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DECEMBER 16:

South Africa - Heroes Day

Men and wonen of great courage and cl ear-sighted social vision have al ways
enmerged from anong the oppressed people in South Africa to lead the

struggl e agai nst white supremacy in all its forms. Throughout the centuries of
struggle their liberating ideas and exenpl ary heroi sm have served to kindle the
fire ofresi stance anong t he oppressed of our country agai nst those who have
robbed us of freedom |and and hunman dignity.

Each generation has been noved to struggle by their nanes and deeds; their
prof ound ideas of social justice and freedom their resolve, unwavering, to
fight in the face of fascist brutality, detention, torture and death.

They are the nmen and wonmen who enbody the highest ideals and

aspirations of their generation and future generations of the oppressed and
unredeened bl ack majority striving to create a society of brotherhood, peace
and justi ce.

In the white suprem st history books of today and yesterday their nanes

and deeds and ideas are not to be found or, if they feature at all, it is only as
the forces of evil; as the Ilterroristsil out to destroy a so-called Nationa
Christian Society. White suprem st historians attenpt to kill the m nds of each

generation of South Africans as surely as their regi mes have nurdered and
goal ed those who have consistently offered the only hope for a truly free and
denocratic South Africa.

Hi story books notwithstandi ng, prison bars and walls apart, and, |ong after
the Vorsters and Krugers, the van den Bergs and Swanepoel s, the nonstrous
torturers of the racist South African gestapo are dead and forgotten the
heroes of our people and the menory of our martyred dead will survive in

each generation through their |egacy of ideas and deeds.

The nanes of hundreds of |eaders such as M ni and Kayi nga who sang

freedom songs on the way to the gall ows; Ml aou and February who died on

the Wanki e battlefields; Sal oojee and Miluli who were tortured to death in
detention; Fischer, who died as a result of neglect in prison; Memie who was
killed by a parcel bonb; Mandela and Sisulu who to this day - el even years
after being sentenced to life inprisonnent _ are still incarcerated; Dorothy
Nyenbe, | anguishing in jail, serving a 15-year sentence; the banned, the

bani shed and the exiled, will forever remain in the nenory of our people.
Their names will feature in songs and poetry; their witings and speeches will
be the basis of text books for our revolution and during the building of the
new soci ety in our Motherland.



Not In Vain

On all suitabl e occasions and especially on Decenber 16, which has been

decl ared South Africa: Heroes Day by our people, the African Nationa

Congress and the oppressed black majority of South Africa pay tribute to

these countl ess conrades and heroes. On this day we also renind the

raci st-fascist reginme that the ideas of national |iberation so boldly propagated
by these nmen and wormen will triunph through the national revolutionary
struggl e of todayis oppressed and that their |lives have not been sacrificed in
vai n.

Yet, it is not only the | egacy of ideas and deeds which have gripped the

i magi nati on of each generation of the oppressed black majority in the struggle
for national |iberation. Equally decisive have been the instruments of
liberation, forged in the fire of struggle which have been bequeat hed to us.
Such an instrument is the African National Congress - the national politica

i nstrument which generations of the oppressed people built and protected as
the suprenme organi sation on whi ch we have pi nned our hopes for a successfu
struggl e agai nst white suprem st rule. It is to: this reason and fat of this
bf the ANC audits Programre, the Freedom Charter, that the racist regine

has done everything possible to destroy the ANC, its | eadership and cadres,
and its ideas contained in the Freedom Charter. For the ANC is the

enbodi ment and continuation of the finest in our tradition of struggle and the
best hope of crowning with victory the efforts and sacrifices of the past and
present generation of oppressed, anti-racist and denocratic forces in our
country. .,

In the calendar of nilitant struggle, Decenber 16 has equally come to be
associ ated with UVKHONTO WE Sl ZWE, (The Spear of the Nation) the

popul ar arny of national liberation created by the ANC to nmeet the chall enge
of the arned seizure of political power as a step in the creation of a state of
nati onal denocracy and to destroy for all tine Vorsterls terrorist regine.
Conrade A iver Tanbo, President of the ANC, said on the occasion of

i i Heroes Dayl’'. 1969:

On Decenber the 16th, 1961 a national armnmy - Unkhonto W Sizwe -

was born to resune resistance this tine against the nodem eneny and his
allies. Already this army has won historic victories in the battlefield against
arnmed arnmy forces. Thus, the formation of Unkhonto W Sizwe joins

together three periods in our history: the first is the period of the Wars of
Resi st ance waged by our forefathers against the white invaders of our

country. This lasted for centuries. The next began with the formation of the
A fricnz National Congress in 1912, which neant the birth of a new united
African Nation in South Africa. The third is the energence of Unkhonto

We Sizwe itself. This signified the resunption of armed struggle under

nodern conditions for the restoration of our land to its rightful owners.
HOMAGE

T0133. as on each Heroes Day. we salute the brave men and wonen of
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Urkhonto from anong all sections of the oppressed and exploited and al
anti-raci st and denocratic forces who have already paid the suprenme price in
the revol utionary struggle.

