
 

  

Soviet new thinking_s_.pells

Trouble for the A
LONDON: 'l'he ANC has begun to talk about negotiations. More accurately.

has begun to talk about why it can‘t contemplate negotiations now.

lhe reason for this talk. the
mtinnttl cweutixe and the
:ttext edition of African ( om-
nunixt would have us beliew.
\ that l’retoriu and yttrium
.\C\let'n l’tm'crs (ANC nation-
llk‘\UCllll\C)()l'll1()\C suffering
mm illusions (African ('om-
nunixt) lune been mixing the
irospeet ol‘a negotiated end to
tml'liel.

l: is not, lltc) uish l()1l\\lll'L‘
:s, heeuttsc the ANC hits llnill-
\ realised llttll its previous talk
»l' "tt'unsl‘er ol~ pmwt'" \xtts

tuxetl on u massiw

\lllllilllon ol' township con-

(“Cli-

liet or an equally erroneous .

ndet'-estimution ol' the
trength ol~ government.

Neither is it. they add. be-
Ltuse the ANC is coming un-
er pressure from its sponsors

the Frontline states and
‘loseow — to get its act

‘ )gctherandrcalisesthatbeing
te world’s oldest liberation

tmetnent is a dubious dis-
nction.

:pt that my hearing was defi-
ent when I thought I heard an

.NC executive member tel

tat the one thing SA
~cgime"had ef ely- ac-
)mplished 0 cut off its

'inssup neor.asheambi-

ously nut it:“Our Ho Chi

linnh linc'.N
ll. I. .,. , -I ...f_ 0.

I'etteh Pretoria.

lmuld go on recounting the
l'ttllings of my auditory system.
But the publication last week
at at study by Harvard Aeai
tlemie Kurt Campbell on
“Southern Africa in Soviet
l‘oreign Policy“ leads me to
xuspect it might not be all that
htttl.

l‘ll\ central observation is
thttt Soviet foreign policy has
switched from a tradionul view
that “wars of national libera-
tionurehistoricallyinexitablc“
to a belief that negotiated set-

tlements for local conflicts are
possible.

The Soviet Union, he says.
wants to assume an
internationally-accepted role
in Third World diplomacy
which is commensurate with
its position as a super-power.

In addition to this fun-
damental change in policy -
also reported recently from

other sources - Campbell says
there has been a change in per~

in the ANC.
Gorbachev has repl ' - all

the party secreta ' olding
foreign portfo ‘ and reshuf-
fled nearl the senior offi-
cials i - foreign ministry.

‘ the last two years? he
adds. “each of tho Frontllm
states hasmama aw Soviet

curl , I .. -uA.

logical lt‘flOlll’. it is no“ domi-
nated by pragmatism “ho sec

“ultimate t'emlution in SA ax

still years a“ a); and have begun

to explore possible political

outcomes in SA which under-

line the need for negotiatiom“.

For the ANC. this means
liming to cope with Sm'iet
analystslike (ileb Starushenko

and Victor Goneharm, ol' the

Moscow Institute for African

Studies, who are contemplat-
ing scenarios which are
“breathtaking. given the or-

thodox analysis ol~ earlier

years“ and a whole new ball

game in its Frontline sponsor

states. in particular Angola

and Mozambique.

The author notes that far

from reducing commitments

to Angola. the Soviet Union

under Gorbachev has stepped

up aid.

He reasons that not only is

Soviet pride at stake, but
perhaps, most importantly

that the almost US$2bn the

Angola has been pa' r from
oil revenues.How r, he adds,

the supply of Angolan
petrodolla - 5 running thin.

Camp 1 goes no further,

and .r nours that Angola is

prepa 0 use ANC bases as
a tam: win a W in flflfléfifl:
tlons over Itta Irma n pm

THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER,

good.

\ltilztiitbiqtte -

poorest nation

kettle of fish.

Campbell concludes that re-

lations between Mozambique

and the Soviet Union 1111‘ now

more unsure than men

lllL‘ “ol'ld's

The British Foreign Office

agrees. and it is not alone in
identifying Mozambique us
presenting a golden opportu-

nity for the West to snatch at

former client state out of the

Soviet ambit.

For the hardliners in the
ANC, this is certainly not good
news.

Joaquim Chissano‘s

ministers are explicitit‘ not yet
in public, about their support

for a free market economy.

And if it could bring respite,
from Renamo attacks, h0\\'

much longer will it be before

they— like their greatest

benefactors, Margaret Thatch—

er’s Britain — start question-

ing the twin pillars of ANC

strategy — armed struggle and

sanctions?

ofits links with theSACP a

  a devastating blow.

ich bring5 us back to

fifififiilil’bli.lfilll%l%§"‘§5
Iwn~ nnnd- anAIn Han 'flc' unal-

ls :tnotlter_
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o Gorbachev.

however. applies not just to the
regime but to the opposition.

