
DwEiad - S Sepr 

APy _I_9_< 

1984 

   
   ’Mbmmsmm

unmudvamyumNmmm)ymday 

  

      

  

e-npnlisofl!dallychaed. 

The ultimatum fol-   
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lows a boycott of lec- : .mwd to. know whi 
tures by students A“"1""'ludmfm'met'ltllael’res(a: 
drities at the I 'Y about the position at his 
allegedly ordered the . 

camplls When told it 
students to return to the - iodedts. e 

class by 2 pm yesterday, « , 
failing which they Ask the stu- 
should vacate the cam- 
pus by 5 pm. Some stu- 
dents said they were told 
that if they did not leave ~with contempt and re- 
themmpusatthattlme, . vulsion the proportions 

pohee would be called which the abnormal po- 

in. Late yesterday after- ecol economical ;’;’& 
noon all was ‘quiet at the 
v, | educatnonal situation 

The ‘president of the 
Students’ Representa- 
tive Council (SRC), Te- 
bogo Moloi, said stu-. 

dents held a meetmg 
which a number of res- 
oolutions were reached. 

The Rector of the uni-- 
versity, Professor Poth has 
Mokgokong, yesterday 2l 

    
        
      

  

    
   

       
   

   

  

           
        
        

  

    

  

crisis; o 
- “Resolve: to commnt 
ourselves selflessly in 
 the national struggle for 
a total eradication of the | 
‘abhorrent system of ed- 
ucation in its entirety; to 

sald 
dents.” 

A statement released'-" 
after the meeting said: 
“We students, noting 

actively 

   

   
   

   

    

campaign and 
engage ourselves within 
the immediate environ- 
ment and communities 
for the realisation of 
these aspirations; to 
make a national call on 

  

\ thel' resolve to muate 
he the venture by staging a 
at boycott of all. aeademlc 

    

   

  

    



  

  

By SAM MABE and 
JOSHUA 

RABOROKO 
THE DEPUTY mayor 
of Evaton, Mr Dutch 

Diphoko, died yester- 
day morning follow- 
ing mob violence, 
while the death toll in 
the Vaal Triangle un- 
rest last night stood at 
26. 

Mr Diphoko, whose 
P —   

Mayors in 
\"E-F-1IF- 14T 
in hiding 

house was set alight and 
his bottle store looted, 
was stoned on Monday. 
He is alleged to have shot 
two youths who were 
among his attackers. 

He was rushed to Sebokeng 
Hospital in a serious condition 
where he died yesterday 
morning. 

A tense but calm atmosphere 
prevailed at the townships of Eva- 
ton, Sebokeng and Sharpeville 
yesterday as residents started 
licking their wounds after t‘o- 
lence in the area. 

Yesterday a garage, a clinic and     
   

   

          
   

a-teachers’ training college were 
- burnt down. 

A man claiming to be Mr Si- 
mon Matsheka, who said he was a 

member of the Evaton Town 

Council, last night announced his 
resignation from the council. 

Two mayors in the area, Mr. 

Esau Mahlatsi and Mr Sam Rabo- 
tapi, and a number of other coun- 
cillors have been missing since 
Monday when the unrest started. 

According to our sources, Mr 
Mabhlatsi and an unspecified num- 
ber of councillors are staying at a 
hotel in Vanderbijlpark and Mr 
Rabotapi is believed to be’ w1th 
relatives in Soweto. 

Police yesterday confirmed that 

  

GUR ED The shells of bumt-out cars and a house in the Vaal area are 
testimdqy to the violence that swept through the townships, 1ollqwlng a stay- 

»away on Monday in protest against rent rises. 

  
  

v 26 people had died and- 
said about 48 had been 
hurt, including eight po- 
hcemen But according 
to our estimates, up to 

300 people could have 
been injured. Police also 
made 35 arrests. 

-~  Ruins 

  

A hotel contacted 
about Mr Mabhlatsi’s 

whereabouts denied that 

there was anybody by 
the name of Mabhlatsi 

among their guests. The 
rest of the Vaal coun- 
cillors had also disap- 
peared with their fami- 
lies from their homes 
which are now irre- 
parable ruins. 

- Vaal businessman, Mr 
Daniel Mgleko, said 
yesterday uld not 

understan y his shop 

  

        

was gutted. He said his 
12-year-old  daughter 
was missing and he 

| feared that she could be 
dead. 

