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Madam Chairpersgn and friends, in a way.I feei I am an imposter speaking

here because many of you. all of you, all the organizations have been

involved since your foundation in providing material aid, because the

comfort in materiai aid to the Liberation Movements and materiai aid to.

the liberation struggie is much wider than simply suppiying the goods

and the materiai that you have been providing. In fact, solidarityr

movements have been concerned with providing this direct form of

material aid since their fbundation. so please don't consider that ICSA.

or ICSA's role, or my presence here is an exampie of great power

chauvaniam e‘ arrogance in trying to lecture to you as to what you

should do.

It is a great pleasure to be here cn behaif sf ICSA because ICSA was set

up to assist the Liber22'5: “:c-..erts: SHAPO, the Patriotic Front and _

the ANC, to provide the Liberation Movements access to governments. to

solidarity committees. to carry out the progrannm of action adopted '

at the,very important Lisbon Conference in 1977.

I think, therefore, as a preiiminary statement one cught to reiate‘the

question of materiai aid to the poiitical dimension and the poiiticai

taSks before us. and basicaiiy materiai aid has to be seen in the

context of the poiiticai deVeispments in Scuthern Africa. By prayiding '

material aid we recognize the absoiute devotion of’solidarity'

organizations to the Liberation Movements; the Liberation Movements'

reédénition in iaw and practice as the sole representatives of the '

peoples of thee? ‘“*ritories, the right of the peopie of these territories

to determi.2 their future by all and every means available to them.

This is a very important pc'ft ~" 13 mar;Z;n because as I will try to

explain. this dimension means that there must be unconditional sunport i

for the Liberation Movements, that all our work must be determined~

by not our needs. our perspectives in our own countries, but by the

needs and the demands of the Libcr;:2:n E';vements. The conditioning

factor is sf::1y whft w" 2?: 3:1: to do in car 3w: countries and this
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is sohethihg the Liberation Movements understand and accept, but there

must be'tbtai and unconditional acceptance of the leadership provided by

the Liberation Movements, what I caii the priority of esteem in our'work

that has to be given to the Liberation Movements and this is important

where so1idarity movements are very broadly based - the provision of

materiai assistance is one way of invoiving more peop1e in solidarity work

in a very direct sense.

Secondly we must recognize that the need in Southern Africa now has-

reached staggering proportions. The violence in Zimbabwe as we heard

iast night has resu1ted in hundreds of thousands of refugees. It is

now established through the work of inter-governmenta] humanitarian

organizations that the question of hundreds of thousands of refugees,

possibiy half a million Zimbabwean refugees, is not a political factor

only. is not something espoused by the Liberation Movements. It is

objectiveiy verified by international organizations that there is a huge"

refugee probiem. In a way it is possibie to argue that every person

who lives in Southern Africa and who faces the onslaughts of apartheid

and racism, in a way every person is a refugee, but the term refugee

as we use it-are those who are displaced from their own homes. Dispiaced

from their own homes because of the activities of the racist forces,

They are displaced from their own homes, as after Soweto and in

Zimbabwe-and Namibia, because they want now to continue the struggle by

acquiring the kind of skills and training that wi11 ailow them to continue

the sttuggle. This category of refugees is a political factor of the‘

utmost importance because these young peopie who are training and

educating themselves to continue in the struggie are carrying out a duty

based ih iaw and under the jurisprudence of the United Nations on the' 7

rest of the ihternationai community. Once in fact South Africa's

admfinistration in Namibia was recognized to be illegal, there was a

duty on the ihternationai comnunity to dispiaee the iliegai regime in'

Namibia and the young peopie of SHAPO are in fact carrying out an

obligatiofl placed on the internationa] conmunity.

