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THE MASTER OF CEREMONY

LEADERS OF THE ANC YOUTH LEAGUE

COHRADES AND FRI ENDS
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IT G VES ME THE GREATEST PLEASURE AND A SENSE OF HONOUR TO
ADDRESS THE LAUNCHI NG RALLY OF THE ANC YOUTH LEAGUE I N

THE NORTHERN TRANSVAAL. NOT SO LONG AGO, WHEN HE VI SI TED YOUR
REG ON, HE TOOK THAT OPPORTUNI TY TO STRESS THE | MPORTANT ROLE
THE PEOPLE OF THI'S REG ON HAVE PLAYED I N THE HI STORY AND
DEVELOPMENT OF OUR STRUGGLES. DURI NG THE HARS OF RESI STANCE,
GREAT LEADERS SUCH AS THULARE, NGUNGUNYANE, SEKHUKHUNI AND
OTHERS HALKED THESE REALHS. HERO NES SUCH AS HADI NOGE AND OUR
OMN CHARLOTTE HAXEKE HERE NURTURED | N THESE PARTS. TODAY I T
IS I N THEI R MEMORY THAT HE SALUTE YQU, THAT HE PAY

HOHAGE TO ALL THOSE FROM THI S REG ON WHO HAVE LAI D DOVW

THEI R LI VES OVER MANY LONG YEARS SO THAT OUR COUNTRY AND
PEOPLE COULD BE DELI VERED FROM BONDAGE.
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VWHEN HE LAUNCHED THE ANC YOUTH LEAGUE I N THE EARLY 40's, VE
HERE ALL DRI VEN BY A DESI RE TO HARNESS THE | NEXHAUSTI BLE POCL
OF YOUTHFUL ENERGY - THE BLESSI NG OF EVERY NATI ON, FCR
PURPOSES OF REI NFORCI NG AND REVI TALI SI NG THE RANKS OF OUR
GREAT ORGANI SATION THE ARC. HE DI D SO FULLY CONSCI QUS OF THE
FACT THAT THE ANC HAS THE TRUE STANDARD BEARER OF THE FREEDOM
STRUGGLE FOR ALL CUR PEOPLE. AS WE HAD HOPED, THE YOUTH
LEAGUE ADDED THE NECESSARY | HPETUS TO THE BU LDI NG OF A MASS
POPULAR OFFENSI VE THAT HERALDED THE ERA OF MORE PROHI NENT

I NVOLVEMENT OF YOUTH ACROSS THE | DEOLOG CAL DI VIDE I N THE



STRUGGLE FOR NATI ONAL LI BERATI ON. OUR YOUTH LEAGUE, MORE THAN
ANY OTHER, PRODUCED ABLE AND ASTUTE POLI TI CAL FI GURES | N THE
LI KES OF NELSON HANDELA, ANTON LUHBEDE, H SISULU, R SOBUKHE,
AND MANY OTHERS.

TODAY HE LOOK BACK W TH PRI DE AT THE | HHEASURABLE CONTRI BUTI ON
MADE BY YOUTH LEAGUERS OVER THE DECADES. | T WAS THE YOUTH
LEAGUE WHI CH HAS AT THE CENTRE OF | NCESSANT DEBATE THAT HELPED
TO TRANSFORM THE ANC | NTO A SCOLI D HASS- BASED MOVEMENT OF

