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ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE ANC, COMRADE-OLIVER TAMBO, AT THE

OPENING OF THE SECOND NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE, OF. THE AFRICAN °
NATIOB‘IAL mm:ss TANZANIA 14 - 19111 AUGUST, 1987 .
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On behalf of the National Executive Comittee af nm‘ mvement, I salute
yOu, and welcome you all to this hlstaric Secnnd National.ANC Youth
Conference. It is indeed truly inspiring to be_here~t0day.among these
hundreds of‘ynungrrE?ﬁlutionarias;whﬂ“hgiﬁpthg¢;u;uregpf.aur country
and people in their hands. : 29 s

We feel, as you must do, that we are here'to participate in an event that
will make a decisive 1mpact on the course of dur heroic and noblo struggle.
This is thanks to the calitre of ‘the delegates gathered herers your palitif,
cal clarity, your deep sense of commitment: to the goal of 1iberation, ‘and

your determination to mﬁke the necesaary-sacrifices to achieve thla
objective. {
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You are the 1nheritors of an nrganisational experience that is 75 years

old. It is a glorious experience that constitutes the womb Trom which the
new South Africa will emerge. To be the midwives-of that free South Africa .
you need to have undeérstood and absorbed that histnry-and1turned it into
the firm bedrock from which you: will advance 1nto a future wvhose egsence

you must define by your own ideas and actlons.

Through the generations, the youth, including you who are present here, I
have played a cent;a; role. in the making of that history. In salutlnﬂ you.
we are saluting the cross-sectlon of South African youth who are today
locked in decimive battles on all fronts to rid our country of the scourge
of colonial .and racist ‘domination. ‘Wé pay trlbute to these, the shock
troops of our revolutlonary‘ﬁffens1ve, a dar1ng and milltant contingent;
warkers,*qﬁudents, intellectuals and women. Many have laid down their lives
in combat - thd battle cry of our people on their. lips. Many more have beem

.Lririr- a g . ._ .L.‘.__

detained and tortured; and snme, now 30 in numh?r,Pare awalting the'hangmana’s'

noose. Their heroic actlans and undaunted will, your spirdit of no-surrender,
have earned tﬁg.yauth of our cauntry the mettle of a .generation that should
bring to its shameful end the centuries-nld aystem of racist domination and
bigotry. With you, fellow delegates, we declare "Freedom. in our youth",

We are firmly conrlnced that ouf of thls Conference will be forged an even

greater commltment for 3 declsive-and rapid advanae to the goal of people's -
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The .through prepavetions that have preceded this-gethering, thewenbiurirs:
evinced in all your régions ao:#ss'thé gl&bé'an& the agenda you will’

consider during the coming déys will enable you to place the Youth. Section,
and, therefore,-Giir-movement -as-a whole on -a better footing to help achieve

a decisive.advance towards the conquest of power.

We have conﬁérge&'from‘fﬁf'and near, on a piece of South African soil in
free and in&ependent Tanzania, Indeed, this goes to emphasise the. bonds of
friendship between our two countries and peoples, and the generous:all-
round support and co-operation we have always enjoyed from Chama Cha -
Mapinduzi, the Government and people of this country. We. once more

express our profound gratitude, Dear Tanzanian Brothers and sisters, for
your.preparadnqss to' share what little you have for the victory of our
common cause,. - -In thanking you as.active parttﬁi?ﬁﬁts'in qﬁf_struggle. we

-uepladgé'that_ﬁé shall do .everything in our power to hgye the?tnmﬂur of
apartheid excised from the body of Africa, sooner rather than later.

Comrade Ghairﬁan and fellow delegates,

Five years ago, we assembled here fnr the First Conference of this kind.
In that gather1ng we held wide—ranging dlscussinns and adnpted far-

reachlng resolutions on the taﬁks that faced us. We have, since, converg&d

at various levels, 1ncluding the 1985 National Consultatzve Conference. The

central question that runs like a read threat throqgh all these gatherings,

'qcon;pﬂptlng our ‘entire movement, is. HHAT IS TO BE DONE THAT HICTURI Hﬁ!

COME - and ‘comer soon?

That question. demands'honest answers that aré baéed oﬁ-anvnbjedti#e assess~

~ment of our forces and those of the enemy as well as a correct understanding

of -the internatianal balance of forves. 12, 3 o e

i

"'Thls 1mportant conference provides you with a unique apportunlty §o . 8ddreas
3y thls issue, to debaté it frankly, opealy and in a constructive manner, so

_that nur revnlutlcnary movement' can benefit from the dynamism, militancy,

and even the impatieﬁce that are the hallmarks of .our youth. 4As you go

| thraugh a&cha agenda 1tem, therefOre, it” becomes crucial that you assess
_ the correctness or otherwise of ynur proposals and resolutions by asking
.the queatmon whether these are in keeplng'w1th the. pressing need to gain

qlctury. Since the last Youth Gunrbrenee, through struggle, we have
driven the apartheid system into a ' from which it can -

na1theruremuver nnragumrinntg . We can,*therutﬁﬁe. firal prassert.

today that the m of fércessin our country had-desighvely and
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irreversibly shifted in favour of the oppressed and democratic majoritye.
Botha and his henchmen can curse snd”frsth; they can outdo themselves in
murder and bloody terror; but they cannot obliterate this reality.

