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S Africans have lost 

ORD].NARYSnuthAfiu 
cans had lost faith in 
President F'W de Klerk. 
and confidence in the 
emergent uenonatxon 

the     
Cnu.rchs cha!ged yester- B i 

“These exposures have 
created a serjous moral 
crisis in the comnmy”, 
SACC general secretary 

" the Rev Frapk Chikane 
- said in a deraled review 

of pofitical developments 
since Tune 22 — when 

. fanding scandal hadledgo .} 

church leaders lfi\mched 
their National Peace ln- 
itiative. 
The gavcmmenl slush 

  

ally threarened”. 

“It has caused ordinary 
Sonth Africans -to. loose 
faith and trust in Mr De 
Klerk. Those of us who 
calleg him 2 man of integ- . 
rity bad to swallow our 
words™, Mr Chikane szid: 

This had resulted in a 

  

faith in FW — SACC 
“strident” demand for a.n 
interfim "government *‘or 
some other form of trsn- 
sitional adminisrauc-n". 

Mr Chikane concluded 
it was mot yet the time to 
lift' remnaining sanctions, 
and mmged the internat- 
ional community to main- 
tain them undl change in 
South Africa. was “irre- 
versible and profound’.   
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in the cold 

By Dominic Evans 

THE DEFEAT of the Soviet 

hardliners leaves the world’s 

remaining Communist pow- 

ers more isolated than ever. 

Countries dependent on 
Soviet support to prop up 
shaky economies will take no 

comfort from Mr Boris Yelt- 

sin’s warning that Russia, 

which faces its own economic 

crisis, cannot afford to con- 
tinue its largess to former cli- 
ent states. - 

Others, accustomed in the 

past to the comfort of a pow- 

erful ideological sympathiser 

in the Soviet Union, will have 

to struggle to resist renewed 

calls for change. 
Many one-party African 

states, some of which claim 

Marxist credentials, have 

been forced towards change 

since the eastern European 

revolutions began two years 
ago. 

Ghana and Burkina Faso, 

for example, whose regimes 
until recently paid lip service 
to Marxism, are both moving 

towards greater pluralism. 
The main Communist states 

now under pressure are: 
@ Afghanistan: Since Soviet 

troops withdrew in 1989, the 

Kabul government has con- 

tinued to receive oil, wheat, 

military and financial aid 

worth millions of pounds 
from Moscow. 

Despite Soviet support, 
President Najibullah’s forces 

control only a_handful of 

cities, including Kabul, while 

Muslim Mujahideen rebels 

control much of the 
countryside. 

Iran, which with Pakistan 

hosts five million Afghan 

refugees, has expressed hope 
that the defeat of the Moscow 
coup may aid moves to estab- 
lish an Islamic and non- 

aligned government in Kabul. 

@ Cambodla: The agreement 

Ruling Party: 
|| Communist 

Party of Cuba 

  
between the Phnom Penh model is unlikely. The Chi- before President Gorbachey. 

governmen 
Cambodian 
on big troop cuts has led all cow’s, is another factor keep- alty to South Korea. 

parties to the verge of ending ing revolution at bay. 

the 12+year civil war. 
G bremment. has vet to be improved greatly in the past from North Korea's ageing 

reached o 
future elections, but an a wide range of goods. Fur- son. This had been expected 

interim 
Supreme National Council, is may follow, if only to stem, @ Vietnam: Since 1986, Hanoi 

due to take 
under United Nations aus- sure for political reform. economic reforms, allowing 

pices. The 
cil, presided over by Prince notto abandon President Cas-  investment. But the country’s 

Norodom S;i 
tain  a 
Communists. 
UN poll plans may be severe financial difficulties. sponding poli cal reform, has 

undermined by China and The crumbling of the East stifled any economic 

Vietnam, which may seek to European bloc cost Cuba an resurgence. 

impose a “‘red solution””. estimated 90 per cent of its Since the Soviet Union, 

@ China: The world’s last foreign markets, and the Vietnam's main ally, with- 

totalitarian giant is not about recent reduction of Soviet drew most of its aid and pref- 

to fall apart, despite the shock support — estimated at more erential trade terms last year, 

China’s le: 
felt at the 
in Moscow. 