;
  
  



Address bx Kader Asmal 532

In the same way in Zimbabwe, once the uniiaterai deciaration of independence

was recognized in British and internationai law as i11ega1, it was a duty

on the coloniai master and subsequently a duty on the internationai

community to assist in the dispiacement of the i11ega1 regime and the

young peopie of the Patriotic Front are. therefore, in a precise sense

carrying out the job of the international conmunity and X beiieve myseif

that the provision of material aid to this category of refugees, young

people who have ieft, is a form of international reparation. It is a

form of compensation for the duty that has been broken by the international

community. And this is an important poiiticai dimension that you might

discuss in your workshops, the idea of providing reparation for not oniy

the wrongs of coloniaiism but also in a precise sense of the internationai

community having characterized the Namibian regime, the South African

administration of Namibia, as iiiegai and the Smith and subrequentiy

the Smith-Muzorewa-Haii regime as illegai, there was a historic duty on

them. And finally in relation to Southern Africa, one of the most

important 6. ‘59 United Nations representing the new

baiance of forces in the world conmunity has been the very important

Characterization that the South African regime is illegitimate. For

the first time in internationai relations an ostensibly independent

government is now being recognized, described and recognized, as an

illegitimate regime. Historicaily there is a duty to overthrow an

iiiegitimate regime. These are the categories of young people,

particuiarly since 1976. thousands of them, who have ieft South Africa to

carry out the historic duty of overthrowing the i11egit’mate regime of

South Africa.

The third category of refugees are the direct consequence of this war that

I don't have to describe to anti-apartheid activi‘ The war, for example,

in Zimbabwe where force has been used to starve a people, where as I wili

describe under the agricultural needs of the Liberation Movements,

starvation has been used, contrary to the Geneva Protocois, but the fascists

have not shown much observance of the Geneva Protocois that bind them, but

starvation has been used in eastern Zimbabwe, north eastern Zimbabwe

and now we see the closure'of the lines into Zambia - starvation is used

as a form of warfare. and our friends from the Patriotic Front wii] provide 
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the kind of evidence of the destruction of granaries, of the forced movement

of peopie to so-called protected viTTages, of the refusal of the regime

to allow them to tiTT their crops which has resulted in large scale

starvation in parts.

Then in Namibia, of course, as we know in the last six months, there has

been forcible removal of popu‘ation by the South African government, the

attempt to destroy, not onTy SHAPO as a fighting unit. but the attempt to

destroy the civilian support for SHAPO as a political unit - large scaie

vioTence, death and destruction on an extraordinary scale, when you

remember the population, or the population according to South Afriean

figures, of Namibia is 1 miTTion. The attempt in fact virtuaTTy to

restructure the population of Namibia has resulted in thousands of

Namibians fleeing to adjoining countries.

The third poiiticai aspect that we must remember is that we must mobilize

through material aid programmes internationai soiidarity for the Front

Line States. It is important particulariy in western countries because

the means for death and destruction used against Angoia, Mozambique, Zambia

and Botswana, the means for destruction are manufactured in the western

countries or are made under licence by the muitinationals operating in

South Africa. The breaches of the embargo. the arms embargo, the

breaches of the economic sanctions against Rhodesia from 1965, have

allowed these regimes to obtain their armaments and I think that all of

us here invaTved, and particularly South Africans, recognize the enormity

of the suffering of the Front Line States. The daiTy bombardments, the

fact for exampTe, that since January this year there have been 40 major

incursions by the Smith forces into Zambia, that since January this year

the iTTegaT regime has made concentrated, highly skiTTed professiona]

incursions into Mozambique, not to attack the refugees only but aiso to

destroy the economic life of Mozambique by blowing up bridges, by poisoning

welis, by ensuring that the economic infrastructure of a country on the

verge of totai liberation, on the verge of cr;ating the kind of new structures

that a1] of us concerned about Africa woqu approve of. This is a direct

poiiticai chaTTenge to the worid. The Front Line States are being attacked

with the intention of destabiiization. Quite clearly the poiiticai motive
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15 not 9n]y to destroy the refugee camps, to destroy the f1ght1ng cabacity