This, hswsvsf,'dsss not mean that the ruling rsdist cabal in our country
faces imminent collapse or is about to surrender. What it does mean is

that we must expect that ‘this fascist clique will not only resort to the
sxtremss of wviolence, but will also adopt new and extra-ordinary: measures in

a vsln effort to save itself from destruction,

In thlB regard, what are the aims that Pretsris pursues? The first and
most fundamental sbjectlve isj of course, the psrpstrstisn of the apart-
heid system of white minority domination. Whatever the spskssperssns of
the racist fsgise might say, however hard'thsy try falsely to present
this regime .as one that is expsrisnsing a metamorphosis, as a social
formation that is becoming an agent for democratic change, they cannot
camouflage the rssiity that -the core of its policy is a desperate attempt
to perpetuate the old and to deny the future. | | |

The Pretoria.rssimsthss decided that to succeed in this attention it has
tc do two things. Ths first of these is thst it must win over to its
its side as many of the oppressed as pssslble. Towards this end it is
ready to do snything and everything. It is willing to bribe and to

| Blackmsil; to terrorise and to intimidate; to persuade and to cajole;

to deceive and to delude - all in an effort to gather to its side all

those blacks who are unable either toresist its blandishments or to L :
withstand its p;sssﬁfes. At the same time, the racists want to create

sufficient spssslfsr their puppets - both actual and potential = to

msﬁssu?re;lts breathe, to exist and even to multiply. This dessnds that

they remove from the arena of struggle all or as many as possible of our
coyntry's fnrcss of genuine democratic change. Consequently, the second
objective that the Pretoria regime pursues with the greatest vigour, is

the decapitalisation of our movement for national liberation.

In practice, this amounts to dark and evil conspiracies physically to
liquidate the people's ms#sment, the ANC, and especially its leadership,

at all levels, and further to extend and intensify the campaign of terror

against the leaders and activists of the mass democratic movement.
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The etefemente that have been made by some of the adherents of white =
minority rule - that the activists of the democratic movement should be
rounded up, herded into stadiums and slaughtered in their thousands - should
be taken seriously. Equally menacing and real are the plans of the racists

to kidnap and assasinate individual leaders of our movement.,

Alreeém, Comrades, Cassius Make, Paul Dikeledi and others have been
murdered. Ismail Ibrahim Sheila.Nyeﬁda and ethere have been abducted.
The enemy.is hatching-other plans te impose the eeme fate on as many" of
our leaders as possible., There-is a trial going on in London even now, of
people who are chargeq with conspiring to kidnap senior leaders of eur'w;

movement.,

The seriousness. of this offensive is prebebly beet 1lluetreted by the
mirder by the racists of our 1eader, brether and cemrede-ln-erme, Samora
Moises Machel and more. than 30 other peeple whe were travelling with him
in the fated-plane. .That: is' was peeelble te conceive, plen and execute
this deeten@lg .crime indicates-the trie measure 6f the deeperetien

of the Pretoria regime and its total lack of the most rudimentary elements
of human decency and morality. As the crlele ef the apartheid system-*
deepens, we:too will' be terpete, as we elreedy ere, of an unbridled and -
murderous offensive by a regime that 1e flghtlng for its very survival.

In this state of desperation® it has no regerd wheteeever for the national
independence and territorial 1ntegr1ty of enylene of the countries of -

Southern Africa whose nationals it iﬁﬁeriably murders.

The raciefe'hepe'thet.if they succeed toeliminate” us e whicﬁ:they cannot -
they will stop our all-round offensive in its tracks, eupprees both the

mass political and the armed struggles, destroy the mass democratic organ-

isations and thus save the apartheld system.

A e

The beliéve that ‘in thlE eltuatlen, they will then be able to impose their
puppets on'our peeple end enter 1nte an arrangement with these cellabereters,'“
through the so-called Netlenel Statutory Council, which they will pfesent i
as a process leading to the negotiated settlement for which so many in the
world are clampuring. The perspectives I“am talking about, of a deeperete !
and sustained enemy counter-pffensive, is not something that will happen

in the dletent future, I am talking of a reality ‘that is already on top of ..
us and thet the epartheld regime feels it cannot aveld, precleely because .
of the vlctnrieeewe have scored and are scoring in the struggle both within

our country and internationally.
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It is little wonder, therefore, *} t -the Pretoria regime chose you, and even
1ittle children, as its special li:get in its campaign of repression, which
has been charagterlsed by murde ¢ -nd massacres,. mass arrests and torture
as well as criminal attempts + 2 nsform our young into enemy agents
through. brainwashing and indoc: <.:tion., It is a matter of great pride to
_cc-our mavement and to all our peo; ... dear comrades, that you successfully

_3n-uithstoad thls the most murdero'i nslaught our youth has ever had to face.