Dicsidents may take heart  Dr Castro, a long-standing China will now become 

and increase their calls for opponent of perestroika, increasingly important, not 

democracy, but the Chinese banned reports on recent least in the attempt to resolve 

military, unlike its Soviet Soviet reforms. But with the issue of Cambodia. 

counterpart, showed few Cuba barely 100 miles from In 1979, Vietnam invaded 

qualms when called upon to the US mainland, state con- Cambodia and ousted the Chi- 

put down popular demonstra- trol of the media cannot pre- nese-backed Khmer Rouge 

tions in 1989 with ruthless vent news of a changing world  forces. 

force. 
Despite its size, more than population. appear to be assisting UN 

92 per cent of China’s popula- @ North Korea: Pyongyang is attempts to resolve the Cam- 

tion belongs to the same eth- expected to maintain its strict  bodian civil war. 

nic group, This, and the gov- Stalinist ideology, while seek-  Increased government vigi- 

ernment’s willingness to ing to ease its growing diplo- lance is likely as Vietnam 

impose martial law on restive matic isolation. tries to ensure that the events | 

minorities 
gration of China on the Soviet North Korea’s closest ally, mirroredat home. 

Ruling Party: Hezb 
al-Watan (Homeland 

Ruling Party: 
Korean Workers Party | 

  
Premier: Li Peng 
Populatior 
1,110 milion 
Ruling Party: Chinese 
Communist Party | 

  

t and the three nese economy, which is in shifted the financially- 

guerrilla factions much better shape than Mos- . pressed Sovi nion’s 10; 

a The Soviet turmoil may 

Standards of living have delay the transfer of power 

n a system for 10 years and shops are full of leader, Kim 1l-sung, to his 

  

authority, the ther economic liberalisation next year. 

2 ver in November rather than encourage, pres- has attempted wide-ranging 

12-member coun- @ Cuba: Havana has pledged private enterprise and foreign 

ihanouk, will con- tro’s austere version of Marx- economic and diplomatic iso- 

majority of ism-Leninism. lation, due in part to a reso- 

But the country faces lute refusal to institute corre-   
aders must have than £1'5 billion last year — Vietnam's attempts to 

reformers’ victory has led to shortages of food, improve ties with China have |/ 

fuel and spare parts. intensified. Relations with 

filtering through to a restive Now the two countries 

  

    
means any disinte- For decades, Moscow was in the Soviet Union are not || 

  

  

Counter-coup | Afghanleader
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Mano-ih- 
momentum 

Frederik van Zyl Slabbert is a politician 

w1thout a pa.rty but as Justin Cartwrlght 

    

Cometh the hour, mmelh 
the man: Frederik ' 

  

  

reports , this - may qualify him perfectly 

as [eader of post-apartheid South Africa 
  

1 South Africa, any number of 
I coads seem to lead t» Dr 

Frederik van Zyl Slabbert. The 

morv tense the situation, the more 
apparent it becormes that Slaboert is 
crucial to a peaceful outcome. Last 

month he was made chairman of the 
Metropolitan Chamber, a quango 
set up by the government to look at 

non-racial and democratic ways of 
integrating and improving the 

administration of the black and 
white cities which orbit ureasity 
around Johannesburg. This is the 
first of what will be many interim | 

arrangements for the practical 

  

van Zy] Slabbert 

minister, remarked, de ri- " 
gueur in business circles and 5 
on the cocktail party circuit = 
10 have been to Lusaka o = 
meet the ANC. In February 4 
1990 Nelson Mandela was e 
released. It is not fanciful 1o o 
suggest that without Slab- = 
berts initiatives, Mandela 

SRR would still be in jail. 
Slabbert points out that it 

the process which lies ahead | 
the South African govern- 

e A L g ment is both player and 
referee, while the ANC is 

ML SR ST SRR A struggling to transform itself 

into zn effective political L 
upbringing was based on lies and party. The government has | = 
falsehoods led eventually 1o his mejected an interim admin- & 
gaining a seat in South Africa’s istraticn, but Slabbert be- ® 
pasliament as a Progressive party licves  that inteiim bl 
member. By 1981 he was leader of “structares” will assume that | & 
the party, which soon became the role in all but name. The 5 
official opposition. Across the floor Metropolitan Chamber is the ki 
he faced P.W. Botaa. first such structure. 

