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00an ha chosen to
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mention on bringing 1lh. perpetrator: of
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n tom (Slum we cannot
themto dig out the truth.”
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He added that Trust Feed - when
a dogged and tenth: invelt’lgauon t
by Captain Frank Button 1
unearthed police’'t role In violence
- was al nost an exception to the
rule in South Africa.
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Cof nm nee’ conVenes
"o ... oa...
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THE nati onal peace comittee will con-
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"Wt nesses

fear giving

evi dence

Sexwal e

B UNDA Ft ULASHE and

J QUt E GOLDI NG

BO PATONG restdenu had refused to

give statements to the police on the

recent massacre because of "profound

m strust of the police and security

forces". the Gol dstone Conmi ssion

was told yesterday.

In a strongly warded nenmorandum

pt eeented to the comm ssion on the fue

day of the inquiry into the Botpetong

nmassacre, African National Congress

PW/ chai rman Tokyo Sexwel e el se

said it was not "the hand that disem

bowel ted the Itine-rnonth pregnant

worman t hat day" but the forces behind

the attack which shoutd be enphasi sed

nanely the police and the state.

Present at the sitting we: the forner

chiefjubtiu of Indie. P Bhegqwett. | pe-

cietly appointed fot the inquiry. Also in

attendance were a British expert on

policing. Dr Peter Weddingtort and two

nmenbers of the London Metrepolitan

Pol i ce. Commander Tom Lai dl aw and

Det ective Superintendent David Don.

Sexwete strand that it we: not ANC

policy to di ssuade people from submt-

ting statenents to the pottee.

Descri bing the "deep and danger ous

expl osi ve anger anong the residents",

Sexwat e expl ai ned how President FW

de Kieth had been | abelled "the butcher

of Boi petoag" dating hie reeent"ineen-

sittve" visit to the tawnehip. This. he

sai d. was becane De Kl erk had tegat-

_ teed thenyingoftredtttom weapon.
Counsel for the conm ssion Johan

du Tait, snid: '"tBttt we ate not | ook-

ing into that." to which Justice

CGot dst one tnerceded: "But with

respect Du Tait. | understand M

Sexwat e’ e depth of feeling and he

shoul d be attOwed to continue."

Sexwat e said residents wete also crit-

ical of the comm ssionk tnabitity to

ensure that steps were taken on its find-

i ng: and reconmendations carried

t hr ough.

nlrt feet. giving evidence here’ u per-

ceived u the ma giving evidence to

the police." Sexwal e said. beamwit-

neuee were often killed Or disappeared

under mysteriom circunstances.

To date, the police have nmanaged to

obtein note statenents from

kweM dnlrt hostel dwellers - about

400- than fromvictins and or wt-

neeses of the massacre.

Maj or Christa Davidson. attached to

the Unrest and Viol ence: Crine

I nvestigation Unit and involved in the

ptobinn Ot the killings. told the com

m ssion the allegations that the security

forces wete involved end that they

t mponed hostel teetdents to and item



the townshi p were unfonded.

Davi dson sai d the evidence collected
by the potiee unanbi guously pointed to
the residents of the kwaMWadeta hostel u
the perpetrators of the attack;

O her elteyti omhe denied were that
the police had prior know edge of the
attack and that they di spersed residens
wtth teatsnmotte before the nene to
allow the attacker: mto the area.

On the night of the attack. panelling
nmenbets of the Val Cummudo sew |

group of nmen wearing white headbands

- susncted to be ANC nemhels - tn

the vetd edjecent to Boipetong.

It was mMtned that the mwas

carrytng knobktertes Ind othet hadi-
ti onet weapons but they wete hot ques-
ti oned and suddenly vani shed.

Menbers of the South African

Def ence Force and SAP waited at
kweMedat e hostel for | while '10 deter-
m ne what the intention! ofthieyeup of
bl ocks was"

Shots were heard coming frorn the
township but this. main; to Mejor

Pi et ervenWkofttl Vut Conment),

il not | rare occurrence".

Vt.) Inti’
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