You not only withstood this ter. iz ordeal, but you emerggd fram'itqsteeled

and better prepared to wage the .2l and bitter battles ahead of us. The

©‘entire 1eadership of our movemeli.;nside and outside the country, inside
7 . and outside prison, takes pride _the knowledge that among our fighting
‘youth - in the trade unions and *?r mass democratic organisations, in
ﬁ&";'the street and area cammittees . ¢/ ther organs of the people's. powerj; in
L1 'the ullages and in the student 5 ment, in the End Conscription Campaign,

" in Umkhonto We Sizwe and the ‘se.si-fence committeesy in the ANC and the
rest of our liberation alllahceﬁg=re are to be found many heroes and
heroines. of our Revolutions We re confident that the revulutiﬁnary and
demacratic youth movement of Uuﬁjlntry will live up to its responsibilities
in the great challenges th=t liﬁg;ad. However, what the leadership s&ys
about the youth is one thing; w_.4e say as theyouth, know about

Tiaurselves could be quiet anothe| In thls reqard, can we, each and everyone
of us, truly say we have attalrnthe level of political maturity, the
spirit of self—sacrlfice, the 1=ty to the movement and the revolution,
and the love for the pegpie wh:! ¢re fundamental to our ability to

~ discharge our responsibilitiés} he vanguard of struggle?

o [ \

Can we truly say . that we have ‘».some the mentality and habits of
in@ividualism which are a featw of the society from which we come? In
the past, this has worked to ecazce an” unhealthy spirit of competition
ﬁamnng ourselves and undermined’ ¢ atmosphere of comradeship without whiech
the task of building up the foi;. that must win us victory becomes that
much:more'difficult?+

¥ %X 11:5 worst manifestatmns, 1is attitude of self-cewtred: <ndividualism
has resulted-in some of us falrz prey to temptations the1enemy'has put~in
front of us. .Thus yoa find y g people agreeing to serve the enemy in

 exchange for promise of money. rs and a W of comfort -

Wﬁ is Fj WM of our peoplet because. it
il H*,'[B" &tt&.‘lmd‘(,&t
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An importdnt element contributing telihe'panie that has seized the

architects of racism and fasc¢ism in our' country is the fact that these .
can no longer count on ‘the loyalty of the white minority rule. The Loy
more we intensify the'etruégle; the greater the numbers of whites who ?ﬂ;
begin_te reach out towards the democratic' and non-racial positiens con~
tained iﬁ the Freedp, Charteér -and advanced over the years by the ANC and. ..

the rest ef'the~§regre551ré“fbrces ef our country.

The spectre haunts the Pretoria regime that it will 1ncreeelngly find |
itself confronted with a solid block of black and white Seuth ﬂfrlcane who
will march hand. in hand against racism and fascism, and together eweep the
criminal. system of apartheid into the dustbin ef.hietery._ Since it has
found itself unable:to destroy the ideas we represent or to 1ndefinitely
insulate the .white population from our democratic vision, the epartheid
reglme has decided to destroy in one way or enether all whe prepegete

that vision. -

Comrades leaders of the revelutlenery yeuth merement of our country, this-
is the reellty that feeee eur entire democratic movement., Your tasks in
this situation are cleer. Ae yeu heve eccupled the frent ranks in our

struggle over the years, itlie yeur duty’ to melntein yeur pelltiens.

It is your duty to act as the advance forces thet will resist and repel
the ‘enemy and move on to the offensive. This requires thet we ettaek,
refusing ‘to adopt a-defensive posture, refusing to ellew the enemy to

gain the upper hand that he eeeken_ Needless to say, the 1nev1teb1e eenee—
quence will be the generellsed escalation of the eenfllct engulflng the
whole region of-Southern Africa.  Equally 1neriteble, hewever, is the
demise of the apartheid system.,

Yeﬁ, cemredee,‘ere engeged en ell frente of thle 1ntenelfylng strugglea Za
You are as mueh in the Peeple e Army, Umkhonto We Sizue, as you are in
our undergreund pelltical etrueturee. You ere as active in the mass:  ~
democratic movement, in all eehelens, as you are in 1net1tutlene of
learning 1n the 1nternatlenel cempeign for the total isolation of the
,apartheid reg1me. Yeu were the betterlng ram, the yeﬂns lions, who trans—
formed 1nte reellty our cell to make the country ungoverneble and: apart-

held unwerkeble.' You geve ergenieatienel expree51en to the cell to

ensure the emergence of organs of peeple S powera Cae

nor B

— T P
W rir".

S SN - A 6 :
R 5 KT b il s . . SR o v ¥ =
X ' ' - L B R £ e s




-

i 'l-(| 3

The view t: %, one's iqdividual interests and desires supercede those of
the peorle and the revalutiéﬁ mist never be wilowed to find a foothold among:
our ranks. We must fight it with everything in our power and assert the
principle that our lives are; in their entirety, dedicated to the service
of the people. We must ensure that this attitude prevails, in particular
among our students who are'studying at various centres of learning
throughout the world, It must become part of our outlook that the
knowledge we acquire is iﬁ%ended precisely to improve our capacity to serve

our people, our movement and our revolution.

