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PROPOSAL FOR A MARCH/RALLY FOR END OF VIOLENCE AMONG AFRICANS
BY

HERBERT W. VILAKAZI

UNIVERSITY OF ZULULAND

(10 October 1992)

Since the very beginning of the terrible violence going on within
the African political community, I have been pleading and
proposing that only the collective determination and action of
the African community, represented by the top African leadership
of political, civici and religious bodies, can begin the
reconciliation necessary, among African people, which shall lead

to the final end of this fractricide.

We must mobilize the COLLECTIVE LEADERSHIP of the African
community, and the CULTURE of the African people, towards ending

this violence.

I am suggesting the staging of an event, around which we should
focus, mobilize, and organize, the attention and emotions and
minds of our people, in a way similar to the manmer in which the
emotions, minds, and attention of our people were focussed,
mobilized, and organized around the release of Dr. Mandela from
prison on that entire day 1in 1990. That focus of the Press and
statements ignited and mobilized the imagination, emotions, and

minds of the entire world around the figure of Nelson Mandela and
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SOeres Sad 4 "’ ..::L\:an’ :4\200\234_':::j = Nome lands 7 What Pt B 8
Tuls! tactical attitude amd "2lationship, =hould iiberation
novamenits have fowards the political structures and leadeirs

and C2cognized by the Hoers in bhese areas?
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rzactionaries? Or showld liberation movements work with, assist,
win over those that still meedsd to bhe won over N Wwork towards

teEople onerating JLERNLD these structures -adjusting Thelr

cime e 4 pee T4 7Y Teys . e [ ey 2+ 4r=1

i L AaCZZorgingly I Nnese were on CWE DREIONS OReRs

Imst people whio Eoock thenselves Loo zeriously as " progressivesa\200\231,

My nosition was that

T the other policy 4\200\22471if we wished to avoid disaster, not Jusi

but moral disasters, ten, fifteen, twenty years hence.

e advice, nased on the study of the =2uxperiences of other
libaration movements around the world, was that we =should avoid
ing these pecple and lpaders &\200\230=nemiesd\200\231 ; that we should



avolid driving these people against the wall { (for obvious reasons:



ful

weonild e sure, sooner or later, to see ourselves and all A«atrican

15 narcning together towards H Zominon

1 ed by "African humanistlc principlas,

= L Lhe Liosraticon

A» and SACF, az wall as to hthe

3 abroad. [ also gave a Copy

when we met in fNew York in L9273

msEmEn

B oA



and waging a liberation struggles =2ven

d4\200\230imomelands.

This, in my view, was a terrible mistake, for which [ was sure we
would pay a terrible price ten, fifteen, and twenty years into
the Tuture, the terrible price we are currently paying. I was

particularly alarmed, as., then, about two-thirds of the African

0



peopla lived in rural ar=as, in i&he erv areas re-defined ov

EBners as homelands. Ahout half of the total African populaticn,

mdav, still lives in the

-yl bure, traditions, mAL

mEonle. f alsg krnew &\200\234that there is hardly & person 10 a lasas;cship
position.s in rural culture, anywhere in the world, who ooss not

Have & following: therefore, that a struggle ageainst such lzadsrs
wonld ne most divisive in hthe African political communibty.

Therefore, e

LMWELEINg iy . O

arnd down the ilengith of the entire country, & line that ran over
d4\200\234he vary oellv-button of our African people. was, oMy opinion,
rlearly & suicidal line for the liberatiorn struggle in the

futura. It was ml=ar to me, then, almost hwentbty Ehat
d4\200\230momelands ., and Fural-based African political lesders. iy 1lo

onstitute a gigantic gk upon which our Liberation

L d it to pleces, weakness, and confusion. lowaon

strongly in the manuscript about the terrible danger of & wr
liberation theory, which would later turn the ENergLes and
amotions of Lmmatura, noliticized African vyouth againsit o
Sfrican people on the other side of the a\200\230rad 1ine&\200\231

Alas! the leadership of the "nrog
Rave not been wise enough to turn

African political leader

ressive

liberatizn
a\200\230homeiands
migantic

rack

movemeant :
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and rural-based

upon which White

a\200\224a\200\224r Y
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SURpreEmacy would orack ttsalf o splinters and deteat,

ztriking to ne. and AN _2xample ot the continuation ot Fhis

o Ehat scome of the sost " oroogressived\200\231 leaders

and tdesclogists of the liberation stiruggle, still -onc2ive of &

a4\200\230malrictic front! of oppresessd peopla in LA, Wihihout

i
n Lecambayr 1799
In the Luthuli. Sobukwe, Biko Memorial Lecture,

warnad and shouted again, Lo mo avail. The last words of iy

" pire bhe tey o the sucosss ot our |
struggle. e Boers created homelands precisely oecausze of

wH. And we fell into the trap." {(Iribute, mApril LF20, p. &1

colitizal leaders, is a very ilmportant meoral lesscon for society:

it ois an event which humanizes politics and radeenms political

The violence in the African colitical community ., in our time,

suns thirough this " red line ' | which was dirawn v=2alms a0 by most

idenlogists and leaders of liberation movements, A &4\200\230red line
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Nas oecome a desp armd widge chasm o cunning through the ]

5 f the Sfrican ToOMMUN Lty n_dz=ep and ~“ide A@©Chasm intn which
znamies of true emancipation of the Sfrican psopls aiso throw
Clammaibls . DETrgl . ang ignited i “alsing huge

a\200\234

LrEs wihkhin which aie consuned ard destiroyed &\200\234he bodies Einke]
movses and oreoperties, and spiritual health, of innocent African
d4\200\234he dezath of avery hostel dweller, of =2very sguatterd\200\224-camp