Another councillor, a 
Mr Sekobane, had his 

house and two cars 

To Page 2w 

   
          

 



' Buti Mashala Sekofiane, 
who is-not involved in 

' any way with the unpop- 
¢ ular town council sys- 

tem, also had his house 
set alight. 

: Councilior Mr Sam 
' Kodisang and two po- 
licemen, Mr David Kut- 
wane and another 
known only as Malakia, 
also had their houses 
burnt down in Sharpe- 
ville, g 

! Meanwhile two tear- 
} smoke canisters and 
{ seven rubber bullets 

| 

| 

| 

‘were allegedly fired into | 
the house of the Rev Te- 
bogo Moselane on Mon- 
day night while he was 
hoiding a prayer service | 
with members of his 
family. 

By late yesterday 
afternoon, there were 
still sporadic incidents of 
stone-throwing and loot- 
ing of shops and bottie 
stores in Sebokeng. 

Solution 
The General Secre- 

tary of the South Afri- 
can Council of 
Churches, Bishop Des- 
mond Tutu, yesterday 
called on the Govern- 
ment to meet church 
leaders this week to try 
to seek a solution to the 

| violence. 
The SACC also sent 

telegrams to the Acting 
State President. Mr P W 

| Botha, the Minister of 
{Law and Order, Mr 
Louis le Grange, and 
the Minister of Educa- 

| ion and Training, Dr 
| Gerrit Viljoen, urging 
| the meeting. 
| “We call on you in 
| Christ’s name to meet 
| urgently with church 
| leaders this week. The 
{ countrywide situation is 
i deteriorating  desper- 
| ately,” the telegram 

| said. 

| * The telegram said the 

| authorities must meet 

i the “authentic leaders of 

| the black community.” 

Bishop Tutu has post- 

poned a planned tyip to 

the United States 1n re- 

sponse to the violence 

| and also called for an 

| emergency meeting of 

| church leaders and the 

| executive committee of 

| the SACC tomorrow. 

! 1f the Jot ~of black 

| South Africans was not 
i 
1 
{ 

it 

improved, violence 

| would escalate, the 

Evangelical Lutheran 

| Church of Southern Af- 
| ricasaid yesterday. 

| 

| councillor, Mr Benja- 
| min Angoma, tendered 

his resignation last 
night, saying he was 
abiding by the wishes of 
the local residents that 
all councillors resign 
from the local authority. 
He said another factor 
which led to his re- 

signing was ill-health 
and his age. He is 73. 

I burnt. His brother. Mr 
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Mangope 
not held in 
esteem by 
Sowetans 
IDO not agree heartedly with 
Kfople who say Chief Lucas 
angope is held in high es- 

teem by the people of Soweto, 
But it is true that Mma- 

batho, the capial city of Bo- 
p!}uthatswana, is teeming 
with many people from So- 
weto. 

Highly qualified Sowetans 
are increasingly being forced 
to settle for Bophuthatswana 
as Chief Mangope treats them 
decently and takes cogni- 
sance of their academic 
qualifications. 

It is also true’ that Sowe- 
tans participate actively in 
Radio Bop and Bop-TV pro- 
grammes. They participate in 
the Bophuthatswana infor- 

| mation media as a quid pro 
quo for the decent treatment 
they receive from Chief Man- 
gope. 

owever, Sowetans should 
not be seen as acting in ca- 
hoots with Chief Mangope. 

Their inability fo find suit- 
able employment in the white 

| cities has forced them to 
work for the Bophuthatswana 
Civil Service, as clerks, pros- 
ecutors, magistrates, teach- 

  

ers, lecturers, policemen and 
soldiers. — JULIA ZWANE, 
Kwa Thema. 

. the_same period last 

NKSmati 
end ANC 

By PATRICK LAURENCE 
Political Editor 

The Nkomati Accord and the crackdown 
on the African National Congress by the 
Swaziland authorities a(fpear to have 
oans minimally reduced sabotage at- 
tacks in South Africa. 