We would like to see this Lonferencé as a basis for us to improve the

vnderstanding among all. the contlngents of our movement at home and abroad

a nd enhance the. cooperatiou among +hemi %o forge firm links between them
and other youth detachments in Namlbiag *n Scuthern Afrlca, on the African
continent and the rest of the progr6531ve wmrld; to use the stren?th,
maturity and experlﬁnne of one detabhment to merove the combat capacity

of another and to think, Dlan and act together a s one force in the strugglg

for liberation. social Progress; dlnarmament and world peacec
. s B .

- a

C omrade Chairman and fellow de_e?até&,

With unsurpassed determination, dealﬂatinn an* dlauiplﬂne the black working
class contingent in South Afrlcag of which the youth is a vital galvanising
component. has taken its place ai the nead of thie motive forces of our
revolution. The recent general strikes and the wave of strike actions; on
a scale umprecedented, in our hlsuﬁ*91 aJ; reflect the deepening political
consciousness among black workers and a systematLG approach to the battles
fought around their day--to-day demandsm The current mine workers striker
in particular. the bjggest in the history of the mining industry, with
implications for the reglﬂn as & whole, calls far massive and immediate
financial and solidarﬁty support prlnrlpn¢1y Irom within South Africa
itself, and especially by the mass demﬂcraflc movement., “But we all have

an obligation to mobilise and activate the international” working~class

movement; and the 1nternatimnal uammunlty as a uhﬁleg

On another front, combat units of Umkhonto We 3Sizwe have maltiplied their
actions ipy the country, partic sularly over the past 7 months. It is in
the contegt of these actions that one of these units, like all others,
based apd aﬁerating within South Africa., explcded a car bomb at the
Johannééburg military headquarters, taking s casualties an undisclosed
number of soldiers. It was timed to go off on the same day and time when
exactly 3 weeks earlier, Comrade Cassius Make, Paul Dikeledi and a

Mozambican woman comrade were assassinated by agents of the Pretoriz regime-
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On the -mass-popular-—front, the State of-FEmePgency Has-done
nothing to prevent the growing etrength of the mass democratic
movement, despite the conditions under which it opefeteel New
demodratie¢ organisations have been formed under the noses of
the repressive forces. The formation of the South African
Youth Congress is one of the achievements of therdemecratiei
movement as a whole. There is much that needs to be'deﬁe to.: .
fulfil the tasks SAYCO has set itself, but nethlng cen

subtaact from the gigantic beglnnlnge that: have been made- ~

g ¥

A s we march on, it is becoming e;reiand more obvious that the -
so-called unity within the laager is nothing more than a
facade., An increasing number-of groups-and 1nd1v1duele are:
starting to question the wisdom of defending a system doomed
to inevitable destruction. .Many such forces come from the . Bl S b o
courtyards of the Afrikaner e;ite, big bueineee, youth and |
religious community - and they are genuinely infereeted in AE
finding alternatives to the deetructlble apartheid systems They
might still be groping in the derk‘ their vielen eclipsed |
by centuries of privilege and business eelf-lntereet, but
they do acknowledge that apartheid has to go if peace
should reign in our land. . In a clear and eyetemetic manner
the ANC and the democratic movement in its entirefy'hae to
find areas of agreement and precipitate milti-form action to
ensure that apartheid does go- §:
This is a task that knows no boundaries, a task that equally
confronts the international community. We have over many
years inspired the emergence eﬁd'ﬂevelepment of a massive
international anti-apartheid movement. Thanks to the efforts
of these fighters, apartheid and ite:repfeeenteti?ee stand “' -
condemned and isolated - deserving pariahs in the world |
community ef nations. On the other hand, the ANC has

emerged in this arema“ico as the alternative powers.
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But that the regime should continue to exist, is due, to a great
 extent, to the support it receives from world imperialism,
Their investments, loans and technology feed the apartheid
economy and the repressive mechineries it shoulders. This is
a challenge to us = the youth and the rest of the membershiy
of the movement, the anti-apartheid movement and all those who
elaim to stand for democracy. The battle for the total isoclatiom
of apartheid South Africa has to intensify.

Among the forces locked in battled against the commom angey as'e

our fellow eombatants and comrades~in~ayrms, the heroie youth
and people of Namibia under the unchallenged leadership of

SWAPO, We send them our w_rmest combat greetings, ga we do the
fighters of Western Sahara and Palestine,

We salute the great youth, peoples and countries of the Feostliasg
States who between them respeetively hold the Mad ymanallyy of tha
Frontline States, SADCC, the OAU and the Non-Aligned Movement «» 2

soncentpation of power and influence in' full keeping with the
“Sewands of the situstien iywour eeuntry, Namibia and ke woadon,

We salute, ton, all our other friends and allies throughout
thw world, ineluding Africa, the socialist community, the
Seandinavian and other nations and people who have stood apd
continue to stand by us in the sttuggle to rid the world of
the apartheid crime against humanity.

