a world war, Africa and
its people: were ignored, treated as non existent.

The Second world War was the most ghastly nlnifeetation
of racialiem. Its driving ideological force was the supremacy
of one race over another and the right of the‘ eo—callec.
euprme race to dominate. coloniee, enslave. and even exten-
ninate the ao-called inferior races. Under the banner of
rabid racialian the met creijtial atrocities and crime; against
humanity were committed. '

It is an irony that in a world which fought and survived
einet the insane manifestations of this ideology, the BED

at its inception whose fundamental task was to bury once and
for all the cannon which threatened peace and security should.
neglect and ignore the one continent, Africa. which had for
centuries been the victim of. genocide, slavery, colonialism
and reciaiien.

However, as the years mt by and in one Country after
another colonialism were traced to retreat and the nations
of Africa meted their independence the African Continent
exerted its influence and impact on temational affairs
and in international forums. The African states and nations
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imposed themselves in an arena for peace, national self deter.»
minstion and security in the H.153“).

Uflginally, there were 51 members of the 3.13. of when
only 4 were African states. Today there are 126 of whom 42
members are from the Continent of Africa. This is the largest
representetiun of states in any single Continent. Combined
with the Asian independent states. The balance of power in
the 0.5. has changed radically. The only question of course
is whether this increased force is being organised and used
te its full potentiality.

As country after country from the secelled dark continent
took its rightfulplace in the H.121. The imperialist end
reactionary recielist lamented that this august body was being
polluted by immature, inexperienced and. virtually inferior
nations and peeplee. The prophets of deem predicted that the
U.B.O. would deteriorate and ultimately fail in its noble
ob.) ections. This was one more demonstration of the eenteept
and inequality with which African and Asian independemt states
were regarded by the 001011131131; and racist powers.-

The emergence of Africa in the international scene has
been no easy and smooth path.

Originally the min participation 01‘ African peoples in
eoleberation with other progressive peoples of the world was
in such mass» organisations as the World reaee Council, the
World Federation of Trade Unions, the Internatienel Union
of students, The World Federation 01’ Trade tiniest. the tenean
International Democratic Federation. ~

All e organisations had as their fundamental. ob;eem
the unity fthe pee lee of the world. for peace, friendship,
cooperation. nations Independence and human rights

‘ In these organisations ell; irrespective of colour. race.
. and. creed were regarded as equal: and contributed as equals.

The obj eetivee of these organisations were consistent
if not identical with those of the 1.1.11.0...

- It is in these organisations that the African people
found both a platform and. audience to express their views
about their specific problems and world affairs. ’But even
more important they experienced the warm comradeship and
friendship thieh was in direct contrast with the relatiena
which their Colonialist and recieliet rulers imposed on them.

From the early days of the World reaee Council the
dominating; plineiple was that “world :eece and National
independence were inseperableo

These mess international organisations in which the
African people psrticipated with ever growing interest and
vigour threatened the very foundations of colonialism and
recieliem. tTh. growth 01’ these organisations which rallied
en evermoun number of people dedicated to the cause of
uniting against Preseion and. men's inhumanity to
man, oppression and explo tatien struck fear in the hearts
of the enemies of peace, security and freedom.

It is little wonder therefore that the racists end colo-
nialiste tried all forms of subtemges and machinations to
discredit these organisations as"c0mmmist fronts" and to
discourage the participation of Africans in them by falsely
labeling them as spearheads or agents of commist infiltration
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and eocalled "Communist imerimBm". The :anerialiete
and racialiste used all forms of subversion, blackmail, and
bribery to divert African participation 111 these organisations.

Rival international bodies were established directly
controlled b the western powers like IGITU. Moral rement.
World AssambEy of Youth, etc. A cold war was deliberately
enerated with the enti-oommuniet bogey expressed in enti-

goviet sentiments as its main weapon.

All this exercise was an attempt bythe imperialists to
maintain their position of political and ieeolegioal domination
over their colonies and ”1&1ope:- Arriee Ihleh wee beco-
ming their last outpfioet.1werieliet slander: and
sabotage failed to stem the WWparticipation of Africa in
pro 31v. mtemetioml bodies. Through these organisations
A1 caabegan to 11nd its rightful place in world etfaira.

: Butp e further impetus of urioe'a meet on inten-
nationalpprob em and the problene of colonialm end Melisa
are to be found in the convocation discussion resolutions
of the historic Bandung Conference which was hel m‘ the
18 - 24 Apfll 1955.

24 Asian and African states em invited including wre-
sentativee of liberation movements. The resolutions and
spirit of the Bandung eonerene‘e em a significant nlutone
mthehiemofbothfiriea gamma“ thobuie
for these continent: to be a tome in intemati * Maize.