of the Liberation Movements, but t9 destab1112e. and we need through our

mater1a1 a1d progranmes spec1f1ca11'y. to inform public op1n1on of the

grav1ty of the war situat1on that the Front Line States face and the danger

thatSouth Africa poses to woer peace. Th1s 15 a very 1mbortant Area

'efeour-work and 1t needs, as I w111_try to exp1a1n in a moment, 1n our

publ1c1ty and in our mater1a1, to focus special attention-because the

extent of human suffering and hardship 1n the Front Line States has been

stagger1ng. The reports one gets from.a1d agenc1es, internationaT

agenc1es. apart from the Liberation Movements, the reports about the;

suffering of the Front Line States staggers the imagination. Of course

there 15 another reason why there should be emphas1s on the attacks on

the Front L1ne~States and that 15 that these Front Line States have pTaced

themselves at the'serv1ce othhe Liberation Movements and therefore,'they

are part of the liberation struggle of Southern Africa.

The fourth point I woqu 11ke to make 15 the need for adequate prov1s1on of

materiaT aid to the L1berat1on Movements. The adequacy of the need W111 be

determ1ned by the L1berat10n Movements. The only qua11fy1ng factor, as

I mentioned for 5011dar1ty ronrttees 15 our own capacity to raise the

k1nds of money and the mater1a1 aid the L1berat10n Movements require.

There 15 a1sa an important p011t1ca1 d1mens1on here too and that 15 the

needs must be determined by the Liberation Movements, that the 31d must

be channe11ed through the L1berat10n Movements and there must be an absence

of paterna115m 1n the kind of aséistance that 15 brov1ded to the Liberation

Movements, that the ass1stance 15 for the rehab111tat10n, 1t 15 for the

deveIopment of the peoples of Southern Africa who are refugees.

F1fth1y, ICSA particuTarTy be11eves that there must be 1nternat10na1

co-operat1on between sc.1dar1ty movements 1n meeting these needs. This

conference, of course, 15 part1cu1ar1y concerned w1th co-operation on a _

Canada-wide bas1s 1n prov1d1ng the needs of the various Liberation Movements.

ICSA is concerned to ensure that there 15 collaboration at an 1nternat10na1

leveT and var1ous proposa1s have been made, for example, in such matters

as shjpping goods, 1n such matters as w111 be d1scussed 1n the workshops.
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such matters as central purchasing and other forms of collaboration where

ICSA and other international agencies work with the Liberation Movements

to provide for the kind of structure where there is the least amount of

waste and the greatest amount of co-ordination.

From this political aspect I come to the more direct aspect and you will

find that the kind of material assistance that is required by the Liberation

Movements have been clearly stated by them. Earlier this year, ICSA had

a workshop in Holland on material aid to the Liberation Movements and we had

representatives from the Southern African Liberation Movements who came

directly from the field and described the needs of the Liberation Movements

in the different areas which I will mention in a moment. But we also

had papers from SHAPO, from the Patriotic Front and from the ANC, papers

covering the different areas of need. The areas of need which I will

describe very broadly are more precisely discussed and which will answer

nnst of your questions, in the bulletin issued by ICSA which will be

circulated at the end of my introduction. But I want to describe under

broad headings the kind of material assistance the Liberation Movements

now are expecting in co-ordination with their own material aid sections

both outside and in Southern Africa.

All the Liberation Movements have established schools or provided facilities

for educating the thousands of refugees. The question of education is

particularly important because the vast majority of the refugees are young

children. All the Movements recognize that the children, being children

of racist regimes, need the kind of education that will prepare them for

liberation-and the new dynamic in the education is education for freedom.

For example, the ANC in its Solomon Mahlangu School 4 brochures for this

are available - has tried to provide the kind of integrated democratic

basis for the education that no South African, regardless of his colour,

obtains inside South Africa. 50 that in fast providing assistance for

educational needs of the Liberation Movements means also that there is an

additional dimension, the dimension of liberation and education. The

need is particularly impcrtant in the transit camps and, of course, in the

liberated areas of Zimbabwe where the Liberation Movements are providing

for what the Irish call "hedge" schools. When schools were illegal in

Ireland, instruction in the Irish language, there were "hedge“ schools.
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The ICSA bu11et1n describes in detai] the kinds of needs that can be met.

