
 

@M\QGI‘> cows 16  
REPORT ON ‘II-IE THIRD CONGRESS OF 11m mmfibn OF CUBAN worm

Dear Gomedes, I, . 1 ‘ ‘ _> 1,

I attended the 3111. Cangross 9f. the Federet19n of Cuben Women 1which

started on the 5th to tho 18121191’ March in Havana, Cuba, 'Ihe 09111619515

was attended. by delregatee fr91m the following cguntriee:

Representatives of the Women's Intemat1onal Democratie Federation

(UHF), Afghanistan, Angola, Algeria, Argentine, Benin, Bulgaria,1_ Cape

Verde Islands, Canadaflolumbia, People‘s Republic of Congo, Korea,

Costa Rica, Czechositovakia, 1011119, Cyprus, Eeuador, m Salvador, 5

Spain, United States of Amer1oa, Ethifipia, France, Granada, Greece,

Gtfinea—Bissaug Guatemala, Guyana, Italy1,1H91ndu1‘as_, India,111’.raq_,

Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, P91an1d, Poztugal, Denecret1c _Repub11110 of

Sahara, Democratic Republic of Germany, Federal Repfiblic of Gomarv, V

DominicanRepublic, anania, 1Sa,o Tome, Syr1a,Um, Venezuela,

Yugoelavia,_=Zembia end V1etnam and Tanzania. From the liberation

movemente there werealso 1delegates. _1 V ‘

About 2,000delegates from the 14 provinces of Cuba representing 1 1 11

the 2,5 million members of the Federat19n of Cuban _Tfomen participated V

in the Congress; Other delegatesca1me frqm 151196.911 end Yemen and the ‘

Soviet Union. .111

The Congress was opened W Comrade._Uilma Fbpin de Castro! Preement

of the Fedqation of Cuben h"ou_1,e_.n1,131,ahd member: _of the Central Cemmittee

of the Commi'st Party of Cube and 9f the (101190111.of Mirfisfigars O_n the 1 11

morning,91fIaréh theg-51gh. Present at the(1prand othefq.sessions 191‘1 ‘

4351‘ r 1i

the Congrese were Comrades President Fidel: Castrb‘, Raul Castro, men1bers

of the Polit Mean and of the Central Conmittee of the Gommmist Party

of Cuba. Comrade Vilma Espin de Castro opened the Congress by reading

the Central rep9z1-t 9f the Federation which was later unazmnouslg

adopted by local delegates 1:9 the Congress.

 

The 3rd C9ngress of the Federatien of Cuban Women evalfiatedithe

work done 'by the Federation since its last Congress in 1974 and laid
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It stated in its final declaration that the Federation of Cuban Uomen will:

- fiork hard to raise the 1deo10gical and political level of women; '1 H

- Stress theneed for béth men and.men to fully- partmipate iiithe

building ands‘tfengthenfIng"‘of Somalism 1nthe country, " ‘ ‘

— Create institutions and services to ease the work 0fchlldfloare and‘

householdrespons1b111t1ea ofthe Human workers; ' ' " .. V:

- Encourage thefull part101pat1on ofwomenin'thé écenomfc life of

-,

the emmtzw;

ministry of ‘pu“bi1ehealth;

- Involve as mamr Sodia‘l?Torkers to combat cz‘ime in the country,

- Fulfill and Ic-arry out all tasks sét out by theParty;

The Congress statedin conclusion that the respect of the rights

of the peoples of the world is oné’ of the fuzfiamental ways of ensuring

world peace and international detente. It ‘also severely condemned the

simster manoemnt-es and machinations of imperialism and reaction in

whipping up tensions in Ehu'epe.” It denounced the NATO wanhongers for

continuing with the production of weapons 6f mass destruotlon, and for -‘

supporting rcist regimes in smrthernAfrica, the fiietatorships in

Latin America and the Zionist regime in Israel. ‘

TheCo'ngresépledgedtb'cont1nue its uneqtuvocal support and

assistance tethepeopiesstiil under the yoke of racist'oppression and

fascist terror. It'congratulated thepeoples of the c'ountrie‘s of "

Angola, Ethiopia, Iran Nicaragua, Granada, Afghanistafl and now recently '

born Zimbabye who have pierced the shackles of coionialism andfasa1sm .. I

since itslastmeetmb in1974.

