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over 30 people froma dozen countriesa attended the day-long session to discuss
ways to inmprove communi cati on and networ ki ng anong peopl e and groups opposi ng
foreign mlitary bases and facilities, warship port calls and mlitary exercises in
their own and countries. The goal of the neeting was to reveal comon issues and
ways we can support each others work.

The day began with presentations by Sue Culling ( Nuclear Free & | ndependent
Pacific), Jan_M nkiew cz (Peace and Freedom Pol and), Hyuk-kyo Suh (Korea

I nformati on and Resource Service), and Madjid Abdullah (POLI SARIO, North Africa) on
the inpact of foreign mlitary presence on their countries and regions.

East ern Euroge

Jan tal ked about Eastern Europe as one big Soviet base as Soviet troops never |eft
after World War |1I. These troops have been used directly and indirectly to maintain
Sovi et influence. Soviet bases are placed in very isolated areas with strict
controls as to who can go near them some independent peace groups oppose the
Sovi et presence, but denobnstrations at the bases are inpossible. soviet comanders
work to avoid contact between their troops and the | ocal popul ation; troops are
told they are defending socialism |ocal population m ght disagree. Nornal contacts
woul d produce problens, as markets and circunmstances tend to be better in Eastern
Europe than USSR Sees two types of foreign bases: those as part of power policy
(e.g. USSR in E. Europe and U. S. in Central America) and those rationalized by
presence of other superpower (e.g. USSR in Vietnan). We need to find a m ddl e way
and overcone the East/Wst divide.

North Africa

Madj i d spoke of French presence in North Africa including nuclear testing in

Al geria (prior to independence) and in Senegal. The U S. dismantled its bases in
Morocco in 1978, but has contingency bases for use in Mddl e East crises. A nuclear
weapon acci dent occurred at one base in 1958. At U S. urging--in the words of

Henry Ki ssinger, 'to prevent an Angola on the Atlantic’--Mrocco seized part of
Western Sahara in 1975, when Spain gave up its colony. A referendum was bl ocked on
sel f-determi nati on. Morocco then occupied the rest of the Sahara when Mauritani a
abandoned its claimnms. Mrocco has received increased U.S. mlitary aid, nmlitary
advisors and port calls since occupation. Joint mlitary exercises have al so been
hel d. Morocco sent sone troops to Gulf states and Saudi Arabia. The U.S. and France
see the war in Western Sahara as a testing ground for lowintensity conflict desert
war fare and for new weapon systens. Soviet bases in Libya or Algeria are a future
possibility. Madjid the issue in Wstern Sahara as one of decol oni zation, where
peopl e shoul d be allowed to express thensel ves and choose their own form of
government or to be part of another country. Western Saharans (through non-aligned

i participants cane fromthe follomfng countries: Aotearoa (New Zeal and),
Australia, Burkina Faso, Canada, Finland, Japan, Korea, Philippines, Poland, United
states, West CGermany, Western Sahara



POLI SARIO) are fighting for self-determ nation. Mdrocco gets direct

support froms. Africa, France, U S. and occasionally Israel. Rumania sells weapons
to Morocco as well. Resources (especially phosphate deposits, second | argest in
the world) are seen as key. Few NGOs in third world oppose foreign mlitary
presence except |iberation novenents.

Kor ea

Hyuk-kyo cal | ed Korea a forgotten issue. Korea has been divided for over 40 years
and the presence of U S. troops are a nmajor block to denocracy in south Korea and
reuni fication of the country. Chinese and Sovi et troops have |ong been w t hdrawn
fromthe north. The U 'S. withdrew when Soviets did after WVII, but returned under
UN flag when civil war broke out in 1950. There are now 40 U.S. bases in the
south, but there is no bases agreenment, no | eases or conpensation. In fact south
Korea (ROK) pays alnmpbst $1 billion yearly to support the U S. presence. Regul ar
exerci ses take place with nmock bonbing raids on Korean towns and port calls to
heavily popul ated cities. U S. troops are kept in a high state of readiness with
the latest in weaponry shared with south Korean mlitary. Nuclear weapons are al so
stored there. U S wll be directly involved in any conflict that takes place on
the peninsula. The U.S. is in charge of the ROK's arny. Unlike in NATO there is
no requirenent for consultation. South Korean troops have served as U.S. proxies
in Vietnam and were asked to participate in Persian GQulf expedition. There is
little debate about U S. troops, bases or nukes, because of repression. The first

i nternational conference in Korea on these issues is schedul ed for August 22-23.

M d- Sept enber A ynmpics will be key tinme in Korea: 2 U S. aircraft carriers will be
based of f coast.

Pacific

Sue Culling spoke about colonialism racismand mlitarismas key to the

per petuation of the nuclear cycle in the Pacific. French nuclear testing continues
in Muruoa (Polynesia) and French troops occupy Kanaky (New Cal edoni a). | ndonesi an
troops are in East Tinor and Wst Papua. Australia, Japan, Aotearoa (New Zeal and)
the Philippines and others have U S. nmilitary and spy bases. The U S. has a heavy
naval presence in the Pacific. The INF agreenent does not deal with sea-based
systens at all.