May I just say here brieny that western European 5011dar1ty movements

have found that the possibility of responding to the educational needs has

meant that teachers' unions have been invoTved in adopt1ng prouects.

Schools have adopted projects in the d1fferent countr1es which has meant that

for the first time sections of the conmunity not prev1ou51y 1nv01ved in

Southern Afr1ca are able, by adopt1ng a project, to 1nv01ve themseTves

more sharply in the struggle in Southern Africa.

I mentioned the use of starvation as a miTitary method by the 111ega1 regime

in Zimbabwe. Again in a country with such Targe agricultural resources

as'Canada, the Liberat1on Movements want assistance of various kinds.

They want, for example, tractors, they want ploughs. they want seeds.

”‘Sbme 'of these can be purchased in the donor country, others can be purchased

1n Africa. Aga1n, th1s 15 an attempt to get groups not part1cu1ar1y

progressive, like farmers' organizations and farmers' Toca1s, involved in

the provision of material assistance to the Liberation Movements. He

found, especially in H011and, that farmers“ groups were prepared to adopt

one scheme. a reaTistic scheme, Tike purchasing a plough, for a particu1ar

refugee camp. Again, the Leiden document provides detaiTs as to what the

Liberation Movements want and how some of these projects have been

compIeted in different countries. You in Canada, largely through the

ANC, have been involved in the provision of health and particu1ar1y, in

the provision of drugs and meeting some of the heaTth needs of the T

Liberation Movements. Th1s, of course, is a primary obligation. The

'virtUal absence of facilities for remedial, preventive, corrective

treatment, the need for drugs at the most e1ementary 1eve1, the need for

drugs through medical kits for the combatants who are themseTves; of course,

waTking doctors in the different zones in which they operate. '

The need is self-evident and here again your own invoTvement in different

parts Of Canada will provide the kind of experience as to how to coiordinate

what 15 oby10u§1y a very urgent and immediate need. The ICSA document

provides a 11St of the kinds of drugs that are urgently needed, the kinds

of drugs that can be purchased 1n Canada and ICSA wi11 prov1de assistance

for other groups it you want such co—ordination. I must impress on you
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the very urgent need for providing assistance under this heading. Ne

ourselves in Ire1and have been especia11y concerned in providing for the

needs of the young babies in Ango1a where there_is a crying need for

facilities for babies who have been born in the 1ast two or three years.
We are providing especia11y assistance to the young women_in Ango1a

and in case you are not aware, some forms of assistance which is not J

provided may mean that women are not mobi1e and this whole prob1em came
up sharp1y at Leiden - the provisiz; of tampons for examp1e which a110ws
for mobi1ity and without such assistance our young peop1e are not mobi1e
in a large territory in Africa. Here again, there are opportunities f0?
different groups to adopt different kinds of approaches as far as hea1th
is concerned.

There are otheh forms of materie] assistance apart from education, agricu1ture,
hea1th,>c1othing and that is in re1ation to such matters as publications
and communication, Here there is materie1 assistance of two;kinds: one
direct materia1 assistance to the Liberation Movements in tenns of posters,
pub1icity materia1 that they wil1 use themse1ves, and so1idarity groups
in Europe in partieu1ar have provided this assistance by being responsib1e
for the 1ayout, the printing of posters, brochures, etc. which the
Liberation Movements have themselves used. This is particu1ar1y important
in terms, for example, of the e1ections of one kind or another in Namibia
and Zimbabwe. They also need assistance and material for the broadcasts

the Liberation Movements make through the free radios - an urgent task

to provide materia1 in the form of cassettes, recorders and communications

and the Liberation Movements have we1comed support from so1idarity committees

in this regard. I

The.other form of assistance is that in a11 the countries in which we work
the mass media are contro11ed by monopo1ies or monopo1ies that have c1ose

