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YEAR OF LEARNI

THE BLACK MATRIC pass
rate of 36,4% announced
yesterday has confirmed
gloomy predictions that it
would be the lowest ever.
And as the 230000 pupils
who wrote the DET exam
last year read the dismal re-
sults posted in schools all
over the country, it would
not be surprising if some of
them again vented their
frustration on school pro-
perty and equipment.

But looking at the pros-
cts for black education,
is also reason to be-

lieve that last year’s appall-
ing failure rate could be a

sort of catharsis of anger, or

the passing of a dark cloud
heralding a brighter future.

~ Failure is hardly surpris-
ing when, according to the
DET, nearly one in every
four school days was effec-
tively written off due to
stayaways and boycotts as
pupils marched, teachers
downed chalk, and even
parents staged sit-ins to
. protest against what they
' saw as an inadequate re-
. sponse to the needs of
Zgung blacks who heeded
e National Education Co-
ordinating Committee’s
‘back to school’ call at the

beginning of the year.

Even this change in the
nature of protest, disruptive
though it was, was some ad-
vance on the disastrous ‘lib-
eration before education’

cam a.tin of previous years,
ll:)a.lc (Pupils were cyni-
calltK used as shock-troops
in the struggle, producing a
‘lost generation’ that is now
largely unemployable.
Though there is still some

confusing ambivalence
about the role of youth in
the struggle, responsible
organisations, including the
ANC, are now strongly urg-
ing a policy of ‘education for
liberation’.

Having gazed into the
heart of darkness in smoul-
dering classrooms and seen
the futility of militant pupil
activism and blind rage
strong community-base
bodies, such as the Soweto
Education Co-ordinatin
Committee which drew 8
residents to a weekend
meeting in one of the most
troubled areas, are now pas-
sionately determined to
make 1991 a ‘year of
learning’.

Particular emphasis is be-
in% placed on community
action to protect schools
against thugs, establish
joint parent-teacher-pupil
associations, fight drug and
alcohol abuse, and incul-
cate a proud ‘culture of
education’.

Post-mortems on the fail-
ure of defunct ‘Bantu edu-
cation’ are seen as non-
productive. The challenge
now is to improve the edu-
cational infrastructure.

To this end the Govern-
ment, which has increased
the DET’s budget more
than tenfold in as many

ears, will remain under

eavy t;I:n'essure to improve
amenities and create a sin-
gle education system, which
this newspaper has consis-
tently advocated. But im-
ending ‘mass action’ for

e opening of schools to all '

should be handled with
care. As the Latin master
might say, festina lente.

None of this means we
condemn the ANC proposal.

But even it must see that
if.such a conference is to
" take place there is goin% to
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Reiﬁédents |
flee after
gJan. 1991
raiders |

Kill 1

By Philani ngaba
and Dominic Mitchell

A BLOODY raid bév vigi-
lantes left 17 ANC sup-
ﬁrters ‘dead and sent
ousands of refugees
fleeing in terror from
residential areas near
- | umgababa yesterday.
According to a resi-
;ient.. Mrs L : ' -1
arge gang of severa
hund:e% vi tes from

the Inkatha area of
arrived at the
ANC dtron-sghold of
at530pmon

.theyhadeome
{;&e‘lzﬂlall-'ommdes'ln
the area. 87

s ot

The attacks contin-
ued s oradican{
throughout the ni h
and yesterday further

vigilantes were seen
| roaming the area.

A

woman living
area, Mrs Thembekile
Khumalo, said the
attackers were heavily
armed with guns, spears
and pangas.

Vigilantes

as well
as a number of elderlﬂ
men and women Wit
children, had fled the
area. Many_sought ref-
uge at the Illovo Beach
: Eollce station, and at
mgababa station. “
A heavy SAP and
SADF contingent was
t in the area and
senior police officers
t’ 1y 1}11'0}1 g_:e
| spot’ analysis O e
Tension was running

| ath aﬁ_w.ﬁe -
tes that they would re-
turn to attack Emagei-

no

An elderly woman,
who declined to be
named, said the
attackers were after
boys ‘even from aﬁg
of seven upwards’. Sh
said ge younger mem-
bers her ramllt had
fled to Umgababa
station.

Most of those killed
were over the age of 20.

Police spokesman
(‘Jatigt Hamilton Ngidi

yesterday that po-

lice could confirm only
eight of the deaths.




‘Natal, KwaZulu pupils best overall
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matric results

Education Reporter

NATAL and KwaZulu schools pro-
duced almost half of the top 20
black matriculants of 1990 and re-
corded an increased pass rate in the
face of the worst matric result for
black education in South Africa as a
whole.
It was revealed by the Departm
of Education and ‘I‘gainln (]I)JET) ;er;t:
gearl%sé ;&at ;llgly 311; '&6 of the 233 411
s who sat the
in November last year, pwﬂons
This means that more than 150 000
Std 10 pupils who wrote exams at
1725 centres in the Republic, in six
self-governing territories and in
Transkei, Venda, Bophuthatswana
failed matric. S

This dismal pass rate of 36,4% is an
all-time low for the beleagur
education system. i ke
violﬁleSQ, 4%9% passed and in pre-

ears the pass been
high s 0%, ik o

Only 17 397 of the 1990 candi
obtained matric exemptions. . 2l

-

A meagre seven candidates ob- |
tained ‘A" symbol aggregates while 99
obtained ‘B’ symbol aggregates.

