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S. Africa labor raises voice
Black federation demands end to apartheid

By Nathaniel Sheppard Jr.
Chicago Tribune

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa—A
powerful new federation of black labor
unions indicated Sunday that its first
order of business was to demand that the
government lift a state of emergency
covering many black townships and
begin to dimantle apartheid.

e:g:king at a rally attended by an
ted 10,000 people in Durban, Elijah

Barayi, newly elected president of the
‘Congress of

South African Trade Unions,

Congress, upgrade
womenandremwepoliceandmﬂnary
troopsfromscomofblacktownshps
where a state of emergency has

effect for more than 4 months.

“We are not going to be passive. We
havebempasmveforquiteanumberoi
years,” said Barayi, who added that
work sickouts, tionally a form of
black protest, would be encoura by
the 500,000-member union, which was
formally established on Saturday.

Barayi said the union fully mpports
disinvestment in South Africa, and he
ent of State Presi-
dent P.W. to step down.

The union is the largest black-led labor

- movement in the white-ruled nation. It

adds an important voice to the rising

chorus of discontent over government
policies—most notably from big business,
which has been uncharacteristically criti-
cal of the government in recent months.

A group of influential Afrikaner and
English-speaking business leaders met
with Botha last week to press for an
acceleration of reform efforts. The group
reportedly told him that failure to speed
up political reform and to end racial
separation would cause a flood of inter-
national sanctions against the country.

About a dozen countries have with-
drawn their diplomatic representatives
from Pretoria, and the United Nations
Security Council has called for voluntary
economic sanctions by member nations.

. In the United States, colleges, universi-
ties and employee retirement funds have
cut back on South African investments
by $292 million this year, according to a
study by the Investor Responmbﬂxty Re-
search Center, a Washington organiza-
tion that monitors business activity in
South Africa.

A few months ago, foreign banks,
mostly American, refused to roll over
millions of dollars in short-term loans to
South Africa. The government announced
that it could not repay the loans, and this

sent the value of the rand plunging to an.

all-time low [35 cents, U.S.]. This further
angered business leaders, already con-
cerned with the spread of black consum-
er boycotts of white businesses around
the country. °

Strained relations between government
and business began to show after Aug.
15, when Botha made a long-awaited
?alicyspeechthatfaﬂedtooontainre-

business leaders expected and
thought were necessary. Several
meetings between the government and
business leaders have failed to yield
s of change called for in the
community. ;

tled.
English-speaking business executives
flew to Lusaka, Zambia, ainst m
ment wishes for talks
Afr_ican National Congréss, which is
trying to topple white rule by force from
its position in exile.

Two weeks ago, executives of leading
American and South African com
met i.;lo mf:lg]m to formulate a joint sgat-
egy for ting apartheid. They have
since put steady pressure on the gwern-
ment to speed up reform.

On Sunday, a group of 186 Amencan
companies doing business here urged the
government to take ‘‘urgent steps . to
lower tensions in the contin educa-
tional crisis” that has cau school
boycotts by about 1 million black stu-
dents in the last year and a half. A
significant aspect of the most recent
meeting between government and busi-
ness leaders was the participation of
Afrikaner business leaders, a group here-
tofore staunchly supportive of govern-
ment policy.

In other developments, a black boycott
of white businesses in the Port Elizabeth
area has been called off until April, while
a black boycott of white businesses in
Pretoria was to begin Monday.

The boycott in Port Elizabeth, in the’
Eastern Cape, was called off after orga-:
nizers were released from detention, po-
lice and military troops withdrew from
black townships in the area and local
businessmen agreed to press for reform.

The Pretoria boycott was called after
at least 13 people died in clashes with
police last week in the neighboring black!
township of Mamelodi, where residents.
were protesting the presence of secunty
personnel in the township. i

_More than 900 people have died in
black protest in the last 22 months.