On this observance of Heroes Day, Decenber 16th, 1976; the African

Nati onal Congress is fully conscious of the historically unprecedented
sharpness of the conflict between the oppressed nmajority and the racist-fascist
state of South Africa, and of our historic commtment to the armed seizure of
power. The’ events of "Bl oody Wednesdayl!| -- June 16th, 1976. in Soweto.

and its aftermath has denonstrated once nore the fascist nature of the white
suprem st state. Equally, the nass upsurge of this period clearly underlines the
heroi sm and determ nati on of our people to struggle, even to death, to secure
victory and to create a South Africa where racism fascismand the

expl oitation of man by man shall be consigned to the dust heap of history.
For the heroes of today, as with those of yesterday, there is no time to
nmourn. Rather, in contenplating their heroism determ nation and vision of
justice and freedom should we rededi cate ourselves, individually and
severally to an intensification of the struggle for national |iberation

This is even nore urgent and inportant today than ever before because of

the sharpening of the struggle in South Africa a brief analysis of which we
make in the foll ow ng pages.

AVANDLA NGAWETHU

MVATLA KERONA!

PONER TO THE PEOPLE

The Rol | - Cal

BY GEORGE SHEA

Not all men,

Nor any ot her book

Than the register will hear ne out,

That all are present and well.

But to nake sure,

Let us have a roll call

And if none answers to his nane,

Know that it is for your own good

And mine that he has fallen

Fall en never to rise!

Now hang on ny li ps;

And listen to the roll call

Johannes Nkosi !

Vuyisile Mni!

W son Khayi ngo!

Z. Mhabal

Washi ngt on Bon co!

Bahi a Sal ooj ee! hey are all not there!

| Tis enough and done for a while.

Done with the patriots of ny notherl and.
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| know t he meani ng of the tears

That | see in your eyes.

And the neaning of the spilt bl ood.

O the sons and daughters of Afri ca;

By men who have shel ved hunani sn

L' phel d injustice;

And al i gned thensel ves

Wth animalist tendencies

In the deepest South of the Seventh Hell

My hatred and anger is beyond pardon

And there shall be peril, havoc and the tenpest!

To avenge and bring to justice

Those fasci sts,

VWho have | ost a human touch

And forced man to be agai nst nman

Br ot her agai nst br ot her

In the South of the Seventh Hell

The distant hour is surely at hand

| shall no |onger be a stranger in my own | and.

Nor | andl ess, votel ess hel ot of circumnstances;

Qppr essed, persecuted and hunt ed,

By the disciples of Hitler and Fasci sm

In the deepest South of the Seventh Hell

Bram Fi scher (1908-1975)

Bram Fi scher has an assured place anong the heroes of South African

i beration. He was a strong. bal anced and just man in a deranged, unjust
society. He was heroic in his total refusal to conmprom se, despite all the easy
pri7es waiting for the talented el dest son of an em nent Afrikanet famly.
" But Bram was not only devoted to the principle of freedomfor all the
peopl e of South Africa. He was just as conmmtted, in practice, to the people’'s

nati onal liberation novenment, as |led by the African National Congress. He
kneu and understood where the main current and main expression of the
peoples will lay - and he becane part of that. In this too, Bramwas heroic.

A gently loving famly man with admring friends throughout the world _
politically Bramwas tough with hinself, as he could be in his expectations of
others. He was not outside structures, but submitted hinself very much to the
di sci pline of the people’ s national nrmxenmmt, specifically the Congress
Alliance, led by the ANC. ,

It was his own fearless adherence to principle which malt Bram Fi scher

beyond being nerely a controversial figure fun his society. He will be
renmenbered not so nmuch for his long em nence as a eliwiil |awer - not even
(0! the case he argued before the Privy Council in Lyndon while on hail from
his initial trial in Johannesburg for being a conmunists He will he

renmenbered i nstead for his pmtixepom cal contributions: for the work done
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during the long and difficult silent years after the Communi st Party was
banned in 1950; for his work as a | eading nenber of the defence teamin the
Treason Trial (1956-61) in which 156 | eadi ng nenbers of the Congress
Alliance, including the late Chief Lutuli, the Nobel Prize-w nning President-
CGeneral of the ANC stood trial; and for his greatest public success, |eading the
def ence team which saved the lives of the men at the Rivonia Trial (1963-64),
where the national |eadership of Urkhonto we Sizwe, the military wi ng of the
ANC appear ed.

At this trial, though Nel son Mandel a, Walter Sisulu, Ahned Kat hrada,

Denni s Gol dberg, Govan Mieki and others sat accused in the dock, while

Bram stood in sil k-gowned dignity before the judge _ he was in reality

wagi ng the struggl e al ongsi de these nen, his conrades and | eaders.

Bram the highly respected Johannesburg barrister, was to share their
hardships of |life as a political prisoner. Before he died | ast year in

Bl oenfontein, he had served nine years of his life sentence for activities
agai nst apartheid.

His story is that of a nman with a huge contribution to nake to his society,
whose conpassion and conviction led himinto active politics, and whose
courage and comitment eventually required that he nake the absol ute

personal sacrifice. The fact that he died a convicted opponent of Vorster was
as much a confirmation of his undying hatred of oppression and injustice, as
it was the natural outconme of a |life dedicated to the fight for freedomfor al
people in our country.

Hi s background and his own outstanding capabilities gave bright prospects

for the young Bram Fischert His early career, through unspectactul ar
confirmed all expectations. In 1931 he won 21 Rhodes Schol arship to Oxford,
where he was also a rugby and tennis blue. He returned to South Africa to
start his legal practice and rapidly established a reputation as an expert on
conpany and mining law. At the tine of his arrest in 1964 under the
Suppressi on of Communi sm Act, he was the | ongest-serving nenber of the
Johannesburg Bar, had been its chairman, and had becone one of South

Africal s | eadi ng QCs.

