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EDI TORI AL

As he spends his Ibth ymuy and his 60th

bi rt hday on barren, inhospitable Robben

I sl and, the oppressed people of South
Africa, and indeed, people the world over,
send Nel son Mandel a their warm greetings.
Tri bute has been paid to Nelson in the

hi ghest corridors of power - the United
Nati ons, the OrganisaLion of African Unity,
the Suprene Soviet of the USSR, the Wite
House, the British and other Western Parliah
ments, many ot her governments and practi -
cally every African State. Many Heads of
State have sent personal birthday cards to
im Nelson is indeed a Leader of world
stature and his organi sation, the African
Nati onal Congress, is universally

recogni sed as the legitimte representative.
organ of the people.

Even the raci st press has had to admt

to the overwhel mi ng wave of warm feeling
for Nel son. Thousands of local and foreign
| etters and postcards were piling up in
Post O fices everywhere. And throughout
the length and breadth of South Africa the
Bl ack masses - Africans, |ndians and

Col oureds - paid their tribute in song, -
slogan or a silent resolve to free Nel son
and ot hers | anguishing in racist prisons.
Among the principles Nelson holds are
opposition to racism sectariani smand
elitism At his trial in 1962 he said:

" | amnot a racialist and do not

support racialismof any kind, because to
me racialismis a barbaric thLJg whether it
cones froma black man or a white man".

As we congratul ate Nel son, Jana Shakti
sadly pays tribute to another great |eader
of the South African people - Mses Kot ane,
who died on May 19. He was profoundly

dedi cated to the Bl ack masses and gave 50
years of |loyal service to the ANC, in

whi ch he was on the NEC, and to the
Cunmuni st Party, in which he waw t he
Secretary General. Jana Shakti dips its
rcxhol utionary banner to this outstandi ng
Jon of Africa.
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Wth the continued inplenentation of the
Group Areas Act our people nmust continue
to oppose its draconi an neasures. It is
only by mlitant action that victory wll
be won. There is a need for greater

vi gi | ance agai nst the stooges in the South
African Indian Council and in sport. Their
attenpts to divide us will not succeed, as
can be witneSJed by the rejection of
Varachi a’ s opportuni sm and deceit. The
International Cricket Council has refused
to re-admit white South Africa into the
worl d cricket arena

Qur fight against the Goup Areas Act

and racialist sport nust be seen as

part of the overall struggle against

white supremacy. People in all wal ks

of life - workers, students, traders -
must UNI TE I N ACTI ON AND FORGE

GREATER LI NKS VI TH THE REST OF THE

BLACK MASSES

"I Am Prepared

To Die"

“1 will still be nmoved by ny dislike of
the race discrimnation agai nst ny people
when | come out from serving ny sentence
to take up again; as best | can, the
struggle for the renoval of those injustices
until they are finally abolished once

and for all! "

Thi s defiaut chall enge by Mandela | o the
white racist court epitom ses his
mlitancy and courage, and i ndeed of al
Sout h African revol utionaries.

This, the 16th year of Mandela’s inprison-
ment, marks his 60th birthday. On this
occasion mllions of people in South
African prisons, in our ghettoes and in
many countries of the world paid tribute
to a man who has becone a |iving synbol

of our struggle for a non-racia

denocratic society.

He is a brilliant thinker. wi’ur 4nd

| awyer, but above all he is an outstanding
revol utionary. Like many, he has a hatred
for racism but the eneny fear and hate him
because he combined this hatred with a
deep theoretical understanding of the link
bet ween raci sm and economi ¢ expl oitation.
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Fxghting was his el ement and he fought with

a passion, tenacity and total commtnent

that fewcan rival. Hs political anolvenent
started at the age of Ed when he was a student
at Fort Hare. Since then he experienced
constant police intimdation, arrests and de-
tention. He was first banned in 1952, but un-
daunted he defied the restrictions placed upon
hi m and continued to organise and nobilise
our people for the strategi c objective of
Power to the Peuple.