Comrade Chagrman and fellow delegates,

Am extensive programme stands before us, Many enmio.‘l..;ewo.s
awaits answerse. Apartheid's killing fields ery out for *
redemption, The National Executive Committee wvishes you

the most rewarding encounter. Let us advance to people's

POWET

FREEDOM IN OUR YOUTH!
THLOMILEZ

q




3

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE Juuc. COMRADE OLIVER TAMBO, AT THE
OPENING OF THE SECOND NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE OF THE AFRICAN
NAT'IOHAL CONGRESS TANZANIA 14 - 19m AUGUST, 1987
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On behalf of the National Executive Committee of our movement, I 531“t§'
you, and welsome you all to this historic Second National ANC Youth
Conference. It is indeed truly 1nepir1ng te be here today amone these

hundreds of- young Mﬂhtitmarie.e_mmhjmld—the _future -of- ewcomm
and peeple in their hands.

We feel, as you must do, that we are here te-pefticipate in an event that
will make a decisive impact on the course of our heroic and noble etruggle.
This is thanks to the caliktre of the delegates gathered herer, your peliti-
cal elarity, your deep sense of commitment to the goal of 1iberetien, end

~ your determinetien to.make the neceeeery sacrifices to aehleve this
objective. ' i

Yeﬁ are the inheritors of an organisational experience that is 75 years
old. It is a glorious experience'thet constitutes the womb from which the

~ new Seuth_Afrieeauilleenergn__.Ibeheethe*miduivesref-thltmtriﬁnﬂnuth_htrit!r
: 1yeu need to have understood and absorbed that history and turned it into

e the ‘fiym bedrock from which you will advance into a future whose essence

}‘yeu muet deflne by yeur ‘own ideas .-and eetlene.

" Through thé generations, the youth, including you who are present here,
"have played a central role in the making of that hletery. In saluting you,

we are eelutlng the cross-section of South African youth who are today
leeked in decipive battles on all fronts to rid our country of the scourge

ef colonial and racist domination. We pay tribute to these, the shock

= troops of our revelutlenary offensive, a daring and militant oontingents

werkers.*q;udente, ‘intellectuals and women. Many have laid down their lives
in combat - the battle cry of our people on their lips. Many more have been
detained and tortured; and some, now 30 in nrumber, are awaiting the hangmans's
. noose. Their heroic actiens and undaunted will, your spirit of no-surrender,
heve ‘earned tﬁi yeuth ef our country the mettle of a generation that should
brzng to its shameful end the centuries-old system of racist domination and
b1getry;' With you, fellew delegates, we declare: "Freedom. in our youth",
We are firmly convinced thet out of this Conference will be forged an even
greater commitment for a deeleive and rapid advance to the goal of people's
. e LT ) | _
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of the 1nternat10nal balance of forces.

The through preperations-that have-._preaeded ‘thlsﬁg&b}m the-epcﬂ,:m
evinced in all your reglons aczass the globe pnd the agenda you - will

consider during the com1ng days will enable you ta place the Youth Sectidn,
and, therefore, our movement as. a whole on a better footing to help achieve,;

a decisive advance towards the. conquest af pawarn 7

We have converged from far and nearf oniﬁfpieca of South African soil in
free and independent Tanzanla, Indeed, this - goes to emphasise the bonds of
friendship between our two countries and pecplﬁq, and ‘the generﬁua all—
round support and cc—opératlan we have always enjoyed from Chama Cha e

Mapinduzi, the anpafmeﬂtﬁand p90pleu0f this country. We once more
I ;
express our profﬁund gra#n@nde, Dean_TapzanianﬁBrothers and sisters, fbr

your preparedness to éhﬁreﬁwhat 11t$;p7?ﬂu‘haV9 for the victory of our
common cause. 1n thanking you as’ actlve péftxclpants in our struggle, we
pledge that we shall do everythingfxn our ‘power . to have the tumour of

apartheid excised. from the body of Afrlca, angeglra%her thgn Tater. $ e i
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Comrade Chairman aﬁé'felloﬁ deIégates,

=
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Five years ago ‘jie. assembled here. for the First Conference nf th15 kind.,
In that gatherlng we held wlde-ranglng dlscusslans and adopted far- |
reaching- resoluﬁiﬁns on the tasks that faced us. We have, since, converged

at various 1evels, 1nclud1ng the 1985 National Consultatlve Conference. The

central questlon that runs like a read threat through all these gatherlnggi O

anrﬁnta.ng our entire mcvement 1s WHAT IS TO BE :DONE: THAT VICTORY MAY
COME~— and cnme sm%n L _ ¥y |

el
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That questlan demands honest answers that are based on an obgectlve assess-

ment_ﬂf our forces and those of the enemy*as well as a correct underézanding?

j- -

This 1mportant cnnference provides Yoy wlth a unique opportunity to'addrééé‘
this issue, to debate 1t frankly, openly and in a constructive manner, so
that our revalutlonary muvemant cﬁn benefit from. the dynamlsm, mllitancy,"
and even the 1mpat1ence that are the hallmarks:of our youth. As you go

through eacha agenda ¥¢em, therefure, it becomes crucial that you assess

. the correctness or otherwlse of ‘your proposals and resolutions by asking

the question whether these are in keeping with the pressing need .to gain

“victory. Since the last Youth Conference, through struggle, we have

driven the.apartheid system mW from which it can
neitherrecovyer nGthf We can, sherefore, Tirmlyprassert.

today that the belaiice of fa'r'md.ﬂ our country had-decigively and
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irreversibly shifted in. favour of the oppressed and democratic majority.
Botha and his henchmen can curse and froth; they can outdo themselves in

murder and bloody terror; but they cannot obliterate this reality.