A« o every htownship dweller, oF svery rural and semi-rural
from this viclence, 2riginates from this &4\200\234red 1lirme&\200\231 which
was drawn ad4goy =50 does the poisoning of the spiritual

- WHO RPHFWHEHD OR WR®
o ot

(=
o+

this viclence, and heal our community. A
ruicial o part of this restoration of oeEace, bDrotherhood, snd

srasbtarhood, within Gthe African community, 15 the erasing or
saEmoval of thiszs &\200\234red 1imed\200\231 drawn vears a2go,. incorrectly, by most

which was zimply supsrimpeosed upon, and followed, the line dirawn

malicigusly by Boers fto aid theilr supremacy over ws. Who, Do

ili
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hy was leading whom?

In an interview, which appeared ! on CCY Television 7:00 p. m.
News, on 2 October 1292, FAC Fresident Makwetu, being =2ntertained
ot

a\200\224

vy the kKing of the Zulus, kiing Goodwill Zwelithini, =zaid that he



4\200\2340 o dmplement 1t a3 soon as possible:
FROFNSAL

i propose a march/ rally of the sntire &7
e and other &

IFF. FAC, ANC,

AZAFO,

and all cther leadership of 311
dship that had been woven

1ld =2ut+tend and Decome

—

[

-

il

rErrltoriss, Bishop Lekganvane of ICC, Bishop Mogoba, Ao all
Zther ZRishops and Arohbishops otF African Churches Srcihbhilisnop
(=4 - L= =) 3 sl a\200\224 a =i

Zr. Chikane, leaders of Traditional MRALErs HMSSOCLlation,

2ven consider inviting prominent

ates, Fresidents
B
ing Mewati, =tc., etc.

Mugabe.

AT - R &\200\224 1.1 skl
AESSOC1IATIONS, WIMEN S

lezaders of meighbouring



Ny=2rare, EALNCA

4\200\224 g k. SSamae 0 > &\204¢
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THE FOCUS OF THIS MARDCHARALLY IS ZNDING VICLENCE WITHIN THE

AFRICAN FOLITICAL COMMUNITY., AND A
n

FIRMATION AND FORMG

-7 EROTHERHOCD, Z2ISTERHOOD., AND HUMAMNIEM, AMONG AFR

2 siminera 1ls ko ignite, focus, nobilize, and tho
2nctions, imaginations, and minds of Srdinary DEgD L E
arind the iszue of peace, brotherhood, and sisterhood, Etals

dominant medium shall be &frican cud ture, and the

This zmphatically does not 2xclude f EOm

ticipating in the march/rally. All W@ ArEe Saying Ls that,
=i TNls 1% & war within the African family., the &fricarn familio
AN ts ho to itself. And since the overwh2lming majority of

-

the african family are culturally nond\200\224-Western, we s=hal

compellad to resort to the A&frican cultural medium.

The dominant languages used should be (1) a Nguni languages, (2 =



Zotho language, and (3) English for the media and non-Africams in

N

the march/rally; but under no ircumstances should English

dominate the proceedings.
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nhourhond,

brotherhood,
requisite

and humanity,
rond\200\224Africans!

African

ppera\200\224o0cl
cnly

sisterhood,

unity,

Africans and Whites,
nond\200\224-Africans,
family

wallking &\200\234hrough

relieved



ongr=a2gation.

and humani ancng Afri

brotherhood,

frican

talking to
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of love, peace, unity, and humanism, within itself. ')
aHALL HAFFEN AT THE CZLIMAX OF THE MARCH/ARALLY?

short speeches, foocussing on brotherbood, sisterbood, and
fumanism among African people. (This emphatically does not

axclude brotherhood, sisterhcod, and humanism with

nond\200\224Aafricans: HOWEYER, FEACE, LNITY. BROTHERHCOD, AND

ZISTERHOCD, AND HUMANISHM, AMONG AFRICANS, IS HE&\200\224

b2

\200\224

H w wd

L}
-4

I8 N3 &S

il

FEACE, UNITY, BROTHERHOOD., SISTERHOOD,

AND HUMANIEM BETWEEN AFRICANS AND WHITES, SFRICANS &dD

,—,a\200\224

DIANS, AFRICANS AND COLQUREDRS. That
i

L3 WNY 2very one



12 2mphasizing that negotiations shall not sucoe

wnless there iz an end to violence: and this violancs

13 vioclence within the African peoiitical community.

IA¥f Africans are divided and ares at war, with which

Frayers, short religious rituals, by ileaders of African
Churches, =2g9., ZCC, =tc.

Rituals for peace &\200\224-Izangoma, izinyanga. =tc. ISIKHALLD.
Cultural items: traditional! dances, songs, etc.

Distingizhed African visitors from neighbouring countri

25



CERACE , hrotherhood, sishterhoosd, and MUmManism AMCN G Sfricans,
whilech we nust have hHefore we can have g

= ntherly and humanistic

LZlations with Whites, Coloureds, and Indians.

WE ANNOUNCE A NATIONAL AGENDA FOR FEACE, BROTHERHOCD, SISTERHOOD,

GND HUMANISHM AMOMG AFRICAN FECFLE IN THE ENTIRE COUNTR
rnce this sational agenda has been

nnouncad, znd Aafrican

aznd imaginations have besn ignitad around this

oMLY THEN CAN WE DUCCESSFULLY IMPLEMENT THIS

LOCAL LEVEL.

it

ble

mediator

this marchs/Xally, and