Mandela’s life reflects sone of the nost
stirring and brilliant chapters of our struggle.
Since he Joined the ANC in 19hh, he played a

| eading role in many of the nmjor canpai gns
and policy decis;ons of the Congress Myvenent.
In the early Mo’s wilth other militants |ike
Tanmbo, Sisulu, Lenmhede he was instrumenta

in formulating the Programe of Action. This
significantly in?;uenced the rejection of old
net hods of verbal protest and petitions, and
with them helped to transformthe ANC into a
mlitant organi sation with deep roots anong
the masses.

He fought tirelessly to forge a UNITY IN
ACTION of all the oppressed sections of

our people. H's deeply-felt conviction

that African, Indian, Coloured and Wite
revol uti onari es must be organi sed and united
in a common struggle was given concrete
oxpreseion in the various canpai gns of the
novenent .

On June 25 1952 the ANC and the SA Indian
Congress | aunched the historic DEFI ANCE
CAMPAI GN. Over 8,500 volunteers, with

Mandel a as vol untecr-in-chief, defied apart-
heid | aws and were 1lnprisonej. He coment ed:
"Action has becone the | anguage or the day;
the ties between the working peoyle and the
Congrese have been greatly strengthened."
Congress had enbarked on the road of mass
mlitant actions and the |eading role of the
Bl ack Woxking C ass was estabil shed. The
Congress Movenent, under the |eadership of
Mandel a, Sisulu, Kotane, Marks, Tanmbo, Meki
Dadoo, Nai cker and Kathrada grew from strength
to strength.

On June 26 1955, after intensive organi sation
and preparations, over 3,500 del egates from
every part of South Africa nmet at the historic
Congress of the People. The adoption of the
Freedom Charter, enshrzning the aspirations

of our people and settlng our objectives for
a future non-racial South Africa free of
exploitation, was a testinony to Mandel a’ s
life-long struggle.

He commrented:"....for the first time in the

hi story of our country the denocratic forces,
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i rrespective of race, ideological conviction
party affiliation or religous belief have
renounced and di scarded racialismin al

its ramfications, clearly defined their

ains and objectives. and united in a conmmon

programre of action....The rise of the
Congress Mvement and the powerful inpact
it exerts on the political scene...is due

precisely to the fact that it has consis-
tently followed and acted on a vital policy
of denmpcratic unity. If this United Front

i s strengthened and devel oped, the Freedom
Charter will becone transforned into a
dynam c and living instrunent, and we shal
vanqui sh all opposition and win the South
Africa of our dreams in our lifetime! "
This, then, is what the ANC and its allies
are fighting for, and today, nore than at
any other tine in our history, it has be-
cone increasingly urgent for all sections
of the oppressed - Africans, |Indians and
Col oureds - to consolidate and devel op our
unity in action. Indian workers, students,
prof essional s and traders nust strengthen
our historically determ ned fighting |inks
wi th our oppressed African and Col oured
brothers and sisters.

The governnent’s response was to charge
Mandel a and 155 ot her Congress | eaders

of all national groups with H gh Treason.
At the end of the trial, lasting al npst

h years, all the accused were discharged.
However, many were banned, house-arrested
or bani shed and could no | onger continue
to be active in the "legal way".

The battle |lines were being drawn. Al
opposi tion was being ruthlessly suppressed.
In 19b0 after the Sharpeville massacre,
the ANC was banned. Rather than submt,
the ANC continued the struggle from under-
ground. Once again Mandel a’ s | eadership
and gui dance proved inval uabl e.

In March 1961 Mandel a pl ayed a | eadi ng
role in the Mariztburg All-African Confere
ence, called to reject the regine’'s plan
to set up an all-white republic wthout
the mandate of the majority of the people.
The Conference denminded a national con-
vention to plan for a future South Afri ca,
failing which a 3-day General Etrike was
to be called from31lst May 19bl

Mandel a, who was el ected secretary of the
Action Council, went underground. A
warrant was issued for his arrest. Re-
fusing to give himself up. he stated "I
have chosen this course which is nore
difficult and which entails nore risk and
hardshi p....0Only through hardship
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sacrifice and mlitant action can freedom
be won. The struggle is my life. | wll
continue to fight for freedomtill the
end of ny days."