The low pass rate of 1990 will haunt
educationists this year too, as most of
the unsuccessful candidates return to
their already overcrowded classrooms

11;% e a second attempt to pass Std

Top achievers

About 133 500 candidates who faile
I;gﬁ ggt. aggregates of more than;20%

In spite of these poor national re-
sults, schools under
of the DET in Natal’s urban areas ha
six of the top 20 and Khonzinkosi Sec-
ondary near Greytown produced the
top matriculant in the whole of the
country — Angela Elizabeth Stott

| with five distinctions. 4

Two other candidates in the

| national top 20 — Pieter Jacobus

Becker (four distinctions) and Neil Ed-
ward Witthoft (two distinctions), also
came from the private mission school
which is registered with the DET.

Ironically these top achievers are all
white.

Other Natal DET qupils in the top
%roup were: Nonhlanhla Ignatia

lovu (three distinctions) and
Nkululeko Sibusiso Gama (two dis-
tinctions) both of Inkhamana Secon-
dary near Vryheid, and Ntokozo
Susan Nakane (one distinction) of
Mariannhill Secondary School in
Pinetown.

These are all private mission
schools.

Schools under the control of the
KwaZulu Government, which make
up the bulk of the black educational
institutions in the province, also ex-
celled and produced three of the best
candidates in the country.

e direct control

|

These matriculants were: Phindile

Faith Thelma Mxguni (one distinc-
tion) and Albert Tsambo both of gifnsct
Lewis Betrands Secondary near New-

li »
' ams in ﬁlar(?ﬁe for supplementary €x- castle, and Phomulani Dennis Myeni

(two distinctions) of Ongoye School

near Mtunzini on the no

coast.

strain
schools. _
The DET attributed
the esligihtli\fT better re-
sults in Natal and
KwaZulu to the fact
that fewer teachers in
the region participated
in strikes and ‘sit-in’s’
compared with the
Transvaal and Cape.

In contrast to the rest
of the country, the pass |
rate in Natal schools un-
der the direct control of
the DET went up to
41,4% from 36% in 1989.

And the KwaZulu
Education Department
Rass rate was slightlﬁ

igher than 1989 wit
42 4% of the more than

on the high

30 000 candidates ob- i
taining their certifi- mﬁ‘é&?ﬁ,ﬁi@“ﬁlﬁﬂﬁ{
cates. Natal, Dr Edward
Other schools which || Ndaba, said the results
E;‘oduced the rest of the || were still very poor,
20 pupils are situat- || pointing out that only

ed almost exclusively in
the national states and
self-governing territor-
ies, with the exception
of one Johannesburg !
school and two in the

14% of the successful
candidates in the prov-
ince obtained matric
exemptions.

‘The results depict a

Northern Transvaal. picture of gloom and de-
The newly appointed | Spal. The 1989 disaster
Kwazulu Minister of | has worsened as antici-

Education and Culture,
Mr Lionel Mtshali, said |
this result was pleasing
in the light of the in-
crease in the number of
candidates in 1990
which had placed a

pated by realistic
observers’.

The pass rate for th

56 544 candidates ai

_ i;chtogls unbder the DET
! in the urban area

South Africa was rsaa?{

cording to the DET.
F-—-—'-_ -

rqans had a detrl-
%rg;}égl affect on the re-
sults in gene\:al.

1t had also been estab-

lished that many teach-
ers had not covered !:hg
entire S}illabus wit

ir pupils.
th‘elmpp(?rtant factors
were strikes by teachmgf
staff and the absence 0f
| supervision by heads O
|  department pecause
their authority had been

' undermined. |

ticularly bad at 34,7%,
with only 3 842 of these
obtaining exemptions. L
An appalling 26% pass
on the Witwatersrand,
inciuding Soweto and
Alexandra, was a direct
result of the disruption
of schooling and intimi-
dation of teachers, ac-

In a statement, the
Minister of Education
and Culture, Dr Stoffel
van der Merwe, said a
10% increase 11

had mot

i - : professional integ-
re’ on the re their pr | -
Dot veeten || B S punl o
: of continua ility to, s
ditheug%‘;S:ces' any culci ! 1on§; pe‘-:riw.‘?;igefognpé);xp%li
an s,
Stuay 4 Beioust van d%r Merwe said.

ommenting on the
regults, the Democratic
party spokesman op
education Roger Bur-
rows, said the results
were appalling.

Mr Burrows said one
of the reasons for the

oor results was that
education was not fund-
ed on an equal basis by
the Government.

@ See Editorial Opinion

many candidates even
the gddit.ional measures
that were ta

compensate for the
%gck nfpa sound educa-
tional foundation. '
Dr van der Merwe said
that cextremely poor
erformance’ 1n Key sub-
ects such as mathemat-
ics, biology, accounting,
history, English and