Statistics complied by the Institute of Stra- 
tegic Studies show that the number of sabo- 
tage attacks, up to Tuesday’s on the Johan- 
nesburg offices of the Department of Internal 
Affairs, is only a fraction below the figure for 

ear — 27 against 29. 
This year’s figure, however, includes five 

petrol bomb attacks on the homes of politi- 
cian: the South African Suicide Squad, an 
organisation with an anonymous member- 
ship. - 

Kut closer analysis of sabotage attacks 
since the signing of the March 16 Nkomati 
Accord between South Africa and Mozam- 
bique points to an intensification of sabotage 
attacks between then and September 3, com- 
pared with the same period last year. 

. Excluding the petrol bomb attacks, there 
were 19 sabotage attacks or attempted sabo- 
fage attacks between the signing of the ac- 
cor@and Tuesday’s explosion in Johannes- 
burg. During the same period last year the 
equivalent figure was 15. 

Professor Mike Hough, director of the In- 
stitute of Strategic Studies, offered several 
expl::nations for the continuing spate of at- 
tacks. 

They included the inability of Mozambique 
to completely seal off its borders, the opening 
up by the ANC of new infiltration routes 
through Zimbabwe and Botswana without the 
consent of the governments of those coun- 
tries, and the ability of some ANC fighters 
who entered South Africa before March 16 to 
evade SA security forces. 

Prof Hough rejected the claim by the ANC 
that it"had established permanent bases in 

fails to 
sabotage 
South Africa, although he conceded that the 
ANC might have built up secret arms caches 
before the Nkomati Accord and, on that foun- 
dation, established insurgents on a ‘“semi- 
permanent” basis since then. 

The institute’s figures do not include shoot- | 
outs between security forces and ANC fight- 
ers. 

But in a recently released “position paper”, 
Mr D A S Herbst, director of the ‘i)artx‘ally 
government-funded SA Forum, said: “Since 
the signing of the Nkomati Accord all but 
three of the more than 50 members of the 
ANC special operations unit have been killed 
or captured in South Africa and Swaziland”. 

Mr Herbst’s explanation of the continuing 
ANC attacks is that they are “desperate at- 
tempts” by the ANC to convince its “spon- 
sors” that it is able to continue its “armed 
resistance” in spite of Nkomati. 

He does not, however, offer an exp{anatipn 
for the ability of the ANC to continue its 
attacks in spite of the reported near-annihila- 
tion of its special operations unit. 

In a major speech to the old uniracial 
Parliament, the Minister of Law and Order, 
Mr Louis le Grange, said: “The Nkomati Ac- | 

cord and the initiatives of the Government 
have upset the planning of the ANC ... The 
ANC has been very adversely affected ... 
There is no doubt about that.’ 

The initiatives resulted in “large numbers 
of ANC terrorists” being expelled from Swa- 
ziland, Botswana and Lesotho. 

But, Mr Le Grange added, the ANC wanted 
to restore “its somewhat tarnished image” 
and planned a “desperate attempt during the 
next two or three months to create an impres- 
sion, an image, of aggression.” 

The ANC leader, Mr Oliver Tambo, has 
twice given his version of recent events — 
once in Gaborone and once in Harare. But 
South Africans have to remain ignorant of 
them because he may not be quoted in South 
Africa. 
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WHILE everybody is agonising, 
or rather should be, over the tra- 
gedy of the Vaal townships, we 
thought it might be useful to turn 
our eyes to the Kingdom of Swa- 

|__zitand, if only for some light re- 
Lief. ) 

The magical aura that sur- 
rounds royalty, all over the 
world, ‘has a certain fascination, 
perhaps something of an appeal, 
that fleetingly takes people out of - 
the humdrum problems of life, 
into something more exciting. 
These days not everybody is daz- 
zled by the monarchy and their 
splendid retinues, but there is an 
element of mystique about such 
characters. 

If a royal personage also hap- 
pens to be young and the hand- 
some heir-apparent to the 
throne, then the fascination is 
even greater. What makes 
Crown Prince Makhosetive’s de- 
but into the role held for many 
years by his father more effective 
is the rather charming Swazi tra- 
dition called the reed dance. 

This week thousands of 
maidens — for some reason these 
girls are traditionally referred to 
as maidens — in fancy Swazi eth- 
nic gear converged on Lobamba 
for the annual reed dance, 
watched by the young Prince. It 
must have been some occasion, : 
both for the girls and their mon- 
arch who is still so young. Tradi- 
tionally also, Swazi kings take 
many wives and we are certain 
there was a ripple of excitement 
from these maidens when he took 
his seat. : 

These are cynical days, how- 
“ever, and even the entrance of a 
Prince into a scenario is over- 
shadowed by the more pressing 
needs or events that surround a 

country. 