The country was placed on a war footing
to smash the strike. Neverthel ess, Bl ack
wor kers throughout the country responded
to the call for a 3-day stay-at-hone.
However, the intransi gence of the racist
regi me demanded a change in tactics. In
Novermber 1961 mmmmo HE S| ZVE (M),

the armed wing of the |iberation struggle,
was formed and Mandel a becane Conmander -

i n-Chief. On Decenber 16 1961 MK carried
out sabotage acts in all major cities.

In 1962 Mandel a travell ed overseas to
arrange mlitary and other facilities.

On conpl eting his mssion and havi ng
received mlitary training he returned

to South Africa to continue the struggle.
Wor ki ng under ground, he travell ed through-
out the country organi sing and nobili sing
units of MK

One of the biggest manhunts was | aunched
to capture himand a deadly bl ow was
struck when he was arrested while on a

m ssion to Durban. He had worked under-
ground for alnobst 17 nonths, a renarkable
testinony to his resilience, courage,
total commitnent and sacrifice, and to
our noverent’'s high | evel of organisation
He was sentenced to 5 years inprisonnent.
Wil e serving this sentence9 the libera-
tion struggle experienced one of its
great est setbacks when our underground

| eadership was arrested in R vonia.

Once agai n Mandel a was brought to tria
and in June 196h he and the other Rivonia
trialists - Sisulu, Mcki, Kathrada,

Mot soal edi, M angeni, Ml aba and Col dberg-
were sentenced to life inprisonment.

The years that foll owed were years of
regroupi ng and re-organisation. Today

we view the future with realistic

optim sm because the bal ance of forces
have been irreversibly transforned in
favour of our struggle. Angola and
Mozanbi que are independent and creating
new soci eties free of discrimnation and
expl oitation. The Patriotic Front and
Swapo are nmaking further advances and wil |
the free sooner than later.

The fighting alliance between FRELI MO
MPLA, SWAPQO, the PATR OTl C FRONT and the
ANC, devel oped over years of sacrifice

and hardship, is being consolidated and
we are assured of their internationali st
support. We are also assured of the
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support of the socialist and non-aligned
countries, and denocratic forces in_the

i nperialist countries.

ALtenpts to divide us fromour natura
allies will not succeed. As Mandel a
stated " The people of Asia and Africa
have seen through the sl anderous camnpai gns
conducted by the USA agai nst the sociali st
countries. They know that their independence
is threatened not by any of the countries
in the socialist canp but by the USA. The
conmuni st bogey is an Anerican stunt to

di stract the attention of the peeple of
Africa fromthe real issues facing them
nanely Anmerican inmperialism"

In South Africa the new situation is re-
flected bv the growing confrontation

bet ween t he oppressed people and tne
regime. All the indicafiuns are that tte
i beration movenent, led by the ANC, is
not only able to withstand the vneny's
attacks but is showi ng an increasing
capacity to hit back. Never before has
the apartheid regi ne been faced with

such a crisis.

At the Rivonia Trial Mndel a decl ared
"During nmy lifetine | have dedi cated
nyself to the struggle of the African
peopl e. | have fought against white
domination and | have fought agai nst

bl ack donmi nation. 1 have cherished the

i deal of a denocratic and free society.

It is an ideal which I hope to live far
and to achieve. But if needs be, it is

an ideal for which | amprepared to die."
I nspired by this,and in saluting Mandel a
on his 00th Birthday, we call upon the

I ndian people to rally to the call of

the Li beration Muwvenent, |ed by the ANC,
and to intensify our activities at al

| evel s.

Unity In Struggle

In January this year a new Alliance

bet ween t he | nkat ha Movenent of Chief
But hel ezi, the Col oured Labour Party |ed
by Sonny Leon, and the Indian Reform Party
led by Y S Chinsany, was announced.