Last month, a delegation of disgrun




By David Brejer

PRESIDENT p w
Botha and Chijef Gatsha
Buthelezi met for the
first time in four years
this week. But while their
personal relations appear
to be less hostile, thejr
- political views are still
poles apart,

They met privately in
Stellenbosch for the first
time since their last acri-
monious meeting in 1980
when My Botha, then
Prime Minister, was re-
ported to have pointed
his finger at Chief Buthe-
lezi. ;

Chief Buthelezi, Chijef
Minister of KwaZulu,
has since boycotted
meetings between home-
land leaders and Mr
Botha. He has said that
he would not “break
bread” with Mr Botha
until they settled their
differences.

The Chief Minister
Was unavailable for com-

M Botha

ment, but a spokesman
said Chief Buthelezi indj-
cated at the meeting that
he would continue to
have nothing to do with
anything that fell within
the ““four corners of
apartheid”, =

This meant he would
refuse to participate in
the Cabinet committee,
which is considering
black constitutional de-
velopment, It would also
mean that Inkatha, the
movement headed by
Chief Buthelezi, would
ot participate in local
government elections,

““The two leaders

E§ holoz

agreed to differ on im-
Portant issues,”” the
spokesman said,

The greatest single gap
between Chief Buthelezi
and the government is the
fact that Chief Buthelezi
still refuses to accept in-
dependence for KwaZulu
as he believes the home-
land is an integral part of
South Africa. R

KwaZulu authorities
are believed to be suspi-
cious that Pretoria may
resume its bid to hand
Ingwavuma to Swaziland,

Mr Botha has said the
discussions were “open-
hearted”,




Daily News

Reporters
THE 500 000-strong
trades union federa-
tion, of South
African Unions,
will call on its mem-
bers to burn their
passes unless the Gov-
ernment scra
laws within six

It also called on Brit- °
ain and the United States
to disinvest in South
Africa.

Cosatu was launched
in Durban at the week-

endbﬂngingtogetherzo

Ihe newly-elected

ré’sldent Mr Elijah
i, issued the six-
imatum at a

rally a by about

8 000 people at ‘Kings
Park 8

y.

“Cosatu is giving P.W.
Botha six months to get
rid of the pass laws.

“If this not take

place we are going to
i

passes.

Black people would
choose where they want-
ed to stay and work and

AT

Pass books: s, &
unions give

PW 6 months

would defy laws that
prevented them from
this.

Oosatu,'hesald, was in -

favour of disinvestment.

He attacked homeland
leaders whom he said
had been wasting money
to fly all around the
world to fight vest-
ment while they dn’t
even pay peuples‘ pen-
sions.

Intervie'wed after. g

wards, he said disinmt-

~ment would work to-

wards the dismantling of
apartheid provided it
was fully applied and
pressure was brought to
bear on South Africa by
the United States and

“They are favouring

South Africa and claim
that it is the black man
who is going to suffer,
but if it is properly a
plied everyone would
suffer and that would
cause the Government to
change.
“It is bema :rhe
all suffer rath-
er than just a portion of
the community — let us
rather all suffer.”

... Cosatu, he s2id, would
force the Government to

dismantle apartheid by
taking action along the
lines of the mass
stayaway in November

last year.

Ourmeuageistlnt
we are no longer
to be passive. We have
been passive for a num-
ber of years. We must'
nowmb;seentobe
and tocialy. Thare
lon&er going to be any
difference between the
black person on the shop-
floor and the black per-
son in his political life.”
He Cosatu would

‘Part

immedhtelﬂl:lngolthe

from the townships.
“ 3
exlled South Afrlcan

Congress of Trades
Unions, Mr Dia-

mini, was read out at the

launch.
Cosatu also received

‘messages of support
British Lngour

from the
' the International

definitely fight the battle

Cosatu as the organlsa

rael, Australia, Japan,
Norway, Cana-
da and Zimbabwe.

- Confederation of Free







