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Hong Kong will not follow United Kingdom

The ANC Chief Representative to Japan and East Asia, Mr. Jerry Matsila and
the leader of the United Democratic Front, Mr. Eric Molobil paid four days
visit to Hong Kong from 28 February - 03 March 1880. The visit was
coordinated by Hong Kong Anti-Apartheid Group (HKAAG).

The delegation was send to Hong Kong because of great concern that Hong

Kong might follow United Kngdom, after the British premier, Mrs. Margaret
Thatcher announced that her government will relax sanction on Pretoria
following the release of Comrade Nelson Mandela and unbanning of ANC.
Already reports from the territory of Hong Kong indicated that trade
delegation will be send to South Africa. Also ANC was concern by vigorous
activities of the Pretoria Consulate in Hong Kong to entice skilled manpower

and business to emigrate to Apartheid South Africa.

The delegation led by ANC Chief Representative met high officials 1n

business and government, including Deputy Director and Assistant Director ot
Trade Development Council Mr. Francis Lo and Mr. Denis Yau, the Secretary for
Trade and Industry Mr. John Chan, influencial team of Legislators led by

Dr. Tse and Honourable Jimmy McGregor, Governor’s Political Adviser,

Mr. Ehram.

The delegation also addressed luncheon at the Hong Rong lForeign



correspondents club, hundreds of students at Hong Kong University and

packed audience at Kowloon Union Church.

The Trade Development Council (TDC) leaders assured us that they will not
send a trade delegation and will not engage in trade promotion activities
in South Africa during 1990. We also requested them to postpone the technical
trade research pair they wanted to send to South Africa until conditions
permits. Thesecretary of Trade and Industry, Mr. Chan assured us that :

1) Hong Kong will deep its 1986 sanction measures in place and will
investigate activities of companies that secretly re-export South African
coal to other East Asian countries.

2) That Hong Kong will never again issue licences for import of riot guns
from Pretoria.

3) That he will study possibility of introducing monitoring mechanism to
ensure full complacence with 1986 ban on iron and steel, tourism and
importation of Kruger Rando and further to monitor activities of Hong Kong
o1l companies that have being secretly transporting millions of tons of
petroleum to racist South Africa in violation of United Nations Security
Council oil embago. And that Hong Kong authorities, will consider measures
to ensure that the tefritory is not used as "sanction-busting" centre and
thus undermine sanction measures introduced by other countries as a way of

protest against Pretoria’s apartheid policies.

IThe political secretary informed our delegation that the governor Sir Wilson
will gladly receive Nelson Mandela if he decides to stop over in Hong Kong.

The Nelson Mandela Reception Committee will be formed in few days time.

We were assured that Hong Kong will use its trade autonomous status from

Britain to move in a way that is in line with the majority of its trading

partners.

Three days earlier ANC representative Jerry Matsila paid a visit to Seoul and

received similar assurances. U.K. will face the storm alone.
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