MAGNETI SM

Hi s personal success coincided with the growth of Afrikaner political power
and there is no doubt that he would have risen to great heights of prestige and
privilege if he had conforned with white South African patterns. But his early
recogni tion of the subjugation of the majority of South Africals peoples on
whi ch the growi ng power of the Afrikaner was built soon made the young

Fi scher rebel. Bram saw the Afrikaners as having been the first people in
Africa to have won liberation fromBritish colonial dom nation and, as an
Afri kaner, he was therefore the nore incensed and ashamed when his peopl e

set about enforcing a system of |egislation based on raci sm and oppression
And, as an Afrikaner, it was no light decision for himwhen, in the late
19305, he joined the Communi st Party _ still at that stage legal and the only
political party which then observed no col our bar and whi ch advocat ed

uni versal franchise. This decision domnated his |life and he renmained, to the
end, a dedicated comunist. As he explained at his trial
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My attraction to the Communi st Party was a matter of persona

observation It was always the Comuni sts of all races who were

prepared to give of their tinme and their energy to help with night schools
and feedi ng schenes, who assisted trade unions fighting desperately to
preserve standards of living It was A frican Conmuni sts who constantly

risked arrest in order to gain or retain sone rights. This fearl ess adherence
to principle nust always exercise a strong appeal to those who wi sh to take
part in politics, not for personal advantages but in the hope of maki ng sone
positive contribution

That he could, while making no secret of his affiliations to the Conmuni st
Party, beconme a forenpbst barrister within apartheid South Africa was an

i ndi cation of Bram Fischerls ability and of the peculiar respect, often
affection, which he evoked in all with whomhe canme into contact, even in
those who vehenently disagreed with his political views. For Bramwas a man
of imrense personal nagnetism wth an i medi ate charmand a strength

born of honesty and deep commitnent - and supported always by a lively

and cl ose-knit famly.

UNDERGROUND

Bram s nost nenorabl e action came when he returned from London on bail

and in January 1965, went underground, inside South Africa. H s action then
was shattering, both for hinmself and for all who knew him But it was, in
terns of the logic of his life and conmtnent, inevitable. As he explained in a
letter to the court:

If in ny fight | can encourage even sone people to understand and to

abandon policies they now so blindly follow, Ishall not regret any punish-
ment 1 may incur | can no |onger serve justice in the way | have

attenpted to do during thepast 30years - lean do it only in the way | have
now Chosen

No Afri kaner had ever made such a stand before _ and no one South African
could ever have nmade that particular point as forcefully as did Bram

The consequences were clear: his chances of survival were slimand his
defiance, he knew, would finally arouse against himthe inplacable wath of
the apartheid State. Yet he managed to survive undetected for a full ten
nonths within South Africa - for a man of his position, and aged 57, itself a
remarkable feat. And there was a private aspect of his decision which

i ndi cated the degree of Bramis determ nation: in June 1964, only the day after
his success at the Rivonia Trial, his wife Mlly was killed in a car-crash. Few
peopl e outside his fam |y could have realised the devastating effect of the
tragedy on Bram Mol ly had been his personal and political comnpanion for

nore than 30 years and their famly |life had al ways been an essential part of
his personality. Wien MIlly died, the tenptations for himto retreat into
privacy with his children were great, particularly as his son Paul suffered from
cystic fibrosis.

Hi s decision to go underground thus not only cut himoff fromhis famly
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but al so raised the definite possibility of his never being with themagain - in
addition (a fear which he later admtted to) he faced the possibility of dying in
prison. Yet he acted to make his stand as powerfully as possible:

When the | aws | hensel ves becone imoral and require the citizen to take

par! in an organi sed system of oppression - if only by his silence Or apathy
- then | believe that a higher duty arises.
Bram Fi scher died on 23 April 1975, still serving his life sentence as a prisoner

of Vorsteris government. Nearly six nonths before his death, it was

di scovered _ by State doctors _ that he had term nal cancer. Despite pleas
fromhis famly and fromleading figures in South Africa and internationally,
the Mnister of Justice refused to release Bram Eventually . by which tine
Bram was paral ysed and near death - the Mnister allowed himto be noved

to the hone of his brother in Bloenfontein - not, as requested by the famly,
to his daughterhs home in Johannesburg. He was still subject to prison

regul ations. And the M nister demanded that, after his cremation, his ashes be
retained by the Prisons Departrment for burial

A large nunber of friends and followers went fromall over South Africa to
Bl oenfontein for the funeral cerenony. Their tributes _ and the adnmiration
of so many who honoured his nenory _ served to confirmthe spirit of the

wor ds which Bram hinsel f quoted at the end of his trial in Pretoria:

VWhet her we win or whether we die, freedomw Il rise in africa, |like the sun
fromthe norning clouds.

Few South Africans have contributed nore to that happening than Bram

Fi scher. -

But his contribution was not a |one one - and he did not make it as an

i ndi vidual . He strengthened - and was in turn strengthened by _ the

peopl es novenent. Bram Fi scher is 3 peopl es hero.

For Bram Fi scher

(on receiving the Lenin Peace Prize) by DAVID EVANS

This time has known no peace, not yet

except

the final brutal unsought peace of death

the pulsing city

changed to silent cataconb

the breathing country

sterile, ploughed

by whi ni ng bonbs

whi ch snmear the name of peace

and till a soil of blood and shattered bone.

Is there no rest or brotherhood this side the endl ess graves

_those nonunents to love too slowy felt?
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O is there peace

wi thin the bl oody wonb of war

waiting to be born?