NATI ONAL LI BERATI ON. DURI NG THE DEFI ANCE CAMPAI GN AND OTHER

H LI TANT CAMPAI GNS LEADI NG TO THE ADOPTI ON COF OUR PROGRAMVE
THE FREEDOM CHARTER, AND BEYOND, | T HAS MEMBERS OF THE YOUTH
LEAGUE WHO HERE ALWAYS | N THE FOREFRONT. AND WHEN THE TI ME
CAME TO REVI EW OUR STRATEG ES I N THE BAKE OF HEI GHTENED
REPRESSI ON AT THE CLOSE OF THE 50’ s ONCE AGAIN I T HAS MEMBERS
OF OUR YQUTH LEAGUE HHO HEARTEHED TO THE CALL TO FORM AND
EXPAND THE RANKS OF OUR PECPLE S ARMY, UHKHOHTO HE SI ZHE. THE
GLORI QUS HI STOCRY OF UHKHONTO HE SIZHE IS I N HORE HAYS THAN
ONE, THE HI STORY OF OUR GALLANT YQUTH. LET US ALSO PO NT OUT
THE FACT THAT MANY I N THE LEADERSH P OF THE ARC HERE NURTURED
AND HOULDED | N THE RANKS CF THE YOUTH LEAGUE.
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WHAT THEN IS THE YOUTH LEAGUE AND WHAT SHOULD | TS RCLE BE?
THE ANC YOUTH LEAGUE |'S THAT FORVATI ON W THI N THE BROAD
ORGANI SATI ONAL STRUCTURE OF THE ANC WHI CH RElI NFORCES AND
REPLENI SHES OUR MOVEMENT. W THI N I TS RANKS | S FOUND THE CREAM
OF OUR YOUNG CADRESHI P AS WELL AS THOSE WHO BY VI RTUE OF AGE
CANNOT AS YET QUALIFY FOR FULL MEMBERSHI P OF THE ARC. ALL OF
THESE CONSTI TUTE THE BEDROCKS OF OUR NATI ONAL LI BERATI ON



MOVEMENT, THEY ARE DEDI CATED SHOCK- TROOPS OF OUR STRUGGLE FOR
FREEDOM AND JUSTI CE. THI S FACT MORE THAN ANY OTHER EXPLAI NS
VWHY THE ANC YOUTH LEAGUE, NOW AS | N THE PAST, SHOULD LEAD BY
FORCE OF EXAMPLE- | T SHOULD ASSUME CENTRE- STAGE | N THE EFFORT
TO FORM A BROAD YOUTH FRONT OF SCQUTH AFRI CA. OQUR OWN HI STORY
COWPELS US TO BELI EVE THAT NO ONE IS BETTER QUALI FI ED THAN THE
YOUTH TO TAKE ON THE MAMMOTH YET NOBLE RESPONSI BI LI TY. THE
YOUTH MUST, THEREFCRE BE AT THE FOREFRONT OF THE STRUGGLE.

W THOUT TH'S, OUR ENDEAVOUR TO BU LD A GENUI NE NATI ONAL

UNI TY REMAI N FURTHER FROM US.

DEAR COHRADES, | T SHOULD BE OBVI QUS THAT ONLY W TH A STRONG
AND HELL- ORGANI SED YOUTH LEAGUE CAN OUR OBJECTI VES BE

ATTAI NED.  YOCUR MOVEMENT AND YOUR PECPLE EXPECT YOU TO HAVE
EHERCED FROM THI S REA ONAL CONGRESS BETTER EQUI PPED TO

MBI LI SE AND ORGANI SE FOR A STRONGER YOUTH ORGANI SATI ON OF THE
ANC. HE HOPE THAT YOUR LODESTAR HI LL REMAI N THE LI BERATI ON OF
OUR COUNTRY, AS THIS I S THE OVERRI DI NG VI SION OF ALL MEN AND
WOMEN OF CONSCI ENCE BOTH I N OQUR COUNTRY AND ABRQOAD.

N THI'S CONNECTI ON, YOU SHOULD CONSCI QUSLY PARTI Cl PATE | N THE
DEVELOPMENT OF EFFECTI VE STRATEG ES THAT HUST LEAD US TO OUR
GOAL. AS IS HELL KNOWN THE ANC IS AT THIS PO NT IN TI ME

SElI ZED H TH THE PROBLEM OF KEEPI NG THE PROCESS COF NEGOTI ATI ONS
ON TRACK. SEVERAL DI FFI CULTI ES STILL CONFRONT US I N THI S
REGARD. THE PRI NCl PAL ONES EHANATE FROM THE REG HE' S