Thié, however, does not mean that the ruling racist cabal in our country
faces imminent collapse or is about to surrender. What it does mean is

that we must expect that this fascist clique will not only resort to the
extremes of vialence, but will also adnpt new and extra-ordinary- measures in

a vain effort_to save itself from destruction.

In this regard, what are the aims that Pretoria pursués? The first and
most fundamental objective is, of course, the perpetration of the aparte-
heid system of white minority domination. Whatever the spokespersons of
the racist regime might say, however hard they try falsely to present
this regime as one that is experiencing a metamorphosis, as a social
formation that is becoming an agent for democratic change, they cannot
camouflage the reality that the core of its policy is a desperate attempt
to perpetuate the old and to deny the future.

The Pretofia'regime1has decided that to succeed in this attention it has
to do two thiﬁéé; @hé first of these is that it must win over to its
its side as many of the oppressed as possible. Towards this end it is
ready to do anything and everythings It is willing to bribe and to s
blackmail; to terrorise and to intimidate: to persuade and to cajole;

to deceive and to delude - all in an effort to gather to its side all
those blacks who aft'e unable either toresist its blandishments or to " "
withstand its pressures. At the same tima; fhe racists want to create
suff101ent space for their puppets - both actual and potential - to
manoeuvre, to breathe, to exist and even to multlply. This demands that
they remove from the arena of struggle all or as many as possible of our
country's forces of genuine democratic change. Consequently, the second
objective that the Pretoria regime pursues with the greatest vigour, is

the decapitalisation of our movement for national liperatian.

In practice, this amounts to dark and evil conspiracies physically to
liquidate the people s movement, the ANC, and especially its leadership,
at all levels, and further to extend and intenslfy the campaign of terror

against the leaders and activists of the mass democratic movement.
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The statements that have been made by some of the adherents of white
minority rule - that the actlv sts of the democratlc movement should be
rounded up, herded into stadiums and slaughtered in their thousands - should
be taken seriouslyw :-Equally menacing and real are the plans of the racists

to kidnap and assasinate individual leaders of our movement,

Already, Comrades{{@assius Make, Paul Dikeledi and others have been
murdered. Istiail ‘Torahim Sheila Nyanda and others have been abducted.
The enemy is hatching other plans to impose .the same: fate on as many of
our leaders as possible. There is a trial going on in London even now, of
people who are charged with_cmnspiring to kidnap senior leaders of our

movemente. | SART

The sefiuusness of this offensive is probably best illustrated by the

murder by the racists of our leader, brother and comrade-in-arms, Samora

Moises Machel and more than 30 other people who were travelling with him

in the fated pléie. “That 'is was possible to conceive, plan and execute

this dastardly crime indicates the true measure 6f the desperation -

of +he Pretoria regime and its total lack of the most rudimentary elements

of human decency and morality. As the orisis of the ‘apartheid system . ... |
deepens, we too will be targets, as we already are, of @an unbridled and
murderous affensive:by:a'regiﬁe that “is fighting for its very survival. =

In this state of desperation it has no regard whatsoever for the national

independence and territorial integrity of any oné of the countries of S AR

Southern Africa whﬁae nationals it invariably murders.

The racists hope that .if they.succeed to eliminate us - which theylcéﬁnét -
they will stop our all+round offensive in its tracks, suppress_bbth‘the
mass political and/the armed struggles, destroy the mass democratic organ-

isations and thus:save the apartheid system. = .

J" 3 | :

The believe that in this 51tuation, they wlll ‘then be able to impose their e gt s T

puppets on our people and enter 1ntn an arrangement w1th these ccllaborators,
through the so-called National Statutory Ccuncll, which they will present

as a process leading to the negotiated -settlement for which so many in the
world are clampuring. The perspectives I am talking abﬂﬁt, of a desperate
and sustained eneny counter-pffensive, is not something-that will happen

in the distant future, I am talking of a reality that is. already on top of
us and that the apartheid regime feels it cannot aveid, pr9015ely'because

of the victerles—we have scored and are scoring in the struggle both within
our country and internationally.
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An impertant element contributing to the panic that has eexzed the.

architecte of ‘racism and fascism in our country is the faet that these
can no, lenger count on the loyalty of the white minority ryle. The
more we intefisify®the struggle, the greater the numbers ef whites. who
begig to. reach ‘cut towards the democratic and non-racial positiens con-
teinediin,the fbeedp,'Chefter‘end advanced over the years by the ANC and

the rest of the progressive forces of our country.