- 8ress also did not 

  

i§Th?re is no doubt that the & Q‘é 1 nation has gone through “«Some unhappy times after the death of King Sobhuza, the grand old man who made such a success of his role. Among other things, there were rumbles of a palace conspiracy, and Swazi. !and earlier this year had to use 
its clout rather unhappily to get rid of black South African refu- 
gees. : g The wholesale routing of mem- bers of the African National Con- 

add to the friends the Swazis were making 
among blacks. 

Prince Makhosetive, admit- 
tedly,. is still too Young to make any significant impact on the po- 
litical scene. But his arrival from Britain has given that country _ Some breathing space. 

So while the people in this 
country, i arly in the Vaal, are licking their wounds, the - Sv.vazis hope to be entering some- thing of a new era. The transitio- 
nal period has had its traumas 
and we do not think these will 
disappear overnight. It is how- 
ever a nice thing to have a black ' royal prince around these parts. 
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SIR — Whenever I 
think of Mr E T Tshaba- - 

~lala, my heart just goes 
~ haywire all inside my 

- chest — doctors call this 
~ chaos palpitations. 

' The reason is sunple 

‘who has overcome the 
obstacles of apartheid to 
‘become so “comfortab- 
le” allow himself to be 
‘used by the same apar- 
theid monster? 

ET was a young black 
_enterpreneur’s inspira- 

ff',,fi‘%uen and a strong source 
*of pride to the black 

man-in-the-street, up 

(  until the moment he de- 
. scended upon the posi- 

' very frustrati 

tion of mayor of So- 
weto: 

The 80s have been 
to the 

black man, V with 

Reagan encouraging 
Botha to oppress us. To 

add insult to injury, 

Reagan is seemingly on 
5  —— 

c apartheld 
his way to h1s second 
term. 

Our exclusion fi'om 
the new constitution is 
the cherry on top. We 
blacks will pour all our 
frustration at the rep- 
resentatives of apartheid 
— that includes the 
mayor. The pressure 
will be so great on them, 
that they will simply col- 
lapse. To collapse in 
your old age after such 
an illustrious life Mr 
Tshabalala! It surely 
breaks my heart. I bet 
we will always be talking 
of “breaking hearts” un- 
til apartheid dies. 

WISEMAN : 
Duduza township 

 



  

        ly News Correspondent 
| PR -'D_etentlons during the first eight 

months of this year have exceeded the num- 
| ber during the whole of 1983 — largely be- 

| cause of opposition to the tricameral elections, 
;saysfllelatestmportoftheDetameesParenm 
Su;s»gortCommttee (DPSC). ‘ 

far this year there had been 572 deten— 
tions without trial, compared with 453 report- 
ed detentions in 1984, the DPSC said. During 
August alone, 119 persons were detained and 
‘one person — Ephraim Thamsanqa Mthethwa 
(23) of Lamontville — died in 

either to release within 48 hours or to court ap- 
pearances. However, a substantial number of Au- 

| 'gwtdetameawereshllmcuswdy 18 of them in 
“preventive” detention under the Internal Security 
Act’sSechon29 

One detainee, Mr Abel Dube of Soweto, had 
been held without trial for two-and-a-half years, 

| the DPSC said.   
] He was taken into 

| custody in April 1982 
and was bemg held in 

. a Benoni prison. - 
The high number of 

detentions during 
August was largely as- 
sociated with opposition 
to the tricameral elec- 

, tions, with the Trans- 
‘'vaal and Natal coming 
‘under special focus and 
Cape Town seeing its 
first detentions this 
‘year. .- 

  

Many detentions were short term, leadmg a 

his year, says re 
T 01 8l those detained 

during 1984, so far four 
ple had been charged 

pe% “epnvicted and 149 

There were 106 still 
| awaiting trial. 

The DPSC said: “The 
strong boycott move- 
ment against the trica- 
meral elections, spear- 
headed by the UDF, pro- 
duced a heavy reaction 

| from the police, the Se- 
curity Police included, 

widespread use of sjam- 
boks, teargas, buckshot 
and baton charges.” 