PREVARI CATI ON AND RELUCTANCE TO HONOUR AGREEMENTS REACHED
BETWEEN | TSELF AND THE AHC. THEY DO SO I N COVPLETE DEFI ANCE

OF BOTH THE HARARE DECLARATI ON AND THE UN CONSENSUS DOCUMENTS.
ALL THIS PO NT I N ONE DI RECTI ON AND THAT | S, THE GOVERNVENT



'S PLAYING H TH TI ME HOPI NG TO TIRE OQUT THE LI BERATI ON
MOVEMENT | N THE PROCESS COHSOLI DATI NG | TS SI DE BY DRAW NG I N
VACI LLATORS AND COLLABORATIONI STS. IN THI S HAY THE REG ME
FALSELY HOPES TO ONE DAY EHERGE AS THE MAJORI TY PARTY AT THE
NEGOT| ATI NG TABLE.

VI EWMED AGAI NST THI S BACKGROUND, THE ACUTE URGENCY OF THE
PATRI OTI C FRONT CANNOT BE OVER- EHPHASI SED. HE MUST GO TO THE
PATRI OTI C FRONT CONFERENCE DRI VEN BY A DESI RE TO PROCEED FROM
THERE, SCLIDLY UNI TED AROUND THE COVMON ASPI RATI OHS OF THE
MAJORI TY OF SQUTH AFRICANS. I T IS TH S PATRI OTI C FRONT THAT
SHOULD LAY THE FOUNDATI ON OF FRU TFUL DEBATE AT THE ENVI SAGED
ALL- PARTY CONGRESS. THE ARC YOUTH NO LESS THAN ANY OTHER
ORGANI SATI ON | S EXPECTED TO PUT | TS MARK ON THE CHARACTER AND
DI RECTI ON OF BOTH FORUMS.
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WE HAVE TO PLACE BEFCRE THE ALL PARTY CONGRESS A COMPREHENSI VE
ARGUMENT FOR A TRANSI TI ONAL GOVERNI NG MECHANI SM THAT HI LL
ENJOY THE SUPPCORT OF ALL OUR PECPLE | RRESPECTI VE OF COLOUR OR
| DECLOG CAL PERSUASI OH. HE MUST SEEK TO CONVI NCE THE ALL
PARTY CONGRESS TO AGREE THAT THAT MECHANI SM CAN ONLY BE THE

| NTERI M GOVERNMENT AS ENVI SAGED | N THE HARARE DECLARATI ON. HE
BELI EVE, AS HE DO, THAT THE | NTERI M GOVERNMENT SHOULD

CONSTI TUTE THE PRI NCl PAL GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TY TO OVERSEE THE
PROCESS OF CONSTI TUTI ONAL NEGOTI ATI ONS TOMRDS AN ELECTED
CONSTI TUENT ASSEMBLY. IN OTHER WORDS | N THE | NTERVENI NG

PERI OD BETHEEN THE ALL PARTY CONGRESS AND THE TI ME WHEN THE
CONSTI TUENT ASSEMBLY SHALL COHCLUDE | TS BUSI NESS THERE CAN BE



NO OTHER SOVEREI GN AUTHORI TY QUTSI DE THE | NTERI M GOVERNMENT.

I T I'S | HPERATI VE, THEREFORE, THAT EVERY HONEST AND S| NCERE
SQUTH AFRI CAN SHOULD WORK DOUBLY HARD TO ENSURE THAT THE

| NTERI M GOVERNMVENT BECOMES THE TOCL OF ELI M NATI NG FEAR AND
CONQUERI NG HI STRUST. WE HAVE TO USE THE PERI OD OF TRANSI TI ON
TO SCH THE SEEDS OF TRUE DEMOCRATI SATI ON AND LAY AN UNSHAKABLE
FOUNDATI ON FOR THE FUTURE.