There is a Mount Rushmore Soouer or later a multi- 
quality about Slabbert. You get the party conference must take 
fecling that he is motivated by an place where all interested 
almost monumental sense of jus- parties can stake a claim. 
tice. He is not —and this is why he is There are elements both in = 
universally respected — in the thrall the ANC and in the kaow- z 
of any faction in the preseat nothing tendency of the Afri- 4 
struggle. Even as leader of a political kaner right which can see no = 
party it became clear that party point in talks. But there will e charges in South Africa, ard the 

first step on the road 10 a lransi- 
tional government. 

i Not long ago a poll ir The 
Soweian newspaper rated him the 
third best choice — afer Nelson 
Mandela and Archbishop Desmond 
Tute ~ for president of South 
Africa. He has the ear of FW. de 
Kletk, the state president, of lzaders 

! oftke African National Congress, of 

N 
  
advantage was never his first in- 
terest. By 1986 he had decided that 

parliament was a sham. The real 
struggle was taking place outside 
parliament, between the ANC and 

the security estatlishment, a con- 
flict which still rumbles on. 

He could ao longer stay in 

parliament and, as he sees it, be lied 

be talks and there will be 

further joint initiatives; it 

would be a great surprise if 
Slabbert was not asked to be 
chairman of any such con- 

ference. He would accept, but 
on the condition that the 
goverument and the other i 

l participants are serious about A 
to. He resigned, causing great the agenda which, to his 

N/ 1 v 
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} the Conservative party —the maia [ bitterness am:mg ‘nis colleaguss in 

opposition ia pariamen 1o the 

! ruling National party - of Chief 

i Buthelezi, of busnesinen and 

academics, of foreign amsassadors 

and African premigrs. Some ase 

saying that Slabberis idzily placed 

to start a new, mon-rcal party, 

drawing in al. thos:whaare keener 
on social democracy thanideology; 

all those who do nx wishto march 

forward inlo an acresngy un- 

certain future unier moreasingy 

! tattered banpers. 
How didithappa? How d:¢ a 15 

stone, rugby-playing, affikaans- 
speaking, former weoby studeat 

from Pictersburg in he very 
conservative nortbern Transvaal, 

come, at the age of 5, to this 

position of influace ;¢ — al- 

though he would deay it - power? 

As with many white Scuth Af- 

ricans, but few of iem afrikaners, 
1960 was the yer thescaes fell 

from his eyes. H: was it Stellen- 

  
  

in the divirity saool vhere five 
; former prime ministers pent their 

formative years, vien bt »as sent 

‘ desolate black twnsip dutside 
Cape Town. Until henle had been 
unaware hat th: lives of black 
South Africans in tht townships 

He was frognarchd cu of Langa 

by the polics. but he bai seen and 
heard enough to wnvine him that 

! the Afrikaner pople were being 
deceived. A syskm of brutal re- 
pression was beng prsented 10 

them as a necssan system of 
“separate development™ 

The realisatior that lis peope’s 

& THE TIMES SATURDAYRZVIEW AUGUST 31 195§ 

| black Izaders. He also saw thit, as 

bosch university, sudyirg ‘teology 

on mission woit  to lasga, a ! 

were anything other tha arcadian. |   

F 

the Progressive party, izcluding the 

redoubtable Helea Suzman. She 

accused him o desertion. For many 
years she had fought a lone lixeral 
battle in parlament; now, as she 

saw it, Slabbert had thrown :t all 
away, causiag 1 crisis in the party 
she hac so herically kept alive in 
the darkest days. But the issue went 
decper, even if the Progressives 
were beirg uwd, they were doing 
excellent work exposing deaits in 
detention, atuses of police and 
ministerial power, and :n providing 
advice, comfort and bope for de- | 
tainees and their familizs. 

But, whether by accidea or 
design, Slabbent had made what has 

proved ta be his shrewdest meve: he 
had established his credibility witt 

an Afiikaner and a former party 

leader, h: would be safe from the 
attentions of “he security foros. 

What Slabbert saw was that the 
ANC anc the South African gzvern- 
ment had reached an impasse 

Neither cosld move forward with- 
out the cther. Worsening economic 
conditions and increasing vores! 

had made the govertment swar: 
that the courtry was sliding .00 3 
state cf siege, at the same time th: 
ANC cculd see that its “amed 

struggle™ was largely symbolic t 
Slatbert felt 1at the two sides 

could ialk onze Botha was outof the 
way. [2 1986, wit Alex Boraire, his 
colleague from the Progressives, 
Slabbert set up “he Iastitute for 2 
Democratc Alternative for South 
Africa{ldasa). It had oo mocey and 

very little support. In the course ofa   casual conversation Stabbert was 

You get the 
feeling that 

he is mativatel 

by an almost 

monunental 

sense of 

Jjustice 

— - 
abie ts raise $25,000 from asngle 
benefictor in aneica. For th est, 
th: money 1 xme largely Tom 
Scandinavia 

[da:a set aboix tying to comince 
beth sides, butmoz particalaly the 
whites, that tte stlemate caid be 
boker. A meetng with ANC 
leades Ali»] Pzo and Thado 
Mbeki, why has become 3 close 
frend, conviree Slabber that 
there was roen for mancuvie. 
Wbekd has sincs payfully desibed 
Shbben as "oy fiture presicat”. 