The report cited 152 
election-related arrests 

“of political activists, 
. community leaders, stu- 
dents and trade union- 
ists. YW S )LuU 

  

  

charged and acquitted. 

and resulted in numer- 
ous arrests in addition to 
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iIndus 
; SIR, — Regarding the 

report headed “Durban_ 

éunion man warns on la- 

bour relations”(The 

Daily News, August 25) - 

£ it is time for the other 

£ side of the coin to be dis- 
E played. > 

© 2e Mr Schr‘e'i_n‘e)‘:’n' 61 
MAWU takes pride in 

the fact that during the 

first five months of this 

year the number of 

£ strikes have risen three- - 

£ fold and the number of 
£ workers engaged therein 
£ have risen fivefold com- 

i pared to last year. His 

i attitude is in line with 
ithat of the radical 

i trades union. 
FATREREAT DR EARARRRERAL 

iR is"¥oncerned that 
~ In August 1982 The 
Sunday Tribune recog-. 

nised that trade union- 

" ism in South  Africa was 

an instrument to bring 

about a redistribution of 

~ power and noted that 
the importance of trade 

~ unions in this country 

- went beyond the prob- - 

lem between manage- 

‘ment and labour”. - 
This is the true. pic- 

ture of the radical trade 
unions whose cause is 

- unfortunately so often 
espoused by your news- 

paper.According to Mr 

Ramaposa of NUM, 

“Not only does the black 

union movement have a g e all § 

I|||IIII!![l[Il_llllll!ll!llIIlllIllIIlII
IIIIII||IIIIIIII|IIIIIIIlIIIIIlllllII|Ill

IIIllIIIIIlIllllllllllllllllllll 

decisive role to play in 

the liberation struggle, 
but it deserves support 
from groupings in the 

~wider black society”, 

and even more succinct- 

ly, “Step by step, work 

stopp_age;‘:by work stop- 

ge, demonstration by - 

demonstration, demand 

by demand, black work- 

ers are moving to the 

point of liberation.” 

Mr Editor, these are 

" SRESE 
trades union 

the type of unions the 

employer has to deal 

with; people who have 

never produced any- 

thing, never bought any- 

thing, nor ever sold any- 

thing, and who hav 

e time at their dispos 
al to hassle industrial- 
ists who are doing their 

utmost to give employ- 

ment to the very people . 

who are now being inti- 

midated by the unions to 

basically ask for more 

and do less. 

important to note that 

at the recent ‘negotia- 

tions between Seifsa and 

the various trade unions, 

a minimum wage rate of 

R1-73 per hour was. 

agreed on for newly re- 

cruited unskilled per- 
sons. This is approxi- 

mately R340 a month. 
However, over 

ot ‘%fl Afr 

"In this regard it is 

wants to fiegotiate with 
individual industries 

‘where the best people, 

" instead of being able to 

devote their time to 

manufacturing and sell- 
ing, now have to devote 

their time to negotiating 
and dealing with the on- 

going hassles and de- 

mands of these radical 

unions whose mentors in 

our neighbouring states 
and Eastern Europe 

- themselves only exist 

because of the hand-outs 
received from capitalist 

countries like ourselves 

which countries and po- 

litical systems they ar 

now engaged in over- 

- throwing. G 

It is also inter g 

to note, to quote your 

‘own newspaper of the 

July 24, “South African 

* labour costs per unit of 

‘production in manufac- 

turing industry are now 

rising twice as fast as in 

- the next most inflation- 

_ary nation — France.” 

Also, Financial Mail, 
June 8, quoting the la- 

test annual report of the 

Board of Trade and In- 

South Africa are far 

higher than in France, 

Japan, the Netherland 

ica’s economic future 
and Switzerland, a§~ 
though wages in those 

countries far exceed 
ours.” Ve ; 3 

It has become ex- 

tremely difficult to re- 

tain a disciplined labour 

force and for manage- 

ment to promote moti- 

* vation since it is not the 
policy of the trade. 

unions that management - 

should give recognition 

to excellence and abili- 

-4 

dustry; “Labour costs in V.ZCONCERNED INDUS- 

TRIALIST 

Durban North : ! 

and : y are S = 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIII|||I|IIIIIIIIIIIIlIIllIllllllllll
llllllllll||I||IllIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIllIlIl_IIIIlIlIIII

lllllllllllllllllllllIIIIIIIIlIIlIIIi! 