The Third Congressof theFederation of Cuban Women was closed on

the 8th of Marchby Comrade President Fidel Castro, leader of the " “

Cuban revolutioh; who spoke abeut the role of women inthe revolution.

Jessica‘ Mehare:

20 March, 1980. 



 

 

MESSAGE DRIVERED BY JESSICA MONARE, DELEGATE TO THE THIRD CONGRESS

OF THE FEDERATION OF CUBAN TFOMEN, ON BEHALF OF ‘IHE ANC TTOMEN'S SECTION
YW

Comrade Fidel Castro,

Comrades of the Central Committee,

Distinguished delegates,

Comrades and Friends,

Allow me to extend W heartfelt gratitude to the Cuban women, the

Party and people of Cuba for the warm hospitality accorded to me

since nv arrival to this importand Congress: On behalf of the millions

of fighting women of South Africa, the ?.?omen's Section of the African

National Congress and the entire membership of the ANC (SA), I greet

you all.

We feel honoured to have been invited to the 3rd. Congress bf the

Federation of Cuban Women. For we have not only learnt from the great

storehouse of experienee of Cuban women, but we also draw immense

inspiration and courage frorfi the tremendous advances made by Cuban

women since the overthrOwaJ. of the brutal Batista regime in 1959,

and the creation of a, new social order. The Oppressed people of South

Africa. are follwing with admiration the giant strides taken by the

heroic women of Ghba in building and securing a safe and prosperi‘ms I

path for the mture generations. The infinite comitment of the

revolutionary people and worhen of Cuba to the struggle of the oppressed

and down—trodden people makes them natural allies of the fighting

women and people of South Africa.

Comrades, _ _

_ The raois‘t‘minority rengnencontinues- toii‘perpetuate a system

of inefifial‘ity and} the pppreesion'of the overwhehning majority of the

population, the'black people. T'hereas women the ‘worid over are

striving to build a new life, we in SOuth Aflica are forced to resort

to armed struggle as a precondition for the uprooting of the apartheid

regime. We are vigorously fighting against forced removals, the

separation of fimilies and other brutal acts carried out by the regime

of apartheid for the implementation of apartheid. In almost all

major political trials and workers' strikes, taking place in SOuth

Africa today, our militant women are at the forefront.
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Comrades ,

Let me take this ozpoz‘tunity 'to 3.15 o extend our sincerergrati‘bude '

1:0 progressive, danocra'tic and peaca—lovin- women the‘ world

over for having served as :1 source of inspiration by remkrn‘r

material 8110. mcra1 511ng‘1: to 1w. 1.3' Urzuro you our continued

dedication to thes'fmgfie ' .n, co1onialism 311:1 interna-

'tional imperialism until 11-101: y"1., cchieved. Te also call upon

you tointensify your 011(131‘1171‘2111131 the 3:0m0nof South Afrioaabyt .

‘1. Domcmhnrj 1:110 rele'vteof Comrade James flange, 1:110 “outh

African patriot condemned 1:0 the fasciut 331101-18 for

daring' 120 V (3111 1‘01‘ 1;‘~'c libérafion of his people.

Demantrz‘uv the release 01"‘cll political 91-18011ch in

South 311'r10“, a large n‘:'abcr of whom are women.

And. last "nut non 10351, we 111811121100.13.11 woman all success 1:1 your

3rd Congress. "'0 ore convincrxl

better equipporlu: more deteminec‘. teuoon‘fi nue1:110 Sim;310 3.3311131:

all forms of diSCriminz1ion, opprc 31033116. expioit1310:; for

froodom, poemsand. social progress.
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