The purpose of the Alliance, according to
Chi ef Buthelezi, was to prepare the ground
for the calling of a nulti-racial nationa
convention which would in turn "map out a
noneraci al conmunity and a new constitution
for South Africa?
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Conf erence-March 1 61

The M

Thd.c | for such a convention has been a

| ong- andi ng demand of the people. It was
the main i SSue of the 1961 Maritzburg All -
African Peopl es’ Conference, convened by
Mandel a and with the full backing of the
Congress Alliance | ed by the ANC. That
Conference. coming as it did a year after
the Sharpoville nassacre, demanded a

Nati onal Convention of el ected representa-
tives of all adult South Africans, wthout
regard to race, colour or creed, to draw
up a Constitution for a non-raclal and
denocratic South Africa. That Conference
urged all Col oureds, Indians and denocratic
whites to strengthen their solidarity

wLh the African people, to resist and
oppose the all-white republic which was to
be procl ained on the 3l st May, or any
form of government " which rests on force
to perpetuate the tyranny of a mnority".

t warned the Verwoerd regi me that unless
the Convention was convened by My 31
organi sed mass resistance would intensify,
commencing with a General National Strike
on that day. The regine rejected the cal
and pl aced South Africa on a war footing
to smash the strike and the Congress

Al liance. In the face of massive repression
the strike succeeded with countryw de
support fromall sections of the oppressed
peopl e.

The 1961 call was the last bid by the

nati onal |iberation nmovenment for a peacefu
solution to the problens of our country.
It’s rejection by the white supremaci st
state and vi ol ence unl eashed by it led to
t he abandonnment of non-viol ence as the sole
neans of struggle by the liberation nove-
nment. Henceforth all neans - |legal, sem-
legal and illegal, including arned revol u-
tionary struggle - were to be used to
crush white unhination

On Decenber 16, 1961 UMKHONTO WE S| ZViE,
the arned wi ngof the |iberation novenent

| ed by the ANC, |aunched the armed struggle
through a series of sabotage actions

t hroughout the country.

VWi ch wax forward today?

Whet then are the chances today for a new
Convention to map out a non-racial comun-
ity and a new Constitution? For this to
succeed the nature of white supremacy rule
must have been so transforned that Vorater
will be prepared to dismantle the apartheid
systemand with it the profits, power and
pri Vil eges which accrue to the white mn-
ority racists.
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Even according to sone | eaders 0&3 new

Al liance, this call fox such a Co tiom

i ke nunmerous others, is likely to be
rejected out of hand by the Vorster regine.
Nor do the oppressed and expl oited bl ack
maj ority harbour any such ill usions.

I f anything, the Soweto nassacre and the
escal ating violence by the racist-fascl st
state to crush the countryw de mass nove-
ment of resistance, defiance and confronta-
tion which foll owed the massacre, has
denonstrated to the people thensel ves that
there is only one way out of the poverty,
want and bl oodshed of white dom nation -
the revolutionary way out ' And increasingly
students, youth and workers from anong

the African, Col oured and |ndian oppressed?
joined by a growi ng number of revol ution-
ary whites, are turning to the ANC for

| eadershi p, organisation and training to
smash white mnority rule.

And anyone anongst us who fosters the

i deas of non-viclent change serves only the
interests of the oppressor and disarns the
peopl e. Any such illusions are decidedly
counter-revol utionary.

The Political Basis of our Unity.

The U undi neeting where the Alliance was
created reaffirned a nunber of key ideals
which lie at the centre of our liberation
drive. Chief Buthol ezi enphasised that
South Africa was one country to be shared
by all South Africans, no natter what their
cultural affiliations. For Sonny Leon the
mai n purpose of the neeting was to.bring
about a consolidation of all South Africans,
irrespective of colour, to live as a free
people in a free country.

These are the ideals for which generations
of our people have struggled and given their
lives. They remain the cornerstone of ANC
policy. The Freedom Charter, adopted by

all denocratic and non-raci st peoples in
our country - African, Coloured, Indian

and White - states quite sinply and sharply
that:" South Africa belongs to all who live
init, black and white, And that no
government can justly claimauthority
unless it is based on the will of the
peopl e.