We know your creed

- that you believe in man

in man who struggled 'fromthe primal slirne

and fel

and struggled up again

in man whose anger is the other part of |ove

who smashes what he buil ds

to build again

who fails

because he clinbs

who di es

that men mght live.

This is your fight:

that other nen mght have the right to peace.

For this belief in man

men have honoured you.

W too.

The Cracking of the Racist |mage

On Bl oody Weei nesday, 16 June 1976, in Soweto, an inage was deeply

cracked. Since then - in wave after wave of peopleis mlitant action - it has
been shattered forever: The South African racists can never again peddle
apartheid as a system guaranteeing quick profits through a docile and cheap

| abour force _- as organised through an efficient and brutal fascist regine.
The fasci smrenmains, exposed as nore bl oody and nurderous than ever. in

its panic waves of repression. But the inmage of efficiency has gone. They
know, as the world knows, that they cannot stifle the people’s will. The bl uff
of economi ¢ bouyancy is being called, as the regine founders in its own
contradictions, trying to divert the course of progressive Change through one
shabby trick after another. But now the) are being exposed each tinme by the
grom h of political awareness, and the nmere pace of events and peopl es
demands; the reality of naked repression and strategies for nucl ear blackmai
lie uncovered. Externally, the reginme,s ttbhuffer states" are being transforned
into |iberated zones of Africa.

The expl oitation of black peopiets | abour continues ._ but the pretence that
they are docile has been stripped; all ages and all shades of black people in
South Africa are nobilised to resist the repressinn of the mnority regi ne. And
they turn to the national |iberation novenent, headed by the African

Nati onal Congress, from which they seek guidance to work out nore

advanced forms of struggle.



In response, the cadres Of the ANC of fer gui dance for the devel opnent of
greater political awareness, so that activists cone to understand at this crucia
time who the real eneny is, and what forns the eneny takes within the

struggl e.

It is acrucial time for greater political understandi ng because inperialismis
on the | ookout in Southern Africa, ready to do a deal with opportunists of any
shade to try and sal vage its superprofits and maintain, with m nor concessions
i f necessary, the overall econonmic and political status quo.

After Bl oody Wednesday the streets of the townships and of several city

centres becane battl egrounds between the people and the armed m ght of the
apartheid state. Since those first peacefully denpnstrating Soweto students
were shot, young people, unarned except for dustbin lids and stones, have
marched in the face of police dogs, batons, teargas, arnoured cars and guns.
They have boycotted schools and universities. They have been joi ned by

wor ki ng people fromthe townships, the farns and the factories in massive
denonstrations and strikes throughout the country. In many thousands they

have been jailed, tortured and nurdered.

As a result of massive police raids and arrests nmany young peopl e have been
forced to take refuge in the rural areas, and others have gone underground

i nside the townships. And | arge nunbers have fled to nei ghbouring countries.

In their exile, as inside South Africa, they are turning to the experienced and
politically mature organi sation of the ANC for support and gui dance.

The nonentum of struggle is gathering as never before. Al the elenents
required for continuing arned struggle are mani festing thensel ves, one after
anot her.

But this present uprising nust not be seen as an isol ated exanpl e of bl ack

di saf fection - nor indeed as some new phenonenon. It is one of the links in

the chain of black revolt which stretches over many decades.

As the years have passed, this revolt has grown in scope and intensity as the
process of urbanisation of the African nasses has speeded up. For this process
has al so nmeant the poiiticization of the main force of the national denocratic
revol ution.

Since the end of the Second World War there have been a series of

i mportant canpai gns: The African M neworkersi Strike in 1946; the Genera

Strike of 1950; the Defiance of Unjust Laws Canpai gn of 1952; the Freedom
Charter Canpaign of 1955; and in the late fifties, the great Pondo Revolt

agai nst the establishnment of Bantustans, |leading up to the [aunching of a
canpai gn of sabotage and armed struggle on Decenber 16, 1961

SHARPEVI LLE ERA OVER

The present uprising now spreads w der and deeper than anything which cane
before. It has involved tens of thousands of our people fromevery province,
every part of the country. The spirit of defiance is not being snuffed out, it is
not being isolated or localised - it is everywhere. It is an undeni able rejection
of apartheid, time and again, by young and old, for nmonth after nonth. Now

the battle is joined for the destruction ofapartheid. The era of Sharpeville has
passed. Qur people are no longer prepared just to turn their backs on the

bull ets. And when there is a lull in the shooting, they are no | onger prepared
only to mourn They nobilise!



The) advance, confronting a fascist force that would fire on them anyway
_exert ifthey nerely denmonstrated, as they were doing that first \Wednesday
31x nont hs ago.

So the young peopl e of Soweto. of the Cape, the Eastern Province and

el sexx here. are coming tojoin in taking up the banner which the ANC rai sed just
15 years ago: That the only practical and realistic approach for the defeat of
raci smand inperialismis through arned struggle, leading to the seizure of
pOner and the establishnent of a non-racial, denocratic South Africa.

In all these recent events an inportant role is being played by the

under ground organi sation of the ANC. ANC | eafl ets were evident in many

parts of the country. Qur courageous underground cadres and | eaders are
continuously seen by our people risking their |lives and facing inprisonnent
and torture in their work to strengthen our noverment and to stimnulate the
nood of resistance. The street corner broadcasts, the |eafl et bonmbs and the
unendi ng stream of propaganda and organi sational material keep alive the
spirit of resistance and revolt and hel ps the people to understand the
revol uti onary content and perspectives of our struggle.