The moyt crtzaordinary event 

teok place in Jaly, 1987. Ssbbert 
and bis colesgies had, agamst all 
odds, brough: ogether a goup of 
Afrikiner Souta Africans :d a 
gouy of ANC exiles in Dakar, 
Senegal. As i Afrikaners crived 
i the tropizal might, drums were 
Dbaatiog and tic ar was heay with 
asprchension For ten days,at cne 
pointin frant of ¢ hostile adience 

of 2,00 peope, the Afrikanes were 
toth traumzisd and literied by 

Z/S% cf ad/ 

  

s contast with the acmy. Mbek, | mind, 5 the implementation of a 
whose father Govan sas soon 10 be 
nleased from detmica by the 
South African govemmerl swang 
the = dience in favor of scepling 
the Afrikzners. 
“My name is Thatc Mbeki, 1am 

n Afikaner,” he sid oy way of 
introducton. i wnnea vept. 

Brevten Breytenbwh, le poet, 
vho had belped set & vhile thirg 
pfrom Paris, alist thzinothirg. 
wculdever be the san: in e ctased 

verld of the Afsikang Siaboert and 
te have been fiend: :ince Slabbert 
sisited hun in 197, while he was 

ervingseven ard a kf vears in jail 
br terronism axd ausying with 

‘labbent with “de-Tythabogising”™ 
‘he ANC, but roae tx lesszautions 
Slabbert abou: bei a politicizn 
withou! a constitwscy. He also 
Eels tal Slabbert ik raderesi- 
nates the significan of, and hasa 
fistaste ‘or “mass kmocatic ac- 
tion". Whea the chipar down, the 
ANC, Inkatha ani the extreme 

fight-wing Afrikznerarti= (such as 
*he Afikaner Weerunistewegirg, 
or AWB has shown an pet peaple 

on the streets. He fess thatSlabbert 

~ theorist, acadenc and deter- 
nined liseral — maybe ud by all 

sides and pusted asce. 
After Dakar, ther werz howls of 

rotest and calls forprasention for 
.reason back hoaie. ¥ itz sime tme 
it became clear tla many Afri- 

kaners, s Slabbert lac suspested, 

were desperate for : #ay cut of the 
cul-desac. Events coved at greal 
speec. There were stixr meelings 

with the ANC. Somit wes, as Pik   Botha, the Soth Arcar foreign 

the ANC. Breytevach credits | 

  
      

process to create a genuine democ- 

racy in South Africa There are 
pressing problems of heath, un- ! 
employment, education and wealth 

creation whizh any administration 
will have to tackie and any settle- 
ment will have to add-ess. 

Slabbert is perhaps hoping for 
some sart of interim administragion 
of rewsonable and likeminded | 
people. This may well be where his 
mission comes unstuzc. None the 

less, tte process is having the 

unlooked-for effect of introducing 
politics — i3 the classic iense of 
negotizion and discussion — into 
the Scuth African siuation. "he 

ground rulesthemselves are now the 
subjectof the debate, tml the timing 
of the 1andcver. If Arrkaners must 
accept democracy, so must the 

ANC; if South Africa must accept 
democacy, so must black Africa. It | 

is from these beliefs that Slacbert’s 
reputation has grown. 

But there is nothing poripous or 
self-importaot about him. Seeing 
Joe Sovo, of the South African | 
Communist Party, at Frankfurt 

Airpon recently, he said: “Hello, 
Joe, what arc you doing here?™ 

“I'm addressing all lie com- 
munist partes of Europe.” 

“Hell man, that sheuld take about 
five mnutes.™ 

Improbatle as it may now seem, 
the troabled history of South Africa | 

is poirting to Slabbert raher than 

Mandtlz as the first president of 
new South Africa. @ 
Justin Canwright, ¢ novefist and ! 

documentary f.lm-maker, was born 
in South Africa and has fived in 

England sirce 1965. 

  

  

 