3H, PATH HE ARE PRQJECTI HG W LL NOT BE W THOUT PROBLEMS.
ALREADY THERE ARE THOSE WHO ARE CASTI NG ASPERSI ONS FROH THE
SI DELI NES. THERE ARE ALSO THOSE WHO NEVER LEAVE THE
BOARDROCOHS WHERE THEY PLOT THE DEFEAT OF THE STRUGGLE FOR
DEHOCRACY. THEY MUST BE THHARTED BY THE UNI TED STRENGTH OF
THE PEOPLE, BLACK AND WHI TE.

MORE THAT EVER BEFORE OUR COUNTRY NEEDS ALL RCOUND CO- OPERATI OH
BETWEEN OURSELVES AND EVERY ADHERENT OF DEMOCRACY AND NON-
RACI ALI SH - BE THEY I N BUSINESS, THE CI VIL SERVI CE, RELI G ON,
LABOUR, EDUCATI ON, SPORTS AND CULTURE, RURAL COLLECTI VES AND
TRADI TI ONAL STRUCTURES OF HEREDI TY AND OTHERW SE. HE NEED
STRONGER BONDS OF SOLI DARI TY AMONGST OURSELVES | F WE ARE TO
SUCCEED. | TAKE THI S CPPORTUNI TY TO PO NT OUT THE FACT THAT
THERE ARE STILL DI STURBI NG | NADEQUACI ES I N THI S REGARD.

WE ALSO SEI ZE THI S OPPORTUNI TY TO CHARGE THE YOUTH IN TH S
REG ON W TH THE DUTY OF ENSURI NG THE PROTECTI ON OF THE

POSI TI VE VALUES OF OQUR TRADI TI ONAL HERI TAGE. WE HAVE TO
ASSURE CUR COVMUNI TI ES AND CUR TRADI TI ONAL LEADERS

THAT THE BANNER OF THE ANC FLIES, AS IT HAS DONE SI NCE 1912,
ALSO IN THEI R NAME AND | NTEREST. THI S WE CAN DO BY FORCE OF
EXAMPLE. IN TH S REGARD MEMBERS OF THE YOUTH LEAGUE CANNOT



AFFCRD TO BE DI SRESPECTFUL COR EVEN TO BE SEEN TO BE

PATRONI SI NG THE ELDERS I N OQUR COMMUNI TI ES.

IT IS TRUE THAT WVE HAVE TO PROVI DE LEADERSHI P ON MANY KEY

| SSUES CONFRONTI NG OQUR NATI ON TODAY. BUT THI S LEADERSH P
SHOULD HANI FEST I N THE FORM OF PERSUATI ON RATHER THAN THROUGH
COHPULSI ON. VVE HAVE TO EXPLAI N THAT THE BUI LDI NG OF

ORGANI SATI ON I N VI LLAGES AND HOVESTEADS |S I N THE FI NAL
ANALYSI S Al HED AT SECURI NG THE BI RTHRI GHTS OF

THE PEOPLE. HE MJST BE PREPPARED TO DO THI S TI ME AND AGAI N AND
NEVER TI RE.

THI'S IS THE MESSACE THAT MJUST PERHEATE THE MOBI LI SATI ON
CAMPAI GN OF THE ANC YOQUTH LEAGUE THROUGHOUT THE AREAS OF THE
THE GREAT NORTH. HE DO NOT BELI EVE THAT ANY FREEDOM FI GHTER
HORTHY OF THAT NAME, SHOULD PARTAKE OR EVEN ENCOURACE THE
KILLI NG OF THEI R OAN PEOPLE ON SUSPI CI ON THAT THEY MAY BE

I NVOLVED I N HHI TCHCRAFT. | F THERE ARE ANY CONRADES WHO ARE

I NVOLVED IN THE 30 CALLED H TCH HURTS THEY MJST DESI ST FROM
THI'S FORTHHI TH. CUR WAR | S AGAI NST THE SYSTEM OF APARTHEI D
AND NOT AGAI NST OUR PECPLE.

LET US MOVE FORWARD TO FREEDOM AS ONE.

VICTORY IS IN SI GHT !

HAATLA |

HATLI VBA !

END