The epéceéé hauhte the Pretoria regime thaﬁ,i¢ will ihcreesingly find
iteeif'eeﬁfrented with a solid block of Eleckeend ehite South Africans who
s will march hand in hend against racism and fascismy and together sweep the
criminal eyetem of apartheid into the dustbin of hieknry. Since it has
found 1tee1£_unable to destroy the ideas we repreeenﬁ_er to indefihitely
insulate the white pepulatienhfreh_euf democratic vision, the apartheid |
regime has decided,te-deetrej in one way or another all who prepegate“

'that vision ~

Comrades leaders of the revolutionary youth movement of our ceuntry;fthis
is the reality that faces our entire democratic mevement. Your tasks in
this situation are clear. As you have eceupled the front ranks in our

struggle over the years, itiis your duty to maintelp your positions.

It is your duty tr act as the advance forces that will reeist and repel
the enemy and move on to the effen51ve. This requires that we attackﬂ 3
refusing to adept a defensive peeture, refusing. te allow the enemy to
gain the upper hand that he seeks. Needless to say, the 1nev1tab1e conse=
quence ‘will be the generalised escalation of the, eenfllct, engulflng the
whole region .of Southern-Africa, Equally 1nevitable, hewever, is the ,
demise of the apartheid system.’

You, comrades, are engaged on ell fronts of this inteﬂsifyiﬂg'etruggie.
You are as much in the Peeple S Army Umkhonto We SiZwe, as you are in
our uﬂdﬂrgrnund pel1tlcel etructuree, You are as active in the mass '
democratic movement, in all echelons, as you are in institutions of

learning in the 1nternatlenel qampaign for the total ieeletmen of thé
.apartheid reglme. Yeu were the batterrng“ram, the yeuﬂs 1lene, who . trans-
formed into reality our cell to make the country ungevernable and apart-
heid unworkable, Yeu ge#e organisational expreeeien to the call to

ensure the emergeﬁce of organs of people's power.
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T+ is little wonder, therefore, 41 +-the Pretoria regime chose you, and e*s:'en
1ittle children, as its speciél irget in its campaign of repression, which
has been characterlﬁed by marde ,J nd massacres, mass arrests and torture

as well as criminal attempts t ‘i msform our young into enemy agents
th:mugh brainwashing and indoct “Lition. It is a matter of great pride to
our “movement and to all 6ur peoj..: dear comrades, that you successfully

withstﬂod this the most murdero ;nslaught our youth has ever had to face.

You not only withstood this teriiie ordeal, but you emerged from 1t steeled

and better prepared to wage the ;d and bitter battles ahead of uﬁ. The
entire leadership of our mova-mer ins:Lde and outside the country, inside
and outside prlson, takes pride Lhe knowledge that among our fighting
youth - in the trade unions an'd ’“r mass democratic organisations, in

the street and area cornm:l.ttees Lh.f ther organs of the people's power; in
thé ﬁllages and in the student o .ment, in the End Conscriptmn Campaign,
in Umkhonto We Sizwe and the se. “siafence committees, in the ANC and the
rest of our liberation alllance i.22re are to be found many heroes and
heroines: of: our- Revolution. We e confident that the revolutionary and
democratic youth movement of ou.i3 intry will live up to its responsibilities
in the great challenges thet 1i-xa>ad. However, what the leadership says
about .the youth is one thingj w's se say as theyouth, know about

ourselves could be quiet anothe| [n this regard, can we, each and everyone
of us, truly say we have attain| ine 1evelgqf political maturity, the

spirit of self—sacrlfice, the lnlity to the :ﬁn?ement and the revolution,

and the love fﬁr the peq:ple wh:! ¢re fundamental to our ability to

discharge our respon51b111t1es he vanguard of struggle?

1
¥

Can we trul};r say that we have » ome the mentality and hablts of
in@ividualism wkich are a feai:*e »f the society from which we come? In
the past, this has worked to: ‘¢pz ce an’ u.nhealthy spirit of compet:.tmn

the task of bﬁlldlng up the fowr:s that must win us victory becomes that

muach more d:.ff:.cult‘?

. L i d-_: i L
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T+n its worst manifestations, :is attitude of Iaelf-mmd*ﬁndi‘ﬁdlm

has resulted in some of us falrz prey tﬂ-tempztatinns the enemy has put~in
front of use Thus yoa find yof people agreeing to serve’ the enemy in
exchange for promise of money. rs and aw of comfort -

Nivoopiodloabrsuserit is f’v PRI P tres of our people, beceuse it
P ﬁﬂattBMat M)@em,e" wlution-
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The view thati one's individual interests and desires supercede those of

the people and the revolution mist never be wllowed to #ind a foothold among
our ranks.‘ We must fight it with everything in our power and assert the
principle that our lives are; in ‘thei: entireﬁy?.dedicated to the service
of the people. We must ensure that this attitude prevails, in particular
among our students who are studying at various centres of learning
throughout the world. It must become part of our outlook that the
knowledge ?e acquire is intended precisely fe improve our capacity to serve

our people, our movement and our revolution.