The tide of revolt which the years of the present decade have seen is also in
response to events in the countries bordering South Africa. The liberation of
Angol a and Mbzanbi que and the intensification of the struggle for nationa

i beration by the peoples of Zi nbabwe and Nam bia have all inspired our

people to greater efforts.

REJECT BANTUSTANS

Internally, it is also a response to Vorsteris fraudul ent Bantustan solution. In
the Transkei, the only area where so-call ed i ndependence has been accepted by
Chief Matanzima, ttelectionsl’” could only be held and won under a state of
emergency in which hundreds of Matanzinmals | eadi ng opponents (including

candi dates for the election) are slung in goal. Meanwhile the people throghout
the country have given notice of their intention to smash the system of

Bant ust ani sati on of our country. They stand opposed to the Bantustan

devices set up by the Vorster regime of terror to divide the people into weak
et hni c groups.

Never meant to be independent, the Bantustans are designed to be

reservoirs of cheap, unskilled, mgratory, contract |abour; they are the
dunpi ng grounds for all those rejected as Itredundantil by white industry;
they are concentration canps for the bani shment of our people fighting
Vorsterls tyranny; they are markets for cheap, shoddy goods produced by
so-cal l ed white South Afri ca.

The Bantustan | eaders are the willing agents for the oppression of Bl acks by
the white State. They are traitors to our cause and nust be exposed as such
They rule with the help of Vorsterls nurderous Special Branch and BGCSS;

they rule with the help of Vorster’s brutal prisons and | aws.

At a tinme of sweeping revolutionary changes in Southern Africa, we nust

work tirelessly for the destruction of the Bantustans and all institutions of
white minority rule. Racist South Africa and its inperialist allies are fully
aw are of the extent to Vt hich the bal ance of forces has changed in the Southern
hal f of the African Continent. But despite all the evidence show ng raci st
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South Africa as a threat not only in independent Africa, but also the world,
Western countries, notably. Britain, Wst Germany, USA and France.

continue to invest and trade with the Vorster reginme. Wat is worse, these
countries continue to armthe regine with all the nost nodern weapons of

war, even to the extent of making it possible for the South African fascists to
produce nucl ear weapons. They refuse to break off diplomatic ties with the
regi me and vote agai nst any attenpt at inposing a nandatory arms enbargo

agai nst the country through the United Nations and veto resolutions calling
for the expul sion of racist South Africa fromthe world body.

MOBI LI SE SUPPORT

Meanwhi | e, between Kissinger, Snmith and Vorster, there is an attenpt at
various neo-colonialist solutions and subterfuges to undernine the struggles
of the peoples of Nam bia, Zi nbabwe and South Africa for true denocracy

and i ndependence. W have no doubt that these schemes will be defeated by

our respective peoples and that power will be transferred to the people
through the continuation of the arned struggle.

As the struggle sharpens we have no doubt that the countries that profit
fromapartheid will do all they can _ even to the extent of physically
participating in repression _ to defend and perpetuate the status quo so that
they may continue to reap the super-profits that accrue as a result of the super
expl oitation of our people and our resources. This we nust understand. For

this, we and our friends nust be prepared. W nust know the eneny, in all its
forns, and with this know edge we nust nobilise the wi dest possible support
for the struggle for national liberation in South Africa.

VI CTORY IS CERTAI N
AVANDLA NGA WETHU
MATLA KE ARONA!
POAER TO THE PEOPLE!
Il



Al Maf ukuzel a!

Prai se Poemto J. Langalibal/ele Dube, First President of the ANC
by S.E K MXHAY

Return abroad oh son of Dube!

Ret urn abroad Mafukuzel a!

Thou wort hy beast of burden bearing the afflictions of Africa:
That bears our troubl es and our pain,

Thou hast borne many a hardship and seen it through, -
Borne them by the hundreds and the hundreds of thousands;
O fspring of the Bull fromthe East, -

We have given you the nane Mafukuzela _ sturdy one.
Back then to the fray thou filibustering Buffalo!

Cour ageous bul | ock, untaneabl e one.

Thou fighting bull whose bell owed chal |l enge,

Chal | enges other from across rivers and oceans;

Whose call resounding Iike a horn

rips up the earth casting its sods to the rear

Whose sl ashing horns break the jaws of all challengers,
Strike at their hunps and destroy their pride.

| adore thee calf of the nation, | praise thee, -

He pounds the dust with his hooves, eyes set on the North,
He struck at GChl ange and the sun appeared,

He paws the earth On the Rand and cones up with gold,
Maki ng the Gumedes and Radebes stare in wondernment, --
Forward! with Thema and Makgat ho he char ges,

VWile deep in its slunber the aging Cape,

Shrivelled, it seenms, by its own senility.

(two stanzas omitted)

Beware the Bull ock of Zulu when angered!

O the House of Sithole, Ntombela and Ml andel a,

Today he stands together with DuBois,

Men whose profoundity of mnd can never be pl unbed,

He who rashly nol ests us shall be burnt by many fires;
We shall return to the days of Shaka;

We shall raise such an uproar

That even the heavens shall cry out in protest!

Bexx are the bullock of the house of Jama when aroused!
For he has forsaken the good life, has lost even his hair
He has taken to a trying road in spite of his bald pate;
He shall willingly sacrifice health and even his life
For the sake of the African people,

For the sake of Africa’s children
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They shall restore her life,

They shall restore her wealth and her vigour.

GO well and return 0 Langalibalele - Bright Sun!