 



  

  

SIR — There is no 
doubt that Chief Lucas 
Mangope of Bophu- 
thatswana is the only 
homeland leader who is 
held in high esteem by 
the people of Soweto. 

Chief Mangope’s pop-. 
ularity among Sowetans 
is evidenced by their in- 
creasing number in 
Mmabatho, the capital 
.of Bophuthatswana. 
‘Most of the students 
who participate in 
Bophuthatswana radio 
programmes come from 
Soweto. 

Sowetans work in the 
Bophuthatswana ¢ivil 
service as clerks, pros- 
ecutors, magistrates and 
teachers. 

. Chief Manyane Man- 
gope is concerned with 
the betterment of the 
quality of life in Soweto. 
How does one explain 
the transmission of TV 
Bop to this area? 

Last year during the 
Soweto Home-Makers 
Festival, Radio Bop 
broadcast live from 
Diepkloof. 

I think Chief Gatsha 
Buthelezi is the second 
most popular homeland 
leader among Sowetans. 

- However his stronghold 
in Soweto is Jabulani 
only. ; 

I'request Mr Ephraim 

PRESIDENT MANGOPE: 

b 
ng,o'-‘ 

ers? 

mirer says most 
Sowetans hold him in high esteem. 

Tshabalala to confer the 
Freedom of Soweto on 
His Excellency Man- 
yane Mangope who may 
reciprocate by helping 
him solve his housing 
problems in Soweto. 

“The Chief may ask So- 
wetans who have beauti- 
ful homes in Bophut- 
hatswana to give up 
their houses in Soweto. 

' JABUNEO MAEMA 
Daveyton 

  R 
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THE GREAT paradox 
in Zimbabwe today is 
that while race rela- 
tions at a personal level 
'have never been better, 

litical relations be- 
ween ethnic communi- 

ties are probably at an 
all-time low. 

On an individual basis the 
falsities of the old “white 
master-black servant” rela- 
tionship have been swept 
away. glacks no longer feel 
pbliged to play up to the 
colonial ideal of “respect- 
ful, forelock-tugging 
gwains”. 

Gone is the gross insensi- 
tivity of many whites to 
African courtesies and tra- 
ditions. 

Those whites and blacks 
and, I suspect, individual 
Shonas and Matabeles who 
have worked together dur- 
ing the past decade or two 
of violent change have 
learned - to place personal 
trustworthiness and friend- 
ship abeve ethnic prejudice. 

here are questions 
about the underlying foun- 
dations of this happy situa- 
tion, however. . 

aabte,:ltmol\ilzfi rl?ert ioflif:fi 

climate of economic uncer- 
inty and white emliration 
ave forced unskilled 

placks to be hypocriticaliy 
; Ingratiating to a dwindling 

| pool of employers. - 
*This, they contend, is the 

worst face of “neo-colonial- 
ism”, and only when every- 
one works for the State un- 
der socialism will such 
falsities in human relations 
disappear. 

On the -white side one 
may hear embittered cyn- 
jcs claim race relations are 
“good” in Zimbabwe today 
'only in the sense they were 

  
  

The Marxists in Mr Mu- ' 

framework of white baas-" 
kap has fone, the present 

T th1 . conflict 
?{)}/66:11 £ eP 

persona G echb 
af relation 

  

MICHAEL HARTNACK in Harare 
™ 

  

“good” in Rhodesia 50 years 
ago, because one of the two 
parties to the relationship 
realised that, having no 
political power, it had no 
redress but to be patient 
and good humoured under 
all circumstances. 

This is an extreme view, 
contradicted by the obvious 
friendly atmosphere one 
sees in the streets, in the 
shops, in hotel bars and chil- 
dren’s playgrounds but one 
comes up against the hard 
fact that most of the In- 
digenous white population 
would not have left Zim- 
babwe if it were the para- 
dise of black-white har- 
mony it sometimes seems. 
Once 280 000, the white 

‘community_is now below 
100 000, it is believed, and 
another 1 500 left in June — 
an average month accord- 
ing to the skimpy statistics 
available. 

