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ZPC UNI' T DI SCUSSI ON PAPER

THE CONFLICT W THI N THE RULI NG CLASS

The fUndanental driving force in the politics of any exploitative society is
the antagonistic contradiction between the owners of the neans of productientm
and the exploited classes. Wthin the system of apartheid colonialism the
ruling class and its allies find thenselves confronted Wth a Wole array of

cl asses and strata which stand to gain fromthe denocratic revol ution.

Bl ack workers are at the head of the national denocratic revolution - which
is, in content, an anti-nonopoly, antieinperialist struggle.

In relation to these entagonisns, ruling class contradictions are nere quarrels
within one fam ly. Neverthel ess they have a bearing on the devel opnent of

our struggle. The nmovenent in fornulating strategy and tactics, as well as

the strengths and weaknesses of the eneny, has to identify the forces at play
Wthin the ruling class and find wave of deepening their contradictions.

For a revolution to succeed, all the classes nust be "arrayed in such a way
that all the classes that are hostile to us have becone sufficiently entangled,
are sufficiently at |oggerheads with each other, haNe sufficiently weakened
thenselves in a struggle which is beyond their strength..." Conflicts within
the ruling class are inevitable. Their root cause is the very exploitative
system they maintain and the popul ar resistance to which it gives rise.
Contradictions within the ruling class do not, on their own, constitute a
mature crisis of the ruling class. The contradictions should be the result of,
A .

or trigger off, popular revolto That is why revol utionaries should bring

news of such conflicts to the people, explain their causes and urge the masses
into action to defeat the enfeehled ruling classo

Today, apartheid colonialismis experiencing a general crisis. Al the factors
that are directed against it are conferging and thus naking it inpossible for
the systemto extricate itself. Since 1976; the’'rulihg class has experienced
many trenors within, sone of themquite Serious; eg in 1976 when the generals
pl anned a coup in protest against Vorster’s approach to the political crises
within the country and in relation to Southern Africa. Qher conflicts such

as the "Informati on Scandal" and the 1982 split in the Nationalist Party

were partly the after-effeots of this crisiso
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The "radi cal " bourgeosie agreed with the general direction of Botha' s reform
policies. They were integrated into the stete eomi.ttees and comm ssions
fornmulating the "reformpolicies’.t Such was tlze streng eth of the tendency of
"unity at the top" he t "cone ensue polities" eeeane the ruling class catch-
phrase. -Even the PEP Iredieted a decade of realignment, with "integrationists"
(MP, PET, etc) on the one eid: and "separationists" (ENP, the new yhformed
Conservative Party, etc) on the other

Bi g busi ness supported "the ezrong governnent"”;the7 sought to enphasise the
sense of urgency with WH, CK the issue of nehange" had to be addressed.
Fortunately, total stretcg rhl39 in the broad sense, collapsed. The historica
initiative is shifting into tAe hands of the people. The attenpt to exercise
political and ideological h_e unopt ever the o jeets the col onial system has
met Wth an org anised end conscious force which is challenging the very

| egiti macy of the regine.

Differences within the ruling clique have not been elimnated. Panic wthin
the white comunitw is ineroeeizv eseeeiallv since the encirclenment of about
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9000 racist soldiers in sout?.ern |Inyola.

Big business is therefore involve d in a nulti-eronged ¢ enble. Their apparent
defi ance of the regtnawhen they went abroad to neet the ANC in Lusaka was al so
an attenpt to placate South African and world opinion that they are at |ast

di stancing thenmselves fromthe ruling clique and are actively working for the
di ssohltion of apartheid. Yes it should be seen as a form of pressure on

Bet he, so that he should act in he we v they want; or at |east an attenpt to
strengthen the Vninpn ne Lunrh mahuin the | enaership of the NP who share their
Vi ews.

1The crisis in the "mddle ground" is drn inatieellv aenonstreted in devel opnents
in respect to the PEP Faced with Bothe's reformrhetoric which has Wde

appeal within its support base, PEP found itself tailing behind the regine,
demandi ng "nore" rather than introduci ng sonething "new" The emergence of

a strong mass denocratic novenment 4 the UDFQ JODAO9 ECO etc - resulted in

st eady denarcati on between th ne who supported "reforni and those who called
for a fUndanental restructuring of societyo The IFP was faced Wth differences
among its nmenbers end else had to contend with the spectre of |osimO support
to the "right" and to the "left
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The 1984-87 mass upsurg: in our country, conbined with armed struggle and

i nternational action, drove the ruling class into an unprecedented "organic"
crisis. This cris is resulted in nmany soul searching by a Wde range of poli-
tical forces, fromGavin Holly, Slabiert, Stellenbosch academ cs, Hts and
Western Cape University, UPCmAfr h.m 1lers, Hynand Hel en, NUSAS, etc. It is the
role of the revolutioxity 37:93 s that causes this soul searching. In 1986,

the once strong South Afri an rand was worth Only 35 US cents, the stock
exchange was el os ed and Gerhard del Cock went around the inperialist capitals
arrangi ng a suitable repnvnent of dentso The crisis had hit hard.