Only a denocratic state, based on the

will of all the people, can secure to

all their birthright wthout distinction

of colour. race, sex or belief. "



| e9
And the Chartex points a clear nay to
achl hve the ideal of a denocratic and non-
racial uth Afr;ca:
nd therefore we, the people of

uth Africa, . . .pledge ourselves to
rive together, sparing neither
strength nor courage, until the
denocrati c changes set out here
have been won."
The enphasis in the Charter and of the
Li berati on Movenment is on UNITY and
STRUGGLE. Unity of Purpose and Unity in
Action by all anti-racist and denocratic
peopl es for the overthrow of white dom n-
ation and the creation of a non-racia
and denpcratic country continues today to
be the key to the policy, strategy and
tactics of the ANC, the head of the
Li beration Alliance. For our freedom
struggl e therefore, the question of
unity nust have a political content from
which flows the question of organisationa
forns, |eadership, strategy and tactics.
Unitx for Freedom
At a time when the Vorster regine is inten-
sifying its Divide and Rule policy by
granti ng bogus independence to Bantustans;
when it is attenpting to inpose the fraud-
ulent 3-tier 'Parlianentary’ systemin the
face of our peoplos’ rejection so as to
di vi de Col oured and Indians fromthe
African people; when it is creating a
bl ack col | aborati oni st el enent anong al
sections of the black people, the need to
strengt hen and broaden our Unity for Action
to free ourselves 15 fundamental .
For the Indian people, no |l ess than for
our African and Col oureu conpatriots, there
is no solution short of the armed sei zure
of state power. There are no separate
| reedons for any section; no question of
neutrality. All possibilities for mass
| enal struggle nust be explored and pur-
sued to organi se and nobilise against the
Baut ust ans, the Indian Council, Bantu
Educati on, Group Area renovals and for
basi ¢ demands such as free, full trade
union rights for black workers. The
crucial issue is ACTIONl STRUGGLE:
In the words of O R Tambo, President of
the ANC " Now |l et us tal k of FREEDOM
Everywhere in the uvrld today the oppressed
and expl oited masw of peaple are up in arns.
They are fighting against the forces of
i mperialismand colonialism They are
maki ng great sacrifices to redeemtheir
human diglity and fundanental |iberties
fromthe shackl es of bondage. They are
revol ti ng agai nst oppressi on, against
aggr essi on; agai nst the usurption of
their land; agai nst human degradati on.
They stand for peace and justice.
They yearn for the birth of the new
order. And to uphold their convictions
they are prepared to die."



REJEFT ALL DUMW | NSTI TUTI ONS AND
STOOGEE!I
" CAMPA rm FOR THE RELEASE OF MANDELA
AND ALL OTHER PCLI TI CAL PRI SONERS
AND DETAI NEES!
FI GHT FOR NON- RACI AL TRADE UNI ONS!
" BU LD UNBREAKABLE LI NKS W TH OUR
AFRI CAN AND COLOURED CONRADES- | N- ARVS
MAKE OUR GHETTCES, WORK PLACES, SCHOOLS
AND UNI VERSI TI ES AREAS OF STRUGGLE AND
CONFRONTATI ON!
RALLY ROUND THE BANNER OF THE ANC
AND JO N THE UNDERGROUND MOVEMENT!
SAY A RESOUNDI NG 32 TO THE FRAUD-
ULENT THREE- TI ER CONSTI TUTI ONAL PLAN!
FI GHT VARACHI A AND OTHER STOOGES | N
SPORT!
LI STEN TO THE
VO CE OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS
AND
UMKHONTO VE SI ZWE
RADI O TANZANI A- - Exl crnal Service (Dar cs Sal aam
nn K3435 KM 19 ntlrr hand (In shortwave
un EMHO KM 31 :anc band on shnnwavc
Vh' 1f? (mlhc alr rvrnj day of the wk
2! the foll owi ng nun
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| ucsdavx | hum avs and Sal unhw u h M Jm MR nnr
Sundays u 8 45 p In SA unr
LU AN DA RADI O
40 and 50 nei n- bands on thonwaw
27 6 nrer band un mMmhum wavr
) 30 p :7: BAu m
LUSAKA RADI O
"H nul 49 ntm hunk on snurtwdvr
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