And it is also doubtful 
whether the people of Mata- 
beleland have ever felt as' 
bitter as they do now 
against their Shona neigh- 
bours since they were con- 
quered in 1893 by the white 
ploneers aided by Shona 
‘native levees”. 

" However much they like 
individual blacks, the in- 
digenous white pe?ulation 
nurse a deep-seated feeling 
of political insecurity, of be- 
ing in Zimbabwe ouly under 
sufferance. - 

Black nationalists claim 
thereis a t deal of poet- 
ic justice in this, that whites 
arfii tE_etting la t}laste in:)f the 
arbitrary rule they imposed 
on blacks for 90 years. But, 
as most Zimbabwean-born 
whites see it, hardly a da 
goes by without some fres 
public insult to their self- - 
respect as a community. 

It was Mr Dzingai Mu- 
tumbuka, usually one of the 
most courteous of Mr Mu- 
gabe’s cabinet, who taunted 
whites after taking over as 
Minister of Education that 
their culture, traditions and 
history deserved no respect 
or protection since, he 
claimed, it had never 
duced any book or work of 
art worth cherishing. 

“Last week the Minister of 
Information, Dr Nathan 
Shamuyarira again re- 
0] he unlmp?gv subject 
of wartime atrocities, say- 
ing 10 000 blacks “murdered 
gy the Rhodesian Security 
orces” lay buried near Ru- 

sape. When Mr Mugabe re- 
cently visited Musami Mis- 
sion 70km east of Harare he 
inspected the grave of six 
Catholic missionaries who, 
the national news media 
confidently stated, were 
murdered by the Selous 
Scouts. ! 

Although they may vote 
for independent white MPs 
who take a more effective, 
diplomatic line with Mr . 

Mugabe than does Mr Ian 
Smith, there is no doubt 
whites — like Matabeles — 
retain their own private 
memory of the tragic 
events of the war which is 
inde nt of the official 
Zimbabwe Government his- 
tory. ' 

On September 3 the main 
national daily, The Herald, 
carried over a column of in 
memoriam notices for the 
45 victims in the “Hunyani” 
Viixscount alrljn&r, siliot dowg 
six years ago. Wording suc 
as “died for Rhodesia” are 
no longer accepted by the 
Herald’s advertising de- 
-partment, but the depth of 
sentiment is undeniable. 

The 1980 Lancaster 
House constitution threw 
some ‘political crumbs to 

_the whites over temporary 
:llyecial representation ‘ in 
arliament, but the white 

?oliticél leadership has suf- 
ered the classic schism 
always seen in conquered or 
subject peoples, into “Hero- 
dian” or “zealot” factions. 
These take their names 

- from the political cliques in 
Roman-occupied Judea in 
the time of Christ. 

Theé “zealots”, typified in 
Zimbabwe by Mr Smith’s 
Conservative Alliance Zim- 
babwe, retreat into their 

. traditions, blaming all mis- 
fortunes on the decay of in- 
herited vilues and 
tions. 

4/ Zanu’ m 

titu- 
.. sign for the future. 

    
st 

The “Herodians” see the 
‘“zealots” as backward. 
'l‘hey want to see their peo- 
ple “come to terms with the 
modern world” and its 
rulers. 3 

The former Zapu leader, 
Dr Callistus Ndlovu — who 
has defected to Zanu — 
gave a classic “Herodian” 
view last weekend when he 
called on Mr Joshua Nkomo 
to withdraw from politics. 
He told fellow Matabeles at 
Bembezi, 70km east of 
Bulawayo, that die-hard 
political loyalties were un- 
derstandable for those “in 
the afternoons of their 
lives” — “but what about 

. the young le who need 
direction evelop their 
lives?” ; 

One of Mr Mugabe’s 
feats, whites and Matabeles 

»» might recall, was to unite 
. the “Herodian” and “zealot” 
+factions among the Shona. 

iged to con< 

L, st o er-equip or the 20t 
century than the “Victori- 
an” Rhodesian whites, while 
at the same time persuad- 
ing local blacks it meant to 
revive the Shona national 
spirit extinguished in 1890. 

That is how successful 
nationalist movements are 
made. 

_ Zimbabwe continues 3 
‘be a sad study in conflic 
bétween communities 
which believe they have 
competing interests; but the 
lessons its citizens are 
learning about personal loy- 
alties are a most hopeful 

  

  

 