Proclaimto the world the good neus that Africa :hail rezunf
Freedom s Child

by JAMES MATTHEWS

Freedons chil d,

You have been denied too | ong,

Fill your lungs and Cry rage.

Step forward and take your rightful place.

You will not grow up knocking at the back door.

For you there will be no nmore Iraxelling third clameniorecd by | aw,
Wth segregated schooling and sitting on the floor.

The rivers of our |and, the mountaintops and the shore.

It is yours, you will not be denied anynore,

Cry rage, Freedonm s child.



HEROES DAY MESSAGES

The African National Congress expresses its gratitude for the hundreds of
letters and tel egranms received from organi sati ons and individuals on the
occasi on of Heroes Day. Hereunder are extracts fromsone of these nessages:
UNI TED NATI ONS SPECI AL COVM TTEE AGAI NST APARTHEI D:

AMBASSADOR LESLI E HARRI MAN ( CHAI RVAN)

Greetings on occasion of Heroes Day conmmenoration stop heroi sm of

Fighters for freedom and human equality in South Africa over many decades
nmore particularly since despicable Soweto massacre has inspired humanity
stop Martyrs of South African freedom struggle have given lives for universa
cause stop They nust and will be honoured all over world stop Gratified that
Bram Fi scher will be honoured posthunously on Heroes Day Specia

Conmittee has repeatedly commended dedication and sacrifice of that great
Afri kaner and patriot in support of liberation stop H s martyrdom

synmbol i zed that struggle in South Africa is not against whites but of all decent
peopl e agai nst racismstop H s nane shall be cherished by all opponents of
raci sm and oppression.

| NTERNATI ONAL UNI ON OF STUDENTS : CZECHOSLOVAKI A

We vehenently condemn South Africals fascist white apartheid regi ne and

all its brutalities against the black people and others who oppose this crine
agai nst humanity. We al so condemn those inperialist countries which support
the white racist regine. W call for the release of all political prisoners
especially the | eadership ofthe ANC. Nel son Mandel a, Walter Sisulu, Wnnie
Mandel a, Elias Mtsoal edi, Andrew M angeni and many ot hers.

On this occasion, the IUS al so pays speci al honage to and honours the

menory of Bram Fischer, the great, brilliant South African | awer who
sacrificed everything including his life, in the struggle against the i nhuman
crinmes of apartheid..

NAI SON KHOZWANA _ ANC : ZI MBABVE

Today the people of South Africa, under the | eadership of the ANC (SA)

are wagi ng heroic struggle against the criminal racist regine of Vorster, for
their countryls liberation and i ndependence, and victory is inevitable. The
Zi mbabwe struggle is inextricably linked with the South African struggle. As
hitherto, so in the future too, the people of Zi nbabwe shall extend ful
support and solidarity to the just cause of the oppressed people of South
Africa and the African National Congress. Convinced that the oneness of our
struggl e and solidarity forned between the peoples and organi sati ons of our
two countries will further strengthen and devel op through the comon
struggl e against international inperialism colonialismand racism..
PRESI DI UM SOVI ET SCOLI DARI TY COW TTEE

...behal f Soviet public send ardent congratul ati ons, best w shes South African
peopl e and express resolute support just struggle for freedomstop this year
Her oes Day conmenorated during new upsurge liberation struggle Southern
Africa stop attention world public attracted events South Africa stop South
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African people ever nore decisively struggle against raci smapartheid stop
Progressive forces under |eadership African National Congress wage selfe
denyi ng heroic struggle inspite mass repressions by racist reginme stop
progressive world public supports courageous struggle South African people
stop Paying tribute South African Patriots world public honours nenory
martyrs whose nanes renmain imortal in nenory of people of goodwi |l stop
award Juliot Curie gold nmedal outstanding freedom fighter Conrade Bram

Fi scher manifests international solidarity your struggle stop long live
solidarity between peoples Soviet Union and South Africa.

LI BERATI ON SUPPORT MOVEMENT OF CANADA

As weapons and investnents of North Anerican capital are crucial to the

mai nt enance of the Vorster regine, so will the success of the South African
Li berati on Movenent be one inportant step toward our own liberation....

ANTI - APARTHEI D MOVEMENT OF AUSTRI A

We express our solidarity with the struggling people of South Africa

agai nst the racist (South African) reginme. W wish the African National
Congress success in their fight.

COVMUNI ST PARTY OF DENVARK

On the occasion of South Africa Heroes Day and the posthunous

presentation of the highest award of the Wirld Peace Council __ the Juliot
Curie Medal - to the heroic Abram Fischer, our party conveys its npst
fraternal solidarity greetings to the African National Congress and all South
African patriots fighting against apartheid, oppression and inperialism..
CENTRE DE RECHERCHES SO O RELI d EUSES:

LOUVAIN UNI VERSI TY : PROF. B. HOUTART : BELG UM

I want to manifest ny full solidarity with you at this crucial noment of your

struggl e.

| NTERNATI ONAL ASSCOCI ATI ON OF DEMOCRATI C LAWERS

BELG UM

The International Association of Denmocratic Lawyers salutes the evening

organi sed on renenbrance of those who fell in the fight for |iberation, on the

occasi on of |l Heroes Day, Decenber 16th and confirm our whol e-hearted
support for the struggles of the South African people and of the African
Nati onal Congress to elimnate apartheid and racial discrimnation.