Under 'pressure from the
Soviets and the Frontline

forced to consideru - gthe
noose it has pla . around its
neck in exc .vely pursuing
sanctions d armed struggle.

Se -, ely applied as at
re t. sanctions are not go-

fi‘tfii‘i o'l“ tliémll’B’élha
Aanav‘ 0r- nnn'iniklnIn an ‘n

to brin th §o frig s: W iii?

er, Kohl and Takeshita, though

the US might be the exception.
As for armed struggle. the

ANC freely admits, more than

begin to contemplate engaging
the SADF.

lf Che Guevar

ingin hisgr'

   

    

  

ot turn-‘

eSOVietsand

e states are certain\

ning to have second.

”1 lllfian with this, tall: sat
newlh'ttbns. the ANC ié'scrfl
nnc'v hnntnninn 1n rarnnci/‘lur  
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< the Frontline states and

Moscow — to get its act

btogetherandrealisesthat '

the world’s oldest '

movement is a
. .

Given this, lam forced to ac-

cept that my hearing was defi-

cient when I thought I heard an

ANC executive member tell me

that the one thing the SA

“regime"had effectively ac-

complished was to cut off its

urmssupplylineor.asheambi—

tiously put it:“Our Ho Chi

Minnhline’. _

My hearingwas also at fault

no doubt, when a Zambian

IIIinistcr suggested that stupid-

 

  

 

ious dis-

ity was a reason for the ANC’s .

reluctance to ditch the SA

Communist Party.

It was also in question when

he east doubts about its securi-

t_\‘. And when I heard his assess-

ment that it took less than an

hour for an item of informa-

tion imparted to an ANC

member by a Frontline state to

ambassador. '

its position as a super-power.

In addition to this fu -

damental change in
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sonnel which has a direct bear-

ing on the ANC.

Gorbachev has replaced all

the party secretaries holding

foreign portfolios and reshuf-

fled nearly all the senior offi-

cials in the foreign ministry.

“in the last two years? he

adds. “each of the Frontline

states has received a new Soviet

“The Interna-

tional Department of the Cen-

tral Committee. which until

very recently, was responsible

for conducting communica-

tions with revolutionary ele—

ments in the Third World, has

now,apparently been directed

to oversee all Soviet moves on

the international scene”.

Previously staffed at the

senior levels by Third World

specialists noted for their ideo-

Compromise signs emerge

at indirect peace talks betweenAfghanistan and Pakistan.

l’V mediator Diego (‘ordm'eL who shuttles between the two

delegations in the talks whieh resumed yesterday, said both

sides were agreed on the need for a broad-based government

during a Smiet troop withdrawal from Afghanistan.

Nuclear massacre planned
I’I‘ZKING: (‘hinu denied yesterda) that late communist leader

\luo 'l'se-"l'ung sought to lure US lumps into China‘s heartland

:IIIII massacre them with nuclear weapons.

l‘lIe stmII-to-IIe-puhlislIed memoirs of soviet president An-

tlrei (irom) ko charge that Mao tried to enroll Soviet help for

the plan. the New York Times said last week.

I'lIe newspaper \ilid (:mm) kn. Soviet foreign minister from

l957 to l985. said he travelled to Peking in August. I958. to re-

ject the plan. He quoted Man as saying that even if a‘nuelear

mlr wiped out 300 million Chinese. there would slit! in MGM}

MI to heat utl' tmmdvn.

     

Soviet Union has invested in

Angola has been paid for from

oil revenues.However. he adds,

the supply of Angolan

petrodollars is running thin.

Campbell goes no further,

and rumours that Angola is

prepared to use ANC bases as

a bargaining chip in negotia-

tions over Unita remain pre-

cisely that.But there is no

smoke without fire and the

omens for the ANC are not

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

    

      

      

The ANC is aceutely aware

of its links with the SACP and

its somewhat tenuous relation-

ship with-Zimbabwe’s ruling

Zanu-PF, any move into the

“ideological enemy camp“ will

come as a devastating blow.
Which brings us back to

negotiations. Perhaps the most

accurate assessment Thatcher

has made of SA in the last year

is that change will be glacial.

The glacial process.
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however, applies not '

states, the ANC may at last be

forced to consider undoing the

noose it has placed around its

neck in exclusively pursuing

sanctions and armed struggle.

Selectively applied as at

present. sanctions are not go-

ing to bring the’South African

economy to its knees. The

chances of them being wi-

dened are negligible in an in--

dustrialised world led by oppo-

nents of sanctions like Thatch-
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 pioneers
‘ darn   

25 years on, that It cannot even

begin to contemplate engaging

the SADF.

If Che Guevara is not turn~

ing in his grave, the Soviets and

the Frontline states are certain-

ly beginning to have second

thoughts.

Perhaps with this talk ot~

negotiations. the ANC is seri~

ously beginning to reconsider

its strategy. - Mike Robertson

for Business Day.

   

      

  

  