1inks with the co1onia1ist forces. Ne have found, and ICSA has encouraged.
this, and ICSA' 5 next con.erence in Stockho1m wi11 discuss the initiative

on this theme that there shou1d be a kind of free Southern Afric agency

which wi11 be responsib1e_for supp1ying information _to the media. We are
very aware, as a11 of us who have to work in the western countries. first

of a11 of the racist nature of the infirmation that emerges from the press  
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agencies; the distortions that appear in major newspapers who have

correspondents in Southern Afrida, ahd most important of a11, the ease

with which the S’uth African embassies are abie to have access to

newspapehs, to oontroi the news that'emerges, to pUbiish the kinds of

publicity materiai hnd'advertisements ffom the South Afritan embassies.

We do not have the resources ihdiyiduaily to combat suoh propaganda but

it is possibTe for solidarity organizations, and'the Liberationrbvements

ask soliderity'orgahizations to pay speciai attefition to the fact that
the redia does hot phetend to be neutral in reiation to Southern Africa.

Take for exambie the whoie distor ?on of the;v' :tion of the Patriotic

Front in its political demahds in London judged from the distorted

presentation of the armed struggle of the Zimbabwean peopie persistently

and consistentiy in our media. Therefore, the Eiberation Movements wiii

expect-soiidarity organizations to attempt to combat this and it is possible

that emerging out of the Stockholm Conference there may be an attempt to

set up a news agency.

I shouid mention here that the action that is taken by some ahti-apartheid

movements to stop pubiicity materiai from the South African government

being printed is something that I wouid like to reconmend to CCSA, Where

through our friends in the trade union movement and through threatened

industriai action and appeals to the newspapers, some countries have

stopped, sbiidarity nnvements have stopped,certain1y the printing of the

propaganda materia] from the South African embassies.

Materiai aid aiso means the use of exhibitions, particuiariy the exhibitions

prepared by the International Defence and Aid Fund, concerned with

different phases of the struggle. The Liberation Movements in particular

have supported the photographic representation of the struggle for use

by them and for solidarity work and ICSA has supported in its Leiden

discussions the use of exhibitions prepared by IDAF in particular and by

other international organizations.

I wil] end by saying that there is one form of assistance that I have not

referred to and that is that there are organizations and movements that

provide assistance, humanitarian assistance, to poiiticai prisoners and to

provide for 1egai defence for political prisoners. The Liberation  



  

Address by Kader Asmai £10} 'I .J --,}2 . :

Movements have supported the idea that where legality provides for the saving

of 1ives for a focus of international pubiicity around major trials, then

these combatants should be protected and defended, and I bring to your

attention the particular work of the IDAF which has been a pioneer in this-v

area of providing assistance to political prisoners, their famiiies and
legal aid.' The IDAF's work is again determined by the needs of the

Liberation Movements. In particuiar I mention, because it is relevant

to do so, that the Defence and Aid Fund is launching a campaign - Children

into Exile - and I mereiy mention this as one example of how we can assist

the Liberation Movements. This is a new publication by IDAF which looks

entireiy at the position of the children in the refugee camps and their

special needs. It is e good way during the remainder of Internationa]
Year of the Child to focus attention on the piight of the chiidren.>

I end, therefore, by saying that of course materiai aid has a humanitarian

element in-it. There are many agencies and others that were formed to

provide assistance on humanitarian grounds. We must respect this and

support the provision of material assistance strictly on humanitarian

grounds. For others who are invoived in solidarity work it is part of

our assistance to the Liberation Movements, it is part of the duty that

history has imposed on us to assist in the liberation of the people of

Southern Africa. It is a proud duty to present this demand and I know

that all of you have responded so meaningfuiiy aiready. But I must end

with a demand - we must develop the quaiity and the nature of the work

and as we were toid by the comrade from the Patriotic Front, the real

struggle in Southenn Africa is about to begin.

 

 