There are several U. S. facilities in New Zeal and, but the governnent has not
pressed the issued of their being consistent with N2 nuclear-free policy. Severa
facilities are listening posts for tel ecomunications in the Pacific. Since the
1984, port call decision, New Zeal and has not spoken out on other issues in ways
that mght offend the U S

Di scussi on

CGeneral agreement on need for international cooperation and strategies anong

anti bases activists in different countries. Many questions about how to nake this
happen.

Many questions about why U. S. public and peace novenent are not nore concerned
about issues of foreign bases. Conmments: Noted that this was first U S. neeting on
the topic. Concern about North Anericans (especially white ones) dying in wars, but
public doesn’t see bases as cause of war. Portrayed as bul wark agai nst conmuni sm
(rationale may have to change with Reagan enbraci ng Gorbachev). Enmergence of
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Anerican enpire predates conmmuni sm After WV 11, European colonial powers forced
to withdraw (e.g. Britain), even though it seemed public could not accept the
change. 0.8. mlitary forward deploynent following WVII was justified as
cont ai nnent of communi sm Now new concern about decline of enpire.

Questions about whether U.S. can afford foreign deploynent with federal deficit and
whet her allies are paying enough. This is not a questioning of strategic

useful ness or norals or ethic, but only whether foreign mlitary presence is
wor ki ng. For exanple, Persian @Qulf flotilla is not working; attacks on shipping
doubl ed.

U.S. now | ooking to | eave | and bases; working to have nore nobile intervention
(navy). Fewer political hassles. Peace novenent gains (such as, ending Vietnam War
and noves toward.reductions in nuclear arsenals) were noted.

Sone argued that the 1988-1991 Phili ppine bases review and possible treaty should
be a priority internationally. There are efforts in Philippine |egislature to put
teeth into constitutional ban on nucl ear weapons. Philippine bases useful for
three of four areas where Pentagon sees war breaking out (Persian Gulf/M ddle East;
Europe; Northeast Asia; Central Anerica is fourth area). Inpact could affect other
canpai gns. |In January 1989, over a thousand activists from Japan/ New Zeal and and
Australia (peace brigade) will go to Philippines to hel p canpai gn. Pressure needed
on U.S. governnment. other critical areas nentioned were Kanaky with 8000 French
troops; G eece, bases agreement also up for renewal; Belau, trying to protect

nucl ear free constitution. High US. officials are worried that if one nation is
allowed to be nuclear free without suffering consequences others wll quickly
follow suit.

Need better international, definition of what constitutes a foreign base: Sone say
any facility that could be potentially used by U S., for exanple, but others fee
this is too vague and difficult to discuss. Criteria could include presence of
troops, C31 facilities, weapon storage and depl oyment. Local novenents’
definitions should be respected.

Japan hol ds many bases. Involves country in intervention and regional conflicts,

t hough Japan has supposedly renounced war. Navy involved in U S. strategy against
the USSR (al though technically not supposed to have a mlitary). Nuclear ban
remai ns unenforced because Japan never questions presence or absence of nucl ear
weapons. Concern about rise in Japanese econonmic and mlitary mght and its
potential inpact on Asia. U S. is critical of trade policy but encourages nmilitary
build up and use of aid to encourage U. S. goals in region

Suggesti ons/ Proj ect sl Announcenentsl etc.:

a Provide resources to 3rd Wrld people to come to European and U.S. conferences.

t Need stories about what is happening to children as a result of foreign mlitary
presence.

i Issues of prostitution and Anmer-asian children should be highlighted
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American Friends Service Comrmittee is working on a book on foreign bases (not
just U S.): needs data on social inpact of bases: crimnality, |and/ecol ogy,
prostitution, drugs. Also will do tour in 0.5. of anti-bases women.

Qutreach to sailors and 615 from | ocal peace novenents

Get nore 0.8. peace activists to go to where bases are and see for thensel ves.
Panphl et on 0.8. Bases in the Philippines should be ready soon, contact Boone
Schi r mer

Forei gn Bases Project (FBP) is working on an overview di scussi on of foreign bases
and naval issues for the International Peace Bureau, along with a map of foreign
bases (needs info about |ocations and functions of facilities and novenents and
actions agai nSt bases)

Need international bulletin or newsletter (FBP is considering this)

Shoul d debate officials fromboth East and West

Need for expertise in novenent (e.g. Philippine group marched on Clark Air Base
demandi ng to inspect facility for nucl ear weapons; would not have known what to
l ook for if they had been let in.) Al so need conversion expertise.

Audrey Schirmer will be working on filmabout inpact of bases in Italy,

Phi | i ppi nes and one ot her country.)

Report prepared by John MIler, Foreign Bases Project