The first and the nost 11WP1111t effect sf tAe eroding cohesion of the power
bl oc has been the growh of ff: risk:
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tidetien, The" :enerally banker after

the "gol den days" of apartheil and fear that eve n 21nor adjustnents to the
systemwill result in the unlei rminizg of their privileged position init;

in addition to these, the f3? right not al so draws support fromcertain catee
gories of the Jnell shnse0"k115 petty ooui’eoslW The emergence of a far

right faction witliin Air-ikaner nationalismhad al ready been evident under
Vorster. This on ne with the breakaway of the Eestigte Nationale Party

in 1969.

Wth the coning to power of the Bethe regine and the inplenentation of the
"reformed apartheid" programme, the far right influence grew Thns finallLy

cul mnated in the breakaway of the 18 319s and the formati on of the Konser-
watiewe Party (I1CE) in 4982

The KP has now established itself as the major party political organisation of
the far righta The HNP, although still drawi ng some support, is in decline;
its bid for hegenmony havi ng been defeated by the KP. The EN? lost its only
seat in Parlianent in the Hay 1987 Wiitenonly election and is now facing
defections to the KT, the nest prom nent oeing that of its forner Secretary
CGeneral and sole elected KP, Louis Stofbergo he KP, significantly, has

recogni sed the iotential support v_iich it has anong certain social categories
in the English-spasking oorgnumy. Unlike the :1. . it does not push on

Afri kaner exclusivity and is? for exanple, comritted to maintaining the

exi sting official |anguage policyo

The Afri kaner Hearstaljht ieging (AHB) |ed by Tugene Terre’ Bl anche has
currently emerg ec as a 31411 :ztrerparliamentary force. The AHB has proved
that it is able tc nobilise |arge nunbers of supporters at rallies, denonstrap
tions and tlie like and has W11 several tests of strength when the NP has 1
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attenpted to hold neetings iL its Hro rh.oldsa The f."3 allowei its own
pol : tieel pazrty - tho bl anke Vol kueterat ?eltv (5V?) registered in 1980 to
becorme virtv 911.7 noriounio Co eieerwale n nmaers of KTB nenbers joined the KP
and AW infltenee witllin K5 ie eoeeiderehleo In addition to its genera

i de oi onzcel/101_twot| 11fluenee9 the 113 al so has some nilitary or para?
1_11

[tery power - called tie "itormval keo There is evidence of significant far
...

i

rink sugport uithin the SAD? and VAT.
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After the 173 broke up e B? :eeting at Pietereburg due to have addressed by
R P Botja in May 1986, tue Einis er of ?anpower, P du Plessis, publicly accused
he police of tasiig sides Tj_t. the fur righto He said Terre’ ol anehe had
"aetuale entere d the Jri_16:ng eeeorted bv policeH end thrt the police did
nothing to stop Bothe'e neetiunf51lkci n5 di eruytedo

1 M _1..

A nunber of proninent personalities Wwo held hi5; ran; within th leeeurit y
forcesH were nom nated as Y3 cc ndidutee in the Hay 1987 white general election.
They include& Gen 2 J van den Berg, the forner head of .uOSS and Br.5cldier
Theuns ' Rooi Rus’ Swano eel, the forner chief interrogator of the Security
_Lneooel, WLO stood eneinst Foreign Mnister RF Hotba, described

to root out the "conmunists in the governnento"

The jar rizxt hce provei over the years thht it has a definite relatively
secure constituency anmong those strl e of the white electorate identified
Trv-

abovec In the Hr 1987 elections, the 1; increased the nunber of its parliar
nentary seats from 18 to 22 and di splaced the FF? as official opposition in
the white House of 153355133 Ehe pernentage of the total vote cast going to
the for right neelly do: led from1l5 R in 1981 to 29, 5 in 19870 In.
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nunerieel ter::3 tie fr: 1' eeti rzated to have the potential support of

up to 400 000 newb ere oi pie whiie comunityo

he me neee paged 5y tke 3;: is likely to becone nore pronoueeed the

d obe? we HOVC towered 3 treeefer of power and? indeed, any serious nove

towards demesracy v0111l ¢’ 33mto be dependent on the pn7el0al neutralisetion
of or defeat of tLC iar :i5ht foreeeo

nnoxu, of fur rigSt roact10n L38 keen one inportant effect? there

Wil e the 5-

has also leen 3 5ro3o0b (f force. Mt51i the WEite cor; unity |ooking towards
sol utions Uhi eh reach beyond the 30ra:;tele bf racist minorit7 rule. This
grom h has been fuelioi pl Ehn failure of the Bethe reginme’s "reforned
aparthei d" strategyo



