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1 sible for the maltreatment ’

of i det ai nees; that those de- -

In al report into the com

plaints of its fom er detainees

the African National Con-

gress has accepted ultimate

responsibility for the human

ri ghts abuses thich took

pl ace in the novenents

settlenents dun'n g its years

of exile.

I n an approach which

differs markedly fromthe

way Swapo regarded its own

former detainees the AN C

has reconmended that ur-

gent attention be given to

dealing with those respon-

tained without trial should

have t heal | egau’ ons agai nst

them wi t hdrawn and de

served a cl ear-1apol ogy for

all fthose who suffered mal -

treat ment shoul d receive

nonet ary conpensati on.

ghe ANC s conmi ssi on

into the detai nee | ssue al so

said that an independent

structure which coul d docu-

nment cases 'of abuse and

i nvestigate allegations of

nur der and di sappear ance

shoul d be consi dered

The conmi ssion found the

itgravest abuses" had been
perpretrated in the ANG s

canps in Angol a, Tanzani a.

"and- Uganda agai nst sus-

pected infiltrators and

agents. -

Those detained in the

ANC s Quatro canp in-

Angol a were kept w thout -

trial for long periods under

shocki ng physical conditions -

and were deni ed adequate

health treatment. ii The

i nmat es, _ whet her convicted

of any offence or not, were

"deni gr at ed; hum 1li ated and

abused, often with stagger-

ing brutality. "

The repon al so reveal s that

after the 1984 Quatro nu-

ti nyt hosewho rebel bdwere V

sum nanly executed. The

cOmi ssi On added that it

ANC faces up to its tdetai nee saga

heard harrow ng accounts

of torture to extract confes-

sions from det ai nees.

Former MK chief of staff

Chris Hani described to the

conmi ssion his revul sion on

learning in the md- 1980s

about detention without tria

in the canps. He descri bed

sone of the menbers of the

ANC s security departnent



as weally vicious".
iiWe were left with an
joverall inpression that for
the better part of the 1980 3
there existed a situation of
exnaor di naty abuse of power
and | ack of accountabilityfi
said the report.

Head .of the XANCis a
i Deaprtrnent of Intelligence
an'd Security untilj’ 1987,
MW Piliso, candidly
admitted to the comm ssion
hi spersonal parti ci pationin
the beating of suspects in
1981 saying" it was justi-. ,
tied 011- the basis that he
wanted i nformation at any
1
casl, ,
Piljso 3 name was the only
one released in the report in :
connection with abuses, but
the report enphasi sed that
several peopl e agai nst whom,5
serious allegations of bru-
tality had. been levelled were
currently enployed in the
AN C s security departnent.
SA Communi st party
chairperson Joe Slovo said f
at Mondayi s press confer- 3"
"ence that the task of decid- 7;
ing guilt should be under- 3:
taken by an interimg’ ovenL
ment .
He called on the Nationa
Party government to foll ow
the ANCi s exanple and
annQunpe their crines and
accept colleetive responsi-.
bility for them ANC Secre-
tary CGeneral Cyril Rama-_
phosa said the ANC was
norally ifhead and shoul -
ders above the governnent"
in ternms of honesty and
openes’s’.
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SPURRED on by the ANGs handling of its de-
tai nee issue, two organi sations representing
ex- N am i bi andet ai nees yesterday urged Swapo
to cone to gripswith its own tspy dramat once
and for all;

The Patriotic Unity Move-
nment (PUM and the Politi-
cal Consultative Conmit-

tee (PCC) of ex-detainees
have urged the ruling party
to foll ow the MOS exanpl e

in South Africa.

Last week an internal ANC
comm ssi on recomended

that those wxongly inprise
oned and mistreated in its
canps should have all alle-
gations agai nst them
dropped, receive a form
apol ogy and financial com
pensation. The organisation
also said it was considering
recomendng an i ndepend_
51R. E1627?

ent investigation into the
whol e i ssue.

Inline with this, Swapo
shoul d set up an investiga-
tion into its inprisonnment
of Nam biens in canps in

nei ghboui i dg’ bounui et he

two Nam bi an groups said.
They are al so demandi ng
danmages.

Yest erday PUM Presi dent

En’c Biwa told The Nam b-
ian that be appreciated the
hbal ati ced and nmature step
taken by the ANC'.

hwe believe that Swapo

conti nued on page 2
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will take advice fromthe
ANC and follow suit," Biwn
added.

He clainmed PUMwas in
possessi on of ttinside infor-
mat i on" whi ch suggested
that; g, $wapo, .duering the
neveneht -e own i spy

dnmma’ in the 19805. had been
advised to tirrest certain

i spiesl by the ANC, which
charged it had nore infor-
mati on about their activi-
ties.

Now t he ANC had started

i nvestigating the 'abuse of
human rights within its own
ranks, Biwa not ed.
Commendi ng the ANC m

the irreversible pracesx it t
i adsetin notion, Biwusaitl
despite the pttin tit fxdIl-Alll-
cism this was the only way
the ANC could cleanse it.
sel f and sol ve the probl em
Bi wa accused Swapo of 1
playing iostrich politicsl 1
over the ispy drami... ;
ilhiding its head in the sand
pt et endi ng- . not hi ng was
wong in the hope that tine
wi || weather away the prob-

l eni.

He said the ANCls cour-

age in openly dealing with
the matter should serve as
an eye-opener to Swapo.

Bi waal so accusedSwapo e

of doubl e standards. He said
whi |l e Swapo had persistently
ignored calls to clear the 1
nanes of ex-detainees, they
had of fered many of them
jobs in government.

He concl uded by saying

that the solution to the (lee
tainee problemlay wth
Swapo and not internationa
organi sations |like the Red
Cross, which he argued, were
basi cal | y powerl ess.
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