FEDERATI ON OF BLACK STUDENTS | N FRANCE

In spite of (thesel brutish nethods of oppression and intimdation we are
convi nced that the courageous South African people will destroy colonialism
and racismand Vorsterls reginme for all times. We reaffirmour firm support
for the struggl em

THE NORVWEGQ AN COUNCI L FOR SOUTHERN AFRI CA

Many patriots have been killed, detained and prosecuted by the illegal
Vorster reginme, but resistance has not been stopped. The people's struggle for
freedom can never be stopped by brutality and violence by the oppressors. W
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express our full solidarity with the South African people and their |iberation
noverent, the African National Congress, in their revolutionary struggle to
build a society free of exploitation of man by man..
| R SH ANTI - APARTHEI D MOVEMENT
We express our total solidarity with the liberation novenent of South
Africa, especially at this tine of crucial confrontation, and recognise the vita
| eadership of the ANC (SA) in the struggle for freedom On this date we
re-dedi eate ourselves to support your just cause by whatever means you woul d
ask of wus.
The followi ng are extracts from sonme of the nessages received from
organi sations and individuals in the United Ki ngdom
THE LI BERAL PARTY (DAVID STEEL MP)
When a few weeks ago we saw that awful photograph of the black teenager
carrying in his arnms the dead body of his brother in the South African
townshi p of Soweto, the agony that is apartheid was reveal ed for even the
nost blind to see, and we cannot turn our heads away fromthe sight
PAUL ROSE : LABOUR MP
May | express nmy whol ehearted support for your struggle agai nst the evi
system of apartheid and minority domination in South Africa. | believe the
day is fast com ng when Southern Africa will be free.
ANDREW FAULDS : LABOUR MP
| send nmy greetings and support on South Africa Heroes Day, for a successfu
fight against the racist oppression of apartheid in South Africa. | |ook
forward to the day South Africa noves to majority rule and African
gover nnent .
Bl SHOP AMBROSE REEVES
PRESI DENT ANTI - APARTHEI D MOVEMENT
May | through you send greetings to all who are gathered to honour all those
uho in forner years strove so valiantly for Freedom and Justice..
NATI ONAL UNI ON OF M NERS : SCOTTI SH AREA

wi shing you every success in this event and express the solidarity of the
Scottish Mners with your efforts to eradicate raci smand apartheid from your
country.
COVMUNI ST PARTY
This has been an historic year for South Africa, a year in which significant
victories for liberation have been won in nei ghbouring Myzanbi que and
Angol a, in which new bl ows for freedom have been struck in Nam bia and
Zi mbabwe, and in which in South Africa itself new heroes have arisen from
anmong the people..
Sowet o narked a new stage in the struggle of the black people for their
liberation. Its meaning is that the people are prepared to fight and die to win
their |iberation.
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To that brave challengethe British people must respond. The British |abour
and progressive novenent nust conpel their Government to end all

col l aboration with the hated apartheid regine and to extend solidarity to the
African National Congress, the chanpion of all those in South Africa
struggling to liberate thensel ves fromrepression, racialismand white
mnority tyranny

NATI ONAL ASSEMBLY OF WOVEN

We join in the many protests against the apartheid regine in South Africa
and greet the heroic wonen of the African National Congress; we are with
themin their struggle for their liberation and that of their people.

NATI ONAL ORGANI SATI ON OF LABOUR STUDENTS

full support and solidarity in your struggle against the Vorster Regi ne and
for the Liberation of South Africa.

| NTERNATI ONAL MARXI ST GROUP

The IMF reaffirms its solidarity with all those fighting the racist Vorster
regime and its inperialist backers, on this South Africa Heroes Day;

organi sed by the African National Congress The npbst practical support we
can give to the liberation struggle in Southern Africa is to force the Labour
CGovernment to cease all trade, all arms supplies and all investrments to the
raci st states of South Africa and Rhodesia.. .

| NDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY

Fraternal greetings to our African Conrades whose heroic struggle for

Li beration is an exanple to us all.

LORD BROCKWAY ( PRESI DENT) _ LI BERATI ON

Li beration salutes the Freedom Fighters of South Africa and pledges it) full
support in the devel oping struggle to defeat apartheid and white mnority rule.
HI TCHI N | NDI AN WORKERSASSOCI ATION : BRI TAIN

We fully support the liberation struggle carried on by the ANC agai nst the
tyranny of racismand col onialismand express our strong solidarity with
ANC. . ..

THE BRI TAIN _ Cl DR SCClI ETY

Qur support and best wi shes to all those striving to renove fascismand raci sm
fromthe face of the earth.

NORW CH ANTI - APARTHEI D MOVENMENT

We send you a nmessage of collectivism fraternalismand internationalism

| NDI AN WORKERSI ASSOCI ATI ON HUDDERSFI ELD

fully support your struggle against racialismand fascism

PETER HAI N : CHAI RMAN YOUNG LI BERALS

We salute the courage of those struggling and denpnstrating agai nst
apartheid within South Africa today. May we al so convey our full solidarity
with the ANC Freedom Fi ghters: Victory will be yours!



THE PEOPLE’ S

PATI ENCE | S NOT

ENDLESS: The tine cones
inthe life of any nation
when there remain only two
choices -- submit or fight.
That tinme has now cone to
South Afri ca.

unkhonto we sizwe

mani f est o i ssued

Decenber 16, 1961



SOQUTH AFRI CA HERCES' DAY

Decenber 16 1976 t

Extracts from some messages received too late for inclusion in our progranme:
GHANA: The. Government and peopl e of Ghana salute you and pl edge unflinching
support fOr YOU? jUSt Struggle...W urge you never to despair but to fight
relentlessly until oppression and degradation give way to triunph and dignity.
Be assured of our Gontinuous support and solidarity in your pursuit for that

i nal i enabl e and pricel ess objective: Freedom..