TheW Conference mt amongst other things. to
consider problems relating to nemnel madam": nudism
and colonialismThe ob'e’et o: the oehrereneerm’eleo t9
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to define their role in mtemtioml 112131133.

The Conference in its resolution: condemned colonielien
and demanded 1t: 3peedy end. The conference also “time
that form domination and osple1tation “mutated : denial
of fundamental mmn right- which m contrary to the Charter
01 the um. -.- en medium: to World reaee and eo—opmtion.

Another moment resolution was the declaration 01
support tor the cause of freedom and independenco 1:01: all
peoplesand called upon colonial power: to gen:freedom 131:
index: 0. who spirit of Afre-Aeian uni
and en moieliet 1m 0110: end a concernforworld
peace and security was 1: unplented at the Bandung
Conference.

~ Although only three of the African states which partici-
pated 1n the Bandung Conference were members of the United
Nations. the Conference laid the basis for en 51mm
group in the UeNoe

33195? W became the aim: African state to be admitted
to the United. Nations.

In 1958 Ghana under me Iikrumah convened a Conferemee
of 1mm states which met in Accra iron ‘15 to 22 April
1958. The conference was of eat eignifieenee. Item 1. o:
the agenda was or particular flowce. It referred to the

"exchangeeof views on foray policy, especially in relation
to the African Continent; the future of African Independent
territories; the A13erian problem the racial problem; and
steps to be taken to safeguard the independence, aovere1gnty
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end temitoriel integnty o: uncanetatee".

. The fourth point of the agenda was “consideration 0‘: the
pro len of international oeace and of conformity with the

0 er of the United Nations; and reaffimtion of the pri-

nciples 01’ the Bandung Asian-African Conference.

The _ fifth point on the agenda was the establishment of a
p machinery for consultation on teereign policy after

the co erence.

This unique conference of African states which brought

together Ethiopia, Ghana, Liberia, Libya, Sudan, Morocco, .

Egypt and Tunisia - states with different cultures, languages.

economy political institution, and linked to different. ,

601011131 powers, France, Britainhnn Italy succeeded in

finding Unity in thuir diversity. And what is even more.
important shaped. their foreim policies and united. their

concerted effort: to assert African opinion on African problems.

African interests. and Africa: aspirations in intematieml

tomm- The Acorn Conference proclaimed and resolved on a

. wide range of problems affecting Africa. on the questions 0::

foreign 190th colonialism and self-detemihation ra
esafeguarding Mandates sovereignty and t tonal

integrity of independent states; the future at colonised

states in Africa; international peace and security; the danger
of themo-mwlear weaponn the reduction of the arms race;

and world peace.

lhe Conference also decided that the permanent representa-

tives of African states at the 11.x. should create a permanent

mehinerw for consultation andpoordination. A procedure and

schedule for the meeting of f ministers and heads of

Independent states was agreed on.

After years of virtual silme and Mung, the Axi’zchan~
10190 emerged from the is e and wilderness of enforced

' to assert 1 e in the ba .1151de of interna-
tie " diplomacy and to throw in m _ t in the United
nations organisatiom

. Ithtxuethatflfluhanmthemuunitedasitamm
be. .musim and even canine“ have occurred.

Imetihlist power: have done ' meet to foment
these divisions and conflicts. ”I ’ on the whole the

of the number of African independent stat“ have con ued to

name the impact. role and influence of Africa in the 0.1!.

The change of the balance of forces since 1960 "the
year at Atria" has seen not only a mmtitative changes in
Atrieafa position in the mm, as comctly reflected inter —
am by the recent convocation o: the recent Addie Ababa
Be on of the 11.11. Security Council but also radical changes

in outlook and the precaeupetion o: the 11.x. with African

groblm. both political. mm: and social which have ‘ \ '

scone the dominant feature of am. activity, in direct con”
to what the position was at its inception. "

The establishment; or the 0.5.3., which united miter.
states although perfieps on 51.1% sham foundation was a
furhtea: milestone in the eonao ch on of African unity. the

solution of African problems; and the romantion or a foreign

polls: on common 1881mm

Thiehnibeenandstinnm easy task, partly because
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mice is net et wholly and completely :Eree and independent.
There are 31:11 areas under colonial and white minority and
racial rule. Africa as a new emergent Continent in the world
finds itself divided“economically, culturally, linguistically,
tribally,smysan§ram1and.ethnelogicelly It feces problens
of Wet inderdevelopmeat. ignorance. and disease - a
heritage of Centuries of colonialism

The imperialist powers which raped and blekanieed the
African continent together with their ally and their bridge-
head, racist South Africa. spare no efforts and intrques te
drive a wedge between theAfrican states as well as the liberation
flevenents through economic and financial blackmail and neo—
colonialism.

Despite it all the O.A.U. has survived an a unique arse-
nieation in any continent. Nothing like it exists anywhere
else in the world. At every session some crisis is created
to thlart end meme. its convocation. But eeeh time the
progressive states rally to thwart the ettemt.

France attempts to direct the policy of its former colonies
to weaken the unity and mintehpy of the O.A.U.. South Africa
with the fall support or her wébtem allies pursues a northward
policy to try anti:pdominate certain African states both int
and in so far as their foreign policies are concerned. let
each seeeien of the ow has promeed Bone minimal agreement
on vital i- w: nmcmmmg to questions of African
securi and peace, world peahndce struggle against colonialism
and re alien.

ithe vital mle 01' Africa in the fundamental problems of
world Affairs, world peace, and security is demonstrated by
the fact thatfor a number of years now the UJ. has sent its
Seeretary-Generel and observer: t9 beeeions or the DAB.

In ddditien. the General Aseembly has given audience to
authorised delegates from the ow.

The impact and presence of Africa as an important force
in the 11.x. is further revealed by the feet that African
representeuves have been elected to leading positions in the
organs or the 8.16., as Presidents of the General Assembly.
mentors of the beeurity Council and. the position of Chairman
in those Councils

African representatives have served in other moment
Committees of the 11.5. in leading positions. The Committee
of 24, or Decolonization Committee, The Human nights Gomittee,
The Economic and social Oomttee,The Special Gemittee en
Apartheia. ate. Today there is hardly an organ of the 0.3.
in ufiieh Africans are not participating in one capacity or
enot em.

 

 
It has now beeome a coma practice for various 11.11. Comi-

ttees to meet in Africa. There are some relid. eritieisns in
respect a: this practice. Iet en the other hand it dememtee
0. new and inpartanteppreach towards the Continent end its
significance in the problems of world peace, security and
cooperation.

The 9.3. Organization as a body has had its influence on
the development 01' the eituttien in Africa. The Declaration
of Human Rights; the Convention Against Racism; The Declaration
on the gren e: Independence to Colonial ppeelee; The designation
of the Year 1 1 as a Year of intensification of Action Against
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mmand racial discrimination. All these have
. mintedmes. On the other hand. developmental in Africa

hangee 1n the belanee of power have had their pm-
foend effect on the 11.15.

Throughout the period of it: development and even up to
the present day there is much which Africa can lament and
genuinely feel disappointed about the U.n.o. 0n numerous
accessions African interests and security have been memted
end even Jeopardieed by the lack of: action on the part 0: the
UeNe - en mecuhtian end. paralysis deliberetpym
engineered. by the imperialiet powers.

The African peeple have watched with dimy the gnu
violation of the Charter 13 western immenat powers; the
abuse or the 0.3.0.: and t 18 even worse the magnum
and given to the reeiet SouthAfrican Government te ‘ itself
to the teeth. me: with impunity a whole coun like Henibia.
end to pursue an eggreeeive end expenlieniet pe cy against
the rent or Africa. in complete defiance 0: every tenetend.
precept, reeolntien and declaration of. the U.N.O.

' The 25th Anniversary 0: the mmo. was all accession when:
the positive and etive aspects of this mighty International
Organization was e :ected to eeerutiny.

The am. has a an to Africa which Le unequivocal in
term of its Charter, eeelutione and Conventions. But Africa
as pert er the UJ. equally has a dn to exert its united.
and. eoneerted effort to ensure that t hieterie organimation
13 not diverted or abused in its noble task of preserving.-
world peace, and security, Human rights and. national 1nd
name, intematieneleoe eretion andequality; and the in;
out of colonialism. rec

Africa, whieh new has the biggest representatien en a
continent hes a great obligation and responsibility. This can
enlybenzlfllledby munity andeforan pone which
is strictly in contormity with the Charter.en the no le

. resolutions of theifin.

Thm are many allies who have and will continueto U
reinforce those progressive African states who are 3e
eennitteed to Arum interests. These interests are an ant
with the interest; of. the overwhelming majority of humanity.
There are also powerful enemies.

Africa has emerged to determine not only its own destiny
but together with theprefuel" forces of the world. in the

[world forefront which is the cialiet aysten. the anti-imerieliet
r forces. ins do and outside the 15.3.0... the destiny 01’ manual.

A new era has been unfolding and the African states
and. people met rise to meet the challenge.

" Alfred nee
secretary-General.

African National Congress (SA),
Provisional Headquarters.
PeOe BOX 680.

MOGORO.
Tanzania;