We would like to. see this conference: as a basis for us to improve the
understanding among all the cnntlngente ef our mevement ‘at home  and abroad
a nd enhance the eeeperatlen among them1 te ferge flrm links between them
and other youth detachments in Natibia, in Seuthern Atriea,,en the African
continent and the rest of the preéresefre ﬁerldq to use fhe.strength,
maturity and experience;ef one ‘detachment %ehimpreve the combat capacity

of another and to. think, plan and act' together a s one force in the s truggls

for llberatlen, social . pregressg dlearmament and world peace. .

C omrade Chairman and fellow delegetes1r | . £, 1Y

With unsurpassed deﬁerminatlen, deﬂieationuaLd dleeipllne the black working
class contingent in South Africa, of which the youth is a vital .galvanising
component, has taken its place at the head of the motive forces of.our
revolution. The recent general strikes and the wave of strike actions, on
a scale umprecedented in our hietery, all refleet'the deepening political
consciousness among blaek'werkers and a systematlc appreach to the battles
fought around their dayntenday demands. The current mine workers striker
in particular, the biggest in the history of the mlnlny industry, with
implicationg: for the regiﬁn as a whvle, calls for maes1ve and  immediate
financial and solidarity supeert prlnclpilly from w1th1n South Africa -
itself, and especially by the mags democratic movement, But we all have

an obligation to mobilise and activate the internatienal working-class

movement, and the international cemmunlty as a whole,

On another front, combat units of Umxhonto We Sizwe have miltiplied their
actions in the country, particularly over the past 7 months, It is in
the context of these actions that one of these units, like all others,
based and operating within South Africa, exploded a car bomb at the
Johannesburg military headquarters, taking as casualties an undisclosed
number of soldierse It was timed to go off on the same day and time when
exactly 3 weeks earlier, Comrade Cassius Make; Paul Dikeledi and a

Mozambican woman comrade were assassinated by agents of the Pretoria regime,
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én the mass popular-front; the State of-Emergency has-done
nothing to prevent the growing strength of the mass desscfstio
movement, despite the conditions under which it operates. New:
democratic organisations have been formed under the noses of
the repressive forces. The formation of the South African
Youth Congress is one of the achievements of the democcratie
movement as a whole. There is much that needs to be done to
fulfil the tasks SAYCO has set itself, but nothing can
subtreret from the glgantic beginnings that have been made.

A s we march 6n; it is becoming more and more obvious tha¥ the
so~galled unity within the laager is nothing more than a
facade. An increasing number of groupe and individuals are
starting to question the wisdom of defending a system doomed

to inevitable destruction. Many such forces come from the == _.

courtyards of the Afrikaner elite, big business, youth and
religious community - and they are gsnulnely“lnterested in .
finding alternatives to the destructible apartheid systems They
might still be groping in the darkjy thei}'visisﬁ-eslipsed
by*centuries of privilege and husisess sslf¥iﬁterest,~but

they do acknowledge that.apartheid has to go if peace

should reign ‘in our land. In a clear snﬁlsystematic.mannen_,
the ANC and the democratic movement in'itS'éntirety has to

find areas of agteement and precipitate milti~form action to
ensure that apartheid does go. i '

This is a task that knows no boundaries, a task that equally'
confronts the international community. We have over many
years inspired the emergencshsnd devslopment of a massive
international anti-apartheid movement. Thanks to the efforts
of these' fighters, apartheid an& its representatives stand
condemndd and isolated —_deserving.pariahs in the world
community of nations. On the other hand, the ANC has

emerged in this arena“too as the alternative powera.
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Rut that the regime should continue to exist, is due, to a great
extent, to the support it receives from world imperialisn,
Their investments, loans and technology feed the apartheid
economy and the vepressive mechinerios it shoulders. This is
a challenge to us - the youth and the rest of the membersiiy
of the movement, the anti-apartheid movement and all those who
elaim to stand for demoeracy. The battle for the tatal igolation
of apartheid South Africa has to intensify.

Among the forces locked in battled against the esommoa anesy ase

our fellow eoMbatants and somrodes~in-~arms, the herois youth
and people of Namibia under the unchallenged leadeeship of

SWAPO, We send them our w_rmest combat greetings, g& we do the
fighters of Western Sahara and Palestine.

We salute the great youth, peoples and countries of the Feogtling

Statea who between them respoetively hold the SRadpmanaliyy of the
Frontline States, SADCC, the OAU and the Non-Aligned Movement » &

coneentration of power and influence in full keeping with the
Tsennds 6 tha sitnatien fyoour eeuntry, Namibia agd $be weadaRn,

We salute, to~, all our other friends and allies throughout
thw world, ineluding Afrieca, the socialist community, the

Seandinavian and other nations and people who have stood a.:l
continue to stand by us in the stiuggle to rid the world of
the apartheid crime against humanity.

Comrade Chairmen and fellow delegates,

As extensive programme stands before s, Many mmia.‘l,,m&ic.s
awaits answerse Apartheid's killing fields ery out for *
vredemption, The National Executive Committee wishes you

the most rewarding encounter. Let us advance to people's

POWeT e

FREEDOM IN OUR YOUTHI
IHLOMILE!

1