SWAPO. SWAPO wel comes the World Peace Council initiative to award the Juli ot
Curie Gold Medal posthunously to the late Bram Frischer. Conrade Fischer was
an outstanding nan, a nman with a Vieion, and with the courage and stamna to
stand by his beliefs to the end.

EORLD FEDERATI ON OF DEMOCRATI C YOUTH: WFDY expresses its warnest revol utionary
and fraternal greetings on occassion Decenber 16 Founding Day of nmilitary w ng
of ANC. Supports fully decisions of your neeting. WIIl do our best to carry
them out in support of struggle against racismand apartheid..For najority
rule in South Africa.

gERVAN COVWUNI ST PARTY (F.R G) : W stand firmy on your side and are
convinced that victory will be yours in your just struggle.

| TALI AN COVMUNI ST PARTY -Central Committee; ...Your struggle against raci smand
gpartheid, for equalityTufgeedom and justice for your people, has the full
active solidarity of the Italisn Comunists, workers and denocrats. Wth

i ncreasing vigour, public opinion in our country raises its voice in indignation
and protest against the racial segregation and brutal repression practiced by
Vorster’s racist governnment and the continuation of a system of slavery and
radal hmm _

To the representatives of the A N.C., courageously fighting in this difficult2
but nobl e cause, we assure our full support, for the success of their cause and
for the day that racism colonialismand oppression will forever be defeated in
the South African Republic.

TASKFORCE ON THE CHURCHESU AND CORPCRATE RESPONSI BILITY - Canada : ...We.are
aware of the terrible toll EEEEH hy the raci st government of South Africa of
menbers of the ANC and its | eadership. W are aware of the grow ng number of
daily arrests, harassnents and persecutions of all who Speak out against the

i nhumane and brutal system of apartheid and comenorate with you their sacri-
fices and courage in the struggle for an end to racism..

EANI TOBA ANTI - APARTHEI D COALI TI ON - Cenada: We take this oocassion to reaffirm
our comrtment to liberation in South Africa....

ANMALGAMATED UNI ON OF ENGQ NEERI NG WORKENS - TeChni cal Admi ni strative and

a... m..-

EHEEEXEEEEX section : | EEEWTASS gr EEES the heroic freedomfighters of South
Africa and wi shes them every success in their struggle against inperialism
and racism we salute all those who have given their lives and their greedom
to this just struggle.

We reserve a special place in our thoughts and regards for David Kitson, a
nmenber of our union, and pledge ourselves to continue the struggle for his

rel ease and the release of all political prisoners in South Africa.



Messages: i , 2.

ANTI - | APAARTHEI D MOVEMENT - UK: ...This year we have wi tnessed once nore the
Hnmasked brutality of the apartheid regi me and a new generation of martyrs
have made the ultimate sacrifice for the cause of freedomin South Africa.

We salute all the martyrs of South Africa and those who are heroically
resisting the might of the South African racist state.

We pl edge our deternmination to intensify our solidarity with the oppressed
peopl e of South Africa and our canpaigns to secure the total isolation of

the racist reginme.

LONDON CO- OPERETI VE SOCI FTY - Education Departnent: ...W share your struggle
we pl edge our noral and naterial support and believe that with, solidarity,
peace ancl friendship our common struggles will gain froma common resol ve.
COVMUNI ST PARTY - National Students Committee: ...sends greetings to all those
fighting for national liberation in Southern Africa. W shall continue to make
every effort to support the national |iberation nmovenments and to isol ate those
who back apartheid in this country...

SQUT MRK TRADES COUNCIL: ...This Council and the 16,000 trade unionists it
represents...w sh your organisation and all South African workers victory over
raci smand oppression.

NATICI1 L PEACE COUNCIL -UK: ...peaCe is not possible without justice, hunman
rights, freedomand equality. In South Africa this means there nust be an end
to racismand the policy of Apartheid and to all colonialist policies. W

sal ute those who have so courageously given their lives for the future gener-
ations of South Africans.

QAMDEN COWM TTEE FOR COVMUNI TY RELATI ONS: We have full solidarity with your
cause. Victory seens nearer now.

J. D. BERNAL PEACE LIBRARY - UK: ...We are privileged to join in the tribute
to Bram Fischer. This South Africa’s Heroes’ Day witnesses an intensification
of the struggle of the oppressed peoples of Southern Africa to whose cause Bram
devoted his life...\WW join in the tribute tonight, not only to Bram but al so
to the thousands of other martyrs of this Freedom struggle.

EAVMBETH BOROUGH COUNCI L LABOUR PARTY MEMBERS : Fraternal greetings from al
menbers of mgjority Labour group of councillors.

NATI ONAL UNI ON OF SOCI LI ST WORKI NG YOUTH (SDAJ) - F. R G: W wish you every
success. W assure you nof our solidarity in your struggle against the raci st
tyranny of the Vorster regine.

AUSTRI A - 47 signatories includi hg academ cs, artists, jounralists, nusicians,
priests, scientists, students and witers : \Wol eheartedly support your
nmeeting on the occassion of South Africa Heroes' Day. W condem every form of
apartheid as a grave breach of Human Ri ghts and declare our solidarity with the
peepl e struggling against the racist regine in South